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SERMON I. 



OF THE SECUKITT OP A VIRTUOUS COURSE. 



Proverbs. X. 9. . 

HE THAT WALKETH tlPRIGHTLY WALKETA 

SURELY, 

These words cxprefs one of the moft important 
"of all maxims*. They tell us, that in the pra&ice 
of virtue there is s-afbtv. Much higher praife may 
be bellowed upon it. We may fay that with it are * 
cenne6led peace, .honofir, , dignity, the favour of 
<}od> happinefs now^ and eternal happinefs bere^ 
after : And we have reafon enough to think this 
true. *But whether trae or not, it b at leaft true, 
•that there is fafety in it. 

Chriftianity informs us, that good men will be 
-ralfcd from death, to enjoy a glorious immortality, 
through that Saviour of the world who tailed death 
for evpry man. But let the evidence for this be 
fuppofed precario\is and unfatisfaftory. Let it be 
reckoned uncertain,' whether t virtuous courfe will 
terminate in fuch infinite blefCngs under the divine 
government as chriftians are taught to expc6l: 
.Slill there will remain fufficient evidence to ^prove, 

A that 



2, Of the Security 

that in all events it muft be XhQfafeJi^ and therefore 
our ivifji cou r fe . 

I cannot better employ the prcfent time, than in 
endeavouring to explain aiid illuftratc this tmth. 
But previoufly to this, it will not be amifs to make ■ 
a few obfor\^atiohs on the charafter of the man who" 
walks uprightly, 

JJprightnefs fignifies the fame with integrity gr 
fkicerity. It implies a freedom from guile and the 
faithful discharge of every known duty. An up- - 
right man allows himfelf in nothing that is incon- j 
liftent with truth and right. He' complies with all \ 
the obligations he is under, and avoids every kind 
of prevarication and falfehpod. He maintains an , 
equal and uniform regard to the whole of righte- j 
oufnefs. He hates alike all fin, and pradifes every 
part bf virtue, from an unfeigned attachment to it 
cllablifhed in his foul. This is what is moft eflen- 
tial to the charaflLer of an upright man. He is 
j';ovcrned by no finrfter ends, or indire6l views, in 
" the difcharge of his duty. It is not the love of^ 
*. fume, or the defire of private advantages, or mere 
natural temper, that produces his "virtuous condu6i ; 
but an affeflion to virtue as virtue ; a fenfe of the 
Aveight and excellence of the obligations of righte- 
oufnefs : and a zeal for the honour of God and the 
happinefs of mankind. But to be a little more par- 
ticular : — 

Uprightnefe of charafter comprehends in it right 

condiidt 



of a virtuous Courfe, 5 ' 

T>ntlu£l with refpeft to God, and niar>, and our- 
elves. The peribn I am defcribing, is, firft of all, 
ipright in all his traiifaftions with God. His rc-^ 
igion is not a hj-plocritical (how atid oftcntation. 
[le is that which he appears to be to his follow- 
:reaturc9. His religigns ads are emanations from a 
heart full of piety. He makes confcience of prhnU' 
as well as public devotion, and endeavours to walk 
blamelefs in all God's ordinances. JHc attends on 
religious ferviccs, not tabc fccn of men, but iVoni 
a fenfe of duty and gratitude to his Maker; and^ 
inftead of making them a cover for bad defigua, or 
compcnfations for immorality, he makes them in- 
centives to the difcharge of all moral duties, and the 
means of rendering him more benevolent^ amiable, 
and worthy. 

Again, UprightneCr implies faithfulnqfs in all 
our tranfafitions with our/elves. It is very commoa 
for men to impofe upon themfelves ; to wink at 
offcnfive truths ; and to praftife unfair arts willv ^ 
tlieir own minds. This is entirely inconfitlent with 
the chara6ler of an upright man. He endeavours- 
to be .faithful to himfelf in all that be thinks and^ 
does, and to diveft his mind of all luireafonable^ 
biafles. He is fair and honeft in all his inquirfes 
and deliberations, ready to own his miftakes, and 
thankful for every help to difcover theui. lie wiftics 
to know' nothing but what is true, and to praSiife 
nothing but what is right. He is open to convic- 

A a tion,* 
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tion, indifferent where he fimls truths and prepared' 
to follow it wherever it .can lead him, IJe is often 
difciplini^ig his heartj fcarching into the principles of 
con^uft within him, and labouring to detetl his 
faults in order to reftify them. 

Further. Uprightnefs includes in it candour, ' 
fairnefs, and honefty in all our tranfaflions with 
6\xr fellow -creatures , An nprignt ni^n may be de- 
pended upon in all his profeffions and engagements. 
He nevcr^ in any aflfcir, goes beyond the limits of 
juftice and equity. He n^ver deceives or over- 
reaches. He is true to his promifes, and faithful to 
every truft repoftd in him. All his gains are the 
gains of virtuous incluflry. All falfehood and lies, * 
all low cunning and fradvilent prafticcs are his ab- 
liorrence. In fliort ; he ipaintains a firift regard 
to veracity in his words, and to honour in his deal- 
Kigs. He adheres ftcdfaftly in all circumftances to 
what he judges to be righteft and beft ; and were it 
• ^offible for you to look through his foul, you would* 
fee the love of goodnefs predominant within him. 
You would fee benevolence and piety governing 
his tljioughts. You would fee him within the in- 
clofure of his own bread, as honeft and worthy as he 
is on the open flage of the world. 

Such is the charaftcr of the man who walks up- 
rightly. I am next to fhow you how Jurely he walks; 

"In order to acquire a juft notion of this, it is., 
proper we fliould take into- confidcratipn, f5rft, 

^ the 



of a virtuous C<mrfe. 5 

the fafety which fuch a perfon enjoys with rcfpcft 
to the happinefs of the prefent life. Nothing is 
plainer than that, if we regard ouly our temporal in- 
tereftj an upright courfe is the fafeft courfe. In order 
to be fenfiblc of tliis,. you fliould tliiuk of the 
troubles which men very often bring upon them- 
fclves by deviating from integrity. It is very dif- 
ficult to go on for any time, in diflionefty and falfc- 
hood^ without falling into perplexity and diftrefs. 
A man in fuch a courfe fufpe£ls every body, and 
is fufpeftcd by every body. He wants the love and 
efteem of his fclfow-creatures.. He is obliged- to be 
continually on his guard, and to ufe arts to evade 
law and jufticc He walks in the dark iilong a 
crooked path full of fnares and pits. On the con- 
trary, the path of uprightnefs is ftraight and broad.. 
It is fmoothj open, and eafy. He that walks in it 
walks in the light, and may go on with refolutioa 
and confidence, inviting rather than avoiding the- 
kifpeftion of his fellow creatures. He is appre- 
henfive of no dangers. He is afraid of no detection ^ 
He is liable to none of the caufes of fhamc and diJ - 
grace. It is an advantage to Rim to be ^bfcrved 
and watched. The more narrowly his conduft is 
examined^ the more he will be loved and re* 
f£e£led. 

A perfon, for inftancc^ who^ in the affaii^ of 

trade, deviates from truth and honour) is likely to- 

.■fiak into great calamities. Want, and trouble^ 

A3. / and. 



6. . * Of the Zecuuty 

and infamy often prove his lot. Moft of u§ have- 
been vvitnefiis of this. How many inftances are 
there of perfons who, forf;iking the plain path of 
uprightnefs, have entanglec) themfelves beyond the 
poffibility'of Jjeing extricated, and invoked their 
families in the deepeft mifery ; but -who probably, 
had they been honeft^ would have efcaped every 

' difficulty, and pafled through life eafily and hap- 
pily ? We know not, indeed, what we do, when 
we turn afidq from virtue and righteouliiefs. Such 
a train of confcquences piay follow, as will iffiie in 
the lofs of all that is valuable. It is paft doubt, 
that, in every profeffion and calling, the way of 

, iiprightnefs is the moft free from perplexity. It is 
the way of peace and fatisfaftion. He that keeps 
in it will at leaft avoid the pain of a reproaching 
confcience. He is fure of enjoying his own appro- 

- bation ; ajul it may be cxpe£ted, that his worldly 
affairs will go on fnioothly, quietly, and comfort- 
ably. 

This puts me in mind of defiring you to confidef 
. particularly,, that an upright condu6l is commonly 
the moft fure way to obtain fuccefs in our worldly 
concerns* You will obferve, that I fay it is the 
moft fure way ; not that it is th^e Jl^ortejl, There 
;are many more expedttmus ways of getting money 
and acquiring fortunes. .He that will violate the 
rules of juftice, or break the laws of his country, 
or pot fcruplc to take falfe paths, may eafily get 

' ^ the 



^ of a vhriuous' C^urfe* ^ 7 

the ftart of an upright man^ and rife in a little time 
to wealth and prefem\ent. It b often an a man's 
power^ by a bafe adiion^ to introduce himfelf at 
once intoeafe and pl^ty. But wretched are thofe 
men who fecure any* worldly advantages by fiich 
methods. There' is a canker at the root of their 
fuccefles and riches. What they gain \k unfpcak- 
ably lefs than what they lofe. It is attended with 
inward anguifli, with the curfe of heaven, and in- 
conceivable future danger. But though it muft be 
thus acknowledged, that there are Jhorter ways to 
profit and fuccefs than by walking uprightlyj^ there . 
are certainly none fo Jure. Univerfal experience 
has proved that (agreeably to a common and ex- 
cellent maxim) ^* honefty is the be ft policy.'* Tt 
may be flow in its operation ; and, for this reafon, 
many perfons have not patience enough . for it. 
But it is in the end generally certain.^ 'An upright 
man muft recommend himfelf by degrees to all that 
^ know him. He has always the greateft credit, and 
the moft unembarraffed affairs. There are none 
who are not difpofed to place a confidence in him, 
aiid who do not cboofe to deal with him. The dif- 
advantages, therefore, already mentioned, under 
which he -labours, are coimterbalanced by many 
igreat adv^oitages. He may not be able to thrive fo 
faft, nor perhaps fo much as others. He is obliged 
to .deny himfelf t^ gains which others make by the 
M(Kmg prii£tices common 4a thiek trade ; and, ea 
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this accewnt, he may be under a neceffity of con- 
tenting hlmfelf^with fmall gains. But it muft be 
confidered, that hte can feldom fail of a tolerable 
fubfiftence, attended with comfort and the trued 
enjoyment of himfelf. Though his gains may be 
(mail, they are always fwect. He has with them 
an eafy confcience, the bleffing of God^ and fecu- 
fity againft numberlefs grievous evils. And the 
faialleft gains of this fort are infinitely preferable 
to jthe greateft gains that can be obtaiiaed by wrong 
methods* 

Thus you fee that, with refpeft to our interefl 

In this world, he that walketh uprightly walkelh 

furely. — Let us next confider the fecurity which 

' an upright condu^ gives with iiefpe6t to another 

world. 

After this life is oyer, w^ are to enter on another 
;world. Th« moil iceptical principles give us no 
fiiflEicient reafon for denying this. Whatever may 
be true of the order and adminiilration of nature,^ 
it muft be pojfible that there (hould be a future ftatCi 
And, if there is, it is highly probable, . that it will 
he a ftate of much greater extent and longer dura«> 
lion than, the pre&nt.> Nothing, therefore, can be 
of more cpnfequence to us than, to know -by what 
means we n»ay fecure the beft condition, and the 
gr^teft fafety in it : And it is not poffible to. doubt> 
jbxt the praAice of religious goodnc£i is the proper 
sgye^ns (P be ufed .isxt Hm purpofe. If any thing is 

cleac. 



of H virtuous' CourJ'ti, g 

clear, it is fo, that the upright and the worthy, in 
all events, through every period of duration, muft 
ftand the beft, chance for efcaping niifery. and ob- 
taining happinefs. That our bappincfs hereafter 
may depend on our conduft here is certaiA^ be- > 
caufe we find, in the ^prefent flate, that the hap- 
pinefs of every fucceffive period of human life is 
made to depend, in^ a great mtafure, on our con- 
dufl: in the preceding periods. The happinefs of .. 
mature life depends on the^ habits acquired and the 
pains taken in* early life ; and mature life fpent in 
folly and Tice generally makes a miferable old age. 
It is, therefore, very credible that a virtuous ^con- 
du^ may have an effe£t on our condition hereafter* 
No one, indeed, can well carry infidelity fo far 
M to deny, that,' if there is a future ftate, it is 
likely that the righteous will fare be;|Lter in it than 
the wicked. All we obferve of the. government of 
the Deity, and all that we can ' learn >'ith refpeft 
to his charaifter, leads us to believe that he muft 
approve righteoufnefs and hate wlckednefs: And, 
in the fame proportion that he does this, he muft 
favour the pne and difcountenance the othejr. We 
fee, in 'vhat lies before us of the conftitution of the 
world, many great evils annexed to wickednefs, 
and marty great bleflipgs annexed to righteoufnefs; 
and- we fee, likewife, in the one an eflential ten- 
dency to produce univerfal evil, and jin the other 
an eucntial' tendency to produce , uni venal good. 
■ ■■ " : • ThU 
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Tliis demonftrates to ns the holy difpofition of the 
Author of nature ; and what we ought to^ reckon 
upon, is, that he will manifeft this diipofition more 
apd more ; and that the fcheme of nToral government 
now begun will be hqreafter completed. To a£l 
righteoufly is to a6t like God. It is to promote the 
order of his creation. It is to go into his conftitu- 
tion of nature. It is to follow that confcience which 
he has given us to be the guide of our condudl. It 
niuft, therefore, be the likelieft way to arrivle at 
happinefs, and to guard againft mifery under bis 
government. The accountablenefs pf our natures, 
and our neceffary perceptions of cxeclleuce and 
good defert ia yirtue, demondrate this > nor is it at 
all conceivable, that we da not go upon fare 
grounds, when we diraw this conclbfion. But there 
is much more to be here faid» There are many^ 
reafons which prove, that the negleft of virtue may 
be followed by- a dreadful punifhment here^ter. ^ 
The priefages of confcience; the concurring voice 
■of mankind in all ages 5 our unavoidable apprehen- 
fions of ill-dcfert in 'vice ; and the diffreffcs now 
produced by it, are enough to lead us toexpeft this." 
The chriftian religion confirms this expedlation in 
a manner the moft awful, by teaching us tliat the 
wicked Jball he turned into hell with all that forget 
God; that they {hall, be excluded from the fociety 
of wife and good beings.; and puniflied with ever^ » 
lajiing dejiru&ion from tb^ prcfence of the Lord and 
" . 1 ' tb^ 



of a I'irfuous Courfe, 11 

the glory of hisr poiver. It is, at leaft, poflible that 
this may be the truth. The arguments for a right- 
eous go\'ienimeiit in nature, and for the truth of 
chriftianity^ have at leaft force enough Xb prove that 
it is not certain but that wickcdnefs will produce 
the greateft loffes and evils in another world ; and 
that, confequently, there is a real and inconceiva- 
ble danger attending it. Confider, now, that ^^i 
upright life is a fure prefervativc from this danger. 
If all who forget God, and praAife iniquity, are 
hereafter to be rejefted by the Deity, and to be 
configned to everlajiing dcJlruBlon ; if, I fay, this 
fhould prove to be the truth, the good man will be 
fafe, and the wicked man undone. But fliould all 
that reafon and chridianity teach us on this point 
prove a ftlufion ; ftrll a good man will lofe nothing, 
and a bad man will get nothing. Nay, a good 
man, even in . this cafe, will gain a great deal ; 
for he will gain all that fatisfaAion which good- 
nefs generally brings with it in this life, and which 
vice muft want. 

Thus you fee what fecurity an upright man en- 
joys. He goes xipon even and firhi ground. He 
has on his fide all good beings; the conviftions 
of his confcience ; the order of nature ; and the 
power of the Deity. It is impoffible he fhouW be 
jde<?eived in thinking, that it is right to adhere in- 
. violably to the laws of righteoufnefs. ShouU lliere 
J>e that execution oi divine iuftice on wickednefs 
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which wfe have been taught to expeft, he will Iwivcr 
nothing to fear. The worjl that can happen to 
himr is better than the bejl that may happen to an un- 
righteous man. The'i^;^ that wicked men generally 
expe£l is the lois of exigence at death ; and this 
is the worjl that can happen- to a good man. But 
upon the one, it will come after a life of ihamey . 
and difeafe, and folly ; and on the other, like deep 
at night after a day fpent in peace, and health, and 
. honour, and ,ufcfut labour. I need not tell you 
V what a recommendation this is of a courfe of up- 
rightnefs. It is our fureft guard in all events ;^ our 
beft fhelter againft evils under God's government. 
Safety is what every perfon, in the common con- 
<;ems of life, values and feeks. Here aloi^e is it 
to be found completely ind certainly. Nothing 
but a virtuous conduft can preferve us from the 
danger of God's difpkafure, and of ruin after 
death. Without it we muft (land expofed to the 
fev^eil calamities that can come upon reafonabk 
beings. 

I will conclude this difcourfe with the following " 
inferences. 

Firft, From all I have faid we learn, in the 
plaineft manner, how much we -are bound in pru- 
dence to walk uprightly. ^Thie appears to be, pru- 
dent, if we regard only ouj prefent interelh The 
way in which ^ upright man walks (it has been 
ifaown) is plain and open. It is fo eafy to find it, 

that 



ofn vh'tnous Ccjnrfe. ij 

that we can never f\v€r\T from it, while w€ retaia 
an honed defirc to keep ia it. It is liable to no 
hazards; and it is always picafant.and joyous, 
i\iorc ^^QTUpcndiaus ways, I have acknowledged, wc 

I niay fometinics find to \\x?alth and power, but they 
arc full of. danger; and Ke who forfakcs integiity 
in order to.go into them, and thus by a fliort cut 
to get at worldly advantages, aAslikca man whd 
■ forfakcs a quiet and fure path in order to run the 
riik of being loft among quickfands, or of break- 
ing bis neck by going over rocks and precipices. 

. If, therefore, wo love prudence, we fliall not^ in 
t>ur tejrtporal concern?, ever i\vcr\efi-om upright- 
iicfs. 

[ But we have reafoa to apprehend that wc fliall 
exift in another (late; and if we confider this, we 
iLall he forced to conclude from what has been 
faid, that the prudcuoc of a virtuous courfe is 
greater than can be|cxpreflcd. If this lifc-V>e not 
our whole exillence, fomc precautions ought to be 

Iufcd with pefpciS: to tlie ftatc that is to fucceed it; 
and the beft precaution is the praolicc of true piety 
and goodnefs. If there be a life to coiue, .it wiil, 
I in all probability, be a ftate of rttrihution, where 
prcfeat incqualtties will Ix' fct right, and the vicious 
fink into -infamy and mifery. llie prA»^lice of 
virtue is, in this cafe, our fccuritv. Ii is the iniaoe 
of the Deity in our fouls ; and what wc ought lo 
reckon upon is, that nothing aniifs will ever hap- 
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14 ' Of the Security 

pen to it. Let us then adhere to'^'it in all even 
Lcfus endeavour, iii this inftance, to ufe the fan 
prudence that the childrien of the wdrld ufe in thi 
affairs. What pains will they tkke, and what pr 
cautions will they employ, to avoid any dangc 
which Hiey forefce, or to prevent evils which m; 
poffibly come upon them ? There is a dang 
hanging over us, as moral agents, greater the 
' any this world can thre«ltfen us with ; a dang 
-dreadful and unutterable; the danger of falHi 
into the punifliment of fin, and of lofing etera 
happinefe. Were there eveV fo hard and expenfi 
a method 'propofcd to us of being feiiared agaii 
this danger, it woidd be our wifdom cheerfully 
praflife it. But true goodnefs affords us, not a ha 
and expenfive, but a cheap and eafy method of b 
ing fccured againft it. Walking uprightly will a< 
to our prefent comfort, at the fame time that it w 
preferve us from future danger. What is require 
of us, in this inftance, is only to part with our fo 
lies and difeafcs ; and to make ourfelvcs liappy non 
in order to be fafe^br ever. 

All I have been faying is true, though thei 
fliould be the greateft uncertainty with refpeft 1 
. the principles of religion. I have been all aloe 
■ fpeaking on the fuppofition of fuch an uncertaint; 
in order to fet before you, in a ftronger light, U 
wifdom of being virtuous, and the folly of a finf 
courfe. But if we will fuppofe that thei'e i^ j 

uncertainty 
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uncertainty J If we will fuppofe it not only poflible, 
but probable or morally certain, that the principles 
of religion are true; thai chriftiariity comes from 
God; and that, agreeably to its alTurances, all 
who are now in their graves fliall hereafter bear 
the voice of the Son of Godj and come fortb^ thofd 
' 'ivbo have done good to the rejUTre6lhn of Vfe, and 
thofeivbo have done e-z;il to tbs rcfurrcB'wn of damna^ 
ffi tm( If, I fay, we fuppofe this to be the truth, 
bow great will ■ l:he wifdom of a virtuous courfe ap- 
pear, and how fliockiag the folly of wickednefs ? 
.There are, probably, few fpeculative and i.'t- 

quiring mei^ who do not fometimes find themfelvcs 
in a (late of dejeftion, which takes from them- 
Jiuch of the fatisfaftion arifing from their faith iu- 
very iraportant jind interefting truths, Happyy. 
indeed, is the; , p^rfgfi who enjoys a flow of fpiritS; 
fo even -.and conQant as never to have experici^ced^ 
this. Of .Wyfclf I muft fay, that I have been far 
fmm being fo happy. Doubts and difFiculties have 
eften perplexed me, and thrown a cloud over truths 
which, in .the^ general courfe of my life, are my, 
tipport and confolation. Th^re ar?, however^r 
many truths, the conviflion of which I never lofei 
—One conviction in particular remains with mof 
amidfl: all fluftuations of temper and fpirits; I 
mean my belief of the maxim in my text, that he 
who iMalketb' up'igbtly ivalketb furely. There has 
aotb^n a. moment in which I have found it pof- 
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^-^^fiblc to doubt, wliether th j wifeft and bed c(^"irfe T 
' jrj^-:."^j$i take be to pra6lifc virtue and 'to avoid guilt. 
■■.'■'., iLow fpirits only give -new force to this conviction, 
and caiife it to make a deeper iniprcflion. 'Uncer- 
tainty in other iuftances creates certainty here ; for 
' tlie tnorc dark and doubtful our flatc under God*s 
gpvcnt^nt is, the niore prudent it muft be to qhobfe 
that cotirfe whieh is they«*{/Iy?. * 

' L Vvill only further deflre yoiv to confider on this 
fubjeft, with what fcrenity of mind a good ni^n^ • 
may prot^ccd through life. Whatever is thie of..] 
felic, he has the c6nfcioufnefs of being on the y^j/i ■ 
fide I and there is, in all cafes, a particular fatfsV- 
fkftion attendins:' fuch a confcioufnefe. A man- 
who knows himfelf in a fafe way goes on witik 
compofure , and boldnefs,' Thus may you go on in 
8 courfe of well-doing. You have none of thofe^ 
calamities t6 fear to which other* are liable. If 
the doftrines of religion be tru6, you will be coni- 
plctely happy through the Saviour of mankind.. 
But fhould they not prove tnie, you will not be 
worfe off than others. I have (hown, on the con- 
teaty, that yoit \Vill ftill be gainers. Your lofs, in- 
ihortj can be nothing. Your gain may be 'mfirute, 
Forfake, then,, every thing to follow righteoufiiefe.- 
Kever confcnt to ^o a wrong aftion, or to gratify; 
an unlawful paffion. This will give you a fccurity 
^ that is worth more than all the treafur©? of the 
^arth. Yoii may alfo, on all principles, entcttaiii 

the 
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the afpr^henjion that the gofpel has given right in- 
formation concefning tHe abolition of death, and 
the happincfs referved for the faithful, in the fu- 
ture kingdom of Jefus Chrift. That perfon muft 
have confidered the arguments for chriftianity very 
fuperficially, who does not fee, that they amount 
to an evidenclfe, which is at leaft fufficient to give a 
juft gh>und for this apprehenjion ; and, confequently, 
for a hope \ht moft animating and glorious. Let 
• «s cheriih this 'hope ; and endeavour to- keep the 
^cobjeft of it always in fight. The flighted glimpse 
ii- cf that ETERMAL LIFE which the New Teftament 
promrfes, is enough to elevate above this world. 
The bare pqffibility of lofing it, by finful praflices, 
is enough to annihilate all temptations. Where- 
fore, htusbejiedfafiand inimoveablcyahuays abound^ 
ing' in ibe work of the Lord, forafimich as ive know 
that our labour may end in a blifsfiU eternity ; hut^ 
kappen what will, ca»b^ot W in. vain. 
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* Bisov^RBs ill. »7i 

^^BIU WAvVi» ARB WAYS OF . PIiBASA»TNKS5#, 
AND AL:L H«BJi l^ATIfS A^j& 'PJS[AC^.. &HB I& 
A TllEB Ol'IilfB Tp THEM XH^T XAY HOLl>» 
9F HB^J^; AND HAPPT\*^^*V.ERy ONE THAr 
RfiTAINfiXH HEII^.. 

In my laft difcourfe> T rcprefent.ed to you tlie^-. 
ffttri/y of a virtuous courfe.. In- doiog thi», I 'was 
led 16 toQ^ upoit its f^nd^ey: id mafte us moft 
tappy., as w«ll as moft yi^i^tf/^, uader God*8 gwern- 
tnent, lihali t^ow infill mcre^ particularly on this 
fubje£t; and endeavoun to giyei you a diftiia^t ao 
QouAt of the princifiil). arguments and 'fa£b<i^bicli 
prove the •h&ppin6^S'0^.vipttle^• meaning, od this- 
occafion, ohiefly/itfe /ir^/i^ ha^pihds- ■ ' ♦ ' ' • 

The way^ ■ o/* u/i/</a»r {my^Ji't'fayii)< iti^e Wiiys of^ 
fleufantneji^ 'uftd hqppjt is ev&y one th^t.retaineth her, 
Previoufly to any examination of the a&ual ftate 
of mankind, wt may perceive a high probability 
that thi^ aiTcnibft' mitftr' be truf • Virtue is tho 
image of Ood.ln.tht; fbdl^aiul tbe nobltsft thing in 
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the. creation; and, therefore, it muft be the' prin- 
cipal groimitof ^tPoe -happipefr.- I| is: the . rule by 
which God meant that we ftiould aft ; and; there- 
fere, nmft be the way to? the bUfs for which be uv- 
tended us. That Being who gave us our fepfe of 
moral ^^^'^''^^^^°j "^xdk hair ^^^£^^^ that we 

- fliould conform to them ; and he could not delign 
this, and at the £ain$; tii|i& fkiigo: that we fhould 
find it mod for our advantage not to conform to 
them. This -would have been to eft^iih an ili^ 
confiftency in the frame ofnAthrd; and afting in 
a manner which cannot- be fuppofefd* of that fupreme 
powcr^ which> irf every other pJstrt of nature, has 
difcovered higher wifdom than we Ate able to eohn- 
prebend- . o* . v- . • . .. _< .,. ,, . 

Bu|t waiving fuchr.Teafonings, let us apply our* 
felves to tb^ .f^onfideiotioiir a$ tbci affttal ^t, i^f mam^ 
kind in UiiatefpeQiv .AQd> u i i 

flnft, Let . us:t aqaifidw, that by priwaifiilg yirtue 
we gratify thft bigheft powers ija our natures. 
Our. fcigiicft powera. arej undoiihtedlyj otir fenfe of 
moral !excell^€«^, the priacijJe^of iw^fon and re- 
flexion, bcnevptenpe ^ [ vur fellow-craalturea,; ' and 
;t^elov€ of tbr/Dei^v :To^praftife•vi^t^e is to ^a 
io confptpiity tp tbefe poweits, unji to fumi(h. th^ru. 
with their propier gratifications.! Our other powers 

[ being ii^feriortotliefe aod .ftf lefs, dignity^ the hap- 
pinefs grpu^j^a upoi^ thgnijk?^'9iSf.?»^ H^fprip^ na^ 

■ : S reafojiable 
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reafonable being ; and to aflert that his chief hap- 
piriefs confifts in deviating from reafon, would be 
the fame as to fay that his chief happincfs confifts 
in violating his nature^ and contnidicling bimfdf. 

Secondly, In connexion with this we ought to 
remember, that virtue, iti the very idea of it, im- 
plies health and order of mind. The human foul 
is a compoflfion of various afi'c<?lions (landing irt 
different relations to one another; and all placed 
under the direction of confcience, our fupreme fa- 
culty. "When we are truly virtuous, none of thefe 
affeStrons are fuffered to' err efther by exccfs or de- 
fect. They are kept m their proper fuhordiiiation* 
to one anotlier. The faculty that was made to go- 
vern preferves it^ authority ; ahd a due balance i» 
maintained among our inward powers^w To be vir- 
tuous, therefore, is to be in our natural and fouiid' 
ftate. It is to b^ freed fix>m all inward tumult^ 
anarchy, and tyraiiny. It is to enjoy health, and 
order, and vigour, and peace, and liberty ; and^ 
therefore, the greatcft happinefs. Vice, on the 
contrary, is flavery, diforder, and ficknefs. It 
diftftrts our inward frame, and unfcttles the atljuft- 
ments of oufminds. It utiduly raifes fome of our 
powersf, Jihd deprefles others. It dethrones con-^ 
fcience, and fiibjefts it to the defpotifm of blind' 
and lawlefs appetites; In (hort; there is the fame 
difference, in-refpeS: of h?lppinefsy between a "vir- 
tuovs awt ^ vW^ws foul} ^$ {here is between "a dif^f^ 

temjctftdl 
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tempered, body and a body that \g ^vcl/; or between 
a civil ftate where confulion, fa£lion, and licQnti- 
oufaefs rcign^ and a ft ate where order prevails, and 
all keep their proper places, and unite in fubmilfion 
to a wife and good legiOature. 

Again, thirdly.) It .is worth pur confideration, 
that, by pra£lifing vittue,. we gaiu more of the 
united pleafures, arifing from the gratification oi 
all our powers, than we can in any other way- 
That is, in other words, our mor^l powers^ when 
prevalent, enqroach lefs on tj:ie inft^ri9r enj^oynieats 
of pur natures than any of our other powers when 
tjbejf are prevalent. In order to explain this, J 
would, defire you to confider, that the courfe mofl 
'^voiirable to.happinefs muft l?e that which takes 
fr<Hn us the le.aft tha^ ispoflSblef of ajuy of the grati- 
fications and enjoyments, w^ are capable' of. . We 
can take no cQyrfe .^hat will give us an.^qual $nd f\iU 
lhat*e of all the gratifipations pf our appetites. If 
we will gain the ends of fome of our affefticms, we 
muft facrifice others. If, for inftance, we will rife 
to fame and po^er, we muft give up eafe and pka- 
fure. We muft.cringe.and truckle, and do violerice 
to fome of our ftrongeft inclinations. . Jn like man^ 
ner., if we. make money our principal: purfuit, and 
>rouId acquire wealths- we muft oftfn contradift 
Qur d^i;es of fame and tioupwr. We muft keep 
down/ generofity jand ;benqv6lence^ aud tbelove oi 
fenfu*l:4tt«folgpi¥ies,r,iWQ, mnft piniQb,. aod toil, 
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and watchj and eat the bread of carefulnefs. An 
ambitious man hiuft facrificc the gratifications of 
^t covetous man. A covetous man likewife, muft 
facrifice the indulgences of a man of phafure : and 
a man of phafure thofe of the ambitious and worldly- 
minded. Since, then, in ^«y^ry courie of life, there 
is fuch an interference between the feveral objeAs 
of our affeftibns, that courfe in which there is the 
leaji of it, muft be likely to make us moft happy, . 
And it is certain, that there is lefs of it in a virtu- 
ous courfe than any other. Virtue brings with it 
many exquifite pleafures of its own (as I (hall pre- 
fently obferve more. particularly), and, at the fame 
time, does not neceflarily encroach on other fources 
of pjeafure. It is the tery beft means of obtaining 
the ends of moft of our /o«^^^ powers and affedions. 
It is, for inftance, the beft means of gaining ho- 
nour and diftinftion among our ^fellow- creatures j 
for the virtuous man is always the man. who is moft 
honoured and loved.- It is, likewife, one of the 
beft means of becoming profperous m our affairs, 
and gaining a competent (hare of worldly bleffings 5 
for, agreeably to a maxim which we hear often re- 
peated, ^* honefty is the beft policy." A virtuous 
man is the man who is moft induftriou^, and likely 
to be moft en90uraged and trufted in every trade 
and profeffion. In (hort; it is a part- of virtue to 
make ufe cheerfully of all the materials pi happinefs 
with which divine bounty has fupplied, us. Th^re 

is 
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is no lawful aud natural plcafure of which it docspnot 
leave us in poffeffion. It is favourable to every imio- 
centpuriuit, and an excellent friend to every juil and 
laudaUle undortakin<]c* 

Thefe obfervatious remove entirely tire objec- 
tion to the happiutjfs of. virtue, taken from its re- 
quiring labour and circunifpe£lion, and obJiging us 
to reftrain our paflions, ,and to pra£tife felf-deniaJ* 
It is, indeed, true, tliat virtuic reqi^ires this: but 
. you fliould recolleft, that it is by no means pecu- 
- Har to virtue* • I have, on the contrary, been fliow- 
ingthatit.is lefs applicable to virtue than to any 
'.other objeft' of pvirfuit. What labour ^pd felf- 
dijnial do men often praftife in piirfuiiig fame, or 
l\QUOur, or'vmoney .1 What a faoi-ifice doc* the man 
of pleafure make of. his health and fortune ; and to 
what fatigues -does he oftc« put himfelf! It is, 
, flierefore, the utmpft injuftice to virtue to imagine 
fliat the reftraint.of inclination, .and the. pra.6lice of 
felf-denial, are peculiar to it. Thefe are commoix 
to. virtue and vice, and i>e6eHary whatever courfe 
^e tak«. It would be very unreafonabic to men- 
-tlon.as au objeftion here, that virtue may oblige us. 
V) Sacrifice to it evjcn our lives. For this is what 
Ijapp^ns perpetually in vicious courfes. Thoufand?; 
axe every day dying martyrs to .ajnbitior^y. tp luft, 
%^ covetoufnefs, and ititemperance. But icldoni 
4o.e3. it happen, tliat virtue puts us to any fuch % 

trial. 
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trial. On the contran-;^ its general effefl: is to pre- 
ferve and lengthen life. 

It ought to be particularly obferved on this occa- 
fion, that, in comparing the influence of different 
couifes on our haj^inefs, we (hould confider the 
influence they have on our moral and iutelle£tual 
powers, as well as our other powers. Confcience 
is one important part of our -natures. To leave it 
out, therefore, ia forming a fchqme of enjoyment, 

' or in determining what courfe will bring us moft 
happinefs, would be prepofteroL'.s and wild. That 
a courfe of conduft obliges us to run counter to our 
fenfe of moral good and evil, and to give up the 

. fatisfa6lions founded on this fenfe, ought to be 
allowed its juft weight in judging of the happinefs 
of an agent, and to be confidered as a circum- 
ftance diminifliing his pleafurcsj in the fame man-^ 
ner as if he ran counter to any of his other power*, 
or gave up any other gratifications.. Now, every 
fpecics of vice interferes direftly with our fenfe of 
moral good and evil. It gratifies one part of our 
natures at the expenfe of our judgment and reg- 
ion ; and this Is as much !ui argument proving its 
hurtfulnefs, as if it oppofcd our defires of eafe, or 
honour, or ^ny of our other particular affeftions. 
There is, therefore, on this account, ajevere and 
cruel felf-denial in viee. At the fame time that it 
encroaches on ms^ny of the lower fpring^ of a&ion, 
it puts a force /upon tlwj bigb^ftT It obliges usjtp 

C deny 
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deny our confciences ; and, thcfe' being inoft proti 
perly our/elves, it obliges uS to praStife a more proper 
and unnatural felf-denial than any denial of paffion 
and appetite. 

But, to fay no more on this head, what 1 4iave 
meant chiefly to inculcate is, that the courfe moft 
conducive to happinefs muft be that which is moft 
agreeable to our wboh natures y - and that this being 
evidently true of a virtuous courfe, it follows that it 
is our greateft happinefs. 

Hitherto, you have feen that I have argued for 
the happinefs of virtue from the confideratibns, 
*^ that it' affords our higheft powers the proper 
*' gratifications ; that it implies health, and liberty, 
*^ and order of mind ; and tha^ it is more agreeable 
** than any other end we can purfue to all the parts 
of our natures taken as making together one fy- 
- ^* ftem/^ There is a great deal more to bfe faid, to 
which I muft requeft your attention y for. 

Fourthly, It deferves your confideration, that 
much of the pleafure of vice itfelf depends' on fome 
fpecies or other of virtue combined with it. All the 
joys we derive from friendfhip, from family-con- 
^ ncxions and affinities, from the love and confidence 
of our fellow-creatures, and from the intercourfe of 
good offices, are properly virtuous joys : and there • 
np courfe of life which, were it deprived of thefe • 
joys, would not be completely miferable. The en- 
j^fmcDts^ therefore^ of vicious men are owing to 

the 
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the remains of virtuous qualities in them. There 
is no.inan fo vicious as to have nothing good left 
in his character; and could we conceive any i'uch 
man, or meet with a perfon who was quite void of 
benevolence, ten:>perance^ good-hflmour, fociabfe- 
aefs, and honour, we fhould deteft him .as an- 
odious monftcr, and find that he -was incapable of 
all happinefs. Wickednefs, when confidered by 
itfelf and in its naked form, without any connexion 
with lovely qualities, - is nothing but flianic, and 
pain, tind diftrefs. If the debaUcbee enjoys Any^ 
thing like happinefs, it is becaiife he joins to his- 
debauchery fomething laudable, and his tender and» 
fecial feelings are not extirpated. In like manner, 
if a covetous man has any thing befides perplexity 
and gloominefs in his hearty it is becaufe there are 
fome virtues which he pra<9:ifes, or becaufe he- dif- 
guifes his covetoufnefs under the ibrms ofthe^ 
virtues of prudence and frugality. T^is then being, 
the cafe, fince even the pleafure that vice enjoys is 
thus founded upon and derived from virtuous qua- 
lities, how plain is it that thefe conftitute our chief 
good, and that the more of them we poffcfs, fo 
much the more mufl; we ppflefs of theiburces of 
pleafure! The-virtuous man is the moft generous 
man, the mod friendly, the mod good-natured,- 
the moft patient and contented. He has moll of 
the fatisfaftions refulting from fympathy, and 
bumanityj and natural afie£i:ion; and To certain id 
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it that fuch a perfon mVift be the happleft, that the 
wicked themfelves, if in any refpeft happy, "can ba 
To only as far as they. either are the fame Ihat he isy 
or think themfelves the fame. 

Fifthly, I have already obferved, that virtire 
leaves us in podTeffion of all the com moa enjoyments 
of Iffe. rt is neceflary now to add, that it g6eff 
much beyond this. It not only- leaves us in poflef- 
fion of all innocent and natural pleafures, but im* . 
proves and refines, them. It not only interferes lefs 
with the gratification of our different powers than 
vice does, but renders the gratification of many of 
them more the caufe of pleafure. This effeft it 
produces by reftraining us to regularity and modera- 
tion in the gratification of our defires. Virtue for- 
bids only the wild and extravagant gratification of 
our^firesj That is, it forbids only fuch a grati- 
fication of tfaem as goes beyond the bounds of 
nature, and lays the foundation of pain and mifery. 
As fer as they were defigned by our Maker to yield 
pkafure, we are at liberty to indulge them; and 
further we cannot go without lofing pleafwire. It is 
a truth generally acknowledged, that the regular and 
moderate gratification of appetite is more agreeable 
than any forced and exorbitant gratification of it. 
Excefs in every way is'painful and pernicious. We 
can never contradift nature without fuffering and 
bringing, upon ourfelves inconveniences. Is there 
ariy man to whom food and deep are fo pleafant a» 

to 
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to the temperate man ? Are the mad and polluted 
joys of the fornicator and adulterer equal tp the 
pure and chafte joys of the married' ftate ? Dapam-* 
pered and loaded appetites afford as much delight as 
appetites kept under difcipline, and never palled by 
riot and licentioufnefs ? Ts the vile glutton^ > th& 
loathfome drunkard^ or the rotten debauchee^ -as ' 
bappy as the fober and virtuQus man> who b<fii a 
heakhful body, a ferene mind, said general credit ?' 

Thus is virtue a friend evoa to appetite^ Bui'; 
this i» not thee obfervation I intended to in£ft tmi 
What I meant here principally to recorhmend to* 
your attention was, that virtue* improves all ther 
bleffings of life^ by putting us into a particular dif-^ 

pofition for receiving pleafure fr6Ki them, it rc-^ 
moves thofe internal evils, which ^Uute' and im-*-- 
pair the fprings of enjoyment withto'us. If renderar" 
the mind eafy and (atisfied within itfelf, and there» 
fore more fufceptible of delight, and more openrta 
all agreeable impreffions. It is a -^ common obfer- 
vation, that the degree of pleafure which we re- 
ceive from any obj efts depends on the difpofition we 
are in to receive pleafure. Nothing i» fweet ta ar 
depraved tafte'; nothing beautiful to a difteiiJipered:' 
eye. This obfervation holds with particular force' 
in the prefent cafe. Vice deftroys the reliih of 
fcnfible pleafures. It takes ofV (I may fay) frorar 
the fruit its flavour, and from the rofe its hue. It 
twrmihlM the beauty of nature^ and ^communieato 
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a bitter tinftuie to every enjoyment. Virtue, oil 
^e contrary, fweetena every bleffing, and throws J 
new luftre on the feice of naiiire. It chafes awty 
glooniinefs and peeviihnefs ; aiid^ by itrengthening 
the kind afle&ions, and introducmg into the fool 
. good hmnoMj* and' tranquillity, makes every pleajSng 
foene and occurrence more pleafing* 

Again, fixthly ^ Let us confider how masy peculiar 
joys virtue has, which nothing elfe can give, il is 
mot poffible to enumerate all thefe. We may, on 
this occafion, recoIle6l firft thofe joys which pecef- 
&rily %ring from the worthy and generous affec- 
ticms. The love of the Deity, benevolence, meek- 
I Be&, and graititude, are by their nature attended 
with picafure. They put the mind into a ferene 
and cheerful frame, and introduce into it fome of 
the moft delightful fenfations. Virtue confifts ia 
the exeocife and: cultivation of thefe principles. They 
form the temper and conftitute the character of a 
virtuous man 3 and, therefore he muft enjoy pleafures 
to which men of a contrary charafter are ftrangers. 
It is not conceivable, that a perfon ill whom the 
naiU and generous aflfeftions thrive ihould not be m. 

I 

a more happy ftate than one who counterai9:s and 
ftipprefles them ; and who, inftead of feeling the joy 
which fprings up in a heart where the heavenly graces 
-ipd virtues refide, is torn axid diftrafted by anger, 
* ipiiliqe, and envy. 

;BHt. fcM:tb^.5 Peace of oonfciejice is. ^pptJEiQif 

9 blefEng 
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blcffiflg peculiar to virtue. It reconciles us to. 
ourfelves as well as to all the world. As nothing 
'can be fo horrid as to be at variance with one's felf^ 
fonotiiing can be fo delightful as to be at peace 
with one's felf. If we arc unhappy within our 
own breafts, it fignifics" little what ^i^tcmal advan* 
tages we ^njoy. If we want our <Kvn approbation^ 
tt is of little coofequcoce how much olbers applaud 
us. Virlue fecures to uB bur own approbation. 
It reduces to harmonv, under the dominion of con- 
(cience^ all our jarring powers. It makes our re^ 
fleftions agreeable to us ; and the mind a fund of 
comfort to itfdf. 

Again; A fenfe of God's favour is anollier 
iburce of pleafure which is peculiar to virtue. The 
Divine government is an object of terror to a 
wicked man. He cannot think of it without trouble. 
But a virtuous man derives his chief confolations 
from hence. He is confcious of a£Ung in concert 
with the Deity, of obeying hifrlaws^ and of imi- 
tating his perfe6i;ions. He, therefore, exults in the 
aiTurance of having him on his fide, and of being 
under his Almighty protedion. He knows that 
the Sovereign of the univerfe loves him, and is his 
unalterable friend. 

Once more. A virtuous man poflefles the hope 
of a future reward. Every one knows how mighty 
the power of hope- is to invigorate and cheer the 
miix)' Tbeure ia no fiich hope aa that of the virtu- 
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ous marii Hfe hopes for a- perfeft govemirrtot iw 
the heavens; and this comforts him araidft all the 
diforders of earthly governments. He* hopes for ar 
refurreftion from death to' a blcfled immortality. 
He expefts foon to take poffeffion of a treafure;^ in 
the heavens that faiieth not ; to receive an incor-^ 
ruptible inheritance; to exchange ignorance and 
doubt for knowledge ; and to be fixed in that world 
where he (hall join fuperior beings, and be' always- 
growing more wife, andgood^ and great, and happyy 
till fonue time or other he fliall rife to honours and 
powers wliich are no more poflfrble to be now con- 
ceived by him, than the powers of an angel can bo 
conceived by a child in the womb. This is indeed 
• an unbounded and raviflring hope. If chriftianity 
be true, we have abundant reafon for it. Ghrift 
came into the world to raife us to it ; and the moft 
diftant glimmering of it is enough' to eclipfe all the 
glory of this world; 

Such are the Angular bleffings of the virtuous man/ 
Let us, in the next place, take into confidej|ition? 
fome pecuKar qualities of the hiappinefs now 
defcribed. This will complete our view of this 
fubjeft, and render it unneceffary to add any thing 
to convince an attentive perfon of the truth I am 
infifting upon. Virtue has a great deal of peculiar 
happinefs ; and that happinefs has many excellent 
qualiticsj which belong to no other happinefs. It 
IS, for inflanct^' more permanent than- any other 

^' happincfe. 
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bappinefs. The pleafures of the vicious arc tranfunt\ 
but virtue is a fpriiig of ^o////rt;z/ pleaiure and fatid- 
facliohr The pleafures which attend the gratifica- 
tion of our appetites foo^ pall. They are gone 
for ever after the moment of gratification; and, 
when carried to excefs, they turn ta pain and dif- 
guil. But nothing like this can be faid of the plea- 
fures of virtue. Thefe never cloy or fatiate. They 
can never be carried to excefs. They are always 
. new and frefh. They may be repeated as often a& 
we pleafe, without lofing their reliih. They are 
fuch as will not only be/ar repetition and reiie(Slion, 
but are improved by them. They will go with 

i, us to all places ; and attend us through every chaa- 
ging fcene of life. No inclofurcs of ftone or iron, na 
intervention of feas and kingdoms can keep thenv 
firom us. They delight alike at home and abroad*^ 
^y day and by night ; in the city and m the defert. 

I The aid of wine and of company is not neoeiikry to 
enable us to enjoy thtan. They are, ia trutb,f 
enjoyed in the greatcft perfeAion, when the mind^ 
coiledingitfelf within itfelf, and withdrawing itfelf 
from all worldly objefts, fixes its attention only on: 
its own ftate and profpefts. 

It follows from thefe obfervations, that the Eap- ' 

pinefs of virtue is a more independent happinef» 

than any other. . It is, if I may fo fpeak, more 

ane with the foul 5 and, therefore, lefs fubjed to 

the' operations of external caufes. The pleafure 
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arifing from the confcioufnefs of having donif" *• 
worthy action, of having relieved a diftrefl'ed family^ 
or fiibdued our anger, our envy,' or our impatience 5; 
this is a pleafure which enters jnto the -vTry fub- 
fidnce of the foul', and cannot be torn from it with-* 
out tearing it from itfelf^ and deftroying its exift- 
ence. All other pleafures are precarious in the-' 
higheft. degree. \¥e have but little power over 

. them ; and they may be taken from- us^lhe next mo-' 
ment^ in fpite of our^ ftrongefl efforts to retain thcmi.- 
But the joy conneftec} with a right a£l!ion> with af 
felf-approving heart, and the hope of a glorious* 
eternity, no accidents can take v>ay. Thcfe at-e 
inivard bleffings which are. not liable to be affeftec? 
by Quhvard caufes ; and which produce a bappinef* 
that is immutable^ and not poflibre to Be loft^ except 
"wkh our own confent* 

There is npthmg that the ancient philofopherr. 
have taken fo much pains^ to mculcate, as the im- 
portance of placing out happinefs^ only in things' 
within our power. If we place it in. fame, or 

• money, or any external good, it v, ill have a moft 
deceitful foundation, and w-e ftiall be liable io 

, perpetual difappointment : Whereas, if we place 
k in the exercife of virtuous affedions,. in tran- 
^uilHty of • mind, in regular paflions> in doing 
God's will, and the hope of his favour; \fre 
fliall have it always at our command. We fhall 
never be liable to difapgpintments^ We fliall find 

tnW 
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.Jtnic reft to our fouls, and be in a fituation like to 
that of a perfon lifted to the upper regions of tlie 
atmofphere, who hears thunder roll, and fee* 
lightnings flalh, ^nd the clouds fpread below hini, 
while he enjoys ferenity and funfliine, 

I mufl add, that the happinefs of virtue is a furs 
and refined happinefs. It is fcated in the mind. 
Other happinefs has its feat in the body« It is the 
happinefs of angels* Other* happinefs is the happi- 
nefs of bmtes. It muft, therefore, be alfo the nioft 
folid, the mod fubftantial and exalted happinefs. 
I obferve this, becaufe I believe the generality of 
men are difpofed .to look upon no happinefs as folid 
which is purely fpiritual. What I have juft faid 
affords a demonftration of the contrary. The moil 
exalted happinefs muft be that of fuperior beings, 
of angels, and of the Deity. But this is a happi- 
nefs that is fpiritual, and which has no connection 
with the gratifications of fenfe. The happinefs of 
Ae virtuous, therefore, being of th6 fame kind, it 
muft be the moft real and fubftantial. 

To fay no more on this head ; Let me defire you 
to confider, that the happinefs of the virtuous man 
continues with him even in affliftion. This is one 
of the moft diftinguifliing properties of this happi* 
left* Virtue, as it increafes the relifli of profpe- 
rity, blunts likewife the edge of adverfity. It is, 
indeed, in adverfity, that the power of virtue to 
make us happy appears to the greateft advantage. 

It 
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It kindles a light in the foul in the darkcft feafons, 
and very often produces then the higbeft blifs'when 
ahittial nature is at the loweft, and otherjoys have 
deferted us. There is, in this refpeft, a moft ftrik- 
. ing difference between the condition of the virtuous 
-and vicious man. In adverfity the vicious man be- 
comes completely wretched. He has no comfort- 
able reflexions to fupport him ; no protecting Deity 
to triift in ; no profpeft of future blcffings to encou- 
rage him. Wherever he turns his eyes, all is con- 
fiifion and diftrefs. Reafon and confcience have 
him to themfelves, and inflift the (harped fufferings. 
But the ^^rtuou^ man in adverfity may rejoice and 
exult. Whatever he now fuffers, he may he alfured 
that all will end happily. When flefli and heart 
fink under him/ faith and hope and charity unite 
their influence to fuftain him. A heavenly voice 
whifpers peace to him, when all abotit him fpeak« 
terror; and the confolations of God delight his 
foiil, when the fprings of worldly comfort are dried 
up. Particularly, in the folcmn hour of death he 
has reafon to be compofed and cheerful. That is 
the hour which feals the vicious man under rum r 

ft ^*^ 

but it confirms and perfects the happinefs of the 
virtuous man, and fets him free for ever from pai^n 
and danger. He can therefore look forward to it 
without difturbance, and meet it joyfully. Reli- 
gious and virtuous principles, if they have their due 
efficacy, will enable us to die witb dignity aad 

triumph 
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Tliey will change the afpe£t of the kihg of terrors 
into that of a friend end deliverer, and c^ufe us to 
defire and welcome his flroke. 

Thus have I fliown you tliat religious, virtue is 
our chief good. And we may now, with fall con- 
vidion, take up the words of my text, and fay with 
Solomon^ That her ways are ways of pUafarUrufSyand 
that all her paths are peace ; thatjhe U a tree of life 
to them that lay bold of her \ and that happy is every 
one that reiameth her. 

I will only further deflre your attention to the fol- 
lowing inferences, 

Firft. Ho\y wTong is it to conceive of religious 
virtue as an enemy to pleafure ! This is doing i^ 
the greateft injuftice. It is, without all dpubt, the 
very bell friend to trqe pleafure. Were we iadec4 
to judge of ^it from the ItitTnefs and feverity of fomc 
who pretend to it, we might be forced to cnterttii^ 
a diiferent opinion of it. But fuch perfons do no^ 
iliovv it us in its true form. They miftak(8 it| 
nature, and are ftrangersto its^genuine fpirit, Ont 
part of the duty it requires of us,- is to 4CC(|)t 
ibankfully every innocent gratification of life, an^ 
to rejoice evermore, Inltead of driving qs, wilt 
the wretched votjiries of fiiperllilitm, into deferts^d 
cloiiterS) and ntakipg us moroie and gloomy, it c«U« 
u9 out into foeiety, and diipofes us to .eonit^ot 
alacrity and choerfulncfii. . . * ^»il. 

iJ pSccondlv. 
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Secondly. < What ftrong evidence haye'we for 

fhe tnoral ^vernment of the Deity ? You have 

feen that he has fo conftituted nature that virtue 

is^ by its neceffary tendency, ouf greateil blift. He 

is, therefore, on ^flxc fide of virtue. By eftablifli- 

ing-the connexion I have teen reprefenting between 

it and happinefs, be has dedared himfelf its firiend 

ih a maimer the moft deciiive. What we fc« take 

place of this connexion in the prefent life is the 

beginning of a moral government; ai;id it fhould 

lead us to expeft a future life, whefe what is now . 

tegun will be completed; where every prefent 

irregularity will be fet right, virtue receive its full 

reward, and vict\\sfuU puniihment. 

Laftly. What r^afons have we for feeking virtue 
dbove all things ? You have heard how happy it will 
make us. Let us then pray for it, eameftly ; and 
defpife every thing that can come in competition 
yMh if. If we have this, we can want nothing that 
k defirable. If we want this, we can have nothing 
tbat wiH do us any fubilantial fervice^ Go then, all 
yt eitfelefs and irreligious men. Take to yourfdves 
your money, your honours, and polluted pleafures. 
i would defire virtue only. There is nothing 
elfe worth mn eager wiih. Here would I centre all 
my cares and labours. May God grant me this, 
«nd deny me what elfe he pleafes ! This is his 
tdMiiceft bleffing ; his beft and richeft gift. This 

18 
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> that tree of Hfe whofe leaf never withers^ and 
^hofe fruit ^vill revive us in every hour of dejeftion, 
ure all, our maladies^ and prolong our exigence to 
ndlefs £^s \ for^ as St. Paul fpeaks, if we have 
ir fruit unto b%linefs^ xmf ind will h EVBRLAST- 
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John xi. 43, 44. 

t 

ANO WHEl? HB HAD THUS 8POKEN^H&CmXXI> 
WITH A LOUD VOICE r I.AZARUSy edClK» 
FORl^R ! ANI> HE THAT WAS DEAD CAJfBi 
VORTH BOUND HAND. AND FOOT WlTBi; 
GRATE -CLaTHES. AND HIS PACK Wifc# 
BOUND ABOUT WITH A NAPKIN. JESITS 
&AKTH TO THEiC ; LOOSE UIM^ AHD LB12; 
' HIM GC 

Mt defign from the(e words> is to make & few 
obfervation^ on the miraculous i^ related ia t&em- 
This 18 one of the moft remarkable o£ aU pur Sa«^ 
viour's^ miracles. It is related* by the apoftle John* 
With a fimpUcity of %le^ and the maia circumftance» 
attending it are. told with a minutenefsi anx^ at the* 
fame Ume^ a bnevity^ that cannot but impreifs aa u^^ 
prejudiced miiul.. Had a peifon^ who knew, he was^ 
endeavouring to gain belief to an impofition which: 
he had beeti concerned ia contciving^ given, us tbis" 
narrative^ it would have been told in a very difierent. 
manner. It would, probably, havQ been drawn out 
to a greater length. No particular mention* would' 
have been made cf times^ places^ and perfons | and? 

D 3, £nner 
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fome affefted a{k)Iogiesii 'and ccfiouiings would have 
been introduced to give it a plaufibility, and to guard 
againi^ Qt]^e<%M%LiSd> Bert, inflead of fhis^ we find it a 
narrative plain andartlefs in the higheft degree, 
without a circumftance that fliows an attempt t^ give 
it any drefs, or an .e;?cpreflioia that betrays a defign to 
furprife and deceive. In (hort ; the aftonifliing mi- 
rudia, which ». tfe«?riibjc6h xi cthis: narrahvc, is' told 
T««XAftly aarvirc ihc^uW eKp^^ an hcmeft but lialet- 
toid cn&n^ who.'had.beeax familiarijEed to cnicacles, 
ttt -relate t'fajft of ^his (kin^lf tQ whieb he wf^ i«)on- 
f^M b£ having been roeye and tux witne& . 
T'tt b£i8 been thought Arangeihat the other evange- 
MHi ha^i^ mniued to give us an account of this mi- 
racle. Several reafons have been affigned for this 

©miflion, .which I will juft mention to you. 
"'•"■J. ' 

It (hoiird oe corifidered, that hpne of the evange- 

Rrfs appear to have aimed at giving us a complete 
account of all* our Saviotar^s miracles. It fliould be 
confidererf fiirther, that this miracle was performed 
in the interval 6f tiihe between our Saviour's going 
into the country beyond Jordan, and his goiiig up to- 
his laft paffover ; and that this was a more private 
pak of his mhiiftry, concerning which the other 
evangelifts have f aid little. But what deferves moft 
to be attended to is, that the evangelifts muft have 
felt a particular'delicacy with rcfpeft to the publica- 
tipn of thi§ miracle. Firft; bccaufe it was a miracle- 
performed on \ friend in a family with which our 
Saviour was intimate. And fecohdiy ; becaufe Laza* 

rus 
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nis might be ftiU liTing at the time they wrote tbeir 
gofpels^ and might be fubje&ed to great iiKrcmyenlen-« 
ces by ha>nng his name mentioned as the fubjeft of 
fuch a miracle-. This^ however^ was a rcaibn which 
cannot be fuppofed to have exiAed wheot John wrote^ 
There was a tradition among the Fathers, that Laxa^ 
rus lived thirty years after his/i^efurreSion; and John 
did not writehia ^>^1 tHAiableaiSifoirty or fifty years 
afterwaixis. Lasants, therefore, moft probably was not 
then alive; and John, for this reafon, mv\& have beent 

mote at liberty to giiidtn account of bis refurre^lian. 

It feems proper further to inention here, that St. 
John, as he wroli Mft, wrdte alib oo purpofe to give 
a fiippleraentto the other gcrfpels. He had read tbefe 
gofpels; and finding that fome important particulars 
were omitted in thero, and others not fully enough 
related, he compofed bis gofpel to fupp]y their ^efefts, 
John's gofpet wiH appear particularly ftriking when 
viewed in- this light. Whoever will compare it with 
the other gofpeb, muft find that he is generally care » 
fu! to avoid repeating accounts which the other 
X ^vangelifts had given before him ; and that the bulk 
of it ts a relation of fadts and inftruftions about 
which they have been filent. The account I am now 
to confider is one inrftance of this. Though ex- 
tremely lliort, confidering the magnitude of the fa6^, 
it is given us more fully than raoft of the accounts - 
of Chrift's other miracles i a^ we cannot employ 
aurfelves mor^ profitably thaniin confidering it. 

What may be. firA worlh yo\u notice iii, this mi- 
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rade^ is the chara&er of the perfon on whom it 
Was perfonned. Our Saviour had a particular i^S* 
kAioik for kini. He caHs him. his /riend ia the 
nth rerfe of this chapter^ and the meflfage which 
waft fent him ta acquaint him* with his iiinefe was 
expreflled iathefe words; Lord, Behold, be whom 
ibou lowji is Jick^. We may well believe^ that a 
perfon vAo was thus dtfiiiguiflied muft have beea 
endued with feme very amiable qualities.. John 
tiells us further^ that he had two filters, whofe 
names were Mantia and Maty ; and that they 
lived together' in a village ealled ^etbany, within 
fifteen furlongs of Jerufalem. ,i^hen Lazaru^. was. 
taken ill, our Saviour iMisjat a tonfiderable dif- 
fance from Befbariy. It was natural fijr Martha 
and Mary, knowing the particular afie£lion he had 
for their brother, to- hope that he would exert thofe. 
miraculous powers by which ke bad cur^ pthera^ 
in recovering this^ his ^^«J» They, therefore,, 
fent to him to inform, him of their brother's fick* 
nbfs, hoping that he would foon come to them,: 
and give them relief. But, we are told, that,, 
after receiving the meflage, he ftaid two days in 
the place where he was. The r^afon of this delay 
was, that he chofe Lazarus ihouk) die' before he 
got to Bethany, becaufehe intended^ for the fuller 
manifeftation of his diviiie miffion, to. raife him 
flX)m the dead. Had he been on the fpot when La- 
jzarus died^ he would have fuSf^red, perhaps iomt 
trotiblefome importunities^v &or, I thiak^ would 

^ it 
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it have looked fo well for him to have permitted 
Lazarus to die, while he was with him, and after 
that to raife him from the dead. 

Secondly ; The humility which our Lord dif- 
covered on this occafion is worth our notice. After 
flaying two days where he was when he received 
the account of Lazarus's ficknefs, he told his dif- 
ciples that he was refolved to go into Jud^a^ and 
invited them to go with him, informing them, ftt 
the fame time, of tlie death of Lazarus. The 
words in which he gave this information are -a jik- 
tle remarkable. Ver. ii. Our frun^ jMnarus 
JUipeib, and I go to awah him. out o/JIeif. Hfe 4oe8 
not fay, Lazarus is dead. That would have b^Ha 
too harffa. Nor does he fay ; Jgo'U rai/i UfH'from 
the dead, and thus to dijplay my great power. A de<- 
ceiver would, probably, hiave ufed fome boafting 
language of this kind. But he, avoiding all oftien- 
tation^ Mprefles hixnfelf in the gentleft sod fimj^ft 
language, faying only, *^ that Lazarus wa« qfleep, 
'and that {le was going to wale^xim,*^' ■ Another 
^trcumftance, to the fame purpofe, is his ordering 
the Sone to bb removed from the m6uth of the fe- 
|h4chre, juft before he ordered Lazarutf to cofioe 
forth. He might, undoubtedly^ have commanded 
the flone* ta roll away of itfelf ; and, ^irhaps^ a 
bold impoftor would have been repreferited as doing 
this.' But our Lord did not -multiply miractes 
netdlefdiyj or do any thing for the ftike only iof 
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.1 
iliow and parade. Again; the manner in whicfc 

he refers this miracle to the will and power of God 
requires our attention. After the ftone was taken 
away, hq made, we are told, a folemn addrefs to"- 
God ] and, lifting iip his eyes, faid. Father^ I 
thank thee, that thou hajl beard me. This implies, 
tfcat his ability to work this miracle was the confe- 
quence of his ha^ring prayed for it* Throughout 
his whole mhiiftry he was careful to direA the. re- 
girds of men to the Deity, as the fountain of^jfll 
^M powers'. His language was } The Father who ' 
^tSfUftUHbin mcy he dheth'fBe works'. I can qftntne (nan 
' fAf^ noibing. fcame Us do the will of him ibatfent 
mi* 

Thirty; Wc fliould take notice In the adcount 

• 6f this miracle of the Tfi^DSRKfiSd and jsshevo- 
; -LiiiNciB of our Sarhmr's difpofitioq, It it fatd^ tkat 

wbenhefsw Mary weepings ftnd the Jews aUo weqp* 
iog^ he groaned in bis fpirit, and was troubled* Aod 

, it is added, as a circumftanee particularly obfierva* 
We, that ,HB Kkewife wept, Jbsus- wkpt. Ver., 
35» The remarks which, ve «re lold, th^ fpe^« 

. tors made on 'this> ftre very naturals Some, ima« 

• gming that his tears flowed from bis concern for 
' the death of his fri^^id, bM^ Behold, ho^ he lQv$d 

him I Others, wondering that^ as Lazarus was bis 

£riend> he had not exerted the miraculous' powers 

; by which he bad cured others in curing him, faid ; 

Could not this inan^ who opened the eyes of^tb$ hUnd^. 
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Ii^dve cUufed that even tbis,manjl(puld not have JUJ ^ 
Ver, ^y. The reafon of his w'eeping could not be 
his forrow for the death of Lazarus | for he well 
I knew that he fliould foon reftore hini to lifei but, 
moft probiably, his fymp^thy with the forrow of 
Lazarus's - friends^ heightened by reflexions, to 
I whieh on this occafion he might be led,, on death 
I ^d its attendant ^vils. He might, likewife, be 

I* much imprefled (as we find he was at other times) 
by obferving the perverfenefs difcovered by fome of 
the Jews who furrounded him, and by his foreiight 
I of the calamities that threatened thetn. We have 
an account of his weeping on another occafion in 
I Luke iix. 41. where it is faid, that when he came 
near to Jeru/alem and beheld it, he 'iuept over it. 
la thefe inftances we fee plainly the workings of an 
I ardent benevolence; and we may infer from them^ 
that it is by no means below the char^fter of a wife 
(man to bfe, on certain occafions, fo far overcome 
by his alTeftionate feelings, as to be forced into 
tear^. Thir happened to our Saviour on the occa- 
fions I have mentioned ; and he only appears to us 
the more amiable for it. Wretched, indeed, is 
that philofopby which teaches us to fupprefs our 
tender 'feelings. Such a philofophy, by aiming at 
elevating .uB above human nature, iinks us below 
it. Out Saviour was greater than any human 
being 5 and yet we find that even he wept. How 
foolifli then would it be in us to be afhamed of auy 
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fiimlar tenderaefs into which we may be forced ! 
A ftoical infenfibility is certainly rather,, a vice 
than a virtue. At no time ,does a perfon ap- 
pear more lovely than when conquered by his 
kind affe6lions, and melted by them into tears. 
Let us then learn to defpife all pretenfions to a 
wifdom which would take from us amy of our 
natural fenfibililies ^ remembering, however, to 
keep them always, as far as we can, under proper 
»reflraint. It is neither a fin, nor a weaknefs, to fall 
into tears; but it is wfong to wxcp like perfons 
who have no hope, or who are not fatisfied with" 
God^'5 will. Our paffions have been wifely and 
kindly given us; and our duty is, not to eradicate, 
but to regulate them, by fo watching over them 
as never to fuffcr them to lead us into any excefles 
tliat would betray an impotence of mind, and a 
dilBdence of Providence. 

Fourthly; The dignity of Chrift in woikins 
this mirs^cle dcfervcs our attention. Ifow great did 
he appear in his converfaticm with Martha before 
he got to the fepulchre; and, particularly, when 
he declared of himfelf that he was the Resurkkc- 
TiON and the Life, and that be who heTievith in 
bim, though he were dead^ yet Jhall he live I ilow 
great did he appear when, after addreffing himfelf 
to the Deity, he cried out with a loud voice at the 
fepulchre, Lazarus, co'ME forth! And when, 
iif confequencc of this call, Lazarus immediately' 
9 awoke 
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* 
awoke from deaths and fhowed himfelf in perfeft ' 

health ; what a manifeftation was this of his glory, 

and how evidently did it prove that the power of 

God dwelt in him ! 

But this leads me to defire you to attend to th« 

aflurance this miracle gives us of the divine mif- 

fion of Chrift. We can fcarcely conceive a more 

wonderful exertion of power, than (he inftanta- 

neous reftoration to life and health of a perfon 

whofe body was putrefying in the grave. He that 

did this' muft have been fent of God. It is wholly 

inconceivable, that a deceiver fhould be able to 

produce fuch credentials. It is only the power 

(which g^e life that can thus reftore it, arid re- 
unite our fouls and bodies after a feparatibn. We^ 
may,' therefore, aflure ourfelves, that the pcrfbn 
who worked this miracle, and who poflclTed fuchi 
an abfolute command over nature as,Chjift dif- 
covered, was indeed what he declared himfelf to be, 
a Meflenger from heaven to fave mankind^ and tha|b 
great Meffiah, whofe coming had been promifecT 
from the beginning of the world. 

It has been urged by unbelievers, that, granting 
the reality of miracles, they are no proof of the 
truth' of doftrines, there being no connexion be- 
tween a difplay of fufiernatural pow6r and truth. 
The ftrcfs which urlbelievcrs have laid on this ob- 
jeAion is mere afTeftation. Die) they believ^ the 
miracjes, they would, whatever thry pretend,i find 

E themfclvei 
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tl|emf(?lwis under a necefSty of- receiving the doc- 
truies of Chriftianity; and it will be tunc enotigb 
t» apfwcr ^6 objedtiob^ when a man can be found 
not a lunatic, who can honeftly fay, that be be- 
Ueves the S2iicacle in partieukr which is the iubfoft 
of this difcwrfe, but does not believe the doi^nne 
whiph it was intaided to pi'ovip:* 

But «viiat deferves more particular notice heie i«, 
that it appears fruaa ^s miraqle^ that Chrift is 
hereafter to raife all mankind iirom death. Juft 
before be performed it, Martha having faid to hifu^ 
hord^if tbou boil/i been ber^^ viy brother bad not died^ 
he told lier^ in order to comfort her, that her 

r 

brother fhould riie again. She, not underfiatkli]^ 
hini# replied, I htwiu that he Jbnll rife agmn at the 
refurreStion at the laji day ; to which he anfwered^ 
with z voice of unfpeakable digmty, / 4m the 
RESUBRECTioiff nnd the Lite: He that bilUvetb 
in me,' though be wete dead^ yet Jhall be Iwe 5 and 
%vbfjf^eveT Uvstb and believeth in me Jhall never dif* 
lixdi i«j ** I am the perfon hv whcon mankind arc 
^^ to be raifed from the dead. It fignifies not 
*^ whether he that is my true Klifciple is dead xwr 
<^ alive. If he is dead, he &all live again ; aii3 if 
•* he is alhe, his exiftencc fhall be continued t^ 
. <' him beyond the grav^, and his difoaiffion from 
^^ this .world (ball be his intcodu&toD to a better 
*^ world, wiiere he ftall never tfe."— After mak- 
2Xig4his dedaration,and to deooouftrate the tEu(h 

of 
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©f it by pnng & fptcimen of that power by Tchich 

. he was to effsft the unifveffal icfurreiftioii, he 

« walked to Lazarus's grave^ and r^fed him from the 

I dead« What eykjence cotifcf be more decifive ? 

I We have m the goipel-biftory accoimCs of his- 

nufii^ from the dead twcr other perfoo^ } aik^ after 

beiog crucified and btxriedy he rofe himfelf from 

the dead^ and afcended fo heaven. Thefe &£^s 

fxhibh him to car fenfes as indeed the Resurrbc- 

tiO'N and the Lirs. No doubt can remain of z 

dodrine thus proved. Give me leave to hold your 

attention here a httfe loiter. In John v. 25. our 

Saviour^ we are lold^ &id to the Jews, Verify, vt- 

rifyf if^y unto you, the hour is cpmingy und NcrPT IS, 

nvB^n the dead Jh all hear the *t;oice of the Son of God, 

and iief that heat fiait Kvi. Soon afteV uttering 

' Ade words be (aid agaifi> ad i^e reail in tibe fame 

chapter, verfe 9& The bout is coming when wit that 

mre in their grdvei Jbalt hear fhe-voia of the Son of 

MeM^ ^ndfball come forth', they thai ba^e dene good 

' m t^e refwtreSlum of- life, and they Hat have dme 

smU to the refuffeOium of damnation^ 

In the drcumftances^ wbick attended' the refor- 
itAion'^of JLazams, our Saviour feems^ to have rb« 
lerred to ihefe declarations, and to have intended 
to verify and exemplify them. He cried, we are 
told, verfe 43, with a loud voice,, like, pertiaps, to 
that by which • he had faid he would hereafter faife 
all the deadj. Lazarus3 come forth! and in a 

£.1^ oioinent. 
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moment he did come forth. Thus will the whole 
,worId^ at the laft day, hear the voice of the Son of ' 
"God. Thus will he then burft the 'bars of the 
grave, refcue from the king of terrors his prifoners, 
, and call to life the dead of all nations, ranks,', and 
times. How awful this prol^ft ! How coiifoling 
arid elevating to good men, amidft the wafte that 
death is continyally making arotind them ! What 
reafon have we to value our relation to that de- 
liverer to whom, under God, it is owing ! And 
how ought we to triumph in the aflurance he Ij^as 
given us, that, though we muft foon lofe our 
powers in death, we fhall hereafter recover them ; 
fpring up from the duft at his command, new-made 
and improved; and, with all the faithful, enter 
/not . on fuch ^ life as that to which Lazarus was 
fedored) but on a glorious and eQdIefs life in tbe 
. heavens 1 

Befoce I proceed * I fliall here requeft your at- 
tention^i while I briefly confider the objeflions 
which unbdievers have made to the account given 
by St. John of this miracle. Sufficient notice has 
been alrei^dy taken of feveral of thefe obje^ons; 
kut there are fome which have not been mentioned, 
and on which it, will not be improper to nu^e a 
fe^Y remarks. ■ 

It has been afked, whether there is fufficient 
jl)bafon to believe,, ihsii Lamarus was really dt?ad. The 

anfwer 

"^ H«re this fermon was divided into two fermons. 
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tnfwer is, that he died, not /uddenfy, but of an ill- 
nefs that increafed' gradually, and lafttd (bv«nt: 
days; that, in this cafe, there is OKk danger ef 
miftaki-^g^he fignsof death; that hia friends l)ai 
kiried him, and, therefore, muft have aflbrad 
tbemfelves of his death-; liiat he had beea lA^hii- 
grave four days ; and that, had he not been dead^ 
the napkin winch, we are told^ was tied raundtua 
Jace, and the grave-clothes and filktings witlLirfuch: 
he was bounds would alcme lunre heea iufficimt t»' 
kill him. 

It has been further inquired^. &oir, if he vat 
hound hand and foot, as St. John. Cetls> us, ha 
eould^ on our Saviour's caH, eome forth out of tha' 
grave. ' The aiifwer ta obvious- Upon the foppo- 
fiSon of' ttie reafity oftfaefniiaeli^ there ean %e'iiO' 
dtfScuIty in conceiving it earned fo fiur> as not* onl^ 
to bring Lazarus to Itfe^ but -to prelent liim. aifd 
out of the grave before the fpeflatora. But ^w«re it 
neoeflary t^'foppole the miracle not carded -tfiua 
fiir^ the obje£tion would* d e fc yv e little- regaed^ Ibe*^ 
caufe foonded on -asi ignoranoe of ^ «iamier of 
hurling -among liie ancients^ The grasses aacioDg. 
die Jews, and other nations in fofmer times^^ wem* 
eaves hewn out of todcs, in the fides <^ which the 
^tead, after being endbahned,. were depofiCied Mriiiloat 
• coffins. When, lJierefore,.by oar SaviourS order^ 
the ftone was taken away from the mouth of La^ 
SaroB^B fepukfaai^ it is poffiUe iJMX hi^ icor^ might 

£t be 
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be etpofed Xo view; and >vhen- it l«k faid> that he 
tfameJ^orXh Mund band and Jool^ the meaning may 
lie^ not.ithat he walked out of the fepulchre^ but 
that he raifod hinifelf tip hi the fide of the cfcve or 
Ml wJaere.Ji& was laid^.and Aid down frclm it u|H>i1 
Jwi feet> and; there continued till he was unboimd 
Vbd could .walk about. 

c' But the chiief difficulty^ which occurs in confider- 
ing tbeiaccount of this miracle, is the efie6l wbteb« 
we are .told, it had . on , the , chief- pricfts and phari J 
fees. Inftead of being properly impreffed by it, we 
ftad, Tfirfe 53,- Ihat^- after takiiig counfel together, 
4fa[eyrdetiqrmia^ to ufe ^I pofiible nieans to put 
Jefud , .t$i dei^. .Th^y even w^it fo far as to think 
cf . naeaAiirf % f<Pf iputtiqg ,I^zarus biinfelf to death. 
§>piilar to.this; acqpriding to the gofpel-hiftopy, 
w^> tl^&; general condu£); pf the leading Jews with 
xefpe^to <mr Lord. : Inftead of being engaged by 
^e increa^ig glory-of his chftradler, and the over- 
|K)^eii]^ evidence of his miracles, to fubmit to him, 
they were only ftimulated to greater rage, and made 
inore 4efperate ^n their ^'efolution to cruih him: 
4Uid this may feem a pitch of wickednefs^ fo diabo- 
J^QjsX, ^s to exceed the limits of human depravity, 
and, therefore, to be incredible. I am in hopes, 
however, that you will think otherwife, when you 
liave attended to the following obfervations. 

. It U a previous obferyation neceffary to be at« 

^ilds4 t9> tbat the. Jewifh rulers appeared to have 

K ■ been 
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been conviaced of the fupematural power and pro^ 
phetical charadter of our Lord. This the gofpel- 
hiftory plainly tells vu. John xii. 4::^. Among tht 
chief rulers alfo many believed on bimy but did not 
cMjfefs bimy becaufe fbty loved tbe fra'ife of pun more 
than the fraift of God. IVe knowy fays Nicode- 
mus (the ruler who came to Jefus by night,) that 
ibou ar$ a teacher come from God, for no one can do 
ibe miracles tb^u do/l, except God be- with him, John 
iii,. rj. On hearing the report of this miracle in 
particular^ the language of the chief-prieils and 
pbarifees was 5 IVhat do we ? for this man doth many 
miracles* If we let him thus ahncy all men will be-- 
lieve on him* John xi. 47, When we read, that they 
did «o/ believe in him, the meaning is, that they 
did not receive him and fubmit to him as a mef* 
fenger from heaven ; and what, therefore^ is to be 
accounted for is, not fo much their want of faith 
in him, as their rejedlion and perfecution of him 
notwithftanding their faith. 

In order to explain this, I would defire you to 
confider, 

Firft, The general chafafter of the Jews, la 
every age they had been infamous for their perfecu- 
tion of the prophets who were fent to them. About 
this time, more efpecially, it appears that, they 
were arrived at a pitch of wickednefs which wpnt 
beyond, common depravity. Jofephus fays, ^^ that 
^^ he, believed there never exiftcd, from tjbc, begin- 

^^ ning 
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nittg of the world, a generatfon of mentOK^e 
profligate thaa the body of the- J(»wkb leaders 
and nobility wtrt at the time Jferufalcm was be* 
** fitted* by the RomBiM :*^ And if they were theft 
ib vicious, it is not likely they were of a/ different 
chara&er forty y^rt before^ when* our Lord ^macbedt 
to them. 

Secondly )■ The provocation our Lord gave theifr 
ftould be coniidered. It its remarkable, that k does 
iiot appear that ke ever exprefled himfeif with pat«- 
ibGular 'Warmth except when he fpake of thefe men«^ 
Agamft the fcribes and pharifees we fitid him aI-» 
i«rays declaring a mod pointed and irreconciieable 
indignation. Ht charged them with being gnihy 
of almoft every vice that could ft?in a himian cha- 
raftcr; and^ particularly, with religious hypocrify, 
doing ail their good works to be feen of men ; pre- 
tending uncommon fanaity, and making long 
f rayers, but devcmring* widows*- houfes; ftrainitig 
at a gnaty but fwallowing a camel; cafeitil not 
150 6mtt any piftiftilio of a ceremony, and paying 
tithe of mint, anife^ and cummin, but negle^tii^ 
<he weightrer matters of the law, juftice,. mercy^ 
V atod fidelity 5 binding heavy burthens oiv others^ 

m 

ilifhich they would not touch wittt cmcof their 
lingers ; compssfBng fca and land to make one pro<^ 
felyte, who, when made, became tenfold more ar 
i^ild of bell than theihiielves 5 claiming an abfi>- 
litte authority over "the coufciendes df tiie peo|>Ie9 

While 
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while they taught for doftrines the commandments 
of men^ and corrupted the law of God ; 'loving 
greeting^ in the. markets^ and the chief feats m 
fynagogues^ and ftudying (by going about in long 
robes, praying in the comers of the ftreets, founding 
a trumpet when they gave alms, and enlarging the 
borders of their gannents) to appear outwardly 
righteous, while inwardly they were like whited 
fepulcbres, full of dead men's bones and of all 
uncleannefs. . In fhort, their character, according 
to our Lord's reprefentation of it, was completely 
tleteftable ; and, perhaps, the account we have of 
it has been providentially given us to prevent our 
wondering at the violence of their oppofition to our 
Saviour, notwithftanding all they faw and knew qf 
his miraculous powers. He even declared a pre- 
ference to them of publicans and (innere^ of thievos 
and harlots,^ who, he aflured them, were more likely 
to enter into the kingdom of the Me(£ah than they 
were. 

His difcourfe in the fljd chapter of Matthew 
is particvdarly worth your attention on this occa* 
fion. In this difcourfe he denounces the judgments 
of heaven upon them for their wick6dnei^> calling 
them blind guides, and a generation of vipers who 
could not efcape the damnation of hell. He proF- 
nounces feven times the words, Wob unto vou, 

SCRIBES AND PHARISEES, HYPOCRITES ! and 

concludes with faying, there was no remedy for 

ihem^ 
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them, bill that oh th€»i would Com^ alFths ngbfeiM 
blood ufbicb bad been Jhedfrqm tbe beginning of At 
u^orld'y that is/ a pimidiment fo d^dful m toJbeftT 
to be fo expreil^d. Thtis <Bd be hold them ti|t.t9 
ipublic detefiatron as ^nctme» to the progrefe of tMb 
and Tfitue, aifid a body of pton» kniived deftioeit K) 
deftruAtOR : and the efTeft muft have been the niin 
of their credit and iuf4ority» Could there bne 
been a j^rovocallon ftiove Intokrabk? lA 1Mb,': 
Ae wo>ider is, fhftt Ibcy bofe hirii fo l6ng Jttr xWf 
tlid ; and the probability ig, that they wotilll ka^ j 
brought him to ^ qubW edd, bad it ikXA been (9i\ 
M a^e p^doced iM theit minds by thtr iphndciMP iS 
hifi miracks, united to their appirehenfiona of daii-^ 
get firosn the people^ tviu^ ^ ^'^ In&rmcd^ all took 
Vim for a pro]^iet, and were read^ fb< a revotl m W^ 
&vottr» 

But )el tis fiirther ec>nfider what tlkey Mhift hcvB' 
^cffiiei And IMW fmioh t^ey tnuft bate relinqnifiiedi) 
had they fubmitted to him.. They mufl: have made 
themfeNel the diftiplea of the fon of a earpeilterr 
.foUcywcd by twelve aieaoi iifiienj^eii, tifUfaout ftale 
.^ pomp> or even a^place m wbicb to by bis head* 
They muft have de&ended from^ their (eats of ptwer 
Mtyi inlltience^ ind placed thcsmfelves niider tbe dK 
ledion of an enemy who bad unmaiked and ej[po£siF 
tiiem, and from whomlhey coukl expert no' mercy .^ 
£ut above all, they muft have acknowledged them* 
Selves the wicked wretches be bad declared tfaem to^ 

bfij, 
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be, and given up . their anibifion, their hypocrify, 
and thejr vices. Is it (Irauge, that even miracle , 
whatever conviftioa they might extort, did net 
^produce tliis ^eft ? Perhaps, indeed, there is not 
wya; a country under heaven, in which, in Hniilar 
circumilances, our Lord would not meet with finii- 
lar treatment. Suppofe, for inftancc, that in Italy 
a propliet was to arife and to go about preaching 
repentance to the inhabitants ; calling them from 
the worfliip oif the hoft, of images, the virgin Mary^ 
and the faints, to the worfliip of one God ; repro- 
bating popery as a fyftem of fuperfl;ition and fpiri- 
tual fraud and dominatipn, injurious to the cflcntial 
interefts of men, by teacliing a way of being reli- 
gious without being virtuouF, .and of getting to 
heaven without forfaking vice; and, at the fame 
time, deUvering woes againft the public teachers 
and rulers, as hjrpocritical corrupters of true reli- 
gimi, zs fupportcrs of idolatry and falfehood, and 
•oieniies to the improvement and happinefs of man-. 
kind. JSuppofe, I fay, this now to happen in, 
Italy; what can you imagine would be the cffc6l? 
What evidence would be fufllcient to engage the 
pope, the cardinals, and the different orders of . 
pricjfts, to liften to fuch a preacher, and acknow- 
ledge his authority; to renounce their ' ufurped 
honours and dignities; to give up the abufes to 
which thev owed their wealth and. their confc- 

m 

quence^ and- to reform their de£trine and man- 
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ners ? Would not the whole force of clerical and 

' I 

civil power be e>terted to filence aiid cmfli him as 
fooa as poflible ? Would miracles themfclves, unlefs ' 
employed for the purpofe of protecting '.him, long ] 
prefcrve him ? Would he be perfe<Sily fafe, even in I 
tbis country, were he to come to us and to attack 
eftabliflied corruptions, provoke the vicious in high 
places, and unmaflc religious prevaricators, the 
fupporters of abufes, and the enemies of reformation, 
in the manner our Lord did in JucLea ? 

The obfervation I am now making has been ve- \ 
rifled by the experience of all pad ages. Such is ■ 
the power of criminal prejudices, and fuch the 
ftubbormiefs and often the fury of vicious men.in- 
terefted in maintaining; abufes, that reformers, how- '■ 
ever powcrfld their admonitions have been aAd 
eminent their chara6lers, have feldom long efcaped 
perfecution and violent deaths. Provocatidns> mi- 
fpeakably lefs than thofc given to the Jews .by our 
Saviour, have every where produced the fame eSe&s; 
in Athens, the poifoning of Sog rates 5 ia 
Britain, the burning of Cranmer, Latimer, 

R^Dl^EY, &c. 

But this is by no means all that is to be faid in 
anfwer to the objeflion I am confidering. In our 
Lord's circumftances with refpe6); to the jews, there 
was much that was peculiar, and that can never 
again exift in any country. In order to uijderftand 
this, you muft recoiled, that all the Jews were, 

9 in 
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in the time of our Saviour, eagerly ar4d. impatiently 
looking for tbe Mef&ah promifed in their iacred 
^writings; and that the only notion they had of 
this Meffiak was*, that he would be a temporal 
pnnce and a great eonqueror, who, would come 
with a train . of fplcudid courtiers and figns in the 
heavens, fet himfelf at the head of a mighty army, 
deliver them from the Roman yoke^ rcflore them to 
4h^r long loft liberty, and elevate them to the fo- 
vcreignty of the world. Their leading men, ia 
; {iartidular, reckjoned on being the moft favoured.men 
in his kingdom, on having their confequence among 
: the people confimlcd and enlarged, and enjoying 
in the greateft abundance plcafures, preferments^ 
honours, and riches. When, therefore, they heard 
the fame of Jefus, and faw the difpiays of hi^ (u. 
pematural power, they could not but be led to oon- 
dude that he might prove th^ Meffiah, 0X3 at leaftj 
that, the nation would take him to beifo ; and^ as 
he had avowed himfelf theit adverfary, this would 
Ti^ceCarily' alarm thedi* .It was impoffible they 
fhould not HiQiVk Jucb a ^leffiah ; a MeiSah who 
'^ras <^ontinu^Uy wai^ning the people againft them^ 

■ ■ i ■ t ■ ' I I \' 1 ' H i l i J ; |J i f i l I * I mn ■■ 111 WB^ 

^ This- 'opinion ^was not -confiift6d to. the Jews. 
'^Tbere had been, Suetonius tells us (VeJpaf. cap. 4)^ 
THROUGH ALL THE EAST> lui ancient and COH- 
Ihuit expddataoil,' that ait th%t tim^ ifom^ one from 
JcM&ra'fliQiild obtitisi tbe empire of the iwprld/' 



6z Ttefurre'Ukn of Lazarus. 

:and wka had funk their credit; a Mefliah vfti^ 
made humility^ felf-denia!, reptntance, and hca- 
venly-mindednefs, the conditions of his favout; 
a Meffiah who publicly threateiied them^ who htd 
pronounced them the word ^ of mankind^ and de- 
clared that, inftead of (baring in the happtneTs of^ 
the Meffiah's reign, they Would be excluded htm 
it, becoime ddiims of divine juftice, and fuffitr a 
pumihment (harper than any that had been cnf; 

inflifftcd^ 

It is "^ true that, mith wonderful prudenoe,: Ik 

Avoided declaring htmfelf the MeflSah. The.efieft 

-^'fuch a. declaration would have bcenproducii 

' tunrattfi ; which mud have defeated his viewa. 

'proper time for this was after his depattnrv 

'thk' world, ^hen it would be impoffible to imfiaki 

' itfbra -csftl to rebellioh. But the rulers of the: Jein 

'imtift'hatre expelAed tiiat he would fi>on quit has n- 

fette, {Hibltih his pretenfions, and fet up his ftand' 

%iA ; and the more, he diftinginfhied himiUf, 'the 

mbne they mitft have i^prebeiided thtu ht rei^tk 

' 'this with a iticoe(b that (cither by «tidbliiig ihim m 

execute his thneikts^ or by-^bringisig iihe vfiamn 

power upoA tliem)-woidd oecafion their ruin. Tbui 

circumftaiiced, 'e¥ery>niiiacfebe wsought^'ewiry lefii- 

^ many he^tccdfvied'cif'^piqiidarfavottrt iandeveiy*^ 

jAay he made^ifais^irophfetiual ckastt£ktr,<Mdd^ 

viokoce^ 
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Tiolence^ and to rentier them more defpcratc in their 
attempts to provide for their own fecurity by dcftroy- 
ing bini. 

Our Lord's par^ibk of the vineyard let out to un- 
faithful hufbandmcn, delivered not long before his 
crucilixion^ affords a particular contirniation of thefe 
obfervations. la this parable he intimates to the 
chief priells and elders of the people^ that in fpite of 
[., all their efforts he fhould rife to uaivcrfal power; 
and that theconfequence would be^ his falling upoa 
them (like a great comer-ftone) and grinding them 
to powder. And we are told that they undcrftoocj 
his meaning, and were fo exafperatcd by it, that they 
eodeavourcd immediatelv.tofcize him, but wcrcde- 
tttrred by the poopk. Sec the xxift chapter of JMat- 
tb«w^ from the 25th verfe to the end. 

In, ihort; Jefus, after raifing L/izarz^ from the 
dead^ became pofiefied of an influence among the 
people^ which would, had he availed himfelf of it, 
have, been irrefiftihle. TWjt • were ripened by i^ 
for an infurreftbn,. and ihe flighteft encouragement 

would' 



* Tbe difpofition of the Jews, at this time, t% 
rife in-favour of everj^ pretender vftho offered hiin(!4£. 
to them us the icmporal deliverer ihey expefted ia 
the Mefliaby ia well knawn* It was.tbi^ chi^yi aa.. 
Jofephua (ays, that ptodnced the war which ruined^ 
them ; and it w;as our Lord'a. difappointing theic 
views^ by xefufing to be made a. king, and Xuffeiing 

F 2l VlYK&A^ 
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would have brought them together to fight* und<!r 
him, and to proclaim him their great Meffiih. Thic ' 
hypocrites, whom, in the tone and with the Autho-' 
rity of a prophet fent from God, he had profcribt:dj 
could not obfcr^'e this without terror. Their danger 
appeared to be incrcafing with every increafe bf 
his popularit)', and growing more imminent in pro- 
portion to the proofs he gave of his divine miflion. 
They could not but reckon, that as he rofc they muft 
fink; and that either be or tbey muft pcrifli. This 
produced a conteft fingular and unparalleled. Our 
Lord gave it up by yielding to their power. It was 
a great miilake to think, that his kingdom was 'a 
temporal kingdom, or that he had any worWly vicwB, 
He did not come for (laughter and triumph like the"^ 
favage conquerors of tliis world, but to fuSbr and Xxh. 

\ 

liimfelf to be taken' and condemned, that niade.tne^ 
peoblc turn at laft againft him. ■ : r ^ 

"The Jewifh people." fays Dr.Lardner ih'his'CbK- ' 
le&ion of Jewifli and Heathen Teftimonies 'to the * 
Truth of Chriftianity, chap. iii. fcft, 7, " had- met 
ifrhh many difappointments from Otti«fx)rd'}'andH'ct, 
Wiien he entered into jewfeftin itincf great^ftate . 
tfiiff tidihjg; on an afi, they'lic^ftott^anifed him whh 
leud acclkmatfiftnsy'fi^yin^, Ho^Tiwa /d tb^''fir£ ^f 
David f BUJfcd is tbi ling kdhd 4ometb in the tiakc of' 
ibeLordf-At\A Jtfus' not rffltin^iftg then Ihe chara Aer 
6f-;te'eatt«ly ptiride^^^rfe a' fifefh difeppoihthient to 
th&nj, dnd Ivft deep rcfentmeuls," 
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die ; aod^it was necefTary that his death (hould be Jt 
public death. His own refurreftion (the ground oC 
an human hope) could nototherwife have been pro^ 
perly afcertained. He^ therefore, made a volunlarji 
(arrender of himfelf to his enemies ; and^, to fulfil 
the counlcis tt providence*^, fubmitted to be pub- 
Uclytondemned and crucified. 

Theie obfcrvotions fecm to be a full anfwer to 
the objc^tioh I have dated : and they explain wha| 
is {aid in. Matt, xxvii. r8. that it was from evvv the 

* Their fuccefs' in taking and condemning himz 

led them to oonclode they had obtained a complete 

viftory overhim^ and had delivered themfelves fiRxi» 

the danger with^ which he had threatened them. But^ 

the events whkh fooii followed proved the contrary*. 

He fiofe td all power in heaven and earth > and, in a« 

km years after this, fent his armies to deilroy thefo- 

lau w fcuna , Vaoigeance canie upoAthemto the utter^^' 

flioft} Mid'his prophetical denunciations were fully 

vcriCed.. JUffyAtts tetis us that twelVe thoufand of 

llhe Jcmitk nobility periihed at ibt fiege of Jem^ 

firl^i tlM the vengeance of heaven appearedl 

plainly to be upon them; and that, in hisopini<m,att 

the eaiamtties whichjhad ever happened tdany (teopfef 

fimn the beginning of the world were not to be com**- 

liared with thofe which beftl the Jews at this time. 

Midtitodbs, he faya> were crucified by the Romans 

befoie the waHi ; and'fo great was the nnmber of 

ihoiewbothuafiifferedj that room was wMtiiDg for 

mdfcBj mAenBe9 wefe wanting for Vo^teftv 

F3 . dti^dr 
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chief pricfl sand pht^rifces ha4 delivered him f that i^, 
fwm a jealoufy of his popularity, and a dr4?ad of ita . 
€ffiEf&8 \ and; alfo, what we arc told (in «a pafliige 
jlready quoted) ihrfe chief priefts faidy on hearing 
of the refurre^lion of Lazarus, lVha4 do we? fur 
this Plan doth -many miracles. If we let htm thus 
alone J all men will believe <m htm, and the Remans 
will come and take away both our place and nation, 

J6hn xi: 4y, 4)5. • ' 

There are two reflc&ions which are ntturaliy fug- 
gcfted io us by tbefe obfervations. 

«> Krft^ We. (bould confidcr. how (Iriking .a proof 
thty'give us of the truth of our religion. Had Chri(l, 
'beeti iir.deceivef^ he wouU have fallen in ^.f^jith tbttr 
pw}udices of his countrymen ; he would hav€;ofiere(L 
himfelf to them as juft the Meffiah they^xpQ6le4. 
and wanted : for it wsks only in the fdb(^e of,fu|j^ 
a Mefldajii. the viesys of fi deceiver coid4 |ie grat]gu|d. 
He Y^ould have endeavoured to ingratiate hii^elf 
i^jith- the chief prieft& a*id rulers, e^xcoiyagc^^ jb^ 
^iliiibiUoa, and; flattered thek vices. You bave he^rd 
\ffin differently he af^ed; how he pcovoked inflead 
flfpotl^ng the; Jewifli rukrs, and threatenedinuft^d 
%C^.|tlaijteriQg ^hi^mi ^P^ ^^^ made b^imfelf odiovis. 
ajod tgr^ible to them in. the higheft degree. There 
^canaiH b^a Aranger argumentfbr his divine mifljpn.^ 
If liiere> be wj^ pisribn who does not feel the weight 
of it> he XQuft be either very much prejudiced^ oc 
v^ imMciliive. 

i$!^can4(frx; W^ Alt kd^ by (be /^&rv4tioiia I 
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have made, to refleft on the wifdom of divine pro- 
vidence, in ordering the circum (dances which at- 
tended the introduction of chrillianity into llic world. 
Had the body of the Jewifli leaders and pricfts (and 
oonfequently the nation in general) received Chrift^ ■ 
the evidences of x)ur religion would have been much 
diminiflied ; a fufpicion would have been unamd- 
able, that it was an impofition contrived by the Jews, 
and which had made its way in the world by the 

power and policy * of the Jewifti ftate. 

But 

* •" Had the^reat body of your nation, and cf^ 
pecially'the rulers of it in the time of Chrift^ em- 
braced chriftianity, as it was a religion whicli fprang 
up among yourfelves, it would have been faid at this 
day, that it was a contrivance of thofk who had it 
in their power to impofe upon the common people, 
and to make them believe whatever they pleafed, and 
thalryour fcriptures, which bear teftimony to Chriff, 
had been ahered to favour th^ impofture. Whereas 
the violent oppofition which your nation in general, 
and the rulers of rt, made to chriftianity^ will for 
evor put it out of the power of unbelievers to (ay 
that ft was a fcheme which the fouiulers of it cairlcd 
on in concert with any human power?/' See the 
Letters addreffed to the Jews by Dr. Prlefiley^ 
in which, with a force of perfuafipn they ought to 
feel, he invites them to an amicable difcuffion with 
him of the evidences of chiiftianity^ Fifth Letter, 
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But I have gone far beyond the bounds I intejcuied 
in fpeftktng on this fubjeft. 

Let us now paufe a riidment, and endeavdur to 
bring back our thoughts to the refurre6klon of La''- 
zarus. Never^ except when Jefus hrrafelf rofe fro^a 
the dead, was a fcene fo intereiling exhibited' on 
the Aage of this world. The confideratidft «£ 
it ihould engage us to exercife iaith in Chrift aftCur 
Sa\iour^ and to rely on his power to deliver M firom 
the all-devounng grave. His exhortation to his, 
apoftlcs juft before his laft fufferings was ^ Ye ke^ 
Ueve in God: Believe alfo in m^* Tlius alfio^ in his 
words, wouW I now exhort you* ^< Ye bofieve in 
God." He is the One Sup^bme^ and the caofe of 
all the caufcs of your happinefs. *^ But believe alljx 
in Chrifl." He is the one mediator^ and the cbo(to 
tninider of God's goodnefs to ypu. As in jtdam all 
die 5 fo in bimjball all be made alive, i Cor. xv. aa« 
Spon he ,will defcend again ftom heaven, no^ lo^ 
labour and fuffer, but to gather the- fruits of his 
labours and fuSerings ; not to die, but ta deftroy ' 
death, and to change thefe our vile bodies, thai iliey: 
pu^ befajhibned like unto bis glori^HS body, euoardimg^ 
io that mighty power by wbitb be i* able io/ubdtse M 
things to bimfelf. Phil. iii. ai. As. the Father Imtb 
life in himftlfyfo hath he given to the Sen to have lifa 
in himfelf. John v* 26. W§ haw been, contemplat- 
ing a ftrikii^ proof of this. As hi& call brought 
JUzarof to jUfe^ fo will it^ heiofler, biijjg tp lijKi 
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\ou and mc and all mankind. At his coming tbe 
fcajball give up the dead that arc in it, and death and 
the tTtvifibleJIateJballgvueup the dead that are In tbcfn, 
Hejballjit 6n the throne of his glory ^ and before birn 
Jball be gathered all nations to be judged according to 
their zuorks. He Jball fefarate them as a Jbefibcrd 
ivvideth hisjbeepfrom the goats. The righteous be Jball 
place on his right-hand i the wicked on bis left. To the 
former he will fay 5 Come, ye hlejfed oj my Father j 
inherit the kingdom^ prepared Jor you Jrom tkcjounda-- 
Jion of the world! To the latter. Go, ye curfed, into 
everlajling Jire ! God grants fellow-chriftians^ that 
we may bfc' prepared for this folenm time ! A ftep 
moreniay bring us to it. Death is preding bard' 
towasds us; and when it oomee^ the curtain will 
drop which hides from our view another worlds and 
thde foenies will open upon U8» The intervening 
timb^of lyiv^ amongft the dead our imaginations - 
areftptgreati]^ tOTiiifreprefeht. There may be^ tOf 
our'{k!feoptf<iiis, rrio 1 difference whether it be fdutr 
di]r% AS-'iit'thecafe of Lazaru?, or a thouFand' 
age&->£ Let U9( then be flcdfall in every good purpofe^ 
rttvcr,' wbifcin the way of our duty, dcfpondin^ 
unilfif |ui)i':troubll(^or' weeping as^ without hope, 
foi^omcj^ as:we toow that cur Redeemer livetb, and 
will jland at the latter day on the earth ; and thai 
though 4mt todies ffk^ t^^^O' ^^ ^^^ ground, and 
wor m$* devour ^^buffif^yi;/ ihourJi^Jb we Jball fee God. 
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And now^ before I difmlfs y^Uj let me dcfire 
you to join with nie in taking one n^ore i^^ew of 
what pafied atLazarus's grave; It ii(. plea^ng in 
the higheft degree to fet beibre our*: ^piaginations 
that fcene. Chrift declares himfelf the refurreftion 
and the life^ and then walks' to the grave. .. In his 
way to it (obferving the forrow- of Lazarus's friends^ 
and Fefle£ling on the calamities of human nUture) 
he falls, inta tears. When arrived at it, he orders 
the ftone at tlie mouth of it to be taken away; and 
(in anfwer to Martha, who objected that the fmell 
would be ofieniive) he fays, that if file believed^ 
ike ihould fee the glory of God. He folemniy acU 
drefTes the Deity, ai^ thanks him for hearing him : 
the fp£&ators {land, mnrnd { big with exptSMxm^ 
He cries with a loud voice^ iMearuti, comafaribf 
Immediately he cs^me forth, and fbowed bfantif 
aUve^ Con9eeive> ii^yctii can, the aflonU hf ue nt) dm 
p^ucedii Thinker particuhriy, of dm emolima. 
of. La^arus's friends* Whaf delight mnfttfaejr have 
felt ! How joyful mnft it-have been toMartba Mi> 
Mary to receive their beloved brother froin thedeidtl 
With wliat ecftalies mud they ha%'e embraced faim> 
and welcomed him to the light of life t How, pm^ 
hablyj did they fall down before Jeffis ill' §ra|k«ide 
and >vxmder ! 

But let not our thoughts fto^ here. Let' us eamy 
them on to the morning of the untvctlsll'flfUne^on. 
Wimt happened now wa^i a fiiint refemMaiice of wbat 
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virill happen then. How gladly will virtuous men 
open their eyes on that morning, and hail the dawn«r 
ing of an endlefs day ! With what rapture will they 
then meet, congratulate one another on thek efcape 
from danger and trouble, and unite their voices in 
praifing their Deliverer ! What will be their joy to 
exchange corruption for incorruption, and weaknefs 
for povrtt ; to take leave of fin and forrow, and lofe 
9\\ their maladies ; to throw off their fetters^ recover 
perf^ hicalth'and liberty, mount up on high to meet 

t ' 

4be Lord in tbe aify and draw immortal breath ! 

Oh ! blefled period ! Come, Lord Jefus ! come 
quickly ! And when thy voice Ihall hereafter awake 
all the dead, may we find this happinef^ ours, and 
be taken« with all we liave loved here, to live with 
chee for ever! 
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SERMON IV. 

THE IMPORTANCE AND EXTENT OF FREE 
INCIUIRY IN MATTERS OF RELIGION. 

{?rfaxhied November 5, 1785.] . 
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Matt, xiii. 9. 

HE THAT HATH EAR5 TO HEAR LET MIM 

HEAR. 

In thefe words our Lord feveral times addrefled 
his audience^ in order to fummon their utmoft at- 
tention to his doftrine. It was a call to make ufe 
of their reafon, in a cafe in v^hich it was of the 
greateft confcquence to apply it, and in t4iifii> they 
were likewife capable of applying it with the great- 
eft effeft, viz. the inveftigation of religious truth* 
Hear and under/land is another of his modes of cal- 
ling the attention of his audience to the inftru£lion 
that he gave them* And when he thought them 
deficient in their attention to his do6lrine, and they 
did not appear to underftand what he laid before 
th'em, he was not backward even in his reproaches 
on that account. Areycyet alfo without underftatid" 
ing ? Do ye not yet under/land? His la^nguage that he 

G once 
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once made ufe of; evidently implying fome degree 

' of furprize and dlfpleafure. Matt. xv. i6, 17. 

And even in a cafe of confiderable difficulty^ viz. 

the right application of fcripture prophecies, he faid 

to the two difciples going to Emmaus, fools^ and 

Jlow of heart to believe all that the prophets have 

Jpoken / Luke xxiv. 25. 

The apoftles con4iBU€d the f;tfne earneft addreffes 
to the reafon of their converts ; and Paul, in parti- 
cular, gave the greatcft exercife to the underftand- 
ings of his hearers and readers, by very abftrufd ar- 
gumentation on fubje<9;s relating to religion. His 
ep.iftlcs to the Romans, to the Galatians, and to 
Ike Hebrews, are chiefly argumentative ^ and thofe 
tp Hit Corinthians, and fome others, are very much , 
#>• ' For, after the death of our Saviour, new cafes 
I>a4" occurred, and new difficulties had arifen, for 
«rhich the inflruftions he .had given them were not ; 
fitfficient. And had the apoftles continued to live 
lb the prcfent day, other cafes would, no doubt, \ 
liave occurred, in which their own reafoning powers, 
and thofe of theit difciples, would have found conti- ' 
nual exercife. 

Indeed^ it feems to be the defign of providerice 
that the prefent ftate fhouU be a theatre of conftant 
exercife and difcipline, and that not of our paffions 
only, but alfo of our underftandings, that we may 
make continual advances in knowledge, as well as 
in virtue ; to prepare us, no dpubf, for our proper 

fphere 
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fphere of a(5lion in a future world ; in which, we 
may aflure purfelves, we (hall find abundant exercife, 
as for the moral virtues that we acqtiire here, fo alfo 
for that habit of patient inquiry, and clofe invelii- 
gation of truth^ and likewife that candour with re- 
fpefl: to thofe that differ from us^ which it is our 
duty .to acquire and cultivate here below. 

M^n is a creature whofe diftinguifliing excellence 
is the reafon which God has given him, no Icfs than, 
his capacity for moral virtues. The perfeftion of 
Man, therefore, . mufl confifl as well in the im- 
provetnent of his reafon, and the acquifiiion of 
knowled^^ as in the attainment of all moral virtut;. 
We fiiottld Ihen always keep our attention awalcv to 
every intereifting fubje£t of difcuffion; and^ whenever 
religioua truth 'is dire^y or indireftly concern^jd, 
imagine that we hear our Saviour himfelf calling 
out to us, and faying, H^ that bath ears to bear ht 
bim bear. 

The fubje£t of free inquiry ^ I arn well aware, is 
a "Very trite oncj, and efpecially as one of the ufual 
topics of the fifth of Nov.ember, on which it is cuf- 
tomary to call the attention of protcflants to the ufe 
of their reafon in matters of religion, in order to 
vindicate the principles of the reformation 5 and 
alfo further to afTert our liberty of diffenting from 
the eflablifhed . religion of this^ country. This 
has been done fo often that nurty perfons may think 
it a worn-out and ufelefs topic. They may think 

G% that 
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that the reformation has been abundantly vin- 
dicated, and that now we have nothing td do but 
to rejoice in that liberty in which the exertions of 
our anceftors, and the favour of divine providence, 
have made us free. Diflenters alfo may think the 
principles of their diffent from the eftablifhment of 
their country fufficiently vindicated, and that now 
we have nothing to do but joyfully to acquiefc^ in 
our greater liberty ; only being ready to oppofe all 
attempts that may be made to encroach upon it. 

This, however, is the language of thofe w1r> 
think they have acquired all ufeful religious know- 
ledge ; whereas it is probable that this will never be 
the fituation of man, not even in a future world, 
and much lefs in this. In nature we fee no bounds 
to our inquiries. One difcovety always gives hints 
of many more, and brings us into a wider field of 
fpeculation. Now, why fhoul.d not thrs be, in 
fome meafure, the cafe with refpeft to knowledge 
of a moral and religious kind ? Is the compafs of 
religious knowledge fo fmall, as that any perfon, 
however imperfeftly educated, may comprehend 
the whole, and without much trouble? This may 
be the notion of ftich as read or think hut little on 
the fubje6l. But of what value can fuch an opinion 
be? 

If we look back into ecclefiaftical hiflory (which 
Is itfelf a fludy no lefs ufeful than it is immenfe, 
and defpifed by none but thofe who are ignorant of 

5 »^)^ 



of Free Inquiry m J 7 

it), we fhall fee that every age, and almoft every 
yeafj has hid its peculiar fubjeAs of inquiry. As 
one controverfy has been determined, or fufficiently 
agitated, . others have always arifen ; and I will 
venture to fay there never was a time in which 
there were more, or more intcrefting objefts of 
difcuffion before us, than there are at prefent. And 
it is vain to flatter ourfelves with the profpeft of 
feeing an end to our labours, and of having no- 
thing to do but to fit down in the pleafiug contem- 
plation of all religious truth, and reviewing the in- 
tricate mazes through which we have happily traced 
. theprogrcfs of every error. 

If, indeed, we confine ourfelves to things that 
.are twcejfary tofalvation, we may flop wlienever we 
pleafc, and may even fave ourfelves the trouble of 
any inquiry, or inveftigation at all : becaufe no- 
thing is abfolutely neceflfary to acceptance with 
Grod, and future happinefs, in fome degree, te- 
fides the confcieotipus pra6iice of the moral duties 
of life. What dotb the Lord thy God require of thee 
hut to'dojuflicey to love mercy ^ and to %vcUk humbly 
with thy GodP But, certainly, we m^jiy miflead 
ourfelves if we reftrift our inquiries by this rule, aSj| 
according to it, chriftianity itfelf may be. faid to 
be unneceflTary:. for do any of us think that a 
virtuous heathen will not be faved ? Paul fays that 
they who are without the law of Mofes fliall be 
judged without that law. ' They have . the law of 

G3 nature 
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nature and of confcience, and wiir be judged by 
that. But, notwithftanding this, he thought it a 
great privilege to be ^ Jew, and a greater ftill, as 
it certainly is, to be a chriftian ; and there were 
queftions relating to chriftianity, to' which he 
thought it proper to give his own clofeft attention, 
and to invite the attention of others. The manner 
in which he addrcfles the Galatians, the Corin- 
thians, and the chrlftians of other churches, on th^ 
fubjeft of foJ/e doSirine, is equal in point of energy 
with the language ©f our Saviolii;, he thai hath ears 
to hear let htm hear i and that of the apbdie John, 
in whofe time ^rror had fpread wider, and taken 
deeper root, is ftill flronger. ' Do not thefc great 
examples then juftify the moft vigilant attention 
that we can now give to the purity of chriftian 
doftrine ? 

As new errors and miftakes are (xmtinuaTIy arif*. 
ing, it is of importance that thefe be correftcd, 
feven to keep the ground that we have alre^y got ; 
and it may well be prefumed that the great corrup- 
tion in doftrine, difcipline, and worftiip, which 
began in tlie very age of the apoftles, and which 
4cept advancing for the fpace of near fourteen hun- 
dred years afterwards, may fiimifh matter for the 
laborious and fpirited inquiries of a later period 
than ours. We have feen, indeed, the da'u/n of b, 
reformation, but much remains to ^he light of /^r- 
f€& day ; and there is nothing that we can now al» 

lege 
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lege as a plea for difcontinuing our refearches, that 
might not have been faid with equal plaufibility at 
the time by WicklifF, by Luther, or by later re- 
formers, who "(lopped far ftiort of the progrcfs 
which you who now hear me have made. We think 
that they all left the reformation very imperfeft, 
and why may not our pofterity think the fame con* 
ceming ns ? What peculiar right have we to fay ta 
the fpirit of reformation, Sofarjbalt thou go arid no 

further. 

Luther and Calvin reformed many abufes, efpe<- 

. cially in the difcipline of the church, and alfo fome 
grofs corruptions in do&rine ; but they left other 
things, -of far greater moment, juft as they found 
them. They difclaimed the worfliip of faints and 
angels, but they retained the worfhip of Jefus 
Chrift, which led the way to it, which had the 
fame origin, and which is an equal infringement 
of the honour due to the.fupreme God, who has 
declared that he will not give his glory to another. 

• Nay, the authority of the names of tbofe refor- 
mers, who did not fee this and other great errors, 
now ferves to ftrengthen and confirm them: for 
thofc doArines of. original fin, predeftination, 
atonement, and the divinity of Chrifi, which de- 
ferve to be numbered among the grofleft of all er- 
rors, are even often difiingui(hed by the appella- 
tion of the do&rtnes of the refofmationy merely be- 
caufe they were not reformed by thofe who have 

got 



got. the name of tb€ reformers ; as if no otbers eoul4 
hav€ a right to it but themfelves ^ whereas, except- 

mg the do&rine of atofiemeni (which in it? &iU ^(-< 
lent was an error that originated with the reformers 
thefnfelves, wba were kd into it hy an immoderate 
oppo€tion to the popiffi dofilrine of merit), they are^ 
in h&jy the doflriaes of the church of Ron^e^ wh^h 
Luther and Calvin left juft as they fo;u!id'.. , 

It waff^ great merit in them fbo go fq far ^ ih^ 
did, an/l it is Hot tbey^ but we who are to blame, if 
tbeii; authority induce us to go no. further. We 
ihotdd r&thier imitate them in the holdnefe and f^i* 
»V with which they called ip queftion and rectified! 
'&( many long-eftabliihed errors; and, availing our** 
felves of t^eir labour^ n[iake funther progrefs thaoc 
they were able to do. Littk . reafon have we to. 
allege their name-, authority, and example, wKeu. 
they did a great de^l, and we do nothing at all. Ini 
this, v^e are not imitating tbem^ but tbofe who op*, 
pofed and eountera6ied, them, willing, to k^p things 
as they were, among .whom many were excellent 
phaiaSers, whofp apprehenfions at that day were, 
the^ very fame with thofe of many very good and 
qui€t perfons at prefent, vif^ the fear of moving^ 
faundatiom^ ^od overturning chriflianity itfelf. 
Their fears^ wc are now all fenfible, w.ere ground- 
lefs ; and- why m^y not tbofe of the prefentage.be 
fo too ? . 

Diflenters. < who have no creeds dictated to thenn 

- by 
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by any civil governors, have, neverthelcfs, at this 
day no lefs need of fuch admonitions as thefe than 
members of eftablifhed churches ; becaufe they may 
have acquired as blind an attachment to the fy Items 
in which they were educated as the members of any 
eflablifhment whatever, and may be as averfe to any 
fiirthet improvement. Indeed a fimilar temper is 
neceflarily produced in fimilar cirCumftancesy while 
human' Mature is the fame in us all j and therefor^ a 
perfoh educated a difTenter may be as much a bigot 
^ as any perfon educated a churchman, or a papifl; 
and if he now be what he was brought up to, the 
probability certainly is, that, had he been educated 
.difierently, his prejudices would have been no lefs 
ftrong, though intircly different; fo^that the rigid 
diflenter would have been as rigid a papift or a 
churchman. . 

*No perfon whofe opinions are not the refult of 
his own ferious inquiry can have a right to fay that 
he is a diflenter,' pr any thing elfe, on principle', and 
no man can be abfolutely fure of this, whofe prefent 
opinions arc the fame with thofe that he was tauglit, 
though he may think, and be right in thinkings 
that be f(^ fufEcient Teafon for them, and retains 
them on conviftion. This, however, is all thai 
can be expefted of any man 5. for it would be moft 
abfurd for a man to adopt new opinions, opinions 
entertained by ho perfon befides himfelf, merely for 
the fake of proving that he has actually thought for 

himfelf. 
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himfdf. But (HIlj thinking as^ others have thought^ 
and for reafona which others have given, \s i\q proof, 
of a man having thought for himfelf, and therefore 
will not 4Luthorize Jbis centiring of others. Such 
a perfon 7«<z;i/ have the true fpirit of inquiry, he may 
have exerted it, and* haVe found the trioh; but h^ 
is incapable of giving that fatisfafiory evid^nqi of it^ 
which can be given by One, whofe prefect fentoients 
are difierent from thofe in which he was cifducated^ 
land whibh he could not have learned but &om hia 
ownrcfearchoSi. 

; How it^ then of thofe of yf^ . wJho were 
Educated diflenters can h&ve.a right ^to fs^, that you , 
ivKiuld have been djlOentars if' you hadf not be^ £> 
educated I It is more than I veould prefitfOfi to (ay 
^oncertting; myfelf. If thofe perfona who now 
diflike the fpirit of innovation were to go backxia 
hiflory, and place thqmfelves in every age of refor- 
mation ; ftiil eenfuring that fpirit whioh always 
gave offence, in its day (being always the rebellion 
of a few againft the authority of the maaij) \ they 
could not (lop fiill they came to tlie heathenifm of 
our barbarous anccflors : for it was the , bold fpirit 
of inquiry that made them chriHians. 

Let all thofe who aoquiefce in any fyftem in 
ivhich they were educated, or which they have 
jeamed from othei^, confider that, in eenfuring 
iBore HWidern innovators, they are eenfuring the 
Jpirit and exampU of the \^ p^rlbns whofe opinions 
.t . , they 
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they have adopted, and 'of wbofe name they make 

■ their boaft ; and that if it had not been for that very 

. fpirrt whioh they now cenfure, .only exerted a ceni- 

, tury or two ago, their own opinions would have 

I been very different ftbift what tshey now are. They 

ought, therefore, to refpeft the principhy e\'en 

I though it ftould lead fome into emor. If the fpirrt 

: of inquiry that carries fome to (bcmiantfm be wrong, 

that which carries others to arianifm is no lefs foi; 

I 4ind if Arminius is to be condemned for abandoning 

the do£lrine of Calvin, Calvin himfelf muft tie 

•condemned for abandoning. the doftrines of popqry. 

It 18 t^eyjriri/ of inquiry ^ which if error be eflabliflied 

neceflarily leads to innovation^ that every man, wl^ 

ranks himfelf with any elafs of chriilians now cx- 

ifting, muft commend in fome perfop or other: 

and if it was really commendable in the per(b% - 

whofe opinions he adopts^ it cannot be cenfurable 

in the perfon, whofe opinions he does not choofe to 

adopt. The &me fpirit of inquiry is in itfelf equally 

commendable, or equally cenfurable in all^ and 

whether it lead to truth, or to error. 

It'will be faid. Is it not poflible for the fpirit of 
inquiry and innovation to be carried too far ? . Does 
liberty never degenerate into licenti()u(hefs ? Admit- 
ting this, who is the proper judge in the cafe, when 
all are equally parties P- The papift will fay that the 
proteftant has gone too far, the calviilifts will fay 
that the arminians are to blame, arminians Mzill 

con- 
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condemn the arians, and the arians the unitarians, 
and even fome unitarians may condemn thofe of their 
^ody^ who. differing from them in fome refpe£ts^ have 
not as yet got, but may hereafter get, fome other name. 
' In fa6t, there is no reafon to be alarmed at all in 
the cafe. Truth will always have an infinite ad- 
vantage over, error, if free fcope be given, to in- 
quiry. It is very little advantage that any fuperiority 
of ability can give to the caufe of error, and it can- 
not be of long continuance; not to fay that the 
probability mud always be^ that a man of fuperior 
ability will difcover the truth fooner than one of 
inferior talents; induftry, and all other quaUties 
being equal between them. 

But the confideration that will perhaps contribute 
moft to allay the apprehenfibns of ferious and well- 
intentioned perfons, with refpeft to all theologicat 
controverfies, is, that nothing on which future .hap- 
pinefs depends is concerned in any of them. Much 
more than has yet been called in quedion may be 
given up without abandoning chriftianity; and 
every thing that has yet been done towards dripping 
our religion of its foreign incumbrances has con- 
tributed to make many value it the more, and confe- 
quently, by giving it a firmer hold on men's unde^- 
ftanding and belief, tends to give it a greater in- 
fluence over their affections and pra&ice. 

There are, likewifc, fome other confiderations, 
by means of which thofe perfons who are not them- 

felves 
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felves much given to fpeculation^ and who are apt 
to. be .alarmed by the fuggeftions of others', may 
relieve themfelves from the fears they entertain on 
tb.efe occafions. . One is, that no principle or tenet 
is really dangerous that does not affeft men's belief 
in the righteous moral government of God, and a 
ftate of rewards and punifliments hereafter j becaufe 
this is that religious principle which has thegreatefl 
influence on the conduQ; of men. Other principles, 
^ indeed, have an effeft, in contributing to make us 
regard !our governor and judge, and the maxims of 
his adminiftration, with more fatisfadlion, and 
therjpfore may make religious obedience more pleaf- 
iiig> and they deferve our zeal and attachment on 
that account. Other principles again tend to 
make our religion approve itfelf to the reafon of 
mankind, by removing from it what is manifeftly 
abfard, or highly improbable and revolting; and 
therefore may- recommend chriftianity to thofe who 
are at prefent prejudiced againft it, and they defer\'e 
a large portion of our zeal on that account. But 
ftill the great thing, with refpeft to the profeflbr of 
chriftianity himfelf, is his firm belief in a righteous 
moral government, and a future ftate rf retribution ; 
becaufe thefe are the things that chiefly iuiluence 
men's conduft. 

In reality, there cannot he any better rule of 
judging in this cfife than that of our Saviour, By 
ihiir frjiits y$ Jball know tbem, Confider then the 

H tempers ' 
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teirtpers and condu6k of thofe perfons whofe opinions 
arc faid to be dangerous. Are they worfe than 
other perfons? Have they lefs piety towards God, 
or lefs good-will to men, or are they more in- 
dulgent to their - appetites and ' paflions ? If this ' 
cannot be faid of them, but on the contrary their 
conduA be as unexceptionable, and exemplary, as 
that of other chriftians, affure yourfelves that there 
is no more real danger in their principles than in 
thofe of others. They cannot be bad principles 
with which men lead godly, righteous, and fober 
ives, 

I do not, however,, *dcfire you to be determined 
by the obfervation of a Cngle perfon, or pf a few 
perfons ; becaufe there may be caufes of their good 
conduft independent of their principles, as there 
may be caufcs of . bad condu6t in thofe who hold 
good principles. But obferve the general charafter 
of the feft, or denomination, whofe principles are. 
cenfured ; and if it be not worfe than that of others, 
aflure yourfelves that, whatever may be the vices 
or virtues of individuals, the general principles of" 
the feft are not more unfavourable to virtue than 
thofi of other chri(iian8 ; and, therefore, th^t there 
is nothing in them that, ought to give you any 
alarm. 

• But if, independent of pra£^ical confequences, 
you confider fpeculative -principles only, and all 
your fears be for Cbrijiianity, it fhould be con- 

'' iSdered 
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fidered, .that every m&n is a chriftlan who/believei^ 
the divine miffionof Chrift, and confeqacntly the 
truth of his rdigion. And^ for the rcafon given 
before, the only eflential article of his religion is 
the doArine of the refurreftion of the deaH. Who 
Chrift himfelf is, perfonally confidercd, is not, of 
itfclf,'of any confequence, but only whether he be 
fufficiently autliorized by the God of truth to teach 
what he did teach in his name. Jf fuch do6lrines 
be taught concerning ChriA, perfonally cohfidcred, 
ftsmen of fenfe will not readily 4}elieve; if' it bp in- 
SAed <tti that he is Aknighty God, the maker of the 
world, or any thing elfe that will fe^n to be either 
impoffible, or highly improbabte (by which many 
perfims may be indifpofed to receire chriftiaiiity, 
and efpecially 'the great bodies of jews and maho- 
mietans, who keep ftri6Uy to that moil important 
do&rine of the unity of Gvd), Gvevy rational Cbrif^ 
|ian ought on that account, as -well as others, to 
exert himfelf to refute fuch notions, and to pre- 
vent the fpread of them. But ftill we ought U> 
bear in mind, that any man is intitled to the ap*- 
pdlation of a cbri/iian, who believes that Chrift 
(whether he was himfelf God, or man, or fomie* 
thing between God and man,) had a commifiion 
From God, that he died and role again ; and who, 
in confequence of it, expe3s a general refurre^on, 
md a life of retribution to eome. 
But (hould free inquiry lead to the deftrudion 
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.J J 

of chriflianity itfelf^ it ought not on that accouttt ^ 
* .1 

to be difcontinued : for we can only wi(h for the 

' prevalence of chriftianity on the fuppofition of itt 
being true} and if it fall before the influence of ' 
free inquiry, it can only do fo in confequence^of ! 
its not being true. But every man who is himfelf ' 
a ferious believer in chriftianity muft have the 
ihoft perfeft confidence in its truth. He can have 
no doubt of its being able to ftand the teft of the 
moft rigorous examination^ and confiequeotly he 
can have no motive to be unwilling to fubmit it to 
that teft» None can well be enemies to free in* 
quiry but tbofe who, not believing chriilianityy or 
at kaft firongly fufpefting that it may not be tme^ 
yet wifli to fapport it for fome private and inter- 
eded coniiderations ; like thofe who lived by the 
trade of making (hrines for the goddefs Diana> who 
were interefted in the fupport of her worfhip at all 
events, whether they themfelves believed in her 
divinity or not, becaufe by that craft they got their 
wealth* But this is an argiuncnt that cannot much 
affeft any befides members of civil eftabliOimeHts 
of religion. You, my brethren, have no rntereft 
whatever in the fupport of chriftianity, if it be 

*falfe; arid your miniftera very little. We, there- 
fore, as dilfenters, (hall be abfolutely inexcufable, 
if we be not friends to free inquiry in its utmoft ex- 
tent, and if we do not give the moft unbounded 

- fcope to the ufe of our reafon in matters of religion. 

It 
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It is the great principle on which our caufe refla^ 
and without which it can never be worth fupport- 
ing at all. 

By all means, then, be fo far confiftent, as chrif- 
tians^ as proteflants, anid as difTenters, as . to give 
the greateft encouragement to free inquiry in mat- 
ters of religion. Do you, who have leifure and 
oq^acity, ftudy the fubje<ft of religion, the nature 
of its evidences, and every circumftance relating to 
it. No fubjeAs of inquiry or fpeoulation, within 
the reach of the human faculties, are fo great and 
interefting as thofe which, in the moft diftant man* 
ner, relate to the revelation of the will of Gdd to 
men^ refpefting our condu6k here, and our expefta- 
tions hereafter. The ultimate objeft of the whole 
fcheme gives a dignity to comparatively liitle things 
belonging to it; and no ftudies are in their na- 
ture capable of becoming more pleafing and fatis- 
^ing to the mind than thofe of theology. For this 
I may venture to appeal to the experience of all 
tliofe who, in confeqtience xfi having a taPte for 
thefe ftudies as well a» others, and of having made 
real proficiency in both, are the only competent 
judges in the cafe. Their being the chofen ftudies 
of Net^tofli and Lbcke, for the ^ater and mohe 
valuable part of their lives, deafly (hows that th^y 
oonfidered thdha as fuperiot to thofe of mathematic* 
and Tiatntal phi!ofophy iii tfie one cafe, and of 
metaphyfics end various other liberal purfuits^ in 

H 3 Ui€ 
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the other. Compared with this teftimony, fo em- - 

phatically given, by the aftual employment of their 

time, how contemptible is the opinion of men 

. whofe ftudics have been confined to polite Utera- ; 

ture, natural fcience, or that of men of v the world, 

who cannot pretend to any knowledge of the fub- 

jeft on which they pafs their hafty ceufurcs 1 You 

who have fortune, but little leifure or capacity 

for fuch inquiries yourfelves, at kaft eiKourage 

them in others. Give affillancc to their labours, 

and you will have a better right to enjoy the fruits 

. of them, though you may not be qualified, in aiiy' 

. other refpeft, to contribute to their fuccefs. 

Dq you, in general, who are private members 
of cbriftJan focieties, be, at leaft, fo far the friends 
of free inquiry, as to throw no obftruftions in the 
way of it. Allow your minifters the. liberty that 
you take yourfelves, and take no umbrage if, ia 
confequence of giving more attention to matters of 
theology than you have leifure for, they fbould en- 
tertain opinions different from yours, provided that 
your agreement on the wbok be fuch,, as that their 
fervices are ufeful and edifying to you- After a 
laborious and hazardous courfeof inquiry, of the 
difficulties of which you can hardly.be aware, it is 
•no^reat bardfhip upon you tagive them at leaft. a 
difpaffionate and attentive hearings They cannot 
Jprce any opinions upon you. You will ftill have 
the powc» of judging for yourfelves j and without 
; .. . hearing 
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hearing you cannot have even the means of forming 
a right judgment. And where an agreement can« 
not b^ had (and few perfons who really think for 
Uiemielves will agree in all things)> you may exer- 
cife thit mutual candour, which is of more value 
than any agreement in fpeculation. 

If your minifters be men of fenle, and have any 
knowledge of human nature, they will not trouble 
you, from fuch a place as this, with fpeculations 
into which you cannot e^ter, or the difcuffion of 
queftipns that are not of fome importance to our 
common chriflianity. But you may eafily fuppofe, 
that, giving more attention to fpeculative religion 
than you have leifure to do, they may fee the im- 
portance of certain articles in a ftronger light than 
you will at firft be aware of; and that will juflify 
them to themfelves, and ought to juilify th&m to 
you, if they propofe thofe articles with fuch evi- 
dence as ftrikes tbek minds in their' favour, and 
with a zeal which they may think they deferve. It 
is indeed their duty, in the light of God,, to incul- 
cate upon you whatever they ihall think to b^ of 
importance to you, as members of chriiUan focie- 
ties, whether you receive it well or ill; 

There are many things .which they may think to 
be highly interelling in fpeculat'toriy and proper for 
your confideration tn your clofets, which they would 
not think of propofing promifcuoufly from the pul- 
pit^ not being of fufficient importance^ and the 

minds 
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minds of all not beiog tufficiently prepared for j 
them. But there arc fome eprdrs of a fpeculative 
nature, fuch as tliofe refpefting the unity erf GWd, 
and the equity of his moral government, which , 
borve taken deep root ,among common chriftiafts, i 
and which are perpetually inculcated from other 
pulpits, with refpeft to which it becomes us to op- 
pofe zeal to s;eal ; and every man who has ear^ to 
hear (hould be called upon to bear and underjlaitd^ 
becauie every man who has ears to hear, and the 
moft common underftanding, may be made to fee 
tl^ abfivrdity and the mifchievous confc<iuences • of 
ftich doctrines. The minds> therefore^ of the comr 
iRoneft people ought to be enlightened, and their 
jieal excited, with refpeft to Aem. Let it appear 
that w«, as well as others, defpife whftt we think 
to be defpicable, and abhor ^ what we thrnSc to be 

AK)ckHlg. . 

Let tfeofe, on the other hand, wh© a^ bold m 
fpeculation, bear with thofe who are not fo, efpe* 
'Ci&Ily thofe who are in years,, jMtid'^ho ha\re nbt 
been much in the habit of diligent inquiry^ God 
does not give the fame diipoCtion to eveiy man; 
nor indeed doer the pttrpofe of hts protideace admit 
of it. Long prejudices are alfo always, or at leall < 
• generally, to be treated with tenderntfs. Beiidesj, 
%& it is happy £s>r the caufe of tmtli thai iboie fliould 
be £orward in fpeculation, it is no le& hapfity that 
odiera fhould be backward to receive xas^ opdnidss ;: 
' i 'as, 
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.35, in confequence of this, every thing is' moce 
.t]}oroughIy canvafled, and it is only after a due 
.courfe of difcuffion, in which every objeftion ihall 
be brought forth, that there can be -any probability 
that the reception of , any. truth will be lading. A 
truth that has never been oppofed cannot acquire 
that firm and \unwavering affent, which is given to 
that which has (lood the teft of a rigorous cxamin£(- 
tion. 

As we^ call upon every man that has ears to hear^ 
that 18, ability to. judge ^ we mu(l be prepared patiently 
to insar with the refult of that judgment, whatever 
It be. If weinyite examination and difcuffion, we 
ihould take the confequences of it, without com- 
plaining. If the caufe for which we contend be 
a good; one, it will (land its ground ; and if other- 
wife, we ourfelves ought to rejoice in die fall of 
it. 

To conclude, whether in fearching after tnitfe, 
or in judging of it, let us give one another all the 
aid and affiltance that we can; remembering that 
we are all frail and fallible creatures, liable to mif- 
takes, and to faults more dangerous than any mif- 
takes. Let it, therefore, be our greateft care /a 
frovoke unto love and /p good worhj to exhort one 
another daily ^ while it is called to-day^ lejl any ofu$ 
he hardened through tht deceilfulnefs of Jin. 

With rcfpeft to opinions^ the time is coming that 
will try every man's ^ork what it is, whether wc 
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areno^v buiMtng lApontlie firnindklton of the apof- 
Jtles and •pro|>het8 with fuitaMe and duc&BIe- mate* 
' riats, or fuch as will not bear the firc^ And, -with 
refped both to fp^ulation and praAice, Ittit be 
.'ouf great obged fo to -acquit ourfeU'es here below, 
.in the abfence of our Lord, that, Mrben ke ftall re* 
rturfi/andt take. an account of ;bfs fervants^twe diay ^ 
A>e ib&md of him without Tpot and blamelefe^ a^d 
not be afh&mcd btfor^ him at his coming. 
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REFLECTIONS ON THE PRESENT STATE OF 
FREE INQUIRY IN THIS COUNTRY, 

I PUBLISH the preceding difcourfe in part to 
oblige tliofe before whom it was dehvered ; but 
chiefly becaufe I do not think that the generaiity of 

even th« more liberal-minded chriftians in this * 

* 

countiy have as yet given fufficient attention to 
the fentinients inculcated in it. This I perceive 
by. tbe alarm that has been taken at fonie free but 
important difcuifions in the lad volume of th^^ 
Theological Repofitory. It wafe a \yillingn6fs to co»- 
vlnce fuch perfons how groundlefs were the ap* 
prehenfions they have expreffed on this- fubjeft, 
that led me to the train of thought which runs 
through this diifcourfe ; though it will beperceived, 
that I had likewife a view to another clafs of per-> 
fons^ . who defpife all fuch difcuffions as thofe which 
I how allude to. 

It has been too much the difpolition of all chrif* 
tians to imagine thai thofie who think a little more 
freely than themfelves are ready to abandon chrif- 
tianity itfelf, together with their peculiar notiions > 
concerning it. They are fo fully perfuaded that 
their own opinions are contained in the fcriptures, 
that they cannot feparate the idea of renouncing 
the one from that of renouncing the other. But 

a little 
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a little obfervatlon,and reflcAionon what has paffed 
of a fimilar. nature might faxisfy them, that their 
apprehenfions have no folid foundation ;. their own 
peculiar notions not .having, in reality, that ne- 
ceffary, connexion with chriftianity which ihey 
imagine them to have, fi-om not confidering how 
few the eflentials of chriftianity are. 

From want of diftinguiftiing eiTentials from non- 
efTentials^'the roman«.catholics have thought that 
there can be no chriftianity befides their own ; and 
too many of the feveraf fe6ts of proteftants think 
the fame with rcfpefl: to their feveral tenets. Many 
arians (themfevcs held in abhorrence by athana- 
fians) have faid that they could not confider focini- 
ans as chriftians ; and fome are now unreafonably 
apprehenfive that thofe who difbelieve the miracu- 
lous conception, or the plenary infpiration of Chrill 
and his apoftles in cafes with refpelft to which 
the object of their miflion did not require infpira- 
tion, are in danger of rejeftiiig chriftianity ; though 
they are as firm believers in the divine miflion of 
Chrift (which alone properly confiitutcs a chriftian) 
as themfelyes. This is the more extraordinary, as 
the dofl-rine of the plenary infpiration of the fcrip- 
tures is, I believe, univerfally difclaimed by all 
who are called rational chriftians. But of what 
ufj? is if to give up that doftrine, if we are never to 
avail ourfelves of our opinion with refpcft to. it, 
and do not thereby find ourfelves at liberty to ex- 
amine. 
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I irainc with perfeft freedom narratives and reafon- 

r ings whfch are confefledly not infallible, and iii 

which thcj-efore there may be iiiiftakes I Befidcs, 

^ it is an allowed maxim with us,' that the fewer 

bleniiflies of any kind we le^ve in our religion, the 

greater fervice we render it. But it is no uncom- 

, nion thing to admit general principles^ and yet ftartle 

at^ the natural and neceffary confequences of them, 

I am fenfible that the prefent times are in more 

■ refpeSs than one unfavourable to theological dif- 

^ cuitions. Very many, of whom better things might 

be expelled, are averfe to them ; thinking them 

altogether ufelefs, or perhaps dangerous. They 

I are perfuaded that their own opinions (which thejc 
have adopted without giving themfelves much trouble 
about the matter) arc perfcdtly rational, that the 
truth of them m]uft be admitted, whenever they ar» 
feiirly propofed to the mind, and that all we hav& 
to do is to apply them to their proper praAical ufes ^ 
' and ta the inculcating of thcfe they would have all 
difcourfes from the pulpit, and from the prefs tQo> to* 
be confined. ^ > 

A great majority of every denomination of chrif* 
tlans hr/e aways<had this diflike of fpeculat}6n^ 
and therefore it is not at all extraordinary, thai'r 
there fliould be fo great a proportion of tfaem'^^ 
amohg thole who< think more rationally than their 
anceftors, «and who therefore mnk themfefves jn thft 
dafs of rational cbri/lians. Their opinions are not 

I what 
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v/hat they have inveftigated themfelves, but whal 
they have received from others, as much as the 
Tonian catliolics have theirs. It may therefore be ex- - 
pefted that they fliould be affefted in the fame man- 
ner towards them. Laborious inquirers after truths j 
are but few in ahy community, nor is there any ] 
occafion that they Ihould be numerous. It is only 
to be wi(hed, thatthofc who take no pains to inquire 
themfelvts would throw no obftacles in the way of 
him wlio does, aod have the fame indulgence for 
his feelings, that he has for theirs. 

In another refpeft, alfo, the times in which* we 
five are unfavourable to free inquiry in matters of j 
religion. We are . not, indeed, perfecutcd for our 
religious principles, and few perfons have even 
' much fcruple of openly declaring what they think \ 
but the influence of habit, of fafliion, and of con- 
nexions, in thrfe peaceable times, is fuch, that few 
perfons, very few indeed, have the courage to a^ 
:agreeably to their principles, fo as to rank them- 
fehres, and to ap^ar, in that clafs of men to which 
they really belong. They content themfelves, iis 
the heathen philofopers did, with thinking with 
the ^utfcy and ailing ^tb ibe vulgar 5 a coiidud: cer- 
tainly unworthy of a chriftian, who ought to 
iaorifice fivery thing to, trutb, and conjtftency of 
cbMraSter^ This good, however, arifes from the 
evil^ that fuch perfons allow themfelves more^ 
liberty in fpeculation than they*probably would do^ 
\ . . if 
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if they thought themfelves bound in confcicnce to* 
do what I fliould call afting agreeably to their 
principles; and by this means the foundation is: 
gradually laying for a future change in the more 
public afpeft of things. 

The converts that are daily inade to the unf- 
tarfan doftrine, and who for the prefent continue 
members of trinitarian churches, may in time be 
fcirfibfe of the oblfgation they are under to with- 
draw themfelves from that mode of worfhip ; or, 
if not, they will always be ready to Join their in- 
fluence to forward' any attempts that may be made 
towards a further reformation. And when the 
generality of thofe who really read and think fliall 
become unitarians (and thofe who do not read or 
think for themfelv^ are fure to foHow their lead- 
ers, and df courfe join every majority), a fmall 
change in the political flate of things in a coun- 
try, fuch as no man can forefce before it actually 
takes place, and which may be at no great diftancc, 
may fiifSce to overturn the beft-cortipafted eftablifli- 
ments at once^ before the bigotted friends of them 
fufpcflt any danger. And thus the fyftem which 
had flood for ages, without any vifible marks of 
ruhi or decay, may vanifli, like ah enchanted cafile 
in romance. For then men, whofe minds were 
already emancipated, will in a moment find them* 
felves at liberty in all refpefts, without any mo- 
tive whatever to engage them to give their fupport 

I2 to 
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phriftknity^ without any alarming oppofition. Tlie 
ponverfion of Tiberius, of Vefpafian, of- Marcus , 
Antoninus, or any other emperor iii an earlier 
period, would not have done it. But when an in- ,. 

% t^Tial revolution had been prevjoufly made in favour 
of chrlftianity, though Cpuftantine fhould not have 
been converted, the external revolution could not 
have been delayed much longer. It would certainly 
}iave taken place, whether any particular emperor 
had favoured it or not. 

In like manner, when the minds of a proper 
number of perfons /were enlightened with refpeft to 

' thie groffer errors of popery, the boldnefs of Luther 
and a few othej^s, roufed by the impudence of the ven- 
ders of indulgences, was fufficient to ^produce what 
has beeii called the reformation. Ten Luthers, in an 
earlier, period, would only have fupplied fo many 
viftims for the inquifition \ and though no Luther 
fliould have appeared at the beginning of the fixteenth 
century, things were then in fuch a ftate, thjat, by 
fome othermeans, a fimilar revolution in favour 
pf religious libert)^ would, no doubt, have taken 
place. 

It has been well obferved by philofophical bif. 
torians, that if the lofs of a fingle battle decide the 
fate of an empire, there muft have been a previous 
reafon, in the, general, ftate .of, things^ why fo 
Omch fhould depend on the event of a fingle battle : 

an( 
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wd that, in a. different ftate of things, the lofs of 
inany battles would not have overturned the ftate. 

It id our. bufinefs, therefore, by converfation, by 
preaching, and by writing, to get accefs to the 
miiid^ of thofe who are difpofed to think ; and 
without giving ourfclves any trouble about the con- 
duit of government, to employ ourfelves fimply in 
the propagation of truth. Here is a great and glo- 
rious field fully open to our utmoft exertions, and 
requiring them. And while we are fuccefsful in 
thefe l4bours (and tlie fuccefs is vifible every ^ay), 
though we (hould not live to fee any favourable 
thange in the face of public affairs, we may die in 
z& firm a faith of its taking place, as Jofeph did of 
his copntrymen inhabiting the proniifed land, when 
he ordered that he fhould not be buried, but that 
his body fhould only be embalmed, and put into a 
coffin in Sgypt^ ready to be carried away whei) t^cy 
ihould leav^ that country. 

^ Th€ moft eqyitaUc thing in the governors of 
any country would, no doubt, be to allow unitsu- 
rians, or any other defcnption of men, the ufe of 
a churchy or apy other public building in a town, 
in'whicti they (Iiould be fo numerous as to occupy 
one, aiad whci); their proportion of the tythes Sec. 
would be fufficient for the maintenance of ^ mi« 
nifter of tbeir perfuafion ; and no fort of inconv^-^ 
nience would arife to the ftate from fuch a meafuve 
9)5 ^^ This was donc^iA feypral jplaoe^ in Ger- 
many 
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many at the time of the reformation. But m th^ 
prefent ft ate of things it is vain to expe6l any 
fuch equitable condiiS, We may, however, befides 
defervhig it, be doing that which fliall enfurc fuch 
an event at a future time : when it fhall be fufH- 
ciently underftood that unitarians are quite as good 
fubjefts as trtnitarians, and thtjrefore that there has 
been no good reafon why the* latter fhould To long 
have enjoyed their prefent exclufive advantages. 
How the belief of a myfterious doftrine operates to 
the profperity and fecurity of the ftate, is a problem 
not irery-eafy to folve. 

At Bofton, in New-England (ia country in 
which nd man was taxed towards the fupport of any 
religion that he did not* approve, and which never 
flouriflicd the lefs on that account) there were three 
epifcopal churches ; and had the Engliih govern- 
ment continued there, the Englifli liturgj^, in its 
prefent ftate, would, no doubt, have continued tb 
be ufcfl ' in thetn all : but the ptincipaV of them: 
lias now -adopted an unitarian form of worfhip,. 
and the' fame will probably be. done in other pio- 
Yincqs of th^ United States, Was there equal 
liberty in this* country (whicft may take place, by 
means as unforefeen l)y us. as the rfeVollition in. 
America) there are few confiderable tbwns in which: 
fte people (voting freely, and* all the complex in- 
ibcnce of the prefent eftablifhment out of the quef- 
tion) immid not hiiVe at leaft one unitarian church. 

And. 
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And if one would be wanted now, there will. I am 
coofidcnt, be a demand for two twenty years hence. 
This may be faid with tolerable certainty, from • the 

• * 

confideration of the increafe of unitarians in the laft 
fifty years, the greater ftill in proportion in the laft 
twenty^ and the greateft of all in the laft ten years. 
What then may we not resLfpnably expe£l from the 
train in whi«h things now are ? 

The efforts of men to ftop what they may call 
the .mifchief would be like the attempt to ftoj^^ 
rivulet fupplied by a conftant fpring, howe;ver fmall. 
Nothing could be eafier tfian to make a dam that 
would be fufficient for the purpofe at firft. But a;S 
the water kee|>s rifing, the dam" muft be made " 
higber and ftroxiger, and (the effort of the water 
to burft its wf^ continually increafmg) the higheft 
^4 fl^ngefl ^uft necefiaiily &il fonie tioi^e <:tr 
x>ih^9 aod tb^ ^Ivge, which would be the confft- 
qujCnqe, would be im proportion to 4he time in which 
it had been confined. Truth has never yet been 
conquered by power, numerous as have been thft 
attempts of the latter to bear it down. 

It may be faid that fince there has been an inr 
creafe of Ainbelievers, as well as unitarians, in the 
laft century, it may, on thefe principles, be pre^- 
diAed that they will continue to increale, to the ex- 
tirpation of chriftians of all denominations/ Tbi3^ 
reafoning, I own, would have been juft, if men 
•bad become unbelievers, as well as unitarians, from 
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reAding and thinking. But there is in thfe refpeA 
a moft efTential difference in the two cafes. Of 
the unbelievers of this age (1 fpcak from the fulleft 
pcrfuafion) few indeed are fo from that fcrious in- 
quiry and real conviction, to which alone the fpread 
of unitarianifm can be afcribed. The rejeflion of 
chriftianity iiiay be accounted for frcrm many caufcs 
befides a ferious convi6iion of its fallacy j biitnb 
other caufc can rcafonaWy be afligned' why a trini- 
tarian Oiould bijconie an unitarian; as the oWiga- . 
tions of moral virtue are not relaxed by the change, 
and the allurements of honour and profit are on the 
fide of the eftablifted faith; 

It is evident to thofe who converfe with unbe- 
lievers, that few of them are qualified to difcufs th« 
evidences of chriftianity ; a proof that they have not 
rejefted it from any deficiency that tlKty fbiind in 
its evidences; whereas there are greatunmbers of uni- 
tarians who can readily give the reafons of their 
faith, which (hows that they have really confidered 
and weighed the fubjeft. 

It is alfo to be ollferved, that a great increafe of 
ui^believers has been owing to the coemptions of 
chriftianity; and tbii> caufe ceafing, in part by the 
eflbrts of unitarians, the effefts will in due tihie 
ceafe of courfc. ChriUianity and its evidences are 
exhibited in fuch a light at prefent, that fewer phi- 
lofophical perfon?, giving due attention to the fub^ 
jcft (which is the great thing that is wanlir^, bnt 

wlU(43^ 
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which niauv circumftances may cxcilc), will be able 
to withhold their affent to it. 

Others will obje£l to the conclufivenefs of this 
reafouing ta prove the future univerfaHty of uni- 
tarianifm, the rapid fpread and long continuance 
of xnahometanifm in the world. But the grounds 
and principles of that religion underwent no fev6re 
difcuffion at the time of its promulgation. The 
profeflbrs of it wrote little in its defehce ; and there 
never was an age iii which the mahometan and 
chriftian literati^ had fo free and equal an inter- 
courfe, as to give room' for much controverfy. 
Whenever that (hall take place, and the common 
people be in a capacity of reading 'and judging for 
themfelves, lefs than a century, I am perfuaded, 
will befufficientfiilly to eftablifti the credit of the 
one fyftem, and to deftroy that of the other. Which 
of the two muft yield in the conteft, I, who am a 
chriftian, cannot have a doubt. 

On the contrary, chriflianity, from the earlieft 
period, was eagerly attacked and defended, the 
common people gave great attention to the con- 
troverfy, and it was the manifeft fuperiority of the 
chriftian apologifts in point of argument that de* 
eided between them. 

The fame obfervations will apply to the reforma-' 

tion firom popery; and had not the civil powen 

intervened, 'Ihere can be no dpubt, but tliat an end 

would foon have been put to the authority of the 

( ^ chureh 
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•church of Rome, iind the chief coi'ruptions of it. 
Had the reading of proteftant bdoks only been al- 
lowed in popifli countries, th6 reformatioh would 
nave kept advancing, notwithftanding all the oppofi*- 
tion from the civil powers; 

The Gontroverfy between the unitarians and trkii^ 
tarians has been open many years, much- has been 
written on both fides, the common people are become 
parties, and civil government does not dire^y inter- 
fere.- In thefe circumftances, it j^s a fa£k which no 
perfon can deny, that a great number of the com- 
mon people^ with a much greater proportion of men. 
of learning, are become unitarians ; and this has been 
the cafe fo long, that there can be no doubt of its 
continuance. 

The efTedl of free difcuflion is to produce a num- 
ber of perfons capable of writing in defence of their 
principles. Unbelievers really qualified to write 
upon the fubjedl are . very few, compared with 

learned chriftians. It is no lefs" evident that Jearned 

J' 

unitarians increafe, while learned trinitarians de- 
■ « 

creafe. Thefe fads are fufiicient to enable any per- 
fon, wilhoutmakinghinxfelf mafter.of the refpeftive 
arguments, to conclude that unitarian chriftians 
will continue to increafe, to the extermination of 
imbelievers on the one hand, and trinitarians on the 
othpr. The interference of the civil powers, and 
t3be influence of fplendid eftablifliments, may re- 
tard this event, but will not be able to prevent it, 

Som« 
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'Some may fniile at this method of calculathig 

•aad prcdiSiug events. But moral caufcs are as 

uniform and certain in their operation as natursd 

_ onesV and'Viien the data are equally clear, the prin* 

cipfes will authorize equajly fure couclufions. 

If a man of common fenfe only, without an^^ 
knowledge of' philofophy^ were t<>ld that the New- 
tonian fyftcm of the univeYfe, after having been 
cinvaffed- by philofophers of all nations, had, not- 
withftanding great oppofition, been gradeially gain* 

|i»g ground for the fpace qf more than half a/ccn- 
tary, he would not doubt the univerfality of its 
reception in time. Having (imilarWa/^, I think we 
I may venture to preditt the univerfal prevalence of 
unitanasiifm in a future period. 
If the controverfy between ihe arians an J, the 
feciniao^ fhould be kept up ten or twenty years 
longer, and in all that time the focinians fhould 
cpntinne iQ increafe, as they have done during the 
laft ten years, few perfons will be backward to 
prognofticate that arianifm alfo will finally and 

I even foourbe exterminat-ed, efpcciaJly as it has not. 
the fupport of the civil powers. 
I The principles .o?i whicTi I argue will hardly be 
I contefted; but perfons, according as they are dif- 
pofed with refpe£ttb particular controvcrfics, will 
kt.^}[it,fa6is relating to them in different lighfs, 
Wh^t I fay of the ujLiiform fprcad of unitarian prin- 
ciples may poffibly be denied by fome Trinitarians, 
bat it is allowed by unitarians, Tx) them, therc- 
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fore, it holds' oitt a fare profpeft of a final Iriimipji 
over aH their xadverfaries, and it xis for their en- 
^couragclwcnt fhat I make tliefe ob'fcrvatiq^is. 

To write in thi3 manner may be falft to be im- 
prudent^ as it is giving an ajarrn to thofe who now^ 
apprehend no danger, and therefore make no ef- 
forts to prevent it. But the friends of ^ free inquiry' 
and truth may rod fatlsfied, that, as every effort 
whicli has hitherto been piade to bear down ^hc 
caufe for which tlicy contend, has, in reality^ 
ferved to. promote it, -fo alfo will every fbtqfe effort 
that can be made for the famcpurpofe. "The cawfeof 
fruth may *be compared to an engine cofyftrufted fo 
as- to be put in motion by the tide, and which is k^pt 
in its pfopcr movement, whether the water flow in 
or flow out. ' Nothing hei« is wanting but motion^ it 
b'eing' impoflfible for that n^otion,' from whatever 
quarter it arifc, to operate unfavourably. 

The iDeft worldly policy, in the enemies erf truUi, 
i^, no doubt, that of thofe who endeavouf ta'fiifle 
all inquiry, ^vho read nothing, and who reply to 
vnothing. But even this will do but little, while 
the friends of truth are zoalous and ad:iV£ in its^ 
interefts ; as by this UiCans they have the advantj^c, 
IQ the eye of the worfd, of being knownm to invite 
and provoke difcuffion ; being leen to walk over ' 
the field of controverfy without an adverfary ; though 
it wcrtilJ certainly be more defirable ftill to have a 
refpefilable opponent. ^ 

As to this country, \vt may be c'onfident tliat, 
S : while 
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•vrliife error and fiiperftition= arc falHiig every where 
rfbroad, they can newer really gain ground ht:rc. 

r 

\\> have ia a. great meafurefet the example of froe 
inquiry, and have taken* the lead in- religious If- 
Berty together nations 5 and though the policy of 
die. times may be averfe to any -extcniion of tlj'iri^ 
libert}'^, circumftance* will, no doubt, arifc, that will 
heres^ter be as favourable to it in this goijiijtry a3 
dicy are now in others i. Having liitherto been forc- 
Rioft in tiiis great caufc^ it will not be in tlie power , 
, of man to^keep us long behind the red^^f Europe. 
Abroad they ai*e the govatilngfoiuers, that proi.notc 
' Eefiwrination ; but with wb, the people think and 
a£t for themfelves, a circumilance iiifinitely inoro 
promifing for an eifcftuui ?nd pernianeut relorrna- • 
. 6on:| there being nothiug- of ^vorWy policy in' the 
«afc, but stp^irc love of truth that is the great Ipring 
o£a<^oi\ with US; 

Notwithftandingj therefore, the indolence apd 
indifFcfince of friends, mid the filence, or virulent 
oppofition of enemies, let the advocates of free in- 
quiry fteadily purfue their purpofe. Let us examine 
^ery. thing, with the greatell freedom, without any 
fegard to confeqUences, which, though we cannot , 
•di&in&Iy fee them, we may-aflure ourfclves will be - 
filch as we fhall have'abundant caufe to rejoice in. 

Some perfons did ike controvcrfy, as leading to a 
iivtrjity pf opinions. But as this is a. necefl'ary,'fo 
k is only a temporary inconvenience. It is the only 

. K i way 
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way to arrive at a permanent and ufcful uiiiforniiiy, 
i^hlch it is fure to bring about at laft. Religious 
truth cannot be fo different a thing from truth of 
every other kind, but that it riiiift at length over- 
come all oppofition 3 and the knowledge of its having 
flood the tefl of the fevereft examination, by men 
fufficiervtly able and interefted to oppofe it, will at 
Lift prpduce a fn^m convi^Sion that all fiiture oppo- . 
fition will be equaHy vain, and Uius tcnninate in 
• the mofl unwavering acquiefccncc. 

It will be faid that this procefs is a very flow one. 
But it is as fure in its operation, as it is neceflary. 
in the nature of things. Every great tm?h, in the 
firm belief of which mankind now univerfalty ac- 
quiefce, has gone through the faJoae procefe ; and 
it has generally been lodger in proportion to it& 
knportano?, though fomewhat fhdrter io proportion 
to the activity with which the controverfies it has. 
occafioned have been condafted. By promoting 
difcuflion, therefore, we really accelerate this pro- 
grefs, and are bringing forward the period of uni^ 
formity, while thofe who arc the enemies of free 
inquiry, and who hate alt controverfy, are prolongs 
ing that ftate of fufpcnfe and diverfity of opinion,^ 
which they fo much diflike, and pufliing back that 
very uniformity* of opinion for. which they figh. For 
this period' of contvGverfy muft have its courfe, and 
come to its proper tennination, before ^y valuable 
and .lafting uniformity can take place. The con-" 

dua 
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tAi<St\)f tfeofe who wifli to fce an end of* ciontroverfjr 
at prefent maybe compared to that of thofe who 
IAiould endeaTour to keep a fhip fteady in its place 
flitfeft; wheii our aim ftiould be, by ufing all our / 
fails and oars, to gel into harbour, where alone it 
I cart be kept fteady; 
The grtat articles wM^h are now in a courfe of 
Idifcuflion will not b6 determined in our time. But 
if we exert oiirfelves, this work may be accompliflied 
itt the time <)€ our children, or grand-children ; and 
Ifarely if wS-fiafc^<re any elevation or coitipreheiifioh ofi 
iftirtd, we may look forward- = <o, and' aftually en* 
Il^yf, the h^tppiners .wfe pr6t^re for fbem. We fcPu- 
^le fult .to^ l^iatit ti-cesfcr the benefit of pofterity* 
&i^4i^ litew^e'faft i\it feeds oHruth f<^r tbem, and 
anticipate the acknowledgments they wilt make u6 
«ii Alt! ftO€0«it* ^ 

I do ti(rt wf kia this from a pfifrfoafioft^ that et^ 
tbiftg that I banre myfelf cotiteinded for !» indifputa-- 
Wy trwdL Ot> the contrary, I hatve, for th(S fake of. 

tdifcitffion, haza^ddd tnan^ things^ and fhall proba* 
ify balianrd/.ix»niiy. more ; and I have adlu»Uy ohangfd'i 
Hiany dpikiotis^ thsoiogicftl aS w^Uas pMlofo^biodJj; 
IWhicfe I>have advamoed fiAo* I wks a ^Ifr; . Btft- 
if meit irtsCk^ ufd of their faotilties at ajl^ sttxi ^p^ 
I mtly in that peripd whioh is nlp(l favour&ble %0: 
I bquJry (which is about the middle-tima of life), . 
' .they majt arrive j^t fb muchcertaimy, as will jijftify 
them in.expreffin^ a confiderable degce of confi-- 

. K.J. dexvft^^ 
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dcnce^ at leaft with refpe^i to thofe fubje£ts ta whicl^ 
they have given the clofeft attention. 
- I do profefs>to have this confidence in my opinion, 
concerning the doftrine of the trinity. I do not 
think the do6lrlne of tranfubfiantiation more manir 
feftly abfurd, and this is by much the lef8~mi& 
chlevous of the two. Not that I think' there are no 
wife aiid good men who are advocates for the do6trine 
of the trinity. I acknowledge (here are. But there 
are like wife many perfons^ pfwhofe ability and in- 
tegrity alfo I think very highly,, who are advocates 
for the do^lrine of tranfubdantiation;. and as there 
Avere leamed^pagans fiye centuries after .the promul- 
gation of chriflianity, there may be fome refpe^ble. 
, 1>elievers in the doidtrines of the trinity and of traxxr 
fiibftantiation, fome ages hence;. 

The minds of a few indlvicbiah may be fo locked 

upas that no keys we can apply will be able to open 

ihem. But it is with the hulk of mankind XhsX wp 

have to do, becaufe they will always be within the 

roach of reafon : and. Iblitary unbelievers,. iht folitaiy 

.bigots, may have their ufe in the general: fyftem- J 

an ufe fimilar-to tbat^f'the few idolatrous inhabitr 

: ants of the land of Can^n> who were not extirpated^; 

Y^hicb was that of trying and exercifing the Ifrad*- 

jte$, without having, it in their power to djive theiu 

out again* 



X^WO 



TWO DlSCOURSESi - 

K ON HARITUAL DKVOTION. 

11. ON THE DUTY OP NOT LIVING TO »UR«-» 

SELVES. 

[fublifhed in the Year 1782;] 



. * 



( 1^7 > 



^B« 



THE PREFACE. 

- ■ • 

Ti; E former of ihefe difcourfes I have been in- 
duced to publifli by the rcqiieft of the body of dif- 
fcnting nihiifters who aflemble annually at Dudley, 
in StaflTordfliire, before whom the greater part of it 
\y;\s dehvered on Tuefday the aid of May laft. ^ 
The latter was preached before theaflcmbly <)f 
minifters of the counties of Lancafter and Chcfter, 
met at Manchefter, May i6th, 1764, to carry into 
execution a fdieme for the jrelief of their widows 
and children. But though it was printed at their 
requeft, it was not generally publiflied; as only a 
fmall edition was printed, and fold in that neigh- 
bourhood. Several of my friends having exprefled 
/their wifhes^ to fee it made more public, I have 
thought proper to print them tc^ther, efpeeially as 
the fubje£ts of them have a conliderable relation to 
each other; the one recommending a proper difpofir 
tion of mind with refpeft to God, and the other 
that which rcfpciSls men. In both of them,,alfo, I 
have availed myfelf of Dr. Hartley's theory of the 
human afieftions, the excellehce of which is, tha<t - 
it not only explains, with wonderful finjplicity-, 
mjiny phenomena of the mmd, which are altogether 
inexplicable on other principles, but alfo leads tp 
a variety of praftical applications, and thofe 0/ t^hj^ 

xjioCL ^ 
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nioft valLiable kind. Of this I have given- feveralTpe- 
iimens in iny Chftrvattofis on Education, and other* 
of my publications. . 

My apology for introducing any thing of this^ 
nature into thefe difcourfcs is, ihalHekher of" then* 
was^ conifkjfed for a common audience,. Befides, 
the moft abftrufe parts of th^m arc o^fuch a nature^ . 
as to be pretty eafily mtelUgiWe to perfons of reflec- 
trion, tlxough they fhouWi havp no knowFedge of 
that particular tlieory. For thcr general do6irine of 
ihe^ ajfociation of ideas is known to all perfofris of a. 
liberal educationv Whenever I have delivered thefe- 
difcourfes before a. common audience, I have omit- 
.ted wbiat^vfer I thought would not be readHy undei^ 
flood by them, and fuch pafTagCi* (which however 
are liot very many) may now be paffed o\'er, with-^ 
out mucI)L difficulty or inconvenience, by, thoia per^ 
fcns for whofe ufe they are not'calculated. ' 

To- the former of thefe difcourfts the public a'rt^ 
.already under confidcrablc obligations, tl^ongh tHey 
have been ismorant of it ; as it - was tlie occafion 
of that excellent poem of Mrs. Barbauld, itititledT 
A^ Addrefs to the Deity, which was Gompofed- im- 
mediately after the fiflt delivery of it-, before ati af- 
fembly of miuiftefs at Wakefield, in York{hire> la* 
the year 1767. Were I to i-nf^rm my readers how 
(oon thtt poem appeared after the delivery t)f the 
'4ifcourfei it would add much to their idea of the 
'^Sf^tx& df thei/ writer. Tcould alfo m^ke the fame;; 

obfervation- 
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t)l)fetTaUon with rcfpcQ: to, fevcral other pieces^, an4 
[ fome of them.tlic mod admired in that colkftion. 
: If my theological pubUcations luve been moro . 
i of di fpeculaiwe than of a pratiical nature, it/i>» 
[ merely becaufe circunifrances have Jed nic to it, and 
%Y no means becaufe the former are more pleafing to , 
me. I hqpe I fliall always confider fpcculation as 
fubfcrvient to pradlice. The moft cxaft kiio\vledge , 
if truth, and the greateft zeal for it, will avail; 
' nothing without the pra6licc of thofe virtues whicl^ ; 
the moft uninftru6lcd of mankind perfeiUy under- 
ftand. Nay, the more knpwledge we have of the 
chriftian religion, of the general plan and object of i 
it, tlie rnqrc inexcufable fliall wc be, if we do not, ^ 
in jthe firft place, take care to inaprefs our hearts ', 
with that l(we of, God^ and that unrcfervcd devoted^ 
nefs to his will, which our Saviour calls the Jirjl 
and.greateji of all the commandinetUs^ pjiA alfo with 
that difiiiterefted good-will to pur. fellow creatures, 
which he calls ihtfecond great commandment^ aiid like . 
unto it. 

He was. himfclf equally exemplary with refpefl; to 
them both^: and it is vain for us to pretend to be^ 
cbriftiansy if we do not ftudy to refemble him. (whom, 
alope we are to acknowledge in the chara£ter of Lord 
apd mafter) in the difpofition gf our minds,. ai:vd ia 
the conduft of our lives. May we aU be fo atjtentive. 
to difcharge our ppper duty, and to impfove the 
talents with which we arc 'feverally intruded, that . 

when. 
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\^"hen, according to his promlfe^ InJhc^U reliim^ ami^ '' 
take un account ofh'isfervants^ we r^uiy hejomulimih-' 
outjpot and blamelefs, , 

The world in' which we liv^, with all the in- 
fluences to which we are fubjeft, itiay be equally 
our friend or our enemy, accoixling to the ufc we, 
make of it. It is wonjderfully adapted, by thfe 
exercife it gives to our faculties^ and to our paffions 
and affeftions, to eJlahViJh^ Jlrengtbeuy and fettle us 
- in the habit and practice of all virtue, and to raifc 
\jB to a pitch of excellence to which Adapi in para- 
dife could never have attained. But then it is equally 
poffible that, by floth and indulgence, we may de- 
bafe our natures to a degree equally wonderful. 
The knowledge and belief of chriftianity itfelf, as • 
well as every other advantage of which we are pof^ 
fcfled, is alfo capable either of promoting the moral 
perfefibion ©f oiir natures, and our fitnefs for im- 
mortal happinefs, or of making us tU« proper ob- . 
jefts of a greater condemnation- than that of Sdiom 
and Gomorrah in the day of judgment. 

It behove* us then to confider our fituation and 

all- our privileges very attentively, that "we mav 

make the beft ufe of them. It is aot in our option 

to be in any other circumftances than thofe in which 

€u^ Maker has placed us. It will alfo avail jis 

nbthing to hide nnj' talent in a napkin. As we have 

received it, we miift give an account of the ufe we 

makfeof it. -' . ' '' '■ ' ^ 

- . We 
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We are likewife ignorant of the tinie ^heii this 
ccount will be eallcd fbr ; and, great and fcrious 
s-the bufinefs of life is, the time allowed for the 
ifpatch- of it is both fliort, and uncertain. But, 
hough fhort, it is fufficient for the purpofe of it, 
r*it be rightly improved ; and then the uncertainty 
f its duration is a circumllance that does not need 
5 give us any concern. At fucb an hottr as wn 
htni not the judge may comej but then, bappy is that 
ervant whom his Lord^ when be cometh^ Jball Jind 
vatcbing, , ' 

I (hall take the liberty to clofe this preface with 
n extraft of what is more peculiarly pra^ica]^ 
ind therefore more .immediately fuiting my prefent 
»urpofe, from Mrs. Bafbauld's poem above meu« 
ioned. 

If the foft hand of winning pleafure leads 
\y living waters, and through flowery meads^. 
Vhen- all is fmiling, tranquil, and ferene, 
Lnd vernal beauty paints the fla^'ring fcenc ; 
>h teach me to elude each latent fnare, 
ind whifper to my Aiding heart, Bbware t 
Vith cautioa let me hear the fyren's voice, 
ind, doubtful, with a trembling heart rejoice. 

Jf, friendlcfs, in % vale of tears I ftray, 
There briers wound, and thorns perplex my way, 
lill let my fteady foul thy goodnefs fee, 
nd with fl,rong confidence lay hold on thee 5 

L With 
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With equal joy my various lot receive, 

Refign'd-to die, or refolutctolive ; 
. IVeparM to kifs the fceptre, or the rod. 

While God is feen in all, and* all in God. 
With thee iijL fhady rolitude3 1 w^lk^ 

With thee in bufy crowded cities talk ; 

In every creature o^vn thy forming pow'r. 

In each event thy providence ador^. 

Thy hopes (hall animate my drooping foul, 

TThy precepts guide tne, and thy fear controul. 

Thus fliall I reft, unmov'd by all alarms, 
. Secure within the temple of thy arms; 

Ffom anxious cares, from gloomy terrors free, 

And feel myfelf omnipotent in thee. 

Then, when the laft, the doling hour draws nig 

And earth recedes before my fwimming eye. 

Teach me to quit this tranfitory fcene 

With decent triumph and a look fercne ; 

Teach me to fix my ardent hopes on high, 
Jbid, having liv'd to thee, in thee to die^ 
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Psalm x. 4. 

t^he wicked, through the pride op his 
countenance, will not seek aftebi 
god. god is not in all his thoughts. 

God/ my chriftian brethren, is a being with 
whom we all of us h^rve to do, and the relation we. 
Hand in to him is the moft important of all .our re- 
lations. Our connexions with other beings, ai>d 
other things, are flight, and tranfient, in compa- 
Hfon.with this. Ood is our maker, our conftanl 
freferver and benefaSior, our moral governor, and 
our final judge. He is prefent with us where\:er we 
Ve 5 the fccrets of aU hearts are conftantly known to 
hin>, 'and be is of purer eyes than to heboid iniquity. 
Here, jthen, is a fttuatioa in which we find our* 
fehrcs, that demands our dofeft attention. The 
cOnfideration is, iji the higheft degree, interefting 
and alarming : knowing h9w abfolutely dependent 
we ^e upon God, that in him we live and move and 
have our beings and knowing alfo, that by vice and 
folly we have jrendered ourfelves juftly obnoxious to . 
hU difpleafure, ' . 

L 2, Nowj 
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Now, to think, and to aft, in a manner corrc- 
fponding to this our neceflary intercourfe with God, 
certainly requires that we keep up an habijtual re- 
gard to it : aiid a total, or very great degree of in- 
attention to it, muft be highly criminal and dan- 
gerous. Accordingly, we find in the fcriptures, 
that it is charafteriftic of a good man, that be fets 
the Lord always before him^ and that be aclinozul edges 
God in all bis ways. Whereas it is faid of the 
wicked,, in my text, that God is not in all tieir 
tbougbts \ and elfewhere, that tbefear of God is not 
before tbeir eyes ; that tbey put tbe tbougbts of God 
far from tbem^ and will not the inowledge of tbdr 
MoJlHigb. 

This circumftance feems to fiimifli a pretty good 
teft of the ftate of a man's mind with refpefl to vir-* 
tue and vice. The moil abandoned ^uid profligate 
of mankind are thofe w^ho live without God in 
the world^ entirely- thoughtlefs of his being, perfec- 
tions, and providence ; having their heart* wholly 
engrofled^with this world and the things of it : -by 
which means thofe paffions, which terminate in the 
enjoyment of them, are inflamed to fuch a degree, 
that no other principle can reftrain their indul- 
gence. Thefe perfons may be called pradical athe-- 
ifis ; and the temper of mind they have acquired 
often leads them to deny both natural and revealed 
religion. They fecretly wifh, indeed they can- 
not but wifh, there may be no truth in thofe prin- 
ciples. 
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ciples^ the apprehenfion of v;hich is apt to give 
them difturbajice ; and hence they give little atten^ 
tion to the evidence that is produced for them, and 
magnify all the objedlions they hear made .to them. 
And it is well known, that, in a mind fo ftrongly 
biaiTed, tiie mod cogent reafons often amount to 
B6tbing9 while the moil: trifling cavils pafs for de- 
monflratioQ. It is the fame with refpe6l to aay 
other fpeculation, when the mind has got a bias im 
£iyour of any particular conclufion. 

On the other hand, a ttuly and pcrieftly good 
man loves, and therefore cherifhes, the thought of 
God, his father and his friend ; till every produce 
tion of divine power and (kill, every inftance of di-- 
vine bounty, and every event of divine providence^ 
never fails to fuggeft to his mind the idea of the 
great author of all things, tbt giver of every good- 
'and every perfect gifty and the fovereign difpofer of 
all affairs and of all events. Thus he lives, as it 
were, conftantly feeing him, who is invi/tble. Hjb 
fees Grod in every thing, and he fees every thijng 
in- God. He dwells in love, and thereby dzuells in 
GoJy and God in bim. And fo long as he confiders 
lumfelf as living in the world which God has 
made, and partaking of the bounty with which hi^ 
providence fupplies him ; fo loi^ as he is intent 
upon difcharging his duty, in the (ituation in 
which he believes the Diyine Being has placed 
him, and meels with no greater trials and difBgul- 

L 3 ^ ^ ties 
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ties than he is perfuaded his God and father has 
appointed for his good^ it, is almofl impoffible 
that the thought of God ftiould ever be long abfcnt 
from his mind. Every thing h6 fees or feels will 
make it recur again and again perpetually. His 
whole life will be, as it were, one aft of devotion-j 
and this date' of mind, being highly pleaftirable, 
and his fatisfaftion having infinite fources, will b^ 
daily increafing, fo as to grow more equable, and 
more intenfe, to all eternity ; when it will hejo^ un»^ 
fpealahlcy and full of glory, 

Thefe ate the two extremes of the fentimeuts 

, and conduft of men with refpeft to God, anrf all 
the varieties of the human charafters will be foimd 
ibmewhere between them^ fo that we may be 
deemed virtuous or vicious, in proportion as we ap^ 
proach to the one or the other.^ 

The more imperfeft of the middle chfles of man- 
kind will have their minds too much engrofled by 
this world and the things of it, fo as to exclude, m 
a very great degree, the apprehenfion of God, and 
of their relation to him. Provided, however, that 
they, have had a religious education, *thefe thoughts 
cannot be prevented from recurring from time to 
time, and producing ftronger or weaker refolutions 
of repentance and amendment ; but not having 
their full influence, and therefore ferving rather 

, to difquiet the mind confcious of a want of perfeft 

ilitcgrity, tijey will be apt to be overborne by the 

f . fuperior 
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fuperior power of things feen and temporal ; and 
the minds of fuch perfons being in this flu&uating 
I V condition^ whatever fuccefs they may have in the 
world^ their lives >\ill contain a great mixture o£ 
anxiety and remorfe. 

But thofe whom we may ftyle the 'more perfeA of 
the middle claifes of men, though, like the former, 
their minds may be now and then carried away 
by the magic influences of this world ; and though 
they may give^ too far, and too eagerly, into thfi 
purfuit of its pleafures, riches, 'and honours, they 
will never wholly, or for a long time, lofe fight of 
God, and of their duty ; and pious fentiments, re* 
curring with fuperior force at intervals, will pro- 
duce a kind of religious Jervoury which, roufing the 
mind to a greater exertion of its powers, will pro^ 
duce good refolutions with confiderable flrength 
and vigour, and thereby break their growing at- 
tachment to the world, Thefe fervours, however, 
will of courfe remit, and other objefts will necef- 
farily refume fome part, at leaft, of their influence : 
but if a fenfe of God and of religion have once ta- 
ken firm hold of the mind, in the early part of life, 
there will be reafon to hope that an exprefs regard 
to them will return with greater force, and after 
ihorter intervals, perpetually. By thefe means fuch 
ilrength will be given to the principle of confcience, 
that in the fur theft excurfions they make from the 
ilrift path of religion, even while they maintain no 

_ exprefs 
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expreft regard to God iri their aftion^, the- bare, apr 
preheniion of a thing being rigbt^ and their dul;f^ 
willy in all coniiderable inftances, immediately and 
«iechanically determine their minds 5 fothatth^y' 
will never deliberately do any 4jiiing which they are 
convinced is unlawful, and offenfive to Gods. At 
tnoft, if ever aflronger temptation than ufual ihould 
induce them to tranfgrefft their known duty, in any 
4){ the greater inftances of it, the ftate . of th^r 
minds will be fuch, as that tbefe tranfgreffions will 
be followed by the keeneft compun£lioa and contri- 
tion, which will make them lefs. liable to commit 
•the fame offence a fecond time. 

Thus we fee that thofe perfons, im whofe mind& 
there is this prevailing difpofition to virtue, will 
be ioiproved both by the uniform praftice of their 
duty, which neceffarily ftrengthens the babii of it, 
and even by occafional tranfgreffiona, which gives a 
Aronger Jlimulus Xo the power of eonfcience. But 
^here is great danger, left thef(i violations pf knowft 
duty be either fo great' as to produce defpair, which 
naturally hardens the mind, or fo frequent as to 
beget a habit. Both thefe weaken the power of: 
eonfcience. The man then goes backward in re- • 
ligion, and may at laft, even from this more ad^ • 
vanced ftate of virtue, be brought to commit all 
iniquity with greedinefs. Let i6iw, then, who tbink^ 
etV bejiandetb- take heed lejl be fdll\ and let all of 
us,.confcious of the frailty of our natures, be in^ 

tent 
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tfent upon tuoriing out our falvation with fear ani 
trembling. 

An habitual regard to God being the nioft effec- 
tual means of advancing us from the more imper- 
feft to the more perfefil ftate I have been defcribing, 
I (hall eftdcavour to recommend this leading duty 
to you, by a fuller and more diftinft enumeration of 
its happy effefts; and I fhall then fliow what I 
apprehend to be the moft effeftual methods of pro- 
moting it, and of removing the various obilrudions 
to it. 

I. An habitual regard to God in our adions 
tends greatly to keep us firm in our- adherence to 
our duty. It has pleafed divine providence to place 
man in a date of trial and probation. This world 
is ilri£Uy fuch. We are" furrounded with a great 
variety of obje£ls, adapted to gratify a variety ot 
fenfes with which we are fumiflied. The plea* 
fures they give us are all innocent in moderation^ 
and they engage us in a variety of agreeable and 
proper purfuits* But our natures are fuch, as that 
tlie frequent indulgence of any of our appetites 
tends to make its demands inordinate, and to beget 
an habitual propenfity to indulge it ; and this prone* 
nefs to the exceflive indulgi:nce of any of our paf* 
fions enflaves our minds, and is highly dangerous, 
and criminal. By, this means we too often come 
to forget Qod our maker, to injure our fellow- 
creatiires of mankind, and to do a ftill greater, and 



* tjo On Habitual JJevotidfU 

I 

more irreparable injury to' ourfelves, both in mmc 
and body. ' 

It has pleafed almighty God, therefore,^ from 
the concern he had for our good, to forbid th^fe im- 
moderate indulgences of the love of pleafure, riches 
and honour, by expyefo lawsy guarded with the mof 
awful fandlion^- IS^ow we are certainly lefs liabl< 
Go forget thefe laws, and our obligation to obfervi 
them, when we keep up an habitual regard to on 
great lawgiver and judge ; when >ye confider him a 
always prefent with usy when we^ confider that bi 
tj^s are ipi everyplace^ beholding both the evil dndth 
good^XhaX h&feei ittfecrety and will one day rewar^ 
, ^eidy^ Jn.this manner we fliall acquire anhabitua 
reverence for God and his laws, which will end i; 
an habitual obedience to them, even without an 
eXprtfs fegardto their authority. Thugr we fhoul^ 
certainly be lefs] likely to neglefik the requeft of 
fiiend> or the injunSion <rf- a mafter, if w^ coul 
always keep in mind' thie remembrance of our frienc 
or mafter \ and a conftant attention to them woul 
certainly give us a habit of pleafing them in a 
things. 

a. An habitual regard to God promotes an uni 
form^ cheerfulnefs of mind ; it tends to diflSpat 
anxiety, or melancholy, and ma^ even,' in fonn 
cafes, prevent madnefs. Without a regard tp Go< 
as the maker and governor of all thing^, ih 
world affords but a gloomy and uncomfortable pre 

fpe£ 
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"fpeft. 'Without thjs^ we fee no great end for which 
■we have to live, we have no great or animating' 
Qhje£i to purfue.; and whatever fchemes we may be 
carrying on, our views are bounded by a very fliort 
And narrow fpace. To an atheift, therefore, every 
thing niuft appear little, dark, and confufed. And 
let it be confidered, that, in proportion as we forget 
{Tod, and lofe our regard to him, we adopt the 
fentiments and views of atheifts, and fliut our eyes 
to the bright and glorious profpefts which religion 
exhibits to us. 

Religion, my brethren, the doftine of a God, 
of a providence, and. of a future ftate, opens an 
immenfe, a glorious, and mod tranfportingprofpeft; 
and every man, who is humbly confcious that he 
conforms to the will of his maker, may enjoy, and 
rejoice in, this profpeft. Confidering ourfelves as 
the fubjefts of the moral government of God, tve 
fee a moll important fphere of a6lion in which we 
have to exert ourfelves, we have the greatefl/ df all 
objects fet before tis, ^/ory, honour^ and tmmortalitjfi 
an inheritance incorruptible^ undefiled^ and tbaifadeth 
not away J as the reward of our faithful ferfeverance 
in well-doing ; and we have a boundlcfs exiflencej 
an eternity, in which to purfue and enjoy this re- 
- ward. 

Thefe great views and objefts, the contemplation 
pf which mud be habitu'al to the mind which keeps 
up an habitual regard to God, cannot fail to di- 

miniih 
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miuifli' the luftrc of the things of time and fenfe'y 
which engage our attention here below; and while 
they leffen our folicltude and anxiety about them, 
they mufl: cure that fretfulnefs, and diftrefs of mind, 
which is occafioned by th6 difappointments we meet 
with in them. 

For the fame reafon, this habitual regard to God, 
this life of devotion, which I would recommend, 
niuft tend in fome meafure to prevent that niofl 
deplorable of all the calamities mankind are fubje£l 
to, I mean madnefs. It is well known, that th^ 
circumftance which generally firft occaiions, or at 
lead greatly contributes to, this diforder, is too 
clofc and too anxious an attention to {o\n^ Jingle 
thing in which a perfon is greatly interefted ; fo 
that, for a long time, he can hardly think of any 
thing elfe, and particularly is often prevented 
frotaijleepingy by means of it. Thus we frequently 
fee, that when perfons are of a fanguine temper of 
mind, a fevere difappointnient of any kind will end 
in madnefs. Alfo a fudden tranfport of joy ^ from 
unexpected fuccefs, will fometimes have the fame 
e(fe£t. But, from the nature of the thing, this 
violence of either kind could hardly take place in 
a truly devout and pious mind, in the mind of a 
man who confiders all the events, in which he can 
be concerned, as appointed by a God infinitely wife 
and good i who, he is perfuaded, hath, in the moft 
affli6live providences, the mofl gracious intention 

to. 
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(0 him^ and to all mankind ; and who^ by the moft 
^rofperous events, means to try his rirtue, and to 
put hiiYi upo!^ the moft difficult ef all exercifes^ 
(hat of behaving properly in fu<jK circunlfUnces. 
To a mind rightly difpofed^ and duly feafoncd with 
a fenfe of religion, nothing here Jbelow will appear 
to be of fufficient moment to produce thefe dre^dfiil 
efTefks. IVeJhall rejoice^ as though we rcjwed ftot ; ' 
and ztfcep] as though we ivcpt not 5 knowing that the 
fnjbion oftbU world pajfeth awa}\ 

Deep melancholy is often occafioned, in perfoa*? 
of a lower tone of fpirits^ by the fame kind of dif- 
appointments which produce raging madnefs in 
others. It is the effeft of defpairy and could never 
take place, but when a perfon apprehended that 
that which we may call his all^ that in which he put 
his chief truft and confidence, had failed him, and 
he had no other- refource to fly to. But a truly 
religious man can never defpair \ becaule, let what 
vrill befall him. here below, he knows his chief 
happinefs is fafe, being lodged where neither motb 
n9T ru/l can corrupt y and where thieves cannot preak 
through norjieal. In patience^ therefore, be will be 
able at all times to pojp/s his own foul, exefcifihg a 
fieady truft and confidence in Go<h the rock of oges^ 
thefure tefling-tlace of all genertttions. 

. Melancholy, or defpondence in a lower degree, 

what we commonly call lownefs of fpirits, generally 

arifed from a want of fome objeA of purfuit fuffi* 

cient to engage the attention^ an4 roufc a mw to 

- M ^ 
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he^will be more mafter of himfelf, have greater pre- 
fence of minJ, atid aA with greater * pr4idcnc<j in 
time of danger. If he die in the glorious ffruggle, 
he dies, not with the gloomy ferocity >of the mere 
man of this world, but with the triumph of a , 
chpftian, in a confcioufnefs of having fihilhed bis ■ 
career of virtue in the moft glorious manlier in 
i^hich he could poffibly finifli it, in the fervice of 
his country, and of mankind. 

Having thus confidcred the important cffeS/s of • 
an habitual regard to God in all our ways^ I conjQ ■ 
to treat of the moft proper and efiedtual methods of 
promoting this temper of mind. 

I. If you be really dcfipous to cultivate this ha-< 
bitual devotion, endeavour, hx the flrft places to 
diveft your minds of too great a multiplicity of the 
cares of this world. The man who lives to God^ 
in the manner in which I have been endeavouring 
to defcribe, lives to him principally, and loves and 
confides in him above all. To be folicitous about 
this world, therefore, as if our chief happinefs con- 
^ lifted in it, muft be incompatible with this devo- 
tion. JVe cannot ftrve God and Mcnnnwn^, If we 
be cbrijiiansy we (liouKI confider that thc; great 
and profefled obje£l of our religion is the revela- 
tipn of a future life, of unfpcakably more import- 
ance to us than this tranfilory world, and tlie pe- 
rifliable things of it. As phriftians, we (hould 
confider ourfclves as citizens of heaven, and only 

•Jtrangcrs 



On IlabUual D^otion^ 137 

grangers and pilgrims ben belo^^, Wc miift there*- 
fore fee, that, as chriftians, there is certainly re- 
quired of JUS a confiderablc degree of indifference 
about this world, which was only intended to. ferv^ 
us as a paffage io a better. 

IPb^ Divine Being himfcif has made wife provt-» 
fion for lefTening the cares of this world, by the 
ap{K>intmen.t of one day in feven, for the purpofe of 
reft and avocation from labour. Let us then, at 
leaft, take the advantage which this day gives tis^ 
0^ calling off qur eyes from bsboldmg vanity ^ and of 
quic](e7ihig purjelvtis, in the it/qys efChil* 

This advice ] would particularly recommend t6|^^ 
thole pcrfons who are engaged in artSy manufaSiures. 
and commercci For, highly, beneficijd as thefe 
things axe in a political view, and. fubferyieat to 
the elegant enjoymenl of life, they fcem not Ito be 
fp. fiji^^ourable to retig'^on . aod d^votton^ a^ the biifir 
^efs of agr^ctfliure ^ and foe this re«^on, therefore. 
Ijjrpbably^ among othi^rs;^ the Divine Being forbad 
commerce to the people of the Je\ys^ and^gave then^ 
Cuch laws as are chiefly adapted to a life of huf . 
bai^dry* Thdhufbandman, is in a fituatiop particularl}r 
lja,jfOura;blc ^ the contemplation qf the \vorks d^ 
Qo^jf and to a feufe of his dependence upon hiux. 
T)^^ fain from heavoa, and various cdrcum(lance% 
relating to the w^ath^r^ &c. pc^ which th^ good-* 
iiefs of his crops depends, he receives as fxom ih» 
band of God^ and is hardly fenfible of any fecon^ 
' ' M3 dary,' 
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darjr, or more immediate caufc. If he undcrftand 
any thing of the prindples of vegetation, and caii 
account for a few obvious appearances upon what 
we call tbe laws of nature ; thcfe laws he knows to- 
be the exprefs appointment of God, and he canoot 
help perceiving the wifdoni and goodnefg of God in 
the appointment/ To that the objefts about- which 
he is: daily converfant are^'iA tiieir liature^i a leflbn 
•f gratitude and pr^ifei / ■ 

Befides, the employment of the huffearidman 
being, chiefly, Xh* bring food out of tbe earthy his 'at- 
lention is more confiual to the* rear w.-juts, or.ar 
inoft the principal <;ohvc?mehce^, ' of Kfe ; and hi^ 
mind IS not, like that of the curtoti^S^urtift and ma- 
htrfafturer, fo tiable to be faftirfated 'by a tafte for 
fuperfJuities, and the fiftitions war>t^ of men. 
' Nor, laflly, docs tile bufinefs of hufbandry lo 
wholly engrofe a man's thoughts and atteiltipn^ 
while ne is emproyed about it, as many of the arts 
ind manufaftures, and as commerce neceflfkrily 
does. And it (hotild be a general riile with us^ that 
the more attantion ofmiftd our empteyment in life 
lequires, the more carefiil (hou!d*ve be to draw odr 
tteughts from it, on the day hfreft, ah(J at otBer 
intervals o( time fet apart for devotional piirpofts; 
-Othcrwife, a worldly-minded' temper, not beihg 
checkedl or cdntrouled by any thing of a contrary 
tendency, *wiH ncceffarily get poiTeffion of our 

hearts. 

6- a. This. 
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"2?'.' This briilgs me to the feoond advice, which 
IS, by na means to omit ftated times of worfliip- 
phig God by prayer, public and private. Every 
paflion and afteftion in our frame is ftrengthened by 
the proper and >iatural expreflioii of it. Thus fre- 
quent intcrcourle and converfation with thofe we 
love promotes friendfhip J and fo alfo the inter- 
courie we ' keep up with God by prayer, in which 
weexprefe oiir reverence and love of him, and our 
confidence in him,, promotes a fpirit of devotioti, 
and makes it eafier for the idei^ of the Divine Be ' 
ing and his providence to occur to the mind on 
other occafionff, when we are jFiot form ally praying 
to hVm. Befides, if perlcms * wHofo thoughts are 
much employed in the buGnefa of tliis life had na 
time fet apart for the exercifes of devotion, they 
would be in danger of neglcfting it entfrefy; at 
leaft, to a degree thai would be attended wUK a 
^grcat diminution of th'eir-virtue and happinefe, 
• But, in order that the exercifes of devotion may 
be the moft efRcacioui^ to promote the true fpirit 
and general hirt>it of it^ iris adviieabfe that ptayers 
properly fo calle^ that \i, direft addreffes to the 
Divine Being, be (hbrt. The ftrong fieermg of re- 
verence, love, and confidence^ which ought to 
animate our devotions, eannot be Kept up in fuch 
mindu as ours through a prayer of coniiderable 
length ; and a tedious lan^olr in prayier is of great 
4liflerviee to the life of ireiigioB, as it accuAoms' 

the 
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lar notice, if not the ridicule, of th^ generality of 
tliofe who may be prefent ; whereas, could vic dc- 
cejitly and fcrioully exprefs oiu gratitude to God 
upon every agreeable occurrence, and our reiigna- 
ticn and fubriiiffion to his will uppn every calamir 
lous event of life, it would tend greatly to ftrei^gthea 
-the habit of acknowledging God in all our waysy an4 
promote the fpirit of devotion. 

In no other country, \ believe, whateycr^ neither 
among the roman catboKcs, nor. mabometans,t have 
people, even the nioft fafliionable and -polite, 
any. idea of being afliamed.of their religion. On 
the contrary, they are rather oflei^tatioua of it, an4 
th.erefofe they feem to have more thao' they arc 
really poflefied of: and this is the cafe with fpme^ 
both of the eftabliftied church, and among the dif- 
jenter^ in England. But, unfortunately^ thJB cnit- 
ward fliovv of religion was carried to fuch a lengthy 
about a century ago, in this country, and wasfonie- 
times made to fubferve fuch infamous parppfes, 
that, I believe, the greater part of (be moll fincerely 
pious and humble chriftians no^v make a point 
of expofing to the world as little of the religion 
they have as poffible ; fo that they are really ppf- 
•ftffed of much more than tliey feem to have. This 
I tnift is the cafe with great numbers, who are little 
fufpcfted of being particularly religious, becaufe 
ihey are feklom or never heard to talk about it. 
Axid, upon the whole, while things are fo unfor- 
tunately 
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lunatcly circumftanced, I think ^this extreme pre- 
ferable to the other ; as, of ail things, the .reproach 
of hypocrify ought to be avoided with the utmoft 
car^. 

4. In a more efpecial manner, never fail to have 
recoude to God upon every occafion of .ftrong 
emotion of mind, whether it be of a pleafurable^ 
or of a painful nature. • When your mind is labour- 
ing under diftreffing doubts, and great anxiety, or 
when yott are anyway embarrafled in the conduftof 
-your affairs, fly to God, as your friend and father, 
your counfellor and your guide. In a fincere and 
earned endcavouc to difcharge your duty, and to 
aft the upright and honourable part, commit your 
*Luay unto ihriy repofe yourfelvcs upon hi S' providence, 
confiding in his care to over-rule every thing for the 
bcft, and you will find a great, and alnioft inftan- 
taiieous relief. Your perturbation of mind will fub^ 
fide, as by a charm, and the florm wiH become a 
fettled calm. Tumultuous and exccffive joy will 
alfo be moderated by this means ; and thus all your 
emotions will be rendered more equable, more plea- 
furable, and more lading. And this is produced 
not by any fupernatural agency of God on the 
mind, but 19 the natural effect of placing entire 
confidence in a being of perfed wlfdom and good- 

•nefs. 

But the capital advantage you will derive from 
this praflEice will be, that the idea of God beifig. 
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by lliis means, aflbciatcd with all the ftrongeft" 
emotiojis of your .hiiiid, your whole flock cf devo- 
tionai fenthiicnts and feelings will be incrcafcd^ 
AH thofe ftrong emotions, now fcparately indiftin* 
giiifliablc, will coalefce with the idea of God, and 
make part of the complex train of images fuggcfted 
by the term, fo that you will afterwards think ^f 
God oftener, and with more fervour than before ; 
and the thought of him will have greater influence 
with you than ever. 

/J. In order to Cultivate the fpirit of habitual de- 
votion, labour to free your minds from all confci- 
-oufnefs of guilt, and felf- reproach, by means of 
a conft ant attention to the upright and fleady dif- 
chargc of the whole of your duty. In confequencc 
of neglefting our duty, we become backward, as j 
we may fay, to make our appearance before God. 
We cannot look up to him with full confidence of 
liis fdvour and blefling ; and are, therefore, too apt 
to omit devotion entirely. Befides, we always feel 
an averfion to the exercife 3i fclf-ahafemeni and con- 
fritioriy which arc all the fentiments that we can with 
propriety indulge in thofe circumftances 5 efpecially 
as we have a fcTct fufpicion, that wc fliiill, for foine 
tithe at leaft, go on to live as we have done ; fb that 
rather than confefs our fins, and continue to live in 
them, we choofe not to make confeflion at all. 

But this, my brethren, is egregious trifling, and 
highly dangerous. Thus, al beft, .all improvement 

15 
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is at a fiand with us, if we be not going fatally 
backwards iu our moral fiatc* If this be our cha* 
.rader»(as I believe it is^ more or Fcfs^ that of a 
(tcry. great number even of thofe I have called the 
better fort of the middle clafles of men), let us 
fOL time^ an^ in good eameft, cad off all our.fiiM^ 
jKgligenca, ami tbliics, by. (fue repentance. Let 
OS draw near, and acquahu ourfeUues wiib Go J, that 
wc may be at peace.^ You can have no true peace, 
•aflurance> 61 fatisfa&ion of mind in thi^ life with-^ 
out it; for, if you be of the clafs I am now refer- 
.ring to, it i^ too late for you to have a perfedt en<* 
joyment of a life of (in and diilipadon. And 
1)et)veen tiiat kind of peace, or rather ^arp^, whioh 
,d)efe who are abandoned to wickednds, thqje wha 
are wholly addi£bed to ^this world aad make it jtheir 
fole end, or thofe who are grofsly ignorant of relii* 
gion, enjoy, and that inward peacs tmd fattsfiiSiitm 
which accompanies the faithful and earneft difcharge 
of every known duty, there is no fuflicient medium. 
YoH may go about feeking reil in this wide ff>ace^ 
while youF hearts are divided between God and the 
world, but you will find none; whereas theynii^ 
o/* rigbteoufjiefs, of a fincere and impartial, though 
impcrfeft obedience to the law of God, is peace and 
ajffurancefor ever^ 

Sixthly, and laftly- To facilitate the cxercife . 
t)f devotion, cultivate in your minds juft ideas of 
God, with whom you have to do upon thofe occa- 

.. N ": fions. 






14$ Off Unhiiunl Devothn^ 

(lons^ and dived your minds, as f^r ae' poflible^ of J 
all fuperftitious and diflionouraWe notions of hini« f 
Confider him as the good father of the prodigal foD, 
in that excellent parable of our Saviour^ Let it 
Cnk deep into yourminds, as one of.tlvemoftimpprt-^ 
•ant of all principles, that the God wth whom we 
liave to do is eflentially, of himfelf, and without J 
regard to any foreign confideration whatever, ahuBr 
^nt in mercy y not wilUng that My Jh(mld ferijb^ hrt f^, 
ibat he bad rather that •alljbould come to repentance: 
-^nd then, notvvitiiftanding you coniider yoi\rrdve8 
^s^ail, imperfe6l,. and iinful creatures; and thougb 
you cannot help accufuig yourfelves of imich negli- ' ^ 
gcnce, folly, and vice ; you may ftill approach him 
-with perfe<3: confidence in his readinefs to receive, 
love^ and clicrifli you, upon your fincere return to 

In this light our Lord Jefus Chrift ahvays repre- 

fented iis father and our father y his God 4ind our 

•God. This is the mod folid groiuid of confolation 

tominds burdened w-ith a fenfe of guilty and, wliit 

is of great advantage,- it is the nio(lliatural^ the 

inoft ^afy and intelligible of all others.* If "onoe 

•you quit (his firm iiold, yxni involve yourfcK^s in 

a fyflen^, and a labyrinth, in which you cither ai^- 

I'olutely find -no reft, and \\:ander fn uncertainty 

and horror ; or, if j-ou do attain lo any thing 

of aflurance, it is of fuch a kind, and in fuoh a 

manuer^ as •can hardly .fail to feed \l\z\ Jpiritu^al 

pridt 
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l^ife which will lead you to defpife* other*; nay, 
r tibltfs counterafted by other caufes, too often enddr 

("ma fpirit of ccnforioufnefe, hatred, anil perfecu^ 
tioD. 
Keligtoas melancholy, the moft .deplorable of 
all the cafes of melancholy, will never be cfTe^lu- 
ally relieved by any confideration but that of the 
mercy and clemency of the Divine Being. Thii 
uDhap(^ ilate of nfiind arifes from fuperftition. It 
confifts vci an exceflive and Ainreafonable fear of 
God> and is jpecuUarly incident to perfons of the 
greateft tenderne& of confeience. A\\A if we con- 
fider nothing but the hoHnefs of the divine jnature> 
and our pronenefs to vice and folly,, there will be 
no end of this diftreffing fcrupulofky in the bed- 
difpofed minds. But, in our fituation, we muft 
learti to acquiefcc in the fenfe of our uaanxfold im* 
perife6tions, and the unavoidabfe eoniequences of 
ihem; and to take refuge in the.goodnefs and com« 
pailion of God, who conJicUrs our frame ^ and . re^ 
membsrs tbat *u/e are but du/I» This i& the part of 
humility. 

- So long as we are feekJng to juflify oarfelvei-'in. 
the fight of God (unlefs our minds be abfoliitely 
blinded) we fliall not fail to condemn ourfelves^ 
jbr there is not a man upon earth j not even the mojl 
jiuiband righteous man, who doetb good and finneih 
not. Yea, in many things we offend alls fo that, if 
VL^eJbmldfay we have nofin^ .w'ejhould deceive outr 

N Z felvesy^ 



J48 On Habiiual Devotion^ 

JtlviSy ami the ttutb zt^ould ml k in ns :- but it is a» . 

Bevtr-failing foiircc of confolatioh, tliat, if w^ co^ 

fefs omrjim, God is faithful andjuji to forgive us-ouri. 

Jinsy and to cleanfe us from all unrighteoufnefs. ' 

Moreover, let rt be coniider^^ by perfona la- 
bonring under this deplorable calamity, that this 
fear .of difpleafing God, and anxiety about our fa-, 
ture flate, is one of the bqft evidences we can bavo 
that mir hearts arc^ upon the whole^ ^ght tawarJs 
God; that we are i'ceking fird, and beifare all thingi 
elie, the kingdom of God and his righttoufnefs^ and 
that we are not fo much concerned about tht brm 
that peri/hesy as about that which indures io evtrlafi* 
nig life. Our Saviour faid, Bleffied Mr$ they that 
mourn, for they fball be cmnforted\ hteffed m thef 
that hunger and ihirjl after rigbteoufnefiyfor they 

fhqll he filled 'j fe that this excefs of religious fearji 
producing de^ndence and melancholy^ ifl a fiat* 
of greater fafety, though it be ftfa pieafin^ than 
that of religious joy. • . 

This fear of God, when it has once exceeded 
its due bounds, and degenerated into fuperftition^ 
And when it is not cured by a confidence inrthe 
thvine mercy and clemency, by that l^ive which 
taJUtb out fear, is of a moft alarming nature, and 
had often becii prodn^live of the moft fatal e(re6ls. 
What is it that fuperftitious mortals have , fcrupled 
either to do, or. fuffer, in order to recommend 
tbemfelves to God ? Voluntary pains, aiiti penaltie^^ 

of 
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of the moft frightful kinds, have not been fpareJ 
for this purpofe; and men like ourfelves,. yea, //'# 
txcetlent of the earthy ^len of whom the world was 
not worifyy have been perfeouted, and maffacredj 
under the idea of doing God fen/ice. n ' 

I fliaH, alfo, here give an admonition concerning 
another laconvenience which we are apt to be be- 
trayed into,. by imperfeft and unworthy conceptions^ 
of God. It IS that kind of enthufiafm whicli? 
\ arifes from an exeefs of religious joy, as, the fuper- 
ftition I have juft defcribed arifes from an* exeefs o5 
religious fear. It rs welt known, that, in the be- 
ginning of a religious life, perfohs of a warm tem- 
per of mind are apt to bo carried away with ex- 
treme fervour? They are fwdfed with a tumultu- 
ous and" rapturous joy, atlenclvd with great zeal in* 
the difchargc of their dxitv. But all this is of fhort 
continuance, and generally ends in a moft unac- 
*countabIe languor^ and even a totiil indifference 
about religion, which aftonilhes- tliem, and which 
they are apt to confider. as the cbnfcqdence of the 
prefence of God dcferting them ; that peculiar prc- 
fence which they fuppofcd to be the 6auffe of thd 
preceding fvr\'our. Alfo, in- this deadnefs to de- 
votional* fervour, arrd indiHerence about religion^ 
they are apt to imagine their former* experience 
to have been an iHufion^ Alt religion, in that ftatc 
of their minds^ appears like a dteamf^and they 
afterwards^/bften fancy ^thcmfelves to* have been. 

N3. tempted^ 
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tenipied.by the devil, to difbelieve and renounce it 
ell. natural and revealed. 

But the peculiar warmth of thofe emotions is 
owing to the novelty of them, together wilh a kinj 
o( familiarity in our conceptions of God, which 
leads to fuch a pafliohate joy as we naturally in- 
dulge with refpeft to beings Irke ourfelves. But more 
awful, and, on account of the preceding exceffiv^ 

' familiarity, too awful ideas of God vi^ill follow and 
check that forid tranfport. The emotion itfelf^ 
having been above the ufual tenor of the fenfa^p 
tions, will of courfc fubiide;. and the idea of Godj>. 
being as yet fingle, as we may fay,, and not aflb* 
ciatedwith a fufficient variety of other objefts, 
cannot long be retained in the mind,^any more , 
than any other fingle idea unconneflted with otliQrs. 
Confequently^ other objefts, arid, trains of thought, - 
which we have been before accuftomed to, will 
force themfelves upon the mind ; and thefe, not - 

, having had any previous connexions with the ideas 
of God and religion, will exclude them., fo that 
the former religious -ftate of mind will as abfoliltely 
difappear for a time, as if-it had never exifted. 

All this, however, is perfeftly natural, and will 
give no alarm to thofe who have a fufficient know- 
ledge of human nature. In this cafe, a perfon 
who would favour his progrefs in religion fhould 
calmly" acquiefce in the imperfedion of his devo- 
tion* He fliould give lumfelf, in the , interval* of 

*. ' . - it. 
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it, to th^ fteady profecution of bia lawful biifine&^ 

confidering thai as his propef dutj^, ^is/erving many 

kind and ferving God, and therefore by no nieans 

foreign to religion ; depending upon it^ tbat^ if be 

only he careful to keaj> bU conjcience void ofoffenct^ 

his devotional feelings wifl return in due tinie. Let 

iim then endeavour to purify and exalt bis^concepr 

Xm\s of God as much as poffible ; for this will ten4 

both to give him humiliating views of himCelf^ and to 

make his pious emotions more cumpofed, and more 

permanent. ^ And^ by degrees, by frequently enr 

deavouring^to raife hi^ yjews above the world, while 

kt is employed in it^ religion will come to be no 

Jonger the bufinefs of aii hour, or (rf a limited tinie, _ 

whh him, but he will walk with God. all. the^day • 

long^ and proceed in tlie path of his duty with a 

calni .^Qbd equal, a ileady and a perievering progrefs. 

I fhaU -conclude ibis difcourfe with 'obferving^ 
tbat if a perfon ihould never experience any thing 
pf this fervour of devotion, which I have been en- 
deavouring to defcribc -and explain, I fhoiild by no 
means pronounce him the lefs fafe on that account. 
This fervour, of devotion is in a manner incompa-* 
lible with the conditution of fomc penfons' minds; 
and an uniform care to glorify God in all oura&kns^ , 
and to prefsrve a conjc'ieme wid of offmce towards 
God and towards all fnenyV/iihout any thing of that 
ivarmth of zeal and devotion^ which often delights^ 
but alfo oftea miileacts other§ ; this, I iay^ will cer« 
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tUvXy be fufHcient, according to the gracious cok'*' 
i^tution of the gofpel, to entitle a perfon to that 
glorious re^mpenfe of Reward, to that eternal Itftf 
Vhich awaits all thoTe who, by nothing bjit fatienf 
continuance in well-dotng-yjeeiyorgloiyf btmouTy ani 
immoriality. Our -Saviour hhnfelf has affured us, 
that if a man do the unll of God (he makes jio oth^er 
condition, he defcribes no partieular feseling) he 
ftall be to him as a brother ^ ajifterj or a moiber^ . 

We wcH know, my ehriftian brethren, tt/ifta/ ^ 
is that the Lord our God requires of uSy in order !»- 
Kv^ and to die in his favour, naraefy, to do^jujiice^ 
to love merely and to %valk hitmhly wHh our God, To 
thb plain path of diUy, then^ let us adhere, with- 
out being anxious about any thing further. Whe*- 
ther we have thofe fervours of devotion, which forae 
feel, and are apt to be proud of, of nrft, weftall ex- 
perience that great peace of mind^ whieh' ^z// thofe 
have who keep God's lasv y and having lived the lifa 
of the righteous, our latter' end wilhaljb be like bis-} 
the foundation of our joy being the tejHmany of ouf 
* confcienceSy that in fimplidty and godly Jincerity wi 
have had our canverfation in. Aff tuorld. . 

It is trvie, we arc imperfc6l,. finfiul creatures f 
But, notwith landing this, we ha\^ afi- p^ble en-* 
couragement givea us to trud in the abundant 
luercy^ ef our gracious God and fathe;^ in. that 
raercy which is eifential to his nature, as a Being 
vihQ is. Jnfiaitely goodj and who is love itfelfi. dnd 
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ich, if w« could ebtertmn the lead doubt con- 
ning It, he fully declared to all the world, by 
ifes and the prophets, by Jefus Chrift and his^ 

* ■ • 

►ftles ; whom h^ font into the world to preach the 
teful doftrioe of re^entajicc and remrffion of fins ^ 
reby to redeem (i, e, to deliver) us from all iniquity y 
I to reconcile us io Qod. Animated, therefore, by 
glorious promifes of the gofpel, let us, my chrif* 
I brethren, be \ftedfafi, immoveable^ always 
unding in the work ofiba Lord, knowing that our 
mrjhatt not finally be in vain in the Lord^ 



1 I 



/ 



\ 



\ 



SERs 



tS6 ■ - The Duty of 



^ « 



/ 



in^xim^ and ideeiding, with refpeft to thiiS. par- 
ticular cafe, that all cjiriftians ought to a6i 'accord- 
ing to the wiH of Chrift, and cotifult the good arid 
the peace, of their felTow-chriiiians, he declares in 
general, that no man ttveth to bimfclfy and no man 
dietb to bimfelf:, but wbetber we live, we live unt$ 
ib/Lordy or whether zue die j we die unto tbe Lord] 
that is, in all our aftions oui* views fhould Utot be 
direftcd to ourfelves, but to th6 intereft of our holy 
Religion. And" as the chriftian religion has -for its 
pbjeft the happinels of mankind (fince Chri/l came 
to Ihfs us in' turning us awayfroivt our iniquities^, "'^ 
.is the fame thing as^if he had faid, the great fcope of 
all our conduft fliould be the real welfare of all to 
tvhorti our influence can exteiid. • -^ 

We (hould therefore, iny brethren, according 
to this apoflolical maxim, by no means confine ^ur 
regards- to ourfelves, and have our own pleafure, 
jprofit, or advantage in view in every thing we un- 
-dertake; but* look out of^ and beyond ourffelves, 
and take a generous concern in the happinefs of aH 
our brethren of mankind, making their forrows our 
(orrow^s, their joy's our joys, and their happinefs 
burpurfuit: and it is in this difinterefted condufit, 
iand in this only, th^t we fliall find our own true 
happinefs. 

That this is the true rule of human Jife, will 
appear, whether we confider the courfe of nature 
iKrithout us, the iituation of mankind ia this livorld^ 

7 ^r 



\ 



not Living to Ourfelves. 155^ > 



; or take a nearer wii^ of .the principles of human 
nature. And we (hall likewife find that feveral con-- - 
fiderations drawn from the holy fcriptures will further 
conjSrm and illuftrate this maxim of human condu6t 
which wa^s firft fuggefted by them. 

I. This difinterefted conduft of man is mod 
agreeable to the courle of nature without us. Tljprc 
is no part of the creation^ which will not, if it be 
viewed attentively, gxpofe the felfiflinefs and narrow- 
mindednefs of men. For, sgmong all that infinite 
variety of things and creatures which prcfent them- 
felves to our view, not one of them appears to have 
been made merely for itfclf, but every thing bears 
a rejafion to fomething elfe. They can hardly be 
faid to -afford any matter for contempla,tioii finglyi 
and are moft of all the objefts of our admiration 
when confidered as conncftcd with other things. 
The primary ufes of things are few, but the fecon- 
dar}' ufes of every thing are almoft infinite. Indeed^ 
the fecondary ufes of things are fo many, that we 
are loft in the multiplicity. of them; whereas wcr 
can give no anfwer, if we be afked what is the prir- 
mary ufe of any .thing, but this general one, whicU 
will equally fuit every thing, that every creature 
which is capable of happineTs was made to enjoy, that 
fliUre of it which is fuitcd to its nature. 

Now, what-^do we mean, when we fay that the 

feveral parts of nature are adapted to one another, 

but that they are made for the ufe of one another ? I 

fhall mention only a few of thefe mutual relations 

1' O ' and 
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iud ufes, bcgiiming with thofe parts of nature ' 
which are the moft remote from one another, and 
whofe mutual relations and ufes are the leaft ob- 
vious, and proceeding to thofe in which they are' 
more obvious. The fun, the moon, the planets, 
and comets, are ftriftly connefted, and combined 
into one fyftem. Each body, though fo exceed- 
ingly remote from the reft, is admirably adapted, 
by its fituation, magnitude, and velocity in its 
orbit, to the ftate of the whole, in thofe refpefts 
atid many others. This connexion, probably, alfo 
extends to the remoteft bodies in the univerfe : fo J 
that It is impoflible to fay, that the withdrawing of 
any one would not, ia fome refpeft or other^ affe6l 
all the reft. 

The clouds and the rain are defigned . to moiften 
the earth, and the fun to warm it; and the texture 
and juices of the earth are formed fo as to receive 
the genial influences of both, in order to ripen and 
bring to perfeftion that infinite variety of plants and 
-fruits, the feeds of which are depofited in it. Again, 
is not eacli plant peculiarly adapted to its proper 
foil and cU^p^te, fo that every country is furniftied 
. with thofe produ6lions which are peculiarly fuited 
Xo it ? Are not all plants likewife fuited to the vari^i. 
ous kinds of animals which feed upon them ; fo - 
tliat, though they enjoy a kind of life peculiar to 
themfelves, aiid all the influences ^they are expofed " 
to be adapted to promote that Hfe, they themfelves 

are 
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are as much adapted to maintain that higher kind 
of life which is enjoyed by creatures of the animal 
nature? 

The various kinds of animals are again, in a 
thoufand ways, adapted to) and formed for, the utb 
of one another. Beafis of a fiercer nature prey 
upon the tamer cattle: fiflies of a larger fize live 
almoft wholly upon tliofe of a lefs : and there are 
fonie birds which prey upon land-animals, others 
upon fiflies, and others upon creatures of their own 
fpecies. 

That brute animals are excellently adapted to 
the ufe of man, and were, therefore, made to be 
tubfervient to the ufe of man, man wilt not deny. 
The ftrength of fome, and the fagacity of others, 
are as much at our cqmmand, and are as effeAu- 
ally emplojred for our ufe, as if they belonged ta 
ourfelve?. We can even turn to our advantage 
every paffion of their nature; fo that we can fafely 
rcpofe the greateft eoniidence in many of thenu 
They are the guardians of our pofl'effions and of our 
lives. They even enter into our rcfentments, and, 
at our inllig&tion, take part in our revenge. 

Having now advanced to man, the chief of thi* 
lower creation, and fliown that all creatures of the 

■ 

vegetable, and merely animal, nature live and die 
for his ufe ; piide might bid us here break oflf the 
chain of mutual relations and ufes,- which we have 
been purfuing thus far, and leave man in the en- 

O 2i joyment 
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ioytnent of his fuperiority : . but^ befide that it is 
contrary, to the analogy of nature^ in which we fee 
Jdothing but what has innumerable fecondary rela- 
tions and ufes^ that man only (hould be made for 
himfelf ; 

a. The fituation of man in this wopld, or the 
extefnal circumftances of human nature, ftill oblige 
us to aflert, with Paul, that no man livety to himfelfy 
end no man dietb to bimfelf. Man himfelf is but a 
4ink, though the higheft link,, of this greatt chain, \ 
all the parts of which are clofcly corineSed by the 
hand of our divine author. Nay, the more various 
and extenfive are our powers, either for a^ion or 
-enjoyment, on that very account the mbre multi- 
plied and extenfive are our wants : fo that, at the 
fame time that they are marks of our fuperiority to, 
■they are bonds of our connexion * with, ^nd figns 
of our dependence upon, the various parts of the 
ivorld around us^ and of our jubfervience to one 

another. 

' In faft, every time that we gratify any of our 
^enfes, ,though it be in. confcqueuce of the exertion 
of our own powers, we are reminded (if we will he 
fo JLift to' ourfelves as to take. the hint) of our de- 
Jjeiidcnce' upon fomethirig without us. For the 
nicans ofour gratifications are, in all cafes, evi- 
dently without ourfelves. 

' >If we be fervcd by the vegetables and the animals 

-which this earth affords, we arc obliged,- in our 

• .' . turn. 
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turn, to favour their propagation, to promote their 
cuIti\^tion, aud to preferxe them in a Iiealthy and 
vigorous (late : and employment of this kind doth^ 
in fa<3:, take up a great part of our attention and 
jabour. We mud make ihe creature in fome mea- 
fare happy, if we would be efleclually ferved by it. 
And the attention which domedic animals give to 
us, and their anxiety for us, is not to be compared 
to the attention we beftow on them, and the anidety 
we undergo on-tlieir account. 

But my fubje^t leads me to attend to the con- 
nexion which man has with man, rather than with 
the inferior part of the creation ; though it feemed 
not improper to point out that. In general, nothing 
can be more obvious than the mutual dependence 
of men on one another. We fee it in the raoft 
barbarous countries, where the connexions of man- 
kind are the feweft aiid the flighted. This depend- 
ence is more fenfible, indeed^ in a date of infancy, 
when the lead remiflion of the care of others would 
be fjfital to us ; but it is as real and neceflary, and 
even vadly more extenfive, though lefs driking, 
when we are more advanced in life, cfpecially in 
civilized countries. 'And the more perfeft is the 
ftate of civil fociety, the more various and ex- 
tended are the connexions which man has with 
ni^ n,' and the lefs able is he to fubfid comfortably 
widiout the help of others* 

The bufinefs of human life, where it is enjoyed 

O5 in 
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in perfeftion, is fubdivided into fo many parts 
(each of which is executed by different hands) that 
a perfon who would reap the benefit of all the arts 
. of life in perfeftion niuft employ, and confequently 
be dependent upon, thoufands : he niuft even be 
irndef obligaiions to numbers of whom he has not 
'thfe' leaft knowledge. 

- -Thtfe connexions of man with man are every 
'Jay growing more extenfive. The .mod diftalit 
parts of the earth are now connefted : every part is 
every day growing ftill more neceflary to ^very 
other part. And the nearer advances we make to 
* general happrnefs, and the more couunodious our 
xircuhxftances iri this world are made for us, the 
more intimately and extenfively we become con- 
hefted with, and the more clofely we are dependent 
upon, one another. ' ^ 

■ * "By thus tracing the progrefs of man to that ftate 
,qf.happineXs which he now enjoys, we may be led 
^o think, that, in purfuing it ftill farther to a more 
. iiappy ftate of being, adapted to bur focial naturesr, 
We fiiall find Qurfelves ftill more varioufly and in- 
tiniately connefted with, and more clofely depend- 
ent upon, one another 5 which affords a far nobler 
and more pleafing profpeft to a perfon of an en- 
l^tcged mind, and of a focial and benevolent difpofi- 
lion, than he could have from fuppofing, that a^ier 
^eatb all our mutual connexions will be broken^ 
ajftd that * every good man wiH be naadc traafcend- 

cntly 
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ently happy within himfclf, having no intercourfe, 
or, however, no neceflary intercourfe, with any being 
befide his maker. * 

By thefe arguments, which are drawn from fafts 
that are obvio^is. to every perfon who attends to the 
external circumflances of mankind, it is plain tJiat 
no man can live, of himfelf : and even that the (rich 
are, in faft,. more dependent upon others tharr the 

- poor 'y for, having more wants, they have occafion 
for more,, and more frequent fupplies. Now, it 
will eafily be allowed, that ev^ry reafon why we 
cannot live of ourfelved is an argument why w'e 
oughtnot'to live /a ourfelyes : for certainly no per- 

' fon receives an obligation, but he ought to confer ' 
one. Every connexion muft, in fpme meafpre, be 
mutual. And, indeed, the - qrculatio^ of gocjd 
offices would in a great mea^fure ceafe, if the paffage 
were not as open, and as free fr9m ol^ruftioij, in 
one part of the common chjannel a? another. The 
rich, if they would receive the greateft advantj^ges 
from fociety, moft contribute to the happinefs of it.. 
If they SlQl upon different maxims, ^nd think ^^o 
avail themfelves of the pleafures of.focicty without 
promoting the good of it, they will never know the 
4rue pleafures of fociety. And, in the end, they 
/will.*be fomid to have enjoyed the le^ft themfelvef^ 

..naho hav,e leaft contributed to the enjoyment of 

<yllier8. 
l^pB^U-apfwars £romit^.Yiew.of the e:(tein«l ^k- 
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circumftances of mankind, that man was not made 
. to live to hinifelf. The fame truth may be ia- . 
ferred, 

3. From a nearer infpeftion of the principles of 
human irature, and the fprings" of human a£tions. 

If any man look into himfelf, and confider the 
fprings and motives of his own actions, he wlU find ' 
that there are principles in his nature which vvould 
be of no ufe, were the intercourfe he has with his . 
fellow-creatures cut off; for that both the efficient 
and final caufes of their operations are without him- 
felf. They are views of mankind, and their fitua*. 
• tions, which call thofe principles into a£tion. And 
if we trace the operation of them, we fhall clearly x 
fee that, though they be ftriftly connefled with 
{(rivate happinefs, their ultimate and proper dbjeft 
i^ the happinefs of fociety. 

What other account can we give of that impulfe, 
which we all, more or lefs, feel for fociety ? And 
whence is that refilefs and painful diiratisfa6tioa 
which a man feels when he is long excluded from 
it^ but that, in fuch a folitary condition, his facul- 
ties have not their proper exercife, and he is, , as it 
wrere. Out of his proper element ? 

Whence is that -quick fenfibiUty which we are 
confcious of with rcfpeft to both the joys and the 
forrows of our fellow-creatures, if their happinefe 
or npiifery were a matter of indifference to us ? Can 
we feel whatb fometimes called the contagion of 

thr 
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Ae paffions, when we find that our minds contraft 
a kind of gloom and h^avinefs in the company of 
the melancholy^ and that this melancholy vaniflics 
in company- which is inilocently cheerful, and quef- 
tion the influence of focial connexions ? ]Much lefs 
can the reality or the power of the focial principle be 
doubted, when, afellow-creature in diftrefs calls forth 
the moft exquifite feelings of compaflion, attendjed 
with inliant.and ftrong efforts towards his relief. 

So elTential .a part of our nature are thefe focial 
paffions, that it-is impoflible for any man wholly to 
efcap^ the influence of them ; but if we wguld be 
witneiTes pf their fii-ongefl e{re£ts, and fee them 
Jbfjmcb^d . oyt into , that i>eautiful fubordination 
.which cor^efponds to all the varieties of ovrr mutual 
relations, we mud look into domeftic life.' There 
we ihall clearly fee, that the moft frequent and al- 
meft the only c^ufe of a man's joys and forrows are 
the joys.^nd forrows of others, and that the imme- 
diate aim of all his a6tions is the wellf being and 
happinefs of others. 

Doth not the.fenfe of honour in the human breaft 
derive all its force from the influence whicb focial 
connexions have over us ? Of what ufe could it be 
but to beings fomied for focicty ? What do we in- 
fer from our dread of infamy, and from our being 
fo ftrongly a6luated byxa. paffion.for fame, and alfo 
from the univerfality and extent of this principle, 
but that our nature obliges us to keep up a "regard 

to 
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to others in our whole conduft. and that the author 
of nature intended we (hould ? And is it not a fur- - 
ther evidence, of the ultimate defign of thi» princi- 
ple, that, in general, the means V)f being diftin- 
guiflied, at leail of gaining a folid and lading re- 
putation, among men, is to be ufeful to mankind ; 
-public utility being the moil direfl: road to true 
:fame? ^ 

Every noble and exalted faculty of our nature is 

rither direftly of a focial nature, or tends to 

■ftrengthen the focial principle. -Nothing can be 

more evident than that the diftates of confcieace 

ftrongly enforce the pra6kice of benevoldiice : and 

the pleafures of benevolence certainly conftitute 4hie 

.greateft part of thofe pleafures which we refer to 

Lthe moral fenfe. They muft neceffarily do fo, 

•while the foundation of all virtue and right conduft 

is the happinefs of fociety : for then every refle£ifon 

that we have done our duty muft be the fame thing 

as a reflexion that we have contributed what was 

in our power to the good of our fellow-creatures. 

Laftly, of what doth devotion itfelf confift, bxit 
the excrcife of the focial affeftions ? What are the 
difpofitions of our minds which are called forth 
into aftion in private or public prayer, but reve- 
rence for true greatnefs, humility, gratitude, love, 
and confidence in God, as the greateft and beft of 
Beings; qualities of the nioft admirable ufe and 
efl'e£t in focial life ? 

I may 



^ 



not Living to Our/elves. 167 

J may add, that not only are the higheft and the 
worthieft principles of human conduft either truly 
focialj or a reinforcement of the focial principle, 
but eVen the lowed appetites and paflions of our na- 
ture are far from being indifferent to focial con- 
nexions, confideratio'ns, and influences. That 
the pleafures we receive from the fine arts, as thofe 
of mufic, poetry; and painting, and the like, are 
enjoyed but very imperfectly except in company^ 
is very evident to all perfons who have, the lead 
tafte for thofe pleafures. I may even venture to 
^ fay, that there is hardly a^ voluptuary, the moft de- 
voted to the pleafures of the table, but indulges 
hinaiferf with more fatisfa6lion in company than 
alone. 

Having given this general view of the focial turn 
of our whole natures, whereby we are continually 
led out of ourfelves in our purfuit of happinefs 5 I 
fhall now , confider further, how all our appetites 
and paflions, which are the fprings of all our ac- 
tions, do, in .their own nature, tend to lead us out 
of ourfelves, and how much our happinefs depends 
upon our keeping their proper objefts in view, and 

I upon our niinds being thereby conftantly engaged 
upon fomething foreign to themfelvcs; after which 
I fhall (how what are the fitted objefts thus to en- 
1. gage our attention. 

1 In order to preferve mutual connexion, depend- 
ence, and harmony among all his works, it has 

pleafed 



I 



r68 The Duty 6/ 

pleafcd our divine airthor to appoint, that all ' our 
appetites and defires, to whatever fenfe, external or 
internal, ' they be referred, fl)ould " point to fome^ 
thing beyond ourfelves for their gratification i fo 
that the idea off elf is not in the lead neceffary to a 
Hate of the higheft enjoyment. 

When may men be faid to be happy, but when 
their faculties are properly exercifed-in the purfuit of'-' 
thofe things which give them pleafure ? I fay the 
purfuit rather than the enjoyment, not becaufe en- i 
joyment makes no part of our happinefs, but be-^ 
caufe the vigoroiis and agreeable ferifations with 
which our minds are imprefled dtiring the purfuit i 
of a favourite objeft are generally, at leaft in thii j 
life, of vaftly more confideration. The pleafure \ 
we receive the inftant we arrive at the height of our \ 
wifhes may be more exquifite, but the others are of 
much longer contii^uance ;• and, immediately upon' 
th« gratificaticm of any of our defires, the mind is 
inftantly reaching after fome new obje£l. " 

Suppofing now the mind of any pedbn to be fully 
and conftantly engaged in the purfuit of a proper' 
objeft, to the poffeffion of which he is fenfible' he 
every day n^akes near approaches, and his defires be : 
not fo eager as to make him'uneafy during the pur- 
fuit, what more rs requifite to make him as happy as 
his, nature can bear ? He will not be the lefs happy 
becaufe the objefit he is in purfuit of is foreign to 
himfelf J nor would it make him any Tiappier td 
■ ' S hav9 
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have the idea of its c6htribiiting to liis bappiucfs. 
Nay, it may be fliowii, that it would be better for us, 
in general, with refpeft to real enjoyment, never to 
haw the idea^of the relation which the objefts of 
our purfuit bear to oiirfclves : and this is moft of alt 
evident with refpeA to the higher plcafurcs of our ' 
nature^ frotn which we derive our grcateft happi- 
nefg. 

Gur benevolence, for inftance, leads us immedi- 
ately to relieve and oblige others. Pleafure, indeed, 
always attends generous a<Sions, and is cpnfcquent 
upon thctti ; but the fatisfaclion we receive in our 
minds from having done kind offices to others is far 
lefs pure, and Icfs pcrfc6l'iy enjoyed, if at all, when 
we* had this^ or any other prlval-e gratification in 
view before the a,.4ion. 

In like manner, he who courts applaofc, and 
does worthy adlions Iblely with a view to obtain it, 
tan ha\«e no knowledge of the genuine pjcafure 
trifing either from the good aftion itfelf, or the ap- 
pJaufe that is gi\*en to it; bccaufe he is fcnfible, in 
\\\% own mind, that if thofe perfons who praife his . 
condu£): were acquainted with the real motive of it, 
and knew that he meant nothing more, by his pre- 
tended afts pf piety and benevolence, than to gain 
their applaufe, they would be fo fur from admiring 
aftid connnending, that they would defpifc him for 
it. 

It -is evident, for the fame reafon, that no pcrlon 

P can 
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<can €njoy the applaufe of his own mind, oft flic ac- 
-count (if iiay aftion which he did with a view to 
^ain it. The pleafures of a good confcience, or, 
as they are fometinies called, thofe of the moral 
fenfe, cannot be enjoyed but by. a f)erfou who ftea- 
dily obeys the di6iates of his confcience, and uni- 
formly acts the' part which he thinks to be right, 
without any view to the pleafure and felf-fatisfailion 
which may arife from it. 

llie idea oi fclf^ ag it is not adapted to gratify 
any of our appetites, and can contribute nolhing 
towards their gratification, can only occafion anxiety, 
fear, and diftruft about our happinefs, when it is 
frequently the fubjcA of our thoughts. The appre- 
henfion and dread of mifery (which is certainly the 
occafion of mod of the real trouble and mifery of 
men in this life) is beyond meafurejncrciired from 
this fource : and the effcas of it are moft fenfibly 
felt both in the lefs and greater fccnes of our lives. 

It is chiefly an anxious folicitude about ourfelves, 
and the appearance we fliall make, in the eyes of 
others, which is the caufe of that aflfeAation and 
conftraint in bcha^rioivr which is fo troublefome to 
^ perfon's felf, and fo ridiculous in the eyes of 
others. This trifling remark, being fo frequently 
verified, may fcrve to (how that thefe fentimcnts 
are by no means merely fpeculative ^ but that they 
. enter into the daily fccnes of a6iive life. Indeed 
they are in the higlfeft fenfe praftical, aiKl upoA 

them 
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^aeni depend ihofe maxims of condiiifl whi^h ton- 
I tain the-grcat fccrct oF human happincfs, and which 
arc coniirmcd by evcrV day's experience^ 

That the idea of /£•//' frequently occurring to our 

. minds in our purfuit of hnppinefs is often a real and 

great obftniftion to it, will be more obvious from 

a fliort feries of plain fafts and examples, which 1 

fliall therefore mention. 

Why are brute creatures, in general, fo con- 
tented and happy in their low fpherc of life, and 
much more fo th^n the mind of man could be iu 
their fituation? Is it hot bccaufe their views are 
perpetually fixed upon fome objecl within their, 
reach, adapted to their defires ; and that (he abfiract' 
idea oi felj\ together with the notion of tlieir being- 
in thfe purfuit of happinefs, and liable to be dlfup- 
potnted in that purfuit, never comes in their way, ' 
to Interrupt the uniform and pleafurablc exertion of 
their faculties in the purfuit of their proper objcfts ? 

The days of our infancy are happy for the fame 
reafon, notwithftanding the imperfcSion of our 
faculties, and the greater proportion of pains and 
diforders we are then liable to. Thofe years of our*' 
lives Aide away in unmixed enjoyment 3 except 
when they are interrupted by the aftual' fenfations ' 
of pain : for we are then incapable of fuffering any . 
ihing from the^^^r of evil. It is nof till after a 
confiderablef time that we get the abfti^aft idea of 
felf'j an idea, which the brutes, probably, never 

P % arrivt: 
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arrive if, and which is of excellent ufe to iij?, as 
vlll be (hown in its proper pbce, in our purfuit of 
happinefs^ but is often abufed to the great ittcreafC' 
of our mifery, as will appear by the fafts we are 
now coiifulering. 

Why are perfons whofe fituation in life obliges • 
them to conllaxit labour, either of body or mind, 
generally more happy thaa thofe whofe circum-^ 
iUnces do not lay them under a neeeffity to labour, 
and whofe own inclipation decs not lead them' to it; 
but becaufe the former have their thoughts conftantly .. 
employed in the purfuit of fome end, which keeps 
their faculties awake, and tiHy exerted ? And tbrs 
i» always attended with a (tatc of vigprous, and 
coufequcntly pleafurable fenfalions. Perfons thus 
employed have -not much fcifure to attend to the 
idea <)f ftlf^ and that anxiety which always, at^ ■ 
lends the frequent recurring of it ; whereas a per- 
fon who has no objeft foreign to himfejf, which 
conftantly and neceffarily engages his attention, 
cannot have his faculties fully exerted ; and there- 
fore his mind cannot poflibly be in 'that (late of 
vigorous fenfation in which happincfs confifts. ' ' 

7'he mind of fuch a pcrfon, having nothing 
without him fufficient to engage its attcnlion, turns 
upon itfc.f. He feels 1 e is not happy, but he fec$ 
not the rcafon of it. This again excites his won- 
der, vexation, and pci-plexity. He tries new ex- 
pedients; b\it,cs thefe are only temporary^ and 
oj^, generally 
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generally whimfical choices^ none of them have 
fufiictent power to fix and confine his attention. 
He is (till perpetually thinking about himfelf^ and 
wondering and uncafy that he is not happy. This 
anxious perplexed ilate of mind, afie^ling the 
nervous fyftem, neceflarily occafions a more irri- 
table ftatc. ^ the nerves, and of the brain, which 
makes the unhappy perfon fubje£t to more frequent 
alarms, to greater anxiety and didrefs than before ; 
til), thele mental and bodily diforders mutually iur 
creafing one another, his condition is at length tlie 
ttoft wretched and diHreffii^ that can he concdved* 
No bodily pain, no rack> no torture, can: equal 
the mifery' and difirefs of 9 human being whofe 
mind is thu»a prey to itfelf. No wonder; that, iik 
ttds^ fituation, many perfofts- wiih; the utter extinc^ 
lioaof theic beings and often^put a. period to theis 
hits. 

Thit is certamly the moft deptomble fituatioa. to 
which a human being can be reduced in this worlds 
^md if doubly the obje<^ of our companion, whftn the 
diforder baa its feat originally in the 1)ody,. ia fuch 
a manner, as- that no 'end-javours to engage a^pian'^ 
tbiHights upon oib«r objeds oask force, his attoatiox^ 
from himfelfi. . . 

It is no wonder that we fee. more of this kind ol 
iiniiappinefs in the higher- ranks of life, and amon^ . 
pifKfiiPl^ba aniia whatis caticd ea^ cirmi/^nc^s^ 
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thaa in any other. Indeed, the cafe is hardly pbf- 
fible in any other than in cafy circupiftances : for, 
did a man's circuraftances reallv find conftant em- 
ploymcnt for his thoughts; were his bufincft fo 
urgent as . to leave him no leifure for fufpenfe and 
-uncertainty what to do; it is. plain, from the preceJ* 
ing principles, tliat fuch anxiety and didrefs couU 
not take place. It is well . known that the' mind 
fuffers more in a flatc of uncertainty and fufpcnfej 
for want of fome motive tadelennine a man's choicii 
than he can fuftcr in the vigorous proiecution of 
the moil arduous undertaking. 1 appeal to men ef 
leifure, and particularly to perfons who arc. naUfr 
rally of an a^ive and enterpriimg difpofitibn, £or I !i 
the trivth of this faft* - |c 

- Thefe principles likewifc, as is evident without |ti 
enter iKg into a detail of particulars, fumiih us with 
a good reafon why we generally fee. fathers an4 
mothers of large famihes mfinkely more eaf}V 
cheerful, and happy, than thofe perfons who htM 
no family*conncxions. The greater affluence^ eafie^ 
and variety of pltafures which tiicfe can conmiand 
(fubjcol to the inconvenit::nccts I have mentionedi 
aad.\Uuch are commonly vifibic enough in theix^afe 
I refer to) arc a poor equivalent for the neceflucy, 
conftant, and vigorous exertion of their faoiJties, 
jUid confequently the ftrong 'fenfiitions, and lively 
enjoyments, whicha ^tariety.-df fanuJ.y>x:arQ|||^il^ 
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jiigal aikt pareatal tendernefs, fupply Sjr ' tkc' 
others. 

This would be the cafe univerfally, where large 
families could fubfift, if the parents had (ufficient 
employment, and if an early-acquired tafte for 
iiiperfluities had not taken too deep root in their 
Siinds. 

• Happy h it for the world, a?nd' a great mark of 
the wifdom and goodnefs of divine providence, 
Uiat men's minds^ are fo condituted, that, though- 
they be in eafy circu^nftaiices, they are never- corn* 
plelely~fatisfied. The paffions of moft men are ftilt 
engaging them in a variety of- purfuits^ in which 
they are- as cstgevy and which they profecute with as 
much alacrity and eamednefs, as if neceflity com- 
pelled them to it. Othcrwife, every perfoa who- 
could live eafy would be inevitably mtfcrablc 
; Itifinitely happier would it be for tlienifelvesy and 
for the ^ world, if ali tlieir purfuits were (uch a& 
would give them fatisfa^tioii' upon the refleAnn as 
well as in the purfuit, and be of real advantage ta 
the reft of mankind'; which two eircumftances 
never fail to coincide. However^ witti regard to 
a pcrfon's felf in tfeis life, any en* is^^ un^akably 
better than no end at all ; and fuch is the wife £4)- 
pointment of providence^ tliat bad ends tend, in. a 
variety of ways, to check and defeat themfeW», 
imdil^' throw the minds of men into- better, nobler^ 
ftnd more- fatisfa£iory puduits>9 a confidetation, 

which 
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which cannot fail to fuggeft, to a benevolent and 
pious mind, a profpe<St of a future happy and gIori<« 
ous ftate of things. 

It may be faid^ that if happinefs confift in> or 
' depend upon^ the exertion of our faculties upon fome 
obje£b foreign to ourfelves, it is a matter of indif-^ 
ference what the obje6t be. I anfwer, that during 
the purfuit it is nearly fo ; and univerfal experience^ 
I imagine, will juftify' the obfervation. This is 
the reafon why we fee men equally eager^ and 
equally happy, in the purfuit of a variety of Uiinga 
which appear trifling to one another. Thus the. 
floiift, the medalift^ the critic, the imtiquary^ and 
every adept in the minuter branches of fcience^ alt 
enjoy equal happinefs in the purfuit of their fpveral 
obje£b ; and as much as the hiftorian, the aftro* 
nomer, the moralift, or the divine, who refers his 
nobler ftudies to no higher end, and to whom .they 
only ferve as an exercife of hU faculties^ 
' But though an eager purfuit tends to keep the 
mind in a (late of vigorous and lively fenfation,^ 
^t purfuit only caft give us the maximumy the 
higbeft poffible degree, of happinefs, which has the 
fcUowing charafters. It mud be attendgd with the 
piobability of fuccefs, confequently it muft h% 
genetafiy fuccefsful; and it muft alio termioate ii^ 
{bch gratifications as are leaft inconfiftent with, n 
tbcmielv^) or with thq other gratifications of which 
gU9 Batm. makes us icapabl^. ^d it may be. de-- 

monftrated 
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mouftratcd (though I fliall not undertake to do it 
particularly in this place) that no puriuits anfwer to 
this dcfcription but thofe in which the love of man- 
kind, the love of God, or the dictates of confcicnce, 
engage us. 

For, in all other puriuits^ fuch as thofe of fenfual 
plcafure, the pleafures of imagination^ and ambi- 
tion, we are liable to frequent difepppintnient? ; 
the gratifications in which they terminate are in- 
confiftentwith thcmfelvcs, and with each other; 
and they almoft entirely deaden and difqualify the 
mind for the nobler pleafures of our nature Jt is 
\he love of God, the Icrve of mankind, and a fenfc 
of duty, which engage the minds of men in the 
nobleft of all purfuits. By thefe we are carried on 
with increafing alacrity and fatisfaftion. Even tbe 
pains and diftreflcs in which we involve ourfelves-by 
thefe courfcs arc preferable to the pleafures attend* 
ing the gratification of our lower appetites. 
" Bcfide?, thefe noble purfuits, generally at leaft, 
allow us even more of the lower gratifications of • 
our nature than can be obtained by a direft purfuit 
of them, For a little c^cpcrience will inform us, 
tliat we receive the moft plcafure from thefe lower 
appetites of our nature, as w ell as from the higheft 
fourccs of plcafure which we are capable of, when 
we h^ve their gratification leali of all in view. There • 
can be no doubt, for inftance, btitlhat the labourcT, 
\> ho cats and drirks merely to fatisfy the calls of 

• hunger*" 
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pinefs muft ncceffarily govern our conduft wiifi 
refpeft to all thofe virtues which are termed prh^'ate 
'Virtues, as tciuperancc, chafiity, and every branch 
of felf-government : but it always does hami as a 
motive to the fociafvirhics. When, therefore, felf- 
govemment, which is our firft ftep towards bappi- 
jiefs, is eftabliflied, we ought to endeavour to excite 
men to action by higher and nobler motives. For, 
with regard to all thofe virtues, the ultimate objcft 
of which is not private happinefs, an attention to 
felf-intcreft is of manifeft^ prejudice to us ; and this 
through tbe whole courfe of our lives, impcrfefl ad 
we are, and as much occafion as wc have for every 
«{fe£lual motive to virtuc- 

We arc «ow come, in the laft place, to fee what 
tonfiderations drawn from the holy fcriptiu-es will 
ftirthcr confirm and illaftratc this maxim of human 
condudt which was firft fuggeftcd by them. 

That the fcriptures join the voice of alt nature 
around us, informing man that he is hot made fiir* 
himfelf ; that they inculcate the fame leflbn which 
we learn both from a view of the external circum- 
ftances of mankind, and alfo from a nearer infpcc- 
tion of the principles of iiuman nature, will be evi- 
dent, whether we confider the objedl of the religion^ 
they exhibit (that is, the temper to which we are 
intended to be formed by it), or the motives by 
"which it is enforced, and recommended to us ia 
them* 

That 
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-That the end and ddign of our holy religiorf, ■ 

chriftians, was to form us to the moft difinterefted' 

benevolence, cannot be doubted by any perfon who 

^ ctmfults the holy fcripturesy and efpecially the books* 

of the New Teftameht. • m- 

There we plainly fee the principle of benevois 

lence reprefented^ when it is in its due ftrengthpt 

' and degree, as equal in point of intenfenefg to ttiaj^ ' 

of felf-love. Tboujhalt love thy neighbour as tbyfelf^ 

The plain confequcnce of this is, that if ail our bre^ 

thren of mankind with whom we .are qonnoEl^r 

have an equal claim upon ub (fince ourcocntexiofll) 

I are daily, growing' more extenfive, and wedjurfdteal^ 
are confequeiatly growing, daily of lef^ relative inurf 
portance'in our own eyes), the principle of ben^S 
volence muft in the end abiolutely fwaliow up tbieft 
of felf-love. . • ■ *'v\^ 

. The moft -exjlltcd devotion, as even fuperibf^ 
both to felf-love and benevolence, is alway* f^^Jty 
I where recommended to us j and the fentimenttf'cjfj 
I devotion have been fhown greatly to aid, and, in} 
I faft, to be the fame with, thofo of benevolerfce : aud'> 
thev muft be fo, unlefs it can be fhown that we have'i 
fome fenfes, powxrs, or faculties which relpeft'the^ 
Deity only. ■ . ' ■' :\ 

In order to determine men.to engage ii|.a couffeja 
of difinterefted and generous aftions, every motivo 
which is palcvriated to work upon human natus^eis 
employed/ And as mankind. in. general arq 4€'eply • 

Q inimerfed 
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iinmerfed in vice and folly> fheir hopes, but vMc^ . 
efpecially their fearg, are a&ed upon in the firongeft 
ntaaner by the profpeft of rewards and punifti- 
snents. Even temporal rewards and punifhmenti'' 
were propofed to mankind in the earlier and mdef 
jges of the world. .But, as *our notions of hippi* 
ntfr grow more enlarged, infinitely greater but im 
definite objeAs of hope and fear are fet before or. 
SHnething unknown, but fomething unfpeakably 
dreadful, in a future world, is perpetually held up to 
VBf a c guard agai&ft the allurements to vice and 
oeefs which the world abounds with. And ffiU 
Ibidier to counteraft their baleful influences, the 
batvenljr world (the habitation of good men afler 
detftb) ia reprefented to us as .a place in which wt 
ftall be <;ompletely happy, enjoyiogfomethii^ which 
is defcribed as more than eye hath feen, ear heardi 
Of €baji the heart of man can conceive. 

Ucfe motives are certainly addrefTed to the 
])rinciple of felf-intereft, urging us, out of a re- 
g^ to oarfelves and our general happinefr, H 
€^/$ to do €vUj and learn to do wtU. And, indeedi 
nt odotives of a more generous naturey and drawn 
from nx)Te difiant confiderations, can be fuppbfed 
fufficient to influence the bulk of mankind, and 
hthtg ibsm from the power of fifty and Satan, unto 
God. 

But "«?hen, by the influence of thcfe motives^ it 
may be fuppofed that mankind are in Tome meafure 

recovered 
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mOTticd from the grofier polltitions of the worlds 
w4 tbe prineq^ ef feUviSstereft bias bc^n played^ 
as it were, againfl itfelf^. aad been a'meahs of cri^ 
'|pg*«g yi in isi courfe «iid bjibil of a£tipilft which are ' 
seeeflarily oonnt^ed with, and produ^livc oF^ more 
'jgEBtfOus end noble princtpies, then thcfe nobier 
inncipies ^re tbofe which the facred writord'cltieiiy ^ 
jpcttlcatei 

. Nothing is ondrc frequent with the facred writer^^ 

Am to ejc4M;>it men to the pm£lice of their duty as 

Ae ooounand of God, from a principle of love to 

Qoi^ of lov« to Chrift, and of love io mahkind, 

iDBie J6%eeifiHy of our fettovv-chriCHans'j a)id iVoih 

a ragard to the intereft of oiur holy ralij^on % mo* 

tbcs which do «ot at all turn the attention of ioar 

.siiads npon themielves. This is liot bontmiii^ 

the aid of felf-love to (Irengthen the pnnciple* ^f 

benevolence and piety; but it is properly derivi^ 

additional ftrength to thefe noble difpofitions, its it 

ware, from within themfelves, independent of foret^ 

vonGderations. 

Wc may fafely fay, that no degree or kind if 
felf-l#ve is made ufe of in the fcriptures, but what 
18 neceflary to raife us above thait principle. And 
fome of the more refined kittds of felf-love, how 
/amUiar foever they may be in fome fj^ftcms of 
morals, never come in fight there, Wc are never 
exhorted in the fcriptures to do benevolent actions 
for the fake of the reflex pleafures of benevolence, 

Ql % or 
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,or picu9 anions with a vicw4o^th<e pIeafiUtSl^fS9m^ 
/tion. This refined kind of felf-love ^is no whete f 

be found in the fcripUircs* i « 

: . Even the pkafures of a good conTcience, tbougi 

they be of a more general nature^ and there b 

-lefs refinement in them than in fome other pleafiuf 

^i^liich are conneded with the idea oi fg^y.^ 

though they be reprefented in the fcriptuies asili 

confequence of good ^fiions^ and a fourcelof joy 

.as a tefiimony of a ip^^Dn's being in the favour « 

God, and in the way to happinefs, are perbaf 

^Qiev^ dire^Iy propofed to us as the reward qf ilSl 

,jtne. This motive to virtue makes a greyer Jigai 

in the fyftem of the later floica (thofe heaths 

pbilofophers who, in confequence of entertaiziixi 

the mod extravagant idea of their own merit, real! 

idolized their own natures to a degree abfolutd 

blafphemous) than in the fcriptures. And if « 

:confider the nature of this principle, we fliall foo 

be fenfible, that if it be ineidcatcd as a motive) 

virtue, and particularly the virtues of afublimer kin( 

it (hould be with great caution, and in fuch a manni 

, as fliall have the leaft tendency to encourage fd 

applaufc. For, does not felf-rapplaufe border vei 

, yearly upon pride and feif- conceit, and that fpeci 

of it which is called fpirltual pride, and which 

certainly a mofl malignant difpofition ? 

If this fame principle have power to excite fy 
^lidiculpus vanity, intolerable arrogance, invetera 

rancoii 
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rancour^ and fupercilious contempt of others^ when 
it has nothing but the trifling advantage of (kill 
iu criticifm, a talent for poetry, a tafte for belles 
lettres, or fome other of the minuter parts of 
(cience, to avsul itfelf of; what have we not to 
dread from it, when it can boaft of what is uni- 
-TCrfally acknowledged to be a far fuperior kind of 
excellence ! 

To guard againft this dangerous rock, fo fatal 
to every genuine principle of virtue, the utmoft 
kuniility, felf-diffidence, and truft in God, are ever 
lecommended to us in the holy fcriptures. Good 
men are taught to regard him as the giver of every 
good and every perfeft gift. They are reprefented 
aa difclaiming all the merit of their own good 
works, anid expelling all favour and happinefs, 
private or public, from the free goodnefs and un- 
deferved mercy of God. When we htwe. done all 
that is commanded us^ we muftjay we are unprofit-' 
Me fcrvanti^ we have done only that which it was 
(mr duty to do^ 

In the rcprefentation which our Saviour hap 
given us of the proceedings. of the laft gjreat day 
of Judgment, it is in this ref[>e£l that the temper 
of. the righteous, is contrafted with th^t of the 
wicked, though that was not the pripcipal defign 
of the rcprefentation. The rightcoua^ feem fur* 
ptifed at the favourable opi^nionjivtiich their, ju^ 
expreflbs of them^ and abfolutely difclaim all the 

a 3 good 
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good works which he afcribes to them. lVb€nfaw 
^nvfi thee J fay they, hungry y and'Jed ^ihu\ or 
iytffy^ ^nd gave 'thee drink ; wb^ fa*u^ kv€ thee A 
ijhanger and took th^e itiy or naked and clothed thee} ' 
when faw we thee Jick and in prifon, and came tmiQ - 
thee P Whereas the wicked are reprefented as? 
equally furprifed at the cenfure our Lord palTes upon j 
them, and infift upon their innocence ; faying, Whan 
faw we thee hungry^ or thtrjiy^ or a Jlranger^ of 
nakedy or Jick f or infrifon^ and did notminijlcr unio 
thee ? * , • . 

This, too, is the excellent moral conveyed to us 
in the parable of the pharifee and the publican ; ' 
and the import of one of the bleffings which our 
*liOrd pronounced in afolemn mariner at the begin- 
ning of his miniftiy on earth, "Blejfed are the poor 
in Jpirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven ; and 
alfo the fpirit of many of our Lord's inveftives 
againft the pride and hypocrify of the fcribes and 
pharifees. * 

No other vice feems capable of diflurbing .the 
equal and generous temper of our Lord. Other 
vices rather excite his compaffion : but pride^ to- 
gether ^ith its ufual attendant hypocrify, never 
fails to roufe tiis moft vehement indignation ; infp- 
iniicH that, befo're we attend to the heinous nature 
and dreadful cbnfequences of thofe vices, we are 
apt rather to blame our Lord for intemperate wrath 
iqpon ihefe occafions^ and to wonder why a perfon, 

' who 

... J- ' ' • 
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who others ife appears to be fo meek, {hould, in this 
cafe only, be fo highly provoked. 

How feverely doth he check the lead tendency - 
towards pride and ambition in Iiis own difciples, 
.whenever he difcovers in any of them a difpofition 
tp afpire to diitindlion and fupcriority ! clofing hb 
admonition, on one remarkable occafion, with thefe 
words, wljich arc charafteriftic of the temper of his 
religion; Matt, xxiii. 11, i a. He that is greatejl 
among you Jball he your fervant : IVbofoevcr Jhall 
exalt h'lmjelf. Jhall he ahafcd^ and be that humbleib 
bimjelf Jhall he exalted? 

What temper can be fuppofed more proper to 
qualify us for joining the gforious affembly of the 
fpirits of juft men made perfedt, and perhaps in- 
numerable orders of beings far fuperior to us both 
in underilanding and goodnefs, when all the fplen- 
dour of the invifible world fltall be thrown open 
to us, but a fpirit of the dpepeft humility, and the 
pureft benevolence ? This alone can difpofe us 
truly .to rejoice in the view of every kind and de- 
gree of excellence wherever found, without the 
lead uneafinefs arifing from pride, envy, jealoufy, 
'or diflike ^ all which vicious qualities of the mind 
are nearly conneded together* And bow can a 
fpirit of true humiliy and pure benevolence, whicli 
cannot exid without humility, be attained, if Our 
regards be perpetvtally, or frequently, dircAed to 
ourfdves ? Whtx^/elf is C6nfi4ered, pride, vanity; 
. •* ' or 
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or fe]f-conceit, with all their hateful eonfeqnences^ 
ieeni^ in fome degree, to be unavoidable. 

Whoever^ therefore, lays tbefouodation of htiHiaii 
irirtue on the principle of felf-intcreft, or, what is 
nearly the fame thing, felf-applaufe, is ere6Hng a 
£abric which can never reft on fiich fupportsj. and he 
will be found in fa£l to have been pulling down with 
one hand what he was endeavouring to build tip witk 
the other. 

To draw to a contlulion. This do£lrine abounds 
with the noWeft praftical ufes, and points out direftly 
the great rule of life, and fource of happinefs ; which 
Is, to give ourfelves whoUy iip to fome eft)ployment>. 
which may, if poilible, engage all. our fkaiilties^ and: 
which tends to the good of fociety. This is a field • 
which is open to the exertioif of all human powers,, 
and in which all mankind may be equally, mutually,. 
and boundlefsly happy. 

This will rentier all expedients to iUl timem\n€'- 
ccflary. With our affcftions and our faculties thus 
ci^roffed by a worthy objeft, we'fcarcely need to fear 
being ever dull, penfive, or melancholy, or to know 
what it is to have our time hang heavy upon our. 
hands. And I think I may fo far prefume upon' the 
known connexion ofmind and body, as to faf , that 
this is the beft prefervative agaihfl hypochondriacal- 
difordertf, to which perfoiis whofe fituation in the 
world dolh not lead tfiem info the active fcenes 6i 
life are peculiarly iubjefit. Svery day paffed in the 

fteady 



not Uving to Ourf elves. igj 

fteady and cameft difchargc of a man's known diify 
will pafs with uniform chcerfulnefs and alacrity. 

* And in the glorious animating profpc6l of a future 
liappy (late -of mankind^ on which^ in a humble tilift 
tnd confidence in the affiftancc and grace of God^ 
he has fpent all his cares and exerted all his powers^ 
thtft jby will fpring up in his heart herc^ which will 
hereafter be ^nfpeakable and full of glory. 

If troubles and perfecutions arifc on account of 
our adhering to our duty ; if wc be oppofed in the 
profecution of laudable undertakings^ or fuffcr in 
confequence of undertaking them $ the tru« piety of 
a perfon who habitually lives to God^ and not to 

. himfelfy is capable of convertmg them all into pure 
immized joy and tranfport. Then the human mind^ 
roufed Jto the mod intenfe exertion of all its. faculties^ 
burdened with no' confcioufnefs of guilt, referring 
itfelfabfoluteiy to the difpofal of ito God and father, 
diftruiling its own powers, and confiding in the in- 
finite power, «wifdom, and goodnefs of God, ac- 
(]uires.a fervour of fpirlt, a courage, fortitude, and 
magnariimity, tempered with the mod perfe^k ferc- 
iiity, and the greateft prefcnce of mind, that is fuffi- 
cient, and more than fuificient, to bear a man 
through every difficulty, and.even to convert all pain 
into pleafurc. ITis highly agitated ftate of mind, in 
thofc trying circumftances, is almoft pure rapture 
and ecdafy. 

In thofe circumftances, which appear fo diftreflSng, 

- ^ numbers. 
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numbers^ I doubt not^ haye been able> a^cordifiK .to 
our ble(!ed Saviour's dire6tion9 to rejotcf and i$ $ssr 
ceeding gladf knowing that their reward was gre^tim 
heaven ; and have experienced more ,real comfert^ 
peace of mind, and inward joy, in the greateft aj}^ 
verfity, than they had ever felt in the days of thdr 
profperity. Yea, what is related by biitortaBS. pf 
fome chridian and proteflant martyrs appears to me 
not incredible ; namely, that in the midft of flames 
they have felt no pain. Their minds were fo.ifi- 
tenfely agitated, and fo wholly occupied with oppQr 
fite fen(ations of the mod exalted nature, as to a- 
dude ail external fenfatioa wbjAteyer^ vaftl^ wore, 
than we can form any idea of from ih^ trainee^ aifd 
^eyeries which any perfon was €ver fubjeft to. 

What the extraordinary exercifes of devotion are 
able tOrdo upon extraordinary occalions, the. habitual 
aioderate exercife of piety, will be able to do hi .the 
ordinary courfe and the common troubles of our 
lives ; fo that it may not only be compared to a ftrong 
cordial, to be applied when the mind is ready to faint 
under adveriity, but to that food which is the daily 
fupport of our lives. 

To haye God always in o^r thoughts, is not 
pofGble in this world. Prefent obje£^s, to the in- 
fluence of which we are continually expofed, mufl: 
.jaecefTarily engage a great part of our attention > and 
worldly objefts, by continually engroffing our 
Ihought^i are apt to become .of . too great import- 
ance 
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tttee to lis. We grow anxious about them, and our 
minds are haraflbd and fatigued with a conftant and 
dafe attention to them. Is'ow, it is when ihe mind 
Ib in this ftatc, or rather tendin/ towards it, th?.t the 
benign influences of devotion a-c, in the ordinary 
oourfe of O'lr Uves^ the moft fenfibly feh ; when the 
mind, looking ofiT, and above all worldly ohjc6ls, and 
deeply imprefled with a fenfe of the infinite power, 
wifdom and goodnefs of God, unburdens itfclf of 
every anxiety, and cads all its cares upon its heavenly 
&ther; and when the preceding tumult and diforder 
. in the paffions only ferves to augment that unfpeak- 
aUe joy, fatisfaAio^ and confidence, with which a 
deep fenfe of the prefence and providence of God 
infpires the foul. 

The relief which a benevolent mind feels from 
communicating its troubles and cares to an intimate 
.Mend, in wbofe wifdom and integrity he can confide, 
though of the fame nature, is but a faint image of 
what the truly pious foul feels in the delightful fea- 
fons of the devout intercourfe which he maintain^ 
<with his God. 

This is a perpetual fource of joy and fatisfa£lion to 
a truly devout mind, which the wicked, thofe pcrfons 
who live to themfelves and not to mankind, or to 
God, intermeddle not with. Not even an idea of 
tbatfweet tranquillity, exalted joy, and calm fortitude 
which true devotion infpires, can be communicated 
to another who hath had no experience of it himfelf. 

This 
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This IS tnic of thofe things of which St.jpaulfays thaX 
the animal man -cannot comprehend tbemy and that tbey, 
are fooli/hnefs to biniy becatife tbey are fpixitually . 
difcerned, 

I would be no advocate forenthufiafm. Thefer- 
vour of devotion cannot always be kept up. That 
is inconfiftent with the condition of our nature, and 
far from being neceffary in our prefent ftate : but that 
cheerful fcrenity and conipofure in which moderate 
aSs of devotion leave the mind, is an excellent temper 
for entering upon, and perfevering with fpirit and 
alacrity in, any ufeful and honourable undertaking. 

The fum of this praftical doftrine, fuggefted by 
revelation, and confirmed by reafon and obfervation, 

is, that NO MAN CAN BE HAPPY WHO, LIVES TO 

himself; but that true happiness con- 
sists IN HAVING OUR FACULTIES WHOLXY 
ENGROSSED BY SOME WORTHY OBJECT, IN 
TIfE PURSUIT OF WHICH THE STRONGE,ST 
AND BEST OF OUR AFFECTIONS HAVE THEIR 
FULL PLAY, AND IN WHICH WE ENJOY ALL 
THE CONSISTENT PLEASURES OF OUR WHOLE 

NATURE 5 that though a regard to our greateft hap- 
pinefs be of excellent ufe, particularly about tlfie 
beginning of our progrefs towards pcrfe6lion and 
happinefs, iii bringing our inferior appetites and paf- 
fions into due fubjeftion to the fuperior powers of our 
nature ; yet that felf-lovc, and a regard to ourfelvcs, 
i3 very apt to grow too iutenfc, and is in fa<Sl the caufe 

5 ■ • Pf 
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eat deal of the ufelefs anxiety, perplexity, and 
which is in the world ; and that therefore it 
to be our care, that our minds be engrofTed as 
as poflGble by other objefts 5 and that even 
IS to virtue whieh turn our attention frequently 
•urfelves fliould be ufed with caution j for fear 
ing that vanity and felf-conceit which we ought 
ly every method of repreffing, as the greateft 
>f true religion, being moft oppofite to the 
le temper pf chriftianity, and moft deftruAive 
nan happinefs. 

nnot make a better application of this general 
I of conduft, namely, to propofe to ourfelves, 
1 the language of Solomoo, to putfue with all 
gbt^ fome worthy objeft, fome honourable and 
employment, efpecially in the prefent circum- 
5 of things among us, than in encouraging you, 
etbren in the miniftry, to profecute with vigour 
xcellent fcheme i|i which you hiave already 
fo much laudable zeal, and have made To fuc* 
a progrefs. I need not addj^' that I mean tlijB 
e of a provifion for the more comfortable fup-^, 
'minifters' widows and orphans.* 
s[particular fubjeft has thci eafieft and happieft 
xion imaginable with the general one I have 
lifcuffing; as it is both a worthy and benevolent 
taking itfelf, and is defigned for the relief of thofe 
ls who have (hown themfelves to be aftuatcd by 
aie excellent fentiments j of perfons who have 

R not 
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not lived to themfelves, but to focicty ; who have 
entered into the focial connexions of life, and who 
have expofed themfelves and families to peculiar hard- 
ihips in confequence of thofe honourable connexions* 
If any fet of duties {hine with peculiar luftre, and 
make ^ greater figure than the reft, in our holy reli- 
gion, they are thofe of humanity and compaf&on. 
Through all the books both of the Old and New 
Teftament, they are the moft frequently, and the 
• moft eameftly, inculcated of any particular duties : 
doubtlefs, becaufe they are of the ftrongeft obligation 
in themfelves, the fineft exercife for our faculties 
(having the greateft tendency to advance the perfec'p 
tion of our nature)^ and the beft adapted to promote 
the eafe and happinefs of mankind in general. 

The Divine Being himfelf i^ always reprefented as 
taking particular notice of the treatment which the 
poor and diftrefled meet with. He hath ftyled him- 
felf the father of the fatherlefsy and the widow's 
God: and therefore, when we undertake thofe humane 
and kind offices, we may, with more propriety than 
in any other fphere, confider ourfelves ^as a£ting the 
glorious part of God's deputies, and as ftewards of 
the divine grace and goodneis here below. 

If we be obliged to contribute of our fiibftance to 
the relief of the diftrefled, much more is it incumbent 
upon us not to withhold.our labour and our intereft 
in the profecution of proper fchemes for their relief. 
And the method in which it is propofed to relieve 

the 
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the diftreSed perfons we have now under confideration 
is one that is quite free from all tlie difficulties which 
lie in the way of common charities (though ifi^ ob- 
je^Uons to common charities have no weight in this 
particular cafe)^ and a method which is^ in all cafes^ 
the iaM)ff eligible^ when it can be piirfued with effeft ; 
namely^ to put thofe perfons whofe circumftances are 
diftrefling, or liable to be fo, in the way of relieving 
themfelves. It is to exert our himianity in the way 
X)f eacQui:aging, if not induftry^, at leaft frugality. 

(T|us> confequently, is a method which will re- 
lieve the minds pf the diftreffed of a burthen which 
}& often leis tolerable than mofl kindsof calamity^ 
I oamely^ the fenfe of dependence and obligation. It 
may be .a falfe kind of delicacy which makes fome 
perfons fo extremely fenfible upon tbefe occafions : 
but it is a fcnfibiUty which only the mofl an;iiable and 
defcr\'ing perfons are fubje£l to ; and there is cer- 
Jkainly a peculiar propriety in attending to' this circum- 
fiance in the cafe before us. 

. Who are^ generally, the unhappy widows whofe 
cafe we are now confidering, but perfons who have 
been brought up in eafy and genteel circumftancefe, 
and whofe fmall fortunes, joined to the income of 
. their hufbands, and managed with gr^at frugality, 
have been juft fufficient to bring up a family in that 
decent and reputable manner^ in which a regard to 
their fiation in life, and to the congregations in 

whofe fervice their hufbands were en^aged^ are uni- 

R % verfally 
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verfally acknowledged to require ? Thefe iinhappy 
perfons, therefore^ are reduced at once, upon the 
death of their hufbands, and the great reduftion, if 
, not total ceafing, of iheir incomes (which is the im- ^ 
mediate confequence of that event), to one of the '■ 
niod diilreding iituations that can occur in hunjaa 
hfe. ' 

Here is' to be feen the deepcft affidkion for the lofc 
of that companion and friend for whofe fake they had 
facrificed perhaps better profpeds^ and fitu&tions in \ 
which it would have been more in their power to 
fupport themfelves and families in the like circum- 
ftances 5 the great eft indigence, to which they have 
never been accuftomed, with which they are there- • 
fore wholly unprepared to encounter, and which, 
^ in their time of life, they are utterly incapable of re- 
medying; and all this joined with that generofity of 
fehtlment, infpiYed by their education, and eheriflied 
by the company and acquaintance they have always 
kept up, to which relief itfclf is diftreffing, unlefs 
conferred with the greateft prudence and delicacy. 

To augment the diftrefs of thefe difconfolate 
widows, they fee nothing before them but a number 
of children educated in the fame decent and frugal 
manner in which their parents were obliged to live> 
with expeftations (if they be of an age capable of 
having any) almoft unavoidably above their rank and 
fortune, wholly unprovided for, and deftitute, in a 
great meafure, of their fathers* intereft and friend- 

Ihips, 
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??| ^^ps^ on which were founded all their expectations of 
tbt| bdng introduced with tolerable profpeCls intp the 
vorld. 
Here then,^ my brethren, are the worthieft obje6te 
ti^ of charity, and here is the moft unexceptionable 
aod defirabTe method of heilowing it ; fo that no 
orcumftance feems wanting to engage every benevo. 
lent aad public-fpirited perfon to join heartily in a 
&heme which is calculated for fo excellent a pur-^ 
pofe. 

^'^ Cbnfider, my brethren, how many worthy perfons 
^1 are anxious about the; prudence and the vigour of 
^^ pur preCenl refolntions ; witli what tender and heart- 
I piercing concern the worthy and picnis parent regard*, 
the wife of his. bofom, and the children of his love,, 
when he feels the fyniptoms of his own declining 
nature^ anjd di'eads to communicate the alarming in- 
telligence; and how earneftly be w.iflies itmay be in: 
his power to do fomething,. while living, which,, 
when he is dead, may be the meang of providing a 
finaH fubflUute for the fruij of his prefont labours; 
when, daa!: no fubftitute can.be provided for himfdf^. 
for bis advice, his' inftruAions, his confolations, the 
charms of his converfation,.andall his perfonal kind 
offices^ CXf what a load oi anxiety and diArefs, 
. whichi tends to> haften the dreaded event, would 
tfiis fcheme eafe tibe worthiieft and mofl confiderate 
of bumaR minds t 

Qo^fider alfo^how many perfons, the beft qualified 
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to bear their parts with propriety and honour in focial 
life, and to exhibit the fineft example of the feveral - 
relative and domeftic duties to others, and who are 
thereby capable of having their own ufefulnefs greatly ~ 
extended, are reftrained from engaging in focial con- 
nexions by that peculiar tendernefs and humanity, 
which a liberal education, and a life devoted to the 
fervice of a benevolent religion, infpires ; and alfo by 
that very prudence, which would eminently contri- 
bute to their fulfilling the mod important duties of it 
in'tlie moft exemplary manner. 

So excellent an undertaking will doubtlefs be its^ 
own fufficient reward ; and if the fervent prayer of a 
righteous man availeth muchy what good may you. 
hot reafbnably expefl: that the devout bleffings and 
fervent prayers of the many excellent perfons in- 
terefted in your prefent refolutions will procure you, 
from that. God wAo is able to make all grace abound 
towards yoUy andtofupply all your wanis^ out of bis 
abundant fulnefs in Chrift Jefiis ? 

Let us then, my brethren, be Jledfajl and un^ 
moveable in thi&, as well as aJzirays abounding in 
every good^ work } forafmucb as we inow that our, 
labour Jball not be in vain in the Lord^ 
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EFHBAIM IS JOINBD TO LDOL$«. JLBT Htl^ 

ALONB»^ 

Ephkaim is here put for the whole kingdom of 
IfiraeJ, of which it was a part ; and this awfiil fen- 
tence pronounced upon it was delivered during it». 
declenfion^ and not long before its final, diflblution by 
the Icings of Aflyria.. 

Many prophets had God fent to this- unhappy 
nation, and by rq)eated meflages had he expoftulated^ 
Willi them, fipom time to time, for their crying, wick- 
ednefs and provocations. They had had line uponlifie^, 
and precept upon precept ; but all had been to no pur* 
pofe. They fliowed no fign- of repentance, hxii held^ 
faft their iniquity^ and ivoulinotletit go till the 
divine patience and forbearance were wearied out, 
Mercy could plead for them no longer, their fate was- 
determined ; and the execution of the juft judgments 
of' God upon them was only delayed, but was fure 
to take place in the end. 

Thi^ is the cAfe of a whole nation abandoned of 
God in this fearful manner. But whatever has been 
die cafe of one nation may not only be the cafe of 

. another 
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another nation^ but alfo thatof j|ny individual; and* 
it is the poffibility of this being the c^fe of our own 
nation^ or of oiirfclves^ that makes it* to demand' 
our* attention. To the Almighty, with refpeft to. 
moral government, a nation is as one man, and one 
man as a' whole nation. He puniflies vice, and he 
rewards virtue^ in both ; and whatever is agreeable to. 
wifdom and equity in the cafe of a nation is likewife 
agreeable to wifdom and equity with refpe£): to indivi* 
d[ual& Suppofing, therefore, that the cafes are ex-^ 
a£ily fio^ilar^ I {hall, iii< difcqucSflg from thefe wordS)> 
Firft, Stfite the qife with, as much exadndsad 

•Icf^nj, 
Secondly, Show the probability and dianger o£^ 

i^ with refpe£t to human nature ; and 
Thirdly, Confider the equity and propriety of it 
with refpe& to Gpdj applying the whole doc-^ 
trine to the cafes of individuals. 
In tb^jficft place>^ I am to fiate this cafe with a^ 
much exadnaiefs a$ I can* 

In general, when any pexfon is in the conditiohof 
Ephrainxin my text, fo that God fliall, as it were, fay 
of l^m, bi is- joined to idols (he is joined to his lufts^. 
andvices)) li^t hink alone, his day of trial and proba** 
tipa maj( be faid to b^, to all unpoctanl purpofes^ ex^, 
pired. He is no longer afubje£l of moral g(fuernment^ 
bj^paufe h^ is uUf:rIy incapable of amejidtf^nt, wli^ph 
is th^ %a^ of aU moral difcipUt^^; and tl)qugl>, th^P^gIl»^ 
th^ g9o4»ff s of Go^, y^ alibis workfi^ h% 
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may live many years longer, yet his final dooih is in 
reality fixed ; his fentence is irrevocable, and the ex- 
ecution of it only deferred. 

Not that the reformation of any finner is ever «rt- 
turally impojUible^ or that, if he truly repent, he fhall 
not find favour at the hand of God. For nothing is 

impojjihle with God^ and 3itrulj^ bupible^penitenty and 

■ ■'"'■ 
ctmtrite heart he will never defpife^ whenever and 

wherefoever he finds it. But the change may be 
^norally impoffible, or not to be exp,ed;ed .according 
to the ufual courfe of things ; and this is fufilicient 
to authorize us to make ufe of the language. 

Suppofing a man to have lived fo long in t}ie habits 
of vice, as to liavc loft all relirti for every thing that 
is good, tl)at he has no pleafure in the company of the 
fober, the virtuous, and the piyus, but only in that 
of thofe who are as abandoned as himfelf, and that 
the greateft fatisfa&ion he has is in corrupting others 
(and further than this depravity camiot go) ; fuppof- 
ing that, in the courfe of his life, this man, befides 
every advantage for injlru&iony had experienced a 
great variety of profperity and adverfity j and yet that 
profperlty, inftead of making him more thatikful and 
obedient to God, made him forget him the more j 
irid that affliftions, inftead of lofteningahd bettering 
hi» heart, only ferved to harden it, and make it worfc : 
Do I fay that this abandoned wretch cannot be re- 
formed, that God cannot, by any methods whatever, 
work upon his heart, and bring him to ferious thought 
5 ^^d 
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aud rcfleftion ? By no means, That would be to limit 
the power of God, to whom all thirtgs are-poffible. 
He can work miracles^ if he fliould think proper fo to 
do. ^ But then I fay this would be a proper miracle,, 
fuch as, at this day, we are not authorized to expe^i* 
And judging by what we fee aAually to take place, 
and what we muft conclude to be juft and right, God ' 
mayy and probably willy leave fuch a one to himfelC 
He . may determine to try him no longer by any of 
thofe methods of his providence which are ufually 
employed for the purpofe of reclaiming finners* 

For infiance, afRiAions, and efpecially bodily fick* 
mefs, are a great xqeans of foftening and bettering. the . 
minds of men: but God may refolve that he ihallbe 
vifited with no remarkable ficknefs, till he be over* 
taken with his Jaft ; or he may cut him off by a fud- 
den and unexpected death, in the midil of his crimes. 
The death of our friends, or any calamities befalling 
them, have often been the means, in the hands of 
divine providepee, of bringing to ferious thought and 
refleflion thofe who have furvived thofe firokcs ; but 
God may refolve never to touch him in fo tender a 
part, but rather make ufe of his death as a w'aming 
and example to others. • 

Now, when a man is thus left of Godj an<l no pro- 
vidential methods are ufed to reclaim him, we may 
conclude that he is irrecoverably loft. It is in faft, 
and according^to the courfe of nature (and we know 
ci^ ^Q deviations from it fince the age of the apoftles); 

ablblutely 
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abfolutely impoffible that he fhoiild repent, or be re- 
formed. And though he (hould continue to live ever 
fo long after God has thus forfaken him, he is bnljr. 
In the awful language of fcripture, treafurlng up 
wrath againft the day of wrath ; and. there remains 
nothing for him but a fearful looking for of judg» 
vmiy and of that fiery indignation which fball con^ 
fume the adverfaries of God. 

Having thus ftated the nature of this a\vful cafe, 
and (hown in what fenfe, and on what account, it 
may be faid that it is quite defperate and hopelefs, 
viz. becaufe it may be morally impoffible that he 
fhould ever truly repent and be reformed, by reafon of 
God's withdrawing thofe providential methods by 
which he ufes to work upon men's hearts, and to 
bring thjem to ferious thought and refle<%ion, I come 

adly. To confider the probability and danger of the 
cafe with refp^ft to human nature ; how far men are 
liable to fall into this fearful condition, and by what 
means they fall into it. 

A man's cafe may be pronounced to be thus de- 
rperate, when his mind is brought into fuch a date' 
Is that the necelTary means of reformation fhall have 
loft their effeft upon him ; . and this is the natural 
jonfequence of confirmed habits of vice, and a long- 
continued negleft of the means of religion and virtue ; 
which is fo far from being an impoffible or improba- 
olA cafe, that it is a very general one. 

In Order to be the more ferifible of this, ypu are to 

confider 
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confider that vice is a balit^ and thferefore of a fubtle 
and infinuating nature. By eafy, pleafing, and feem-' 
ingly harmlefs a&ions, men are often betrayed into a 
progrefs, which grows every day more alarming. Our 
virtuous refolutions may break with difficulty. It 
may be with pain and reluSance that we commit the 
Jirjl a^s of fin, but the next zxt eafier to us; and 
ufe, cuftom, and habit, will at laft reconcile us to- 
any thing, even things the very idea of which might 
at firft be (hocking to us. 

Vice is a thing not to be trifled with. You may, 
. by the force of vigorous refolution, break oflFin the 
early ftages of it; but habits , when they have been 
confinned, and long continued, are obftinate things ^ 
to contend with, and are hardly ever entirely fub- 
dued. When bad habits feem to be overcome, and 
we think we have got rid of our chains, they may 
perhaps only have become, as it were, hivijible ; fo 
that when \ve thought we had recovered Dur freedom, 
and ftrength, fo as fo be able to repel any tempta- ^ 
tion, we may lofe all power of refiftance on the firfl: 
approach of it. 

A man who has contrafted a habit of vice, and 
been abandoned to finful courfes for fome time, is 
never out of danger. He is exa&ly in the cafe of a 
man who has long laboured under a chronical difeafe^ 
and is perpetually fubje6k to a relapfe. The firfl; 
(hock of any diforder a man's conftitution may bear^ 
and, if be be not naturally fubjeft^to.it, he may per- 

feaiv 
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feaiy recover, and be out of danger. But when the 

general habit is fuch, as that a relap/e is apprehended, 

a man's friends and phyficians are alarmed for him. 

The reafon is, that a relapfe does not find a perfon 

in the condition in which he was. when the firft fit 

tfillncfsTeizcd him. That gave his conftitution a 

i ftock, and left hun enfeebled, fo as to be lefs able to 

' faftain another fliock; and efpecially if it be more 

I vblent than the former, as is generally the cafe in 

thofe difordcrs. 

In the very fame dangerous fituation is the man 
who has ever been addifted to vicious courfes. Jtle 
can never be faid to be perfeSly recovered^ whatever 
^pearances may promife, but is always in danger of 
a fatal relapfe. He ought, therefore, to take tlie 
greateft care of himfelf. He is not in the condition 
of aperfon who has never inozvn the ways ofwcked^ 
nefs. He ought, therefore, to have the greateft dif- 
truft of himfelf, and fet a double watch over his 
thoughts, words, and a6)ions, for fear of a furprife. 
For if oncci through the force of any particular temp«» 
tation, he fhould fall back into his former vicious 
Courfes, and his former difpofition ihould return, his 
Cafe will probably be defperate. He will plunge him- 
felf ft ill deeper in wickednefs ; and his having ab- 
ftained for a time will only^ as it were, have whetted 
his appetite, and make him fwallow down the poifon 
of fin by larger and more eager draughts than ever. 
Such perfons may be fo entirely in the power of 

S vicious 
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vVcimis habits, that they (hall be in uo{\ii\h their, oii/n 
rafters. They niay even fee the danger they are hi, 
y wifli to free themfelves from the habits thevhave con- 
drafted, and yet find they have no forced or refolutioni ' 
to relieve themfelves. They are not to be refcued j 
from thefnare of the dejlroyer^ ^d brought to their , 
. right mindy but by fome uncommon and alarming 
providence, which is in the hands of God, and which i 
he may juftly withhold when his patience and long- 
fuffering have been much abufed. Juftly may he fay ^ 
to'fuch an habitual finner, as he did > to Ephraim in. 
my text ; Hi is joined to idols, he is joined to his ; 
lufts, let him alone. He is determined to have the 
fleafure of Jin, let him receive the wages of Jin alfo. 
This brings me to the third head of my difcpurfe 
in which I propofe to confider the equity of the pro- 
ceeding with refpeft to God, 
, It may be faid that it is not agreeable to equity for 
^ God to favolir fome with the means of improvement, ^ 
and fuffcr others to abandon themfelves to deftru6tioii 
without a poffibility of efcaping. But I anfwer, that ' 
the perfons whofe cafe I have been defcribing have 
had, and have outlived, their day of grace. God has 
long exerciied forbearance towards them, but they ' 
have wearied it out ; and it could not be expefted to 
laft for ever. They tiave had gracious invitations to 
' - repentance, but they have flighted them all : they 
flopped their ears, and refufed to return. They have 
b^n tried with a gr^ variety both of merciful wd 
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' I tf affliftlve providences, but they made no good uft 
"^ I of them. Why then^ as the prophet {dcs^^Jhould tbey 
hfiricken any viore^ when they ivill onlj rcvoU more 
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A day of trial and probation, or what is frequently 
called a day of grace ^ muft neceffarily have fomc 
[period ; elfe, when would the time of retribution, 
\Fhen would the time of rewards and punifhments, 
taka place ? A ftatc of trial nccefrarily refpcfts fomc 
fiuure -ftatc, in which men mull receive according to 
their deeds. But tliis ftate of trial it has plcafed Grod 
to make of uncertain duration, no doubt to keep us 
always watchful, having our accounts always in rcadi- 
. nefjj, becaufe injuch an hour. as lue think not our Ijird 
May tonte^ and require them. The ftate of trial, there- 
fore, is with fomeof much longer duration than it is 
with others; and God is thefovereign arbiter of every 
thing relating to it. lie makes our lives longer or 
ihorter, as* Teems good in his fight, and at death a 
ftate of trial ends of courfe. We may, therefore, 
as well pretend to queftion the juftice and equity of 
Code's cii'.ting us off by death when .and in what 
manner hepleafes, as arraign his juftice infcaling up 
our doom, though while we live,wheneYeFhe pleafes^ 
• No doubt God gives to every perfon a fufficient 
trial ; for he is not ivil ling that anyjhouldferijhy but 
bad rather that alljhould come to repentance. We may 
therefore affurc outfelvcs, that he will not ceafe to en- 
deavour to promote the reformation of a finncr by all 

S % proper 
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firoper means, till he fiiall become abfolutdy incor*' 
rigible, and the methods taken to reclaim him would 
be abufed and loft. And if we confider that cverjt , 
means of improvement ncglefted adds to a man'fl 
guilt, and aggravates his condemnation, it may evea 
appear to be mercy in the Divine Being to grant a 
perfon no further means of improvement, after it has 
been found, by a6lual trial, that they would only 
have been abufed, and therefore have proved highly 
injurious to him. Not but that it might have been 
fuiGcicnt to iilence every cavil of this kind, to fay, 
as Paul does on a fimilar occafion, IVbo art tboUj 
marly that repliejl againji God? or with Abraham, 
Shall not the judge of all the earth do that wjficbis 
right P But it is proper to (how that in the midji of 
judgment God remembers mercy. 

There is a very pathetic defcriptipn of the cafe of 
a finner, who, after a relapfe into vicious courfes, is 
juflly abandoned of God, to feek his own deftrufticn, 
in a parable of our Saviour's, formed upon the 
popular opinion of the Jews of his age concerning 
demons or evil fpirits. Matt. xii. 43, &c. ' " When 
•' the unclean fpirit is gone out of a man, he walketh 
^ through dry places, feeking reft, and findeth none. 
** Then he faith, 1 will return to my houfe from 
^ whence I came out ; jand when he is come, he 
** ^ndeth it empty, fwept, and gamiflied. Then 
•^ goeth he, and takcth with himfelF feven other 
** fpirits more wicked than himfelf, iand they enter 
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"in, "arid dwell there ; and the laft ftate of that man 
'^is worfe than the firft.'' The application of this 
farable eiih<er to the cafe of the Jews (for whom it 
fcems to have been originally intended) or to parti- 
!tcular perfons, wlio after a feeming reformation have 
idapfed into vicious courfes, is too obvious ' to be 
Wrticularly dwelt upon. 

I To come, therefore, to a general ap{)Hcation^ of 
this doftrine ^ Let all perfons-who are fenfible of the 
, fclly and evil of finful courfes, and of the danger of 
. perfifting in them, make a fpeedy and cffeftual re-, 
treat. Let us do nothing by halves. To be luke- 
warm in religion, is in cfTciSl to have no religion at 
all. We muft give God our hearts ; wc rauft give. 
him an undivided affe6lion; iov we cannot truly love^ 
God and mamnvm^ or the world, at the fame time. 
In this unfcttled and fluctuating difpofition, tempta- 
tions will have a great advantage over us. We 
fhall ever be in danger of ilirowing ofF.aU rcftraint, 
and of running into every kind of riot and excefsy^ 
till nothing on the part of divine providence (ball 
occur to reclaim us. 

In reality, my bi^ethren, and to every valuable end . 
a-nd purpofc, the term of our trial and probation does 
generally expire long before the term of our natural . 
lives. For^ how few are there \^\io{^ characters y 
whofc diJpQjitions^QX habits qfmiridj undergo any con- 
^derable change after they are grown to man's eftate ! 
Qms tempers and general. characters are ufually fixed 
• ' ' S3 ' as 
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as foon as we have fixed ourfelves in a regular em- 
ployment and mode of life. For, after this, we fee 
almoft every perfon continue the very fame to the 
end of his life. Some remarkable providential occur- 
rence, fome fit of ficknefs, or fome unforefeen mif- 
ibrtmieof anykind, may alarm thofewho have been 
addifted to vicious coiirfes, atid for a time bring fh«m 
to ferious thought and refleftion ; but if they be 
turned thirty or forty years of age, how fobn do the 
ferious purpofes, which they then form, go ofi", and 
their former modes of thinking knd living return ! 
Not only with refpeft to temper and dtfpofitkn <jf 
mind^ as it relates to virtue or vice,. but with reipeft 
to |hofe habits which are indifTerent to morals, we fee j 
that, excepting one cafe perhaps in a thoufand, they 
are not fubjedl to change after the period that I have 
mentioned. Any habits that we contract early in 
life, any particular bias or inclination; any particu- 
lar caft of thought, or mode of converfation ; even 
any particular gcfturc of body, as in walking, fitting, , 
&c. wc are uhiverfally known by among our ac- 
quaintance, from the time that we properly enter life ,. 
to the time that we have done with it ; as much as 
we are bv the tone of our voice, or our hand-writ- 
ing, which likewife are of the nature of habits^ or 
eujioms. 

Thefe bbfervations may be applied in a great 
n^eafure even to matters of opinion^ (though, na- 
turally, nothing feems to be more variable} as well 

as 
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13 to mental and corporeal habits. A nian who has 

fludiedj, or who fancies he has ftudied, any particular 

fubje6l, fooner or later makes up his mindy as we fay, 

.with refpeft to it; and after this, all arguments, 

intended to convince him of his miftake, only ferve 

to confirm him in his chofen way of thinking. An 

aigument or evidence of any kind, that is entirely 

ne'iv XX) a man, may make a proper impreffion upon 

him ; but if it has been often propofed to him, and 

he has had time to view and confider it, fo as to have 

hit upon any method of evading the force of it, he 

is aiterwards quite callous to it, and can vety feldom 

beT)revailed upon to give it any proper attention. 

This confideration accounts, in fome meafure, both 

for the great influence of chriftianity on its firft pub- " 

lication, when the doftrines were ne^if amd Jirikingy 

and alfo for the abfolute indifference with which the 

lame great truths are now heard in all chriflian 

countries. 

It accounts alfo for the more ftriking effect of the 
preaching of the methodifts than ours. They find 
|)eople utterly ignorant, to whom the truths, thepro- 
mifes, and the threatenings, of the gofpel are really 
new ; whereas we have to do with perfons who have 
heard them from their infancy, and have, alas, ac- 
quired a habit of difregarding them. But then our 
-people, having, in general, been bronght up in habits 
of virtue, fuch'great changes of chara£ler and con-. 
AuB. are Icfs neceSary in their cafe« It is to be re^ 
|^tted> h;pW.evef5 that they too feldom exceed that 
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mediocrity of charaScr which they acquire in early 
life; I fpeak of the generality among 'us. For 
others are remarkable exceptioils, perfons oi difin- 
terejled an4 heroic virtue^ in full proportion to the 
fuperior advantages which they enjoy. 

The refiftance which the mind makes to the ad • 

miffioi> of truth, when it has been ftrongly prejudiced 

againft it, is evident both with refpeft to the belief 

of chriftianity in general, and of particular opinions 

relating to it. There are many perfons, by no 

riiearis defeftive.with'refpeft to Judgvient in other 

things, of whofe coiiverfion to^chriftianity we can 

have no more reafonablc expeftation than of the 

fun rifing in the weft, even though they ftould con- 

fcnt to hear, or read, every thing that we" could pro-: 

pofe to them for that purpofe. There are alfo many 

confcientious and intelligent roman^ catholics, abfurd 

is we juftly think their' principles to be, who would 

dehbcrately read the beft defences of proteftantifrhy 

without any other cffe6k than that of being more 

confirmed in their prejudices againft/it. The fame 

may be faid of pdrfons profeffin^ other modes of. 

faith ; fo that their perfuafions are not to be changed,- 

except by fuch a method a? that which was applied^. 

for the converfion of- the apoftle PauK. ' The faine. 

obferva'tion may alfo b© applied to nlany opinions^ • 

and efpecially to a general bias^ or turn of thinkingy 

in matters of a political nature, and cven'in fubjefts* 

of philofophy, or crtticifm. .- ' * 

i Fa£ts of this kind. <A wd^khi ^t ate all witpefles,^' 
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ttul which come withia the obfervation of every day 

ia our lives, fliow, in a very ftfiking light, what 

care we ought to take in forming o\xx Jtrjl judgments 

of things, and in contrafting our Jirjl habits, and 

therefore deferve the more efpecial attention oi young 

perfons. For we -fee that when thefe principles and 

l^ahits are once properly formed, they are generally 

fixed for life. Whatever is faft with refpeA to man-^ 

Jtind in general, we ought to conclude to be the cafe 

>i\ith refpe£t to ourf elves 5 that the caufe is in the con*^ 

ftitutioft of our covimon nature, and dependent upon 

'(he fundamental laws of it, and, no doubt, a wife and 

\ikS\x\ part of it *, and we muft not eiq>e£t that mira* 

eles will be wrought in our favour. 

To fhow that there is the greateft advantage, as 
well as fome inconvenience, refulting from this dif* 
pofition tojixity, as we call it, in our oWn nature, let 
it be obfervedj that if there^.was nothing fixed or 
permanent in the human charaSer, we fhould find the 
fame inconvenience as if any other law of nature 
was mifettled. We fhould be perpetually at a lofs 
how to condu3: ourfelves, how to behave to man- 
kind in general, and even to our own particular 
friends and acquaintance, efpeclally after having been 
for any fpace of time abfent from them. We do not 
expeft to find perfons the very fame in all changes of 
condition or circumftances, as in ficknefs and healthy 
profperity and adverfity, &c. but then we generally 

know 
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know what kind of change to expeft iii them in thofe 
circiimftances, and we regulate onr conduft towards 
them by our experience of the ufual effeft of fim.ilar 
changes. 

Thefe obfervations, when applied to opinions^ may 
ferve to amufe us, but when they are applied to prac^ 
ike they ought ferioufly to alarm us. Let all thofc, 
therefore, who, being at all advanced in life, fee rea- 
fon to be diffatisfied with themfelves, with their dif- 
pofition of mind, and t*hcir general condu£t, be 
alai)ii6d ] for there is certainly the gfeateft reafon for- 
it, probably much more than they afe themfelves 
aware of. Perfons in this ftate of mind always flat- 
ter themfelves with a time when they^ (hall have more 
leifure for repentance and reformation ; but, judging 
from obfervation on others, which is thefureft guide 
that they can follow (infinitely better than their own 
imaginations), they may conclude, that it is almoft a 
^certainty thaffuch a time will never come. 

If they fhould have i\i€ leifure for repentance and 
reformation which they promifed themfelves, itis not 
- probable that {vLSizicniJlrength ofrefolution will come « 
along with it. Indeed, all refolutions to repent al a 
future time are; neceffarily infincere, and muft be a 
raiere deception 5 becaufe they imply a preferenoe, of 
fi manV prefent habits and condudl, that he is really , 
unwilling to change them, and that notTiing but ne- 
ecffity would lead him to make any attempt of the 

kind.' 
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kind. In faA, he can only mean that he will dif- 
continue particular anions ; his bahits, or temper of 
mindy remaining tlie fame. 

Befides, a real, effeftual repentance, or reformk- 
tion, is fuch a total change in a man, as cannot, itl 
the nature of things, take place in a fliort fpace of 
time. A man's habits are formed, by the fcenes he. 
, has gone through, and the impreffions which they 
have made upon him ; and when death approaches, 
a man has not another life, like this, to live pvei' 
again. He may, even on a death- bed, moft finqerely 
ivi/b that he had a pious and benevolent difpofition, 
with the love of virtue in all its branches : but that 

. 1 *u/i/hy thoi,igh it be ever fo fincere and earneft, can 
no more prodtice a proper change in his mind, than 
it can reftore him to health, or make him taller, or 
ilronger, than he is. 

The precife time when ^this confirmed flate of 
mind takes place, or, in the language of fcripture, 
the time when any perfon is thus left of G'^d, or lef^ ^ 
tobhifelf cannot be determined. It is^ neceflarily 
various and uncertain. But, in general, we may fay, 
that when any perfon has been long abandoned to 
vicious courfes, when vice is gfown into a habit witK 
him, and efpecially when his vices are more pro- 

. ' perly of a mental nature^ fuch as a difpofition to 
envy^ malice^ ovfelfijbnefs (which are the mod inve- 
tei'ate, the moft difficult to be eradicated, of all vices) ; . 
when neither health nor ficknefs, profperity nor ad- 

vexfity I 
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verfity ; when neither a man's own refleftions, the 
remonftrances of his friends^ nor admoilitions from 
the pulpit, have any vifible effeft upon him 5 when, 
after this, we fee no great change in his worldly 
affairs, or connexions, but he goes on from day to 
day, from month to month, and from year to year, 
without any fenfible alteration, there is reaibn to fear 
that he is fallen into xSm fatal Jecurity\ that he is, as 
it were, fallen afleep, and that this flcep will be the 
Jleep of death. 

However, a fhadow of hope is not to be defpifed. 
One chance in a thoufand is ftill a chance ; and there 
are perfons whofe vigour of mind is fuch, that, when 
ftifficiiently roufed, they are equal to almoft any thing. 
Let thofe, therefore, who fee their danger at any 
time of life, be up and doings working. out their fal^ 
vaiion with fear and tremblings thaty if poffible^ they 
ma^ flee from the wrath to come* 



THE END. 



rrmted by J. Davis, Chancery>lant. 
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The chara£ler brought forward in the follow* 
lowing memoirs was, more than an hundred yean 
ago, a charaiSter of celebrity at home and abroad^ 
The qiieftions concerning the dodrine of the tri- 
nity, that have been lately agitated, properly ren« 
der it an objedl of curiofity to the prefent age ; for 
Mr. Biddle was the father of the $nglijb untia'- 
riajts* 

But his hiftory is a more important obje(3 
of attention, on account of the fevere perfecu« 
tions he fuftained, and the amiable, venerable pi- 
ety he exemplified. MemcSrs of.fuch as have 
difplayed lingular virtues, and fupported fingular 
fufferings, for what they deemed divine truth, 
will always be ufeful ; to (hew the power of re- 
ligious principle, and to convince men, that true 
piety is not peculiar to thofe who embrace a par- 
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ticular creed, but the genuine fruit of thofe prii^ 
ciples, which are common to all chriftians. 

From thefe views is the author induced to lay 
before the public the life of Mr. Biddle, which 
he prefurtxes cailnot fail to prove^ to the candid 
and ferious mind/ inftruftive and edifying. Ta 
the attention of fuch^ and to the bleffing of God» 
he would humbly coounend k. 

Taunton y March 22, 1789. 
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R E V I E Wj 

OF THK 

LIFE, CHARACTER ANQ WHiTINGft 

OFT HE ' 

REV. JOHN BIDDLE, A. M. 



S E C T I O N I. 

The iSirthj Education^ and Firfi SitiUmnti^ (^ 

Mr. John Biddle. 

Excellence and merit of charaScr are 
independent of the circuml^ances of rank and 
place : yet the mind is gratified by the klforma- 
mation that can be procured, concerning the fa- 
mily and birth of fuch as have diftingui/hed them- 
felves by their viriue?, or gained, in a.>y walk of 
life, peculiar reputation. 

The good man, whofe character and writings 
will be reviewed in the following pages, derived no 

A3 luftrt 



16) 

luftre fr6m the honours of his defcent, nor eati 
his family be traced back beyond the name and 
rank of his indixiediate progenitor. He was the 
ion of Mr. Edward Biddle, a woollen-draper, at 
Wotton-under-edge^ in the county of Gloucef- 
fer; a perfon whofe circumflances were not af- 
fluimt, but wIk) fepported his family with, a vir- 
tuous reputation, and a credit rather above his 
rank. His fon, Mr. John Biddle, the fubje£t of 
thefe memoirs, was born in that town, in liiftyear 

He received his claflical education at the free* 
Ichool in the (ame place. He was not ten years 
of age, when his promiGng abiliues, and the 
opening bloilbms of genius and probity, drew on 
him the notice of bis. neighbours, and. fproad his 
lanve through the country. Qeorge lord Berkley, 
who was a munificent patron of genius and tearn-^ 
ing, conferred on hirp, amongfi other fcholars, an 
exhibition of ten pounds per ajinum ^ but with 
this mark of difiioiSiion. that he bedowed it on 
young Biddle,^ at a i^ffrc early period than he was . 
accudomed to grant this donation.. 

Our youth, animated by this encouragement^ 
purfued his (Indies with new vigour. His emu- 
^aticux wa,s kindled ; fo that, with eafe, he not 
«n]y fur^afled bis fchool-fellows of th« (ame rank \ 
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^ but in time, cut-rah his inAniSionS) and b&- 
•• came tutor to himfclf." 

In this period of his life he gave feveral pardcu* 
hr fpecimens of the pregnancy of his parts, and 
his proficiency in learning. On the death of a 
fehool- fellow of high rank, he compofed an eIabo« 
rate oration in latin, which he recited before a full 
auditory. He alfo tranflated into engliih verfe^ 
the eclogues of Virgil, and the two firft fatiresof 
Juvenal. We are led to entertain an high opi* 
nion of the execution of thefe juvenile performan* 
ces, from this circumftance, that they were after- 
wards printed at London in 1634* with the ap- 
probation of fome learned men, and dedicated -to 
John Smkh, Efq. of Nibley,. in the county of 
Gloucefler.; 

But notwithflanding the rapid and fingular pro- 
grefs which he made inclaflical learning, he was, 
through different caufes,. detained at Cchool till he 
Wa# about feventeen years of age. In 1632 he 
was fent to the univerfity cf Oxford, and was ad- 
mitted a Audent in Magidalen HalK Here he ppo- 
^cuted his Audies with great afliduity and increaf- 
ing fame } and was eAeemed as doing honour to 
that feminary. It feems, that he now difcovered 
not only a briJliancy of parts, but a peculiar libe- 
lality and independence of mind i for we are told, 
V he did fo philofopbizie, that it might be otw 

"ferved. 
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^ fenred, he was determined more by reafon^ thaa 
** authority : however, In divine things he did not 
^^ diflent much from the common dodrine/' Of 
this, it feems, that a little piece he wrote agaioft 
dancing furni(hed proof. 

On the 23d of June, 1638, he took the de* 
greeof baclielor of arts; and with reputation^ 
both for learning and prudence, filled the poft of a 
tutor in the univeHity. On the 20th of May, 
1641, the degree of maAer of arts was conferred 
upon him with great applaufe. Before this he 
had received an invitation to be mafter of the ftrhool 
in his native town, which he declined. But the 
reputation whicli procured this oflfer, direSed the 
views of the magtflrates of Giogcefter to him : as 
his having refufed it, left him free to attend to 
ether overtures. In 1641, in confequence of am- 
ple recommendations, from the principal perfont 
an the univeriity, he was elected mafter of the 
free-fchool • of Crifps, in the city of Gbucefter. 
This choice was accompanied with earned im* 
portunities. He accepted the invitation, and on 
his going to fettle in this poft, he ^as met at his 
approach to the city, by the magiftrates, and was 
' deceived with honourable expreQions of joy and 
fefpe(^, 

t In this department he anfwercd the cxpe<ftationi 
/^ihich had been formed of bim. : His (kill and 
%:■'■"' faith- 
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feithfufnefs were eminent. They, who could 
commit their fons to his tuition, congtatulated 
themfelvef on their felicity. Hence, though th« 
£xed falary was not great, the gratuities of parents 
made the emoluments of it confiderable. 
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SECTION II 

The Fradom of his Religious Inqmries* 

The circumftances of Mr. Biddle's fituation 
were truly inviting, and opened to him a picafing 
profpedl of ufefulnefs and felicity. But his hap- 
pinefs in it was of £hort continuance. The love 
of money had not corrupted his mind : nor could 
the views of intereft divert his attention from 
objefis of a different nature. That freedom of 
inquiry which he had difcovered in his philofo* 
phical and academical (ludies, was now direAed 
to the fubje£ts of religion. ^* Having laid afide 
*' the impediments of prejudice, he gave himfelf 
" liberty,**- we arc told, " to try all things, that 
** he might hold faft thai which is good.** 

To adopt the obfervations of a great writer, as 
pertinent here, as they are juft in ihemfelves. 

•* Since 
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f* Since the underftandings of men ztt fimiUr M 
one another, (at leaft fo much» as that no perfisa 
can ferioufly maintain that tw$ andtwa make/i;/,) 
4id ihey atSlually read only the fame things, and had 
they no previous knowledge to miflead them» tbcy 
could not but draw the fame general conclufions 
from the fame expreflions. But one man having 
formed an hypothefis from reading the fcriptures, 
smother, who follows him, fludies that hypothefis^ 
and refines upon it, and another again refines upon 
him i till in time the fcriptures themfelves are 
little lead by any of them ; and are never looked 
into but with minds prepoflefled with the notions 
9f others concerning them. At the fame time 
ieveral other 9riginal readers and thinkers, having 
formed as many other hypothefes, each of them 
« little different from all the reil, and all of tbem 
being improved upon by a fucceflion of partifans, 
each of whom contributes to widen the difference ; 
ftt lafl no religions whatever, the mod diflind orw 
ginally, are more different from one another, than 
she various forms of ^ne and the fame religion, 

/(^ To remedy this inconvenience, we muft go 
back to firfl principles* We muft begin again, 
.each ef us carefully fludying the fcriptures for our* 
felves, without, the help .of commentators, com^ 
paring one part with another. , And when our 
jRiioda fluU).by this meaoi, have been expofisd to 

the 
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the fame kifliiehcesy we (hall think and fed in iht 
imt mauiner. 

*< Were it poflible for a number of perfons txi 
IDake but »n eflay towards complying with this 
IKlvice, by confining themffWes for the compafs 
€f a fingle year, to tlie dAlj reading of the fcrip« 
tures, without any other rdigtoiM books whatever, 
I am perfuaded,! hat, not wiihl^anding their previous 
diflereoces, rliey wouk) think much better of one 
another than they had done before, l^hey wonU 
all have more nearly the fame general ideas of tha 
contents, and of the chief articles of chriAian faidi 
and duty. By reading the whole themfelvet, they 
could hardly avoid receiving the deepeft tmprefliona 
af the certainty, and importance of the great and 
hiding prindphs ; thofe which they would find 
anoft frequently and eameftly inculcated : and dieir 
particular opinions having come lefs frequently in 
▼iew, would be lefs obftinately retained. It waa 
in this manner, I can truly fay, that I formed thd 
aaoft diiUnguifhing of my opinions in'rcligion^.f^ 

In this manner it appears that Mr. Biddle formetl 
Ihofe fentiments, hy which he was aftcrwarda 
diftiiiguifhed. He gave the holy fcriptures a dili^i' 
gent reading ; and made ufe of no other rule tb 
determine conrroverfies about religion, than the 
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'* Prieftley'e Codfideratiom oa differences of opinion in x&U 
|ion| p. 25i &6« 
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Jcripfunsi and of no other dutbintic intirprettri 
if a (cruple arofe concerning the fcnfe of the fcrip* 
iures^ thin rea/9k*. 

^ This method of ietrling the mind on points of 
ceiigious inquiry, he flrongly recommended to 
Others. *' If thou, chriAian reader, iloft from 
thy heart afpire to the knowledge of God, and his 
Ion Jefus Chrift, wherein, as Chrift himfelf te(H^ 
fiethy eternal life doth confift, John xyii. 3. fetch 
not the beginning thereof either from Socinus (4 
man otherwife of great underflanding in the myri* 
tery of the gofpel), nor from his adver£iries; but 
beii^ mindful of thofe words, Luke x. 22. N^ne^ 
himfith wi§ the fan is but the Father ; and u;h§ 
ibi Futbtr isj but tbefon^ and he to whom thofon 
wli reveal bim ; lay afide, for a while, contro-i 
verfial writings, together with thofe prgudicate 
q^inions that have been inftilled into thine unwary 
Widerfianding, and clofely applying thyfelf to the 
leardi of the new covenant, mod ardently implore 
the grace of Chrift, that he would be pleafed to 
minifeft himfelf and the Father to thee; and 
make no doubt but the true light will at length 
iUumioate the eyes of thy mind, that thou mayeft. 
walk in the way that leadeth unto lifef • 



* Ltfet p. 4. and Teftinonics, p. 8t« ta«io» 
f Sec preface lo a Difcouriit concerning the peace and oon- 
eord of the cburcbi p* B| 31 4* 



So 



( 13 ) 

So faithfully Aid Mr. Biddle himfdf purfue this 
plan of inveftigating divine truths that he derived 
all his learning in matters of religion from the 
ailiduous (tudy of the fcriptures, efpecially the 
new Teftament ; with which he was fo convert 
iant, that he retained it all in his memory verba'* 
tinty not only in engli(h but in greek, as far at 
the fourth chapter of the Revelations. The na« 
tural confequence and advantage of this perfe^ 
and exad knowledge of the new Teilament, it is 
obvious, mud have been a comprehenfive view of 
its contents, a familiar acquaintance with its lan« 
guage and phrafeology, fo as readily to compare it 
together as it occurred to his recoile£lion from 
different places, and a command of the full con* 
•nexion in which any paiTage (lands. 

It alfo appears, that when he firft began to pur« 
fue religious inquiries, and to form his fentiments 
for himfeif, he did not, as many have, immedi* 
ately read the firft writers of the chriftian church* 
For, in a piece he afterwards publiihed, having 
quoted fome paflages from Eufebius, he adds, 
•' Hovi^phinly now doth Eufebius, by the paffaget 
cited out of him, give atteftation to what I hold 
touching the nature of the holy fpirit, fo that one 
¥rou1d think 1 learned it from him ; whereas I 
knew not either of his book, or of what was de« 

B livered 
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fivered therein, a great while after I had delivered 
my opinion*. 

The trad where be thus expreflbs himrelf, 
fiiews indeed, that he afterwards carefully exa- 
mined the fathers, to afcertain their fentimenta 
concerning the one God : but it likewife proves, 
that he had a low opinion of their judgment, or 
of the weight of their teflimony, which he ufed 
merely as an argumentum ad hominem. 

It may be alledged, as a clear proof of the in- 
dependence of Mr. Biddle's mind, and of his 
freedom from the influence of human authority^ 
that he had read no focinian writer when he fet* 
tied his judgment concerning the do^ine of xht 
trinity; though he afterwards looiced into the 
polifh writers of that clafs, 

It is remarkable, that alfo the candid and ex- 
cellent Dr. Lardner, who, amongft the writers of 
this century, takes a lead on the unitarian fide, 
declares the fame of himfelf. " I muft acknow. 
ledge that I have not been greatly converfant with 
the writers of that denomin^ion, (i. e. the foci* 
tiians.) I have never read Crellius de uno De$ 
Patn : though I believe it to be a very good book. 

* The Te(Umom(^S| p. 7. or the fame iaUaltariao tra6ls, v. i. 
f • 17. 

There 
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There is al(b in our own language a cdledion of 
Unitarian tra6i^s, in two or three quartos. But I 
am not acquainted with it. Nor can I remeniber 
that I ever looked into it. I have formed my 
fentiments upon the fcriptures, and by reading 
ftich commentators, chiefly, as are in the bed 
repute. I may add, that tlie reading of the an<4 
cient writers of the church has been of ufe to 
confirm me, and to affift me in clearing di£&cul« 
ties*." 

Whether thefe eminent and able perfons, Biddlo 
and Lardner, attained to the knowledge of the 
truth, every one muft judge for himfelf. But this 
is certain, a method more proper in itfelf, or more 
promifing of fuccefs, could not be adopted, than 
a diligent application to the only authoritative 

♦ A Leiter on tht Logosy written in the year 1730, p^ 55. 
Since the above was drawn up, the author has received a lett^t 
from a learned and judicious correfpondent, a miniiler of 'an 
unitarian fociety amongft the baptifts in Holhnd, Who fayi the 
ftme of himfelE. ^^ I was in the fame c^fe wifh lAr. Lardacf^ 
ind could ufe his words. (See Liadfey'a TwO'.4i&Tttt|pni| 
p. 430 To this tinie, I never had re^d Soqinus^ or fociaian 
writers, Before the woiks of Lindfey, by which my Own fenti« 
neote are enlarged, I read, before^ the year 1 775, no com- 
«ient«torf4 no ancient wriiers of tke •bivcb. A year's ibid^oag 
the old and new Teilamcnt led me into the way of truth. My 
honoured mafler was an Arian, rather Clarkian. More than 
•ne o^ my fnends, after ra^extmplici fBusiif 1«tic trdthlSy read- 
ing alone the fcriptures." 

B a fource 
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Jbvrce of true information on the fubjeft of their 

inquiry, 

' To return to Mr. Btddte. The temper, witb 

iR^hich he profecuted his inquiries, was fuitable to 

the nature and importance of his refearclies. 

As the lucrative profpetS^s of his Qcuation did 
not feduce him into an indifference to the know- 
ledge of divine truth ; fo, we are told, that he 
was influenced in his purfuit of it, not by a vain 
curiofity^ but by " the love of Chrift, who is 
truth and life." His diligent reading of the fcrip- 
tures was accompanied with fervent prayers for 
the divine illumination. The nnintier and Arain 
of his addrefs, prefixed to his Twelve Arguments, 
is a fpecimen and proof of that ferious fpirit which 
he poffefled; and of the pious convidions under 
which his refearches were conducted. 

*^ ChriAian reader, I befeech thee," he writes, 
** as thou tendered thy falvation^ that thou wouldfl 
thoroughly examine the following difputation in 
the fear of God, confidering how much his glory 
is concerned therein*." 

* Thefe arguments were not offered to the public 
with a dedfive tone, and as the refult of a fixed 
determination on the point, which is diicufled in 



. * Twflvc Aripment^ tbe pTff*cf ; or UoiUniB tn^U, ▼• i. 
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Aiem ; but wtth the airowcd de€ga of calUhg forth 
fome able and learned perfima to invcftigate Am 
^(ocftion, and refolve his doubts. 

«• The author," he fays^ «f hath a long tint 
waited upon learned men, for a ht\%h&otj aniwcf 
to thefe arguments; but hath received none. His 
hopes are, that the publifhing of them will be a 
Vieans to produce it ) that he may receive fatisfacw 
tion, and others may be held no longer in fuijpcnfii^ 
who are in travail with an earncA expedatibn as 
weH as he*.** 

Upon Mr. Biddle's examination of the heljf 
icriptures, it appeared to him, that ttie coromoa 
dodrine concerning the trinity was oot wefl 
founded in revelation, much lefs in reafon. B«« 
ing as communicative of hi» fiintiments, when 
occafion offered, as he was free in his inquiries^ 
he fpake of his doubts without referve, and opened 
his reafons for calling the truth of that do6tnne 
Into queftion. This difcovery of his thoughts 
toon alarmed the fears, and inflamed the fpirits^ 
of fome zealots. The charge of berefy «ras 
raifed againft him, and he was fummoned before 
the magiftrates ; to whom he exhibited, on the 
point about which he was accufed, the following 
fconfcflioii of faith, viz. 
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i'f* I USkft that ^thert is but cute hoBiatt to* 
fltaiiglity cflfloicC) called God. 

gu I believe, tbat^ m there is but one infinite 
Mi aUni^bty^efleDce^ fo there it but ooe perfon 
Id that efltoce. 

: 3* .1 bdieve that our favioor Jefus Chrift i$ truly 
God* by being truly, really and properly united 
lo the 'only perfoa of the infinite and almighty 
fflcQce.' 

i*. This. copftffiM. was made Maya, 1644. It 
luled of pving fatisiaSion to the ma^ftrates^ who 
orged him to be more expEcit concerning the 
plurality, cl p€r&ns in the divine efience. Ac* 
GOfdin^y, about four days after, knowing that 
the word j^^n, when a&ribed to the divine Be- 
ing,, was ufed in various ftn&s, both by the an-« 
pient fathers and modern writers, he confefied, 
that there were three in that one divine efience, 
commonly termed, perfons^ 
.> ^ B)r this it appears,'*^ oblerves the author of 
Ids Jife» ^ tfaatihow dtftin£l ibever might be his 
COnceptioBfii concernmg the trinity, yet he was not 
determinate enough in bis expfefiing of that mat-* 
ler, as hehseame not long after.'* Mn Biddle's 
fecond coafeflioQ was indeed clearfy contradidory 
to the firft which he exhibited. But candour wilt 
make every allowance for a man, probably intimi- 
4ai^ by did proQ^'of a prifbn j iduaie mind 
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lict fiiUjr made up on a queffion involved iff 
fhe intricacies of fcholaftic controverfy, and whoft 
holy fortitude was as yet in the firft feeble ftage of 
itsexercife. 



SECTION III. 
His Trad entitled Twelve ArgumentS9 *"■ 

In whatever darknefs or ambiguity the language 
oT Mr. Biddle was involved, when he was fum-^ 
moned a fecond time^ to make a confeffion of his 
faith ; it refle£ls honour on his fincerity and for- 
titude, that, afterwards, he cxprefled himfelf with 
greater clearnefs and precifron. Inftead of defin- 
ing from inquiries which had already threatened^^ 
nay, endangered, his fecurity and peace, he refumed 
them with new vigour, and with a ferious ^rit of 
piety and earneft prayer to almighty God for his 
affiflance, he purfued his examination of the fcrip- 
tures, on the point in difpute, with greater atten« 
tjon and care. 

•' A love of facred truth is hardly confident 
leAth an abfolute indiflference about its rcceptioilf 
10 the world*'! The mind of Mr. Biddle, it ap- 

p^an. 
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fmiff 1r» as tS&r^ ta impart, at ir waa folkitoat 
t» g^ the knowledge of dLvine thk^. Hia rc^ 
iolatioo to aver and communicate his cmceptioiM 
kept pace with the convictions which he.obtabicd 
on the points he invefligated. For as he pro- 
ceeded in his refearches, he conferred with his 
friends on the fubjeA and refult of his inquiries, 
and freely opened his mind on the queAions con- 
cerning one God and three perfons. 

AmongA other communications that he made 
to his acquaintance, was a paper, entitled, ^^ Xwehi 
Arguments^ drawn out of the fcripture, wherein 
the commonly received (pinion touching the deity 
of the holy fpirit is clearly and fully lefuted,'^ 
Thefe arguments were drawn up in the form of 
fo many fyllogifms^ and each was illuftr^ed and 
fupported by diftind explanations and reafonuiigs* 
. To many, who with the author do not embract 
the common do^rine of th^ trinity, his argiw 
inents, under thofe logical propofitions^ will ap« 
pear to reft more on the found of words, than to 
be derived from a liberal interpnetation of fcrip* 
ture^ and an enlarged acquaintance with its idioms 
and language. 

They all proceed on this principle 9bA are 
meant to eftabli(h it, yisw that the holy ipirjt is a 
jperfon or intelligent being. The faoie opirdoo 
pf.the diftin£t jperfooality of the boiy fpirit has 

been 
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been advanced and defended by confiderable wri« 
tcrs*, who have denied his deity. But the moft 
full and candid view of the language of fcripture, 
on this head, has been given us by the excellent 
Dr. Lardnerf • 

The point elucidated and argued in this tra£l 
is, ** that by the words, the /pirit^ the fpirit of 
*^ God^ and the fpirit of the lord^ which occur in 
*' the old Teftament, is meant, not a being or an 
•* intelligent agent ; but a power, a gift, a favour^ 
•* a bleffing: and that by the phrafes, the fpirit^ the 
•* holy fpirit y the holy ghoji^ the fpirit ofGodyXh^ 
^^ fpirit oftruthy the comforter^ in the new Tefta- 
** ment, is alfo meant a gift, or the plentiful ef- 
^* fufion of miraculous and fpiritual gifts,** Were 
it not to incur the cenfure of dogmatifing, and 
ufing too decifive a tone, one would be tempted to 
pronounce this piece of Dr. Lardner*s (zM%h&,Qrf 
and unanfwerable*^ 

s. 

* Sec Dr. Scott't Demonftration of tbe (cripture dio^In^ oi 
tbe trinity, and an Appeal to tbe common fenfc of all chriftiai^ 
people. 

< 

r • 

+ A letter concerning the Logoi, written in tWyear 1730^ 
tbe firft poftfcript. The point has been very lately difcuffcd, and^ 
dofely argued in an ingenious little traft, entitled, " The Im- 
« per fonality^ of ike holy fpirit. ^ Printed lot Joha MsTiTomf^ 

f I787-" 
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fioce fuch an expofition is not only contnirjr M 
common fenfe, but alfo to other places of fcrip- 
ture, wherein this kind of fpeaking perpetually 
£gniiieth an union in confent and agreement, or 
the like, but never an union in ei&nce. To omit 
other facred writers, this very apoftle in his gof- 
pel, ch. xvii. verfes ii, 2i» 22, 23^ ufeth this 
iameexprelTion fix times, intimating no other but 
an union of agreement : yea, in verfe 8. of this 
very chapter in his epifUe, he ufeth it in the fame 
fenfe. For though the expreffion varieth fome* 
vrhat in the ordinary greek Teftament, in that 
the prepofition <k is prefixed, (although the' com- 
plutenfian bible readeth it, m$ t« <» tKrur, in both 
yerfes) yet is the fenfe the fame; this latter being 
fpoken after the hebrew idiom, the former accord* 
ing to the ordinary phrafe: for confirmatioa 
whereof fee Matt. xix. ver. 5 and 6^ together ia 
the original. Wherefore this expreffion ought 
to be rendered alike in both verfes ; as the former 
interpreters did it, though the latter interpreters 
in V. 8. have rendered it agree in onej putting the 
glofs indead of the tranflation*. 

On Ifaiah vi. q, 10. Mr. Biddle obferves that 
it is argued that the holy fpirit is the Lord j becaufe 

• Twelve arg-iments, in iimo, 1647. p. 19, 20* or Unitso 
•iaotu^i V, 1. p. 9. 

on 
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-©n x:ofn{n!riag tlws text with A&$ xxviS. 25, 
36) 27. thar which in Ifaiah.is attributed to the 
Lord, is in tlie A&s afcrlbed to the holy fpirit. 
which kind of arguing, though it be very frequent 
with them, is yet very frivolous : for at this rate, 
lie adds, I may alfo conclude, that becaufe what 
is attributed to tiie Lord, Exod. xxxii. 11. is in the 
yxh verfe of the fame chapter afcribed to Mofes : 
therefore Mofes is the Lord. And bcc^fe vvhat 
is attributed to the Lord in Ifaiah Ixv. j. is in the 
xth of Romans, verfe 20. afcribed to Ifaiah, thercr 
forclfa'ah is the Lord. And becaufe what is at- 
tributed to God, 2 Tim. i. 8, 9. is by Paul at- 
tributed to himfclf, I Cor. jx. 22. and to Timo- 
thy, I Tim. iv. 16. therefore Paul, yea, Timo- 
thy, is God ♦. 

Thcfe remarks are capable of an extenfive 
application ki the difpute concerning; the eflence of 
Chfift, and his fequality with the Father.' Th^ 
laft obftrvation in particular, afFe<5ls almoft the 
whole feries o( arguments in vindication of that 
opinion. 

The tra<ft, of which we are now fpeakihg, 
though originally drawn up for the perufal of hiis 
friends, and for private ufe, was followed with the, 

• •■* 

• As beforcj page 25| ty. or Unitarian tra^fy v« i. p. i»«7 
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mod feriovs confequences to the aullior, and with 
•M great revolution in his condition. 
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SECTION IV. 
Prociidings agalnji Mr. Biddle. 

There Is no z3t of iniquity to which fatfe zeal 
hath not prompted men. It hath not only drawn 
the fword and kindled the fire, to reftrain and pu- 
ni(h what has been deemed heretical pravity, but, 
when open and obvious proofs of it have not lain 
againd a perfon, by interrogatories and tortures, 
it hath extorted confcflions on which to ground % 
convi£lion. It liath conflrued fufpicions into 
proofs. It hath invited or difpofed men to vio- 
late the confidence of friendHiip, and given a 
fant^ion to perfidy. Of this the hidory of Mr. 
Biddle furnifhes a melancholy proof. 

The iwelvi arguments noticed in the laft fec- 
tion, were communicated among others, to one^ 
V^hp, while Mr. Biddle mod probably thought 
him a fincere inquirer after truth, (hewed himfelf 
unworthy of any confidence. For, inAead of 
weighing the force of the reafoning, or endeavour. 

ina 
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ing, in the intercourfes of private friendfhi(>, t^ 
convince^ Mr. Biddle of its fallacy, he was un« 
generous CROugh to betray him to the magift rates 
of Glouceiler, and to the committee of the par- 
liament, tliat then refided there. 

The confequence of this information being 
lodged againft him was, that he was committed 
to the common goal, December 2, 1645. This 
commitment was cruel and peculiarly affli£^ive to 
him : for he was, at the time, ill of a dangerous 
fever. The defign of his imprifonment was to 
fecure his peifon, till the parliament fhould take 
cognizance of the affair. The feverity of this 
proceeding, happily, was foon mitigated by the 
interpofitiont^racompaflionate friend, a perfon of 
eminenee in Gloucefter, who procured his en« 
largement, by giving bail for his appearance, whea 
the parliament (hould fee fit to call him to their 
)>ar. 

. About June, 1646, archbifhop Uflier, pafling 
through Glouceder, in his way to London, had 
a conference with Mr. Biddle, refpe^ting his fen« 
timents concerning the trinity, and endeavoured 
io convince him that he was in an error, but 
without effed. 

- Six mpnths after he was fet at liberty, Mr. 
Biddle was fummoned to appear at Weftminfter^ 
and die parliament immediately chofc a commit- 
* - . C a tee, 
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« 

lee> ^o whom the cognixaDce of hisxaafe vis ns^ 
&rred. Upon his examinatioa he freely and eaui« 
didiy confeficd, ^ That he did deny the coova 
monly*. received opinion concecning the deity o£ 
the holy ghod, as.. he was accu&d; hot that bi 
^4$ te»dy to hear what could be oppofed to him,, 
ind if be could not make out his opii^ioa to bi 
tEue, hon<Aty lo aofcnowledge Mf errar.'' 

He was urged ta dedare his &ininwBtS) con^ 
eeming the dejty of Chrid^ bift he prodentli^ 
waved tl)e quefiiQii^ as not being to the point oii 
^bich he vf»$ accufed, >nd as it was «t fubjodl 
which he bad not fufficieiuly (hid'ed^ pubKcljr t<» 
engage hin^felf on it, ; 

\ Though he endeaYOured to have hSa js^ff^k 
brought to a conduiion op the fingie xitieftton^ 
>^hich «idn« waa properly bc&ff<e his judges^ n^ 
^eciSon WAt paflT&d, but he waa weajriod oqt fay 
tedious and expenfive delays. This induced hittt^ 
at th^difltncdi of H&tefia naopths from his 6r& oitn- 
Initin^nt, to addnefs one of. tlie committee, fir 
Henry Van^, in a letter dated April r, 1647^ ia 
wiueh hefolidta and befeeches that gentiemao, if 
he had any bowels towards the ^diilreififd, either 
to procure his difcharge, or at leaft to make a re*^ 
pdrt to the houfe, touchiog his denial of the (bp- 
pofed deity of tliciioly fptrlt^ ; 

la tbisieCter be plainly, and fully, exprefied Jus 
t - . idsis^ 

t » ■ m 
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ideas concerning the natare and officer of the holf 
f^irit. ** As for my opinion touching the holy' 
fpirit, it is that I believe the holy fpirit to be the 
chief'of all miniflering fpirits, peculiarly fent out 
from heaven, to minifter on their belia!f that (halt 
inherit falvation ; and 1 <iO place him, both ac* 
cording to the fcriptures and the primitive chrifw 
tians, and by name Judin Martyr, in'his apology^ 
m the third rank after God and Chrift, giving hint 
a pre-eminence over alt the reft of tile heavenly 
hoft. So. that as there is one principal fpirit 
an:tongft the evil angels, known in fcripturc by th« 
name of fatany or the aiherfary'^^y or the unclean f 
fpirit^ or the €vil fpirit of God %j ov t\\t ffirit of 
GodXy or ti\e fpirip% by way of eminence; even 
fo there is one principal fptrii (I borrow this ap- 
pellation from, the feptuagint, ^ho render the 
laft claufe of the tith verfe of pfalm Ik in this 

manner, irnvfuvri ii7f/M»MM; 9Tfp»^oy /M, fpiritu prin-m 
fipalifklci me ; ftablifb fne with thy principal fpirit): 
there is I iky one principal^ fpirit, amongft the good* 
angels^ calleit by the name of the advocate or the^ 
holyfpirity or the fpirit §, by way of eminencci 
I " '. • - 

♦ I Pet. 5.8. f Zccb. J3. 2. 

X Infupport of the application of thcfc terms to falan, Aitf*. 
^, referito \ Sam. xvi. i^ 16, and laft vcrft; and x Kings,, 
HxH. at. See the oiiginaL . ■ : > 

\ John xvi, 7. Ephcf. iv. 30, Nch. ix. 20. k €or. vif. 40* 
Ads X* 19. ' 
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fhil opfniQn ^fmmQ is attcAed by the i«b<^ teaM 
i^f ihe fcripttttc;, whic^ p^rpc tusiUy fpeaketli of biiol 
3|§ 4iff<rihg fcom Qod^ ao4 ioforior to hun *.'* : 
^wTheni after an eautperatkiifi of many textt^ 
frbiich in his apprcdoofi^n, (i«i?idfdjy fun^orted 
bi^ fentimenUt hi? adds fqrne pertiflcnt refieftiDnt 
09 tho impoFtaiu:^ cif ihe queftioo,, aod the na^ 
^ivr^ of ihfl prQcc»}iirigi agaioA bmi« . 
, ^» Bebpid now," feyi he, ** the cwlb for wMcb 
{ H%Ye Ueq wider perfecutlon, raifed s^aioA me k^ 
9oy adverfarie99 who being enable to jiiftify by 
•fgumeiit their praSbice of giving glory tp tlur 
I^^ly fyku% as God,^ in ili« end of their prayers^ 
iS^ce ^here is neitheir pr^cef^ nor example for it ia 
nil thQ fcriptvre, and being taxed by me for giv- 
lAg the glery of God to anoither, and ^rorffaipping 
^hat he hath not commanded, nor ever camq 
jnto hi3 heart, have in a cruel and unchrinian 
neianner rcforted to ilte arm ^ fk(hv and iniii-^ 
ga,tqd the magiftrate againd me, bopiog by his 
(word (not that of the fpirit) to uphold theif 
^ilUwor(hip ; but in vain, (ince every plant tbal 
the heavenly Fatlier hath not fet (hall be rootedt 
up« And that the pra(!)ice of worfhipping the 

* TwjclYf aT.gun)f ntf. Lettcf to ^ member of ptrlUment, pi 
or Unitaiiun lraft-| vol; i» p. 12, , 

hdly 
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iM^jr fpirit of God, m God^ is fiicb- % p{afit %» 
Qtod neycr fel id his word,* w«miU foon afipetir to^ 
the honourable liouTe, coiiU the^ be fo fiur pr«#« 
tailed wkh^ as^ haviog Ud afde aJL p«ej|ttdicfi^ 
itnoufly to wdgh the skaay and rojid proofs thM 
I produce for my opioioo out oi tb« fcripturfi^ 
together with itbe ftigfa^ or raihcf no propfs- of 
the a(hrer& party loir dbeir irpiniorvs which they 
themfclvfis know not what to make of> but that 
they endfayour to defude both, themfelvos wnd 
others with peHbrtaIities> modct^ Cohftancct^ ami 
fuch Uce faraiti-ftck notions^ that have neilber fkp 
aor fenfe jn^ themy and were firA jiatehed fa9.:tbo 
Ubnhf of Satan in ibn headt oif platomtky ttt 
pervcYt the^worflup of thv tnot Godr 

^ Neither could this cofstrovitcfy bofet oafbnt 
m a fitter jun£lure o^ tinae than thii,, whefeki.tho 
porjiament and the kingdom have foleomly^er^^ 
ibcv^khts t^ refocm rdigton both kt difctpJino 
and do£ljine; For, amongft all; the corruptiooa itt 
dofime,. which certainly are niaay^ there is none 
that more defervcth to be amended than tbiv diae 
fb palpably ihwarteth the whole tenonr of tho 
icrtpeure^ aod trenchcth to tliA very ohjftSt of otf 
werfhip, and^ tlievefbre ought not to be lightly 
pa^d over by a maa that pirofe^h himself d 
chriftian, muclv more a rcfonaifir. Godisjeakios 

of hii honouTy. and viB not gjeftt k to. anc^faesa 

we 
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we theinefore, as beloved children, (hould imitate 
our heavenly Father therein, and not 4]pon any 
pretence wbatfoever depart from his expreft com-' 
mand, and give the worfhip cf the Supreme Lord 
of Iieaven and earth to bim whom the fcripturc 
no where affirmeth to be God. 

*^ For my own particular^ after a long nnpar<* 
tial inquiry of the truth, in this controverfy, and 
after much and earned calling upon God, to give 
unto me the fpint of wifdom* and revelation in 
the knowledge of him -, I find myfelf obliged, 
both by the principles of reafon and (cripture, to 
embrace the opinion I now hold forth, and as 
tnuch asin me lyetb, to endeavour that the honouf 
of almighty God be not transferred to anothert 
not only to the offence of God himfelf, but -alfo 
of his holy fpirit, who cannot but be grieved to 
have that ignorantly afcribed to himfetf, which is 
proper to God that fends him, and which he na 
where challengeth to himfelf in fcripture* 
. «< What^ali befall me in the purfuance of this 
work, I refer to the di^fal of almighty God, 
whofe glory is dearer to me, not only tliati my 
liberty, but than my life. It will be your part, 
honoured fir, into whofe hands God hath put 
iuch an opportunity, to examine the bufinefs im* 
partially, and to be an helper to the truth, confi* 
dcring that this coatroverfy k of the greateft im« 
'-'* portance 
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poptance In the world, and tiut the dtvioe truth 
{bffcf ^ h^rfelf not to b^ dc4>ifed fcot-free. 

** Neither let the meannefs of my outward 
prefatice deter you from (lirrii^, fincc it is the 
parr of a wife inan, »$ in all things, fo efpecialif 
in matters of religion, not to regard fo much «ba 
it \$ that fpaaketh, as wliat it \s that is fpolcen ; 
fenieiBbering how our faviour in thegofpel faith^ 
ihatGod if w<)nt td hide his focrets from the wife 
^nd prudent, and to reveal ;theai unto childreai 
Jn which nuaiber I wtUin^y .reckon m^lf, bting 
confeious of my own perfonal weaknefe, but wdt 
#0ure4 of the evidence and iltength of the fcrip*- 
lure to bear me out in this ca\ife*.*' ": 

The-^iTedl of this piQiis and humble remoiM^ 
^rjinfie.was, that £r Henry Vane, t« wiiom it vaa 
uddr^^t (hewed himfcif a frietid to Mr. Biddk^ 
#nd reported his cafe to the houic. The rafult 
)i7s»s^ not fiivourdble to Mss Biddle^s ceunfort and 
lid^ty^ for he was ccxmrnitted to the cuftody ^ 
itfve of the oflicerfi cf the houfe of conimons[, smd 
4)e was coi^tiniied binder this.reftraint for the fivt 
jfbl|Qwif)g. )^atrt» Jji the mean time the matter 
was referred to the confideration of the affembtf 
<tf divioei, then fitting at Wedminfier^ before 

. : • . ■■■... ■ . ■ ^ I 

'i ♦ Twelve «rgbni«Hte. The Letter written to aceitain koJ^gfi!;, 

\' . fom«^ 
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fcitne of whom he often appeared, and gave thctir, 
in writing, his twelve arguments againd the deity 
bf the holy fpirit. 

The anfwer to his arguments, which h& re* 
xeived at any of thefe interviews, was not fatif- 
fiiAory or convincing to his mind. This induced 
Iiim to print them in the year 1647, in hopes that 
|he publication of them would not pnly give the 
«vorld a fair fiate of his cafe, but excite attention 
to the queAion. It was accompanied with an 
addrefs ta the impartial reader, figned J. H. in 
Vfhich the writer expreifed his own and the au- 
thor^$ earneft hope, that the publtcatbn of theft 
arguments wduld engage fonie one to attempt a 
feiid reply to them ; fuch t reply, as wocild not 
merely tax his arguments with being weak and 
invalid, but, by clear and firong reafonings, would 
refute them, and carry conviftion to inquifitive 
Und doubting iTiinds : A reply, tliat did not fubfti* 
tiite railing for argument, and fupply the defi- 
dency of its proofs by the bitternefs of its in* 
yc<3ivcs. " At thefe rates," he obferved, •* the 
weakeft man might cafily fubveit. the ftrongeft 
^ontroverfy.** 

l^his preface alio befpoke and- mtreated the 

reader's very ferious attention to the arguments 

laid before him i ^\ as to a matter which affecSted 

. the divine glory, and his own falvatiQi) ^^^ the aiH 

thpf 
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thor requeOed him " at any hand to forbear con- 
oemning his opinion as erroneous, liil'he was able 
to bring pertinent and folid anfwers to all his 
arguments.'* 

To fupprefs the piece, and to prohibit tlie pra«* 
grcfs of inquiry, it was jn'My obfcrved, could 
•* no ways unfcruple doubting fpinis :" amongft 
whom for the prefent the writer nurtibered him- 
felf, expedling an anfwer to tiiefe cnfuing argu« 
inents, adding, in the language ot a pious and* 
ingenuous mind ; and that ^* God will be with 
bim that undertaketh it, and write in a fpirit of 
meeknefs, and of wjfdonr., in the revelation and 
knowledge of truth, (hall be the matter of his 
prayers, who defircs the truth nr^ay be cleared up, 
aad (bine like the noon-day, and all error con* 
founded, and vanifb before truth, like a mid be- 
•forethefun.'* J. H,» 

The publication of this tra<£l raifed a great 
alarm, and it was called in and burnt by the 
common hangman. But this illiberal mode of 
fuppreiTing the work, and flifling inquiry, had 
only a fhort and temporary effed^. This piece, 
with two other trads, was reprinted by the author 
in 1653, and it was pubhOied a third time, aniiongft 
the Unitarian trads, in 4to, in the year i69i»- 
7*0 which the life of the author was prefixed. 

^ Twelve argumeati, in lamo. 164^*^ 

SEC- 
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SECTION V. 

Mr. BiddU publishes his C^nfejft^n of Fakh^ and 
Tiflimsnies of the Fathers^ 

Mr, Bkldfj appears to have pofltflTed a firmneft 
of mind, 'which not only fupporied him under the 
idark clouds that gathered roui^d him^ btit enabled 
bim to purfue his inquiries^ and. to poblifh, with 
fieadincfs and freedom, Ws fcntiments concerning 
the points for which he fufiercd.^ For, being yet 
io prifon, be printed, in 1648, a ConfeJJion offaifh 
€^merning tlie holy trinity, according X6 the 
fcripture^ with the Tfflimonies of fcveral of the 
fathers on ibis head* 

In the conclufion of the preface to the Confef 
Ji$n of faith^ he frankly cxprefles himfelf on the 
dcfignof this^^puWica'ion, and the importance of 
itsobjed. ** I have,'* fays'hcj " here prefeh ted' 
you with a Confeffion of faith tbuching the holf 
trinity, exa6^1y drawn out of the fcriptures, with 
the texts alledged at large, that foyou may the 
better judge how fuirable the fame is to the word 
cf God, 

** Neither Irnve I other aim in the publication 
thereof than to reftore * that pure and genuine 
knowledge of God deKvered in the fcrlpture, and 

which 
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which hath for many hundred years been hiddett 
from the eyes of men, by the corrupt glofles and 
traditions of Antichrift, who hath inftead thereof 
obtruded upon them I know not what abfurd and 
uncouth notions, bearing them in hand that ig- ^ 
xiorance is the mother of devotion, and that they 
then think and fpeak bed of God, when their 
conceits and words are mod irrational and fenfe- 
lefs. . By which means, having renounced thofe 
tjuiddities and ftrange terms, that have vitiated 
the fimplicity of the fcripture, and having laid 
afleep the contentations arifing from them, we 
(hall at length unanimoufly with one mouth glo- 
rify the God and Father of our lord Jefus 
Chrift*." 

The preface, which clofes with the preceding 
paragraphs, is occupied with a full reprefentation 
of the evils, of which Mr, Biddle conceived the' 
dodrine of the trinity had been produdive, hav- 
ing, as he expreffeth it, ** not only made way 
for the idolatrous pollutions of the Roman Anti- 
chrift, but, lying at the bottom, corrupteth almoft 
our whole religion." 

To illuftrate atid confirm this ailertion, he ob- 
ferves, that the common opinion touching three 

♦ See the ConfcCTion of faith, i2mo« 164^8, or Uoiiariaa * 
UaGiif 4to, V. 1. trad ii. 1691. 
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perfons in God, fubverteth theunity of God, (o 
frequently inculcated in the fcripture ; and that it 
bindereth men 6x)cn praying according to the pre- 
fcript of the goTpel, which in(lru£ts us to sfk. of 
God the holy fpirit, and to pray to )iim through 
}}i% fon Jefus Chrifi, which implieth that God is 
the Father only. 

He.aUb confiders the tenet of three perfons^ in 
God as incompatible with the love and honour 
which we owe to the moft high God ; this is the 
higheji love and honour that it is in our power to 
cxerQfe, and of which on€ per/on only czn be the 
otye^l, who can be the Father only ; for the fon 
and fpirit, as the names import, deriving from 
him, can be only fecondary objeSs of honour 
and love; in fubordination to the Father, and 
with reference to the powers and characters re* 
oeived from him. 

He reprefents it as another confequence of the 
common opinion, that it thwarteth the idea, 
which men naturally entertain of God, as the 
Being who is the firft caufe of all things, exifting 
of himfelf only, and ail others from him. It 
looks, therefore, like an attempt to deprive men 
of their underftanding, and in a point of the 
greateft importance, to afcribe fupreme deity to 
two other perfons befides the Father, i. e. to 
afcribe the charader of the firA caufe, of felf- 

exigence, 
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tjtiAence, to beings who areanifed^ dr^ aco6rd- 
ing to the orthodox (tyle, to the ibn, who is bci^ 
gotten of the Father, and to the holy fpirit, which 
proceedeth from both. 

Another confequence of this dodrine, he alfe 
remarks, is, that it is a fludibling-biock to thfe 
ancieht people of God, the jews, and is a bar to 
thdr reception of chriftiahity.^ '* For they, hav*- 
iog formerly fmarted for their idolatry, are now 
giown exceeding cautious of a tenet looking th4t 
way.** He concludes with remonftrating onthe 
tSeSt which the doiSh-itie of the trinity has, iti 
iihpeding the accompliflnhint of the prophecy 
long fince delivered by Zechariah, ch. xiv, .^^ 
*' In that day the Lord fhall be one, and his 
name One." Whdvas, the partifans of this 
doSrine contend, that the Lord is three, calling 
him Deum trinum^ and that his name is not Onlf^ 
bat threes even the Father, the fon, and' the holy 
ghoft. 

Having thus freely arraigned the common doo- 
trine of the trinity, the author, in the following 
treatife, dates and endeavours to eflabltlh his o«m 
ideas on the fubjeci. This be does under the 
form of fix articles or propofftions, each of whidh 
is feparately iliuOrattd by a full difcuffion of the 
principles it exhibits, and- by a topious difplaylif 
reafonings and divine authorities in proof of its 
Uuth. 

Da A fe* 
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. ' A feledion of the three firft articles may be 
entertaining and infiriKSive, as well as fumifh a 
fpecimen of this performance. 

I. ** I believe that there is one moft high God, 
, creator of heaven and earth, and firft caufe of all 
•things pertaining to our falvation, and confe- 
quently the uhimate object of our faith and wor- 
ship ; and that this God is none but the Father of 
^ur lord Jefus Chrift^-the iirft perfon of the holy 
trinity. 

II. " I believe that there is one chief Ton of 

the moft high God, or fpiritual, heavenly, and 

perpetual lord and king, fet over the church by 

.God, and fecond caofe of all things pertaining to 

.our.faivation, and confequently the interxnediate 

objedl of our faith and worfhip ; and that this Ton 
. of* the moft high God is none but Jefus Chrift, 
the fecond perfon of the holy trinity *• 

III. *' I believe that Jefus Chrift, to the intent 
he might be our brother, and have a fellow-feel- 
ing of our infirmities, and fo become the more 
ready to help us (the.confideration whereof is the 

, greateft encouragement to piety that can be ima« 

.gined), hath no other than a human nature, arul 

. therefore in this very nature is not only a perfon 

(fince none but an human peribn can be our bro4 

ther), but alfo our lord, yea, our God.'' 

* See p. 4a. on the ofe of this word *< trinity,'* 

Wer« 
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Were vre «o % before tlie itadkr tfMs iriuItriK 
iIm$ 4lnd proofs broogttt forward, nrvder every 
«rticle, we mud re-publi(h thctraft at fuH letigih ; 
yet it may be acceptable to point out foihe remarte 
^hkh are reoom amended to oiar attention by their 
jiorehy, or iiApdnantiBy or force* 

Und^ (he firft article he confidefs th6 ttHf^ 
Qttu i. 26. Lit us make man,, as addrelled to the 
lioty fpirit, whom he conceiifes to be reprefenttfd 
in verfe 2* Pf. ciy. 30. and Job xxvi. 13. as thfe 
hiflnimeftt of God in th% creation ; upon whtdi 
iie ftarts :thts queftion : ^ Had the fon of- God, 
Chrift Jeftis,been alfo employed in creating Adatn^ 
would he not likewife have been mentioned \h 
the hfftory of the creation } Was it not as mate- 
ria), and altogether of as great confeqiience, for 
Mofes and the jews to have known, that the foi% 
of God, Chrift Jefus, was employed by God, in 
seating Adam, as the holy fpirit.*' 

He grants that the holy fcripture attribatetli 
creation to Chrift ; but then he remarks, that bf 
the nature of the thing itfelf, by the circumftancei 
of the places, and by exprefs worcts, it appears 
that not the firft but (econd creation^ or the re«* 
du£Hon of things into a new (late or order^ is~ 
meant. 

He argues that Chrift exprefsfy precludes our 
caoceif ing of him as the creator of Adam> when 

D 3 bo 
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.he^ifcribes it to another being. Matt. ig. 14. in 
that dclcription, H£ that made thtm. He coafi- 
ders this notion as. totally incompatible widi the 
language of Peter and Paul concerning Chrift : 
th^ former fpeaking of him as fon-prdditud^ or 
fort' known before the foundation of the. worlds 
which can be faid pnly of things that are to come, 
and are not already in being. The latter, Rom. 
T. 14. defcribing Adam as the type of him that was 
4o come^ or as the greek, was to be, fAiAXoylof. Could 
>^dam be a type of a being already exifling I or 
mras the creator of Adam yet to be ', as yet to ex- 
sft ? or can it be faid of any one, that he is to be^ 
.'when he is already in being. 

Under the fecond article, he argues that Phil. 
-2. 5* cannot be underwood to fpeak of vvhat is cal- 
led the incarnation ; becaufe the apoAle exhorting 
Xhe Philippians to. humility, from the example of 
Chrift, mud be fuppofed to draw his argument 
from fome initance that was confpicuous, and had 
been vifible to fight and contemplation, which 
the incarnation could not be. He further urges, 
that^ in this paflage, the apoftle fpeaks of our lord 
only as a man. 

; On 1 Cor. viii. 6. By whom are all thing Sy he 
remarks, by all things are not here meant all 
things (imply, but all things pertaining to our 
, Iklvution, as is evident from this, that the apoftle 
. ' ; fpeaketh 



Ijpeaketh of diriffians, and puttetb an aiiicle: bdfore 
the word all in the greek, which iroplieth reArie^ 
tion*. 

In difcufTing the third article concerning the 6x\Qt 
humanity of Chrift, having quoted 2 Tim. ii. 5. 
-John iiia 13. vi. 62. viii. 40, iii. 14. 15. 
Matt. ix. 6, 7, 8. Matt. xvi. 27, 28. Dan. vii. 
13, 14. he obferveth, " that the moft eitcdlerft 
things, which are in the fcripture, attributed tv 
Chrid, are attributed to him hot only under the 
notion, but alfo under the very name of a man*^*\ 

In the title of the trad, which we are reviewing, 
ftands the word trinity^ and it frequently occurs in 
the following pages, as a term adopted by the au- 
thor to convey a fcriptural. truth. This, confix 
dering the main drift and tendency of the treatift^ 
may furprize the reader. It may, certainly, be 
concluded from hence, that he^ had no objcAion 
to the ufe of ihe word ; whether it was doiie with 
a deiign moreeaGly to iniinuate hrs ideas of the 
fcripture dodrine on this point, viz. that it con* 
fifteth of one God^ one lord^ and one fpirit\ Of 
whether it proceedeth from the mere force of early 
habit, which often laft of all permits us to give 
up words, though we may long before have dif* 
carded the ideas generally afiixed to them. ■ 
•»■<*■' ^ 

• 111 » T« flr«v7<u 
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"But it is not duly coofidered ihitt die tdfe df 
^MMfds, to which cufiom has long aflbced a pecu- 
liar fenfe^ will continue to awaken In the miiid 
Adfe ideas which they hare generally been ecn<* 
lyioyed to expre&; and that the force of the old 
fifieaning will prevail over any gbfs or ioterpreta* 
4ifon^ Imth which we may accompany them. 
Woidd we get rid of error, we nraft lay afide the 
tinm under, which it has been clothed, as well m 
vifaplode the ideas themfelves* Atleaft this flsouM 
ftb 'done with refped to fach terms as, like the 
mord ^ulmty,'' have no fimdiohfrdm the language 
«f fcripture, but are foidy human niv^entions. 

Mr. Biddk's oonfeffion of £iith was foon foe* 
ceeded by another trad, entitled, Tlie TfiSTi« 
atfoNiEs of Iracneus, Juflin Martyr, Novatiatius, 
Theophilus (who lived the two firft centuries af«- 
$tr Chrift was bom, or thereabouts) as alfo Arno«> 
&iu5, Ladlantius, Eufebius, Hilary, and Brigiit- 
man ; concerning that one God and the perfotis 
of HOLY TRINITY. Together with obfervations 
ml the fame, printed at London, 

It may appear inconfiftent with the avowed 
fyrindples of Mr. fiiddle, who profei&d to derive 
his fentiments folely from the fcfiptures, that he 
(hould jnake an appeal to human leftimonies* 
The reafon and propriety of bis adopting this 

mode 
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node of arguing are ftated by himfelf at the dofe 
of this piece/ 

** Thofe human teHimonies above- writ ten 
have I alledged, not that I much regard them as 
to myfelf (who make ufe of no other rule to de- 
termine controverfies about religion, than the 
fcripture \ and of no other authentic interpreter^ 
-if a fcruple arife concerning the fenfe of fcripture, 
than reafon) but for the fake of the advcrlaries, 
who continually crake the fathers^ the fathers. 
And though fuch of them as diilent from the 
■ church of Rome, lay afidethis plea, when they 
-have to do with papifts about fundry points of con- 
.troverfy ; yet do they take it up again^ in a man- 
►ner waving the fcripture, when they argue with me. 
" For it is apparent that the fathers of the two 
firft centuries, or thereabouts, when the judg'- 
ments of chriflians were yet free, and not enflaved 
< with the determinations of councils, aflerted tl^e 
- Father only to be that one God, and fo were in 
the main right as to the faith concerning the 
HOLY TRINITY, howevcf they went awry in 
imagining two natures in ChriA, which came to 
pafs, (as we before hinted) partly becaufe they 
were great admirers of Plato, and accordingly (as 
Ju(lusLip(iusfomewherefaith)did in outward pro^ 
fejjion fo put on Chrift^ as that in heart they did 
not put off Plato^ wittily applying his high nq- 

tions 
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ticms, touching the creation of the world, to what 
was (Imply and plainly fpoken of the ihan Chrift 
Jefos, in relation to the gofpel by the apoAle 
John ; partly that they might thereby avoid thie 
fcandal of worfhipping a crucified man^ a thing 
then vefy odious amongft the jews and pagans, and 
now amongft deluded chriftians ^.^ 

Amongft other pafiages cited by Mr. Biddle 
from the ancient chridian writers, is that from 
Juflin Martyr, lately quoted by Dr. Prieftley^ 
whofe inferences from it have been controverted 
by his opponents. It may therefore be accepts^ 
ble to the reader^ if we lay before him Mr. Bid- 
dle's tranilation of thepafiage, and remarks on it. 

** Ntverthelefs^ O Tryphon, Jhid /, this Wf- 
n^ineth fafe^ that fuch a 9ne is the Cbriji of God^ 
although I cannot demonjtrate that he wasy ' before^ 
the/on of the maker 4f all things^ being a gody and 
tuwy born a man by the virgin^ it being every tuaj 
iemonfirated thai he is ihe Chrifi cf Gody whofo^- 
gver ojberwi/e he Jbali be found to be* But if I 
fiallnot demonjirate that be did pre-exijl^ and ac^ 
Girding to the counfel of the Father endured to be 
bom a man of like affeSfions with uSy being endued 
woithflefiy it is juft and ft to fay that I am mif^ 



♦ The Tcflimoniei, &c. printed in ismo. p. S3, 84. orUni- 
Ittiafi ua^} ifo. V. 1. <tti^ ]|. |>> '30. 
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ittieu in this enly^ *dnd not to deny that he is the* 
Jdhri^y if he appear to be a man born ofmeny and 
t$ become the Chriji by ele^ien* 

'' For there arcfome dear friends ^ f aid /, of our 
iindf wboconffsh'tm to be the Chriji ^ yet hold him t9 
be a mmn born of men. To whom I ajjent not '^ nOf 
though very m^ny of tl^e fame opinion with mejbould 
fpeak itj fince we are commanded by Chriji himfelf 
net to heaken to the do brines of men^ but to fucb 
things as have betn promulgated by the prophets of 
happy memory y and taught by himfelf 

*' ^^rfTnyPHON replied^ They that fay he^was 
a man^ and according to eleSfion anointed andmaiOi 
Chrtjty methinks fpeak more probably^ than you 
tvho fay fucb things as you relate. For all we 
expert that the Chrifl Jhall be a man of men*** 

On this paflage • Mr, Biddle offers fome ftric- 
tures.. *' Obferve here," chriftian reader, " that 
Juftin Martyr did not think it inconfidcnt that 
Jefus fliould be the Chrift,' ahhough he had no 
other than the human nature. Secondly, that 
divers chriftians, whom Juftin himfelf owned for 
fuch, for he faith that they were of the fame kind, 
and opinion with him, did then de fa6to afErm 
that Jefus, whom they counted the Chrift, had 
none but a human nature. Both which were in 
the fucceeding age by Athanafius, and fince by 

oU)cf 
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Other fuch furioiis zealots, fliffly denied, and he 
pronounced utterly incapable of eternal life, who 
fhould not believe, not only that Chrift had ano- 
ther nature, but (what neither Juftin Martyr, nor 
any other of the chrlAians, who lived in the two 
firft centuries, and whofe works are extant, ever 
did affirm) that that other nature was. the very na- 
ture of the moft high God. Thirdly, that the 
j«ws (wjio would be happy, were their opinion, 
concerning the kingdom of Chrift, as true as that 
they hold concerning his nature) did not believe 
that the Chrift who was to come, (hould be other 
than a man*." 



SECTION VI. 

A cruel ordinance obtained againji Mr^ Biddle, 

It is not fuppofable that thefe pieces of Mr. 
Biddle could be publifhed without drawing a great 
odium on their author, or that this attack on pre- 
vaiUng and edablilhed opinions, could be made 
without raifing indignation againft him. At that 

* Tcftimonks, p. 24* &c. ed, in 4 2m(A or, Unitariaiktra£ls, 
v« i. if ad iv. page 91 lOy i8.. \ 

time 
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tfme the fopreme power was folely In- the hands of 
the parliament, the epifcopalian hierarchy.had been 
overturned, and in the room of it had fucceeded 
a prefb^terian and ecckfiaftical government, the 
high court of which fat at Weftminfter, and con- 
fided of an aifembly of divines. Thefe took the 
alarm at the appearance of Mr. Biddle's writings) 
and, indead of applying themfdves to the refuta- 
tion of his fentiments by a candid and folid an- 
fwer to his arguments, they applied to the civil 
power, and fupplied the 6tkSt of their own exr 
ertions by recourfe to its commanding terrors^. 
They preferred the carnal to the fpiritual weapon^ 
and found a more expeditious and popular remedy 
againft the rife of herefy, in the ufe of the fword, 
than in that of the pen. 

They accordingly folicited the interference of 
the parliament, and prevailed with it to pafs an 
ordinance for the puhKhing of blafphemies and he- 
refies ; from which Mr. Biddle's life Wis in great 
d^ger ; for though it took a wide compafs, and 
was formed to reach a variety of opinions, yet it 
was evidently pointed, in particular, againft the 
siotions which he had advanced. 

This ordinance was dire£)ly pointed againft 
fuch as, in any mode, fhould not only deny the 
being, omniprefence, fore- knowledge, almighty 
power, holinefs and eternity of Qod^ but who 

£ (houlcf 
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Ihdifld, by preaching, printing, or writing, con- 
trovert the deity of the fon, or of the holy fpirit, 
or the equality of Cbrift with the Father, or the 
diRindion of two natures, the godhead and hu« 
manity, or the finlefs perfection of his humanity, 
and the meritorioufnefs of his death in behalf of 
believers i or that any of the books, comtnonly 
deemed canonical, were not the word of God. 
It pronounced thofe, who offended in any of thefe 
inftances, guilty of felony, and doomed' them, if 
convided on confeffion, or on the oaths of two 
witneflfes, before two juftices, to imprifonmenr, 
without baH or mainprize, until the next gaol- de- 
livery, when the witnefles were bound to give 
evidence, and the party were to be indifted for 
felonioufly publifhing and maintaining fuch error. 
It then enaSed, that in cafe ilie indictment (bould 
be found, and the party on his trial (hould not 
abjure the fame error, and maintenance and 
defence of the fame, he fhould fuffer the pains 
-of DEATH, as in cafe of felony, without beix:flt 
of clergy. 

It appointed the fame procefs, and deceed tlic 
fame fentence againft thofe who had been formerly 
indited on the fame grounds, and after having 
abjured their error, . (hould again publifh and 
iDaiatain'the fame. 

If the fandtion by which this ordinance en- 

forced 



r 



( SI: ) 

/prced other determioationsi were a milder zfyeSt^ 
what was wanting in the feverity of its fentence» 
vas counterbalanced by the rigour with which it 
extended and muhiplied its dQcifions. To main* 
tail) and gublifh that all nien (hould be £ived ; 
that man hath by nature.free will to turn to God i^ 
that the foul dieth or fleepeth after the body is dead ; 
that, revelations or workings of the fpirit are a rule 
of faith ) that man is bound to believe no more 
than by his reafon he can comprehend i that the 
two (acrauifints of baptifm and the lord's fupper^ 
^e not ordinances commanded by the word of 
Ood ; th^t baptifihg infants is unlawful, or fuch 
baptifm is void, and that fuch perfons ought to be 
baptifed. again, and inpuHuance thereof ihall bap- 
tife any perfon formerly baptifed ; thatt the obfe^:* 
yf t^n of th6 lord's day,, as it is enjoined by the 
laws and ordinances of this realm^ is not accord-* 
iDg to^ or is contrary to, the word of God ; or 
that it is not lawful to join in public prayer or fa- 
mily prayer, or to teach children to pray; or 
tJiat the churches of England are no more churches^ 
nor their mlnifiers and ordinances true minifters 
and ordinances; or that the church government by- 
prefoytery is unlawful, or antichrifliaaf or that 
magiftracy, or the power of the civil magiftrate by 
law eAabiifhed in England, is unlawful, or that all 
life of arms, though for the pubHc defence, {and 

^ E 2 though 
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though the caufebe liever fo jiift) is unh^fttt. 
To advance or cxfaintairi any of thefe opinions in-' 
curred, by this ordinance, imprifonment till the 
party (hoHld find two (uf&cient fureties, before two 
juftices of the peace, one of them to be of the 
quorum, that' ht would not publi(b or maintain 
the fame error or errors any more ^« 

The enumeration of the opinions condemned 
by this ordinance (fome of which are omitted* in 
this review) is (b minitte, and fuii and pointed, as 
plainly to fpeak this language: ^^ Our principles 
form an unerrif^g (landard, and not any deviation 
from ir, in one indance, is or (ball be admitted*'* 
No decree of any councils, no bull of any pope 
could be, more dogmatical, or authoritative ; few^ 
if any, have been more fanguinary. : . . - 

Befides the feverity bf the penalties^ which it 
denounced, the oibde of procefs which it appointed 
was arbitrary and repugnant to the conAitUtion of 
this country in particular, as well as oppdfite to 

t * See 6ron>y'4 Hiftory of th^ daglilh BipiCiftsr vol, i . p^' 199* 
205. or firitiih biography. v61. ^.p. 82.^84. This ordieaace 
h alfo preferved in *\ A Colic£iion of a£ls and orditfancee of 
•* general ufe, made in the parliament begun and held at Weft- 
•• mihfter, the 3d of November, 1648, and fincc unto the ad- 
**journment of the parliament begun and holden the 17th of 
*^ Scpteniber, 1656s being a continuation of that worlt from 
"the end of Poulton's colleSion." By Hcary Scobcll, efq^. 
clerk of the parliament. Joiio i658, '' 
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flbc general princrples of equirj and juffice : for it 
allawed neither the privilege df a jury, nor the K* 
berty of an appeal. Soch^ is tbe opcrsition of rdi* 
giotts b^otry. 

The truth, indeed is, that bigotry, though ilt^i 
mr amiable nor reafonable, h compiaratively an 
barmlefs thing, when it exifis only in individuaht 
mho are not armed with the power of the fwortf^ 
nor can a£t withan united and comtmed kiflu^ 
ttiee and authority. The alKanee of ttie churefi 
ivich the ftate^ gWts the ftifig to this ihtolerant aind 
baneful temper ; and it matters little. Whether tM 
leadert hi the churcfai fupport tlie ranK of bifhops, 
or niov« only in the humble poft of prefl3yters. 

Both epifcopacy and prelbyteriantAn *' adopi 
•ne grand error, ptodu^Hve of* two ^reat evils^ 
which generate ten thoufand more, til nefarious. 
The great and fountain error is the tonfidering of 
icnfcienci^ as a fubjed of human' government. 
This notion produces two great evils, r. Le- 
eiSLATioiri now all heman legtflation is op^ 
preffive to conlcienee, and it is immaterM ^hercj 
this power is lodged. It is TYRANiiiY anywhere, 
jt. Enforcing laws made by Jefus, by penal fane* 
tions. In popery and epifcopacy both theMegiOa- 
tive and executive power are lodged in die fame 
perfon. Pre{by terianifm Js exaftiy like them, -and 
only fwearsthe civil magiQrate todo the worfl pait 
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of the work. From thefe two evils, making hm 
iof confcience.and then executing them, or exe-- 
cutinglawt made by Jefus Chrift, by coercive 
meafures, proceed confufion and every evil 
vork«." 

Thecondud of the prefbyterians, during ther 
Aort period, when they were in alliance with the* 
fofireme powers of this country, verifies the trucb 
of .tbefe remarjcs^ In reference to tbeir meaftircs^- 
. Milton . had every reafon . to fay with faty ricul 
poignancy, ^Ncw preibyter is but old pKi^ft 
^ote large." : - f 

For the ordinance, now before us, was only. 
one, outof feveral public a£ts, that breathed the 
fame intolerant,, dogmatical fpirit; and had the 
fame baneful afpefi on the inquiries of the candid^ 
and on the rights of confcienc^. : r 

The HQl is, that the qOeftion concc>rning the 
rights of confcience, had not been brought, into a 
difcuffion; or, at leaft^ the inquiry was only in 
its infancy. The objeA of corueft, between 'the 
epifcopaliaos and prefhy terians, had been, not to 
cftlbiiih and enlarge the general liberty^ but to 
jgain ppwer to themfelves, and to give fecurity to 
tf>eiF0wn profcfiions and opinions^ under an idea 

• 

• Robinfon'ji PIwi of Icduret on the priottplt* ot noircoafer* 
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that their own creed, their own mode of worfiiip 
alonr, wars fcriptural ; and^ when eft^blifhed, was" 
to be mamtained and prote&edby all the efforts of 
authority. ' * 

In the courfe of the conteft, the.prefbytH'ianfy- 
fbr a lew: yeatr, gained the fup^riority* All thcfe 
irieafures were then right, which before they felt 
to be unjilft and oppreOive; becaufe now they 
were ufed in^the caufe of God and truth; Power ' 
bHnded and corriipted /£;fiF»^ as it had done before 
the epifcopalians.. Anecclefiafli^^l hierarehfi* in^ 
every nation, in every age, under all mil revo^ 
lotions,' has been inimical to trtith, and a bar to 
reformation. 

' In Scotland theprefbyterian- hterarchy ie meli'* 
oratdd by its neighbourhood to this cbuQCry, and 
its union. with the epifcopalian hierarchy under tbe 
fame. king. But in Geneva, and in Holland^ 
Wiere it reigns, exempt from the inflence and 
controul of a. different and powerful body of men^ 
it is by no means favourable to liberty and fred 
inquiry. The ieverity of the placart^, in the lat* 
ter of thefb eountries, has:been a bar to the tranfi 
lation of the Memoirs of the life and writings, ot 
Fauftus Socinus into Dutch. No bookfeller there 
having the courage to appear as the publifher. of it. 
At Dort, the tranflation of Dr. Prieftley's Hijlov^ 
9fth eorruptidns of chrifiiikit] baa been ftridllj* 

prohibited* 
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fRobibiled, And It may^ on good inforsnfklB, be 
^flerted, that the iermons of the eflaUifhed dngf 
of Hdland have, in gjcneral, little of any moral in* 
jBru&ion ; but the flrain of them is dogmatkal 
and intolerant. 

It is an honour to the englifliproleftant diflen^ 
ten of this day, and a ground of dcYOUt thankfbU 
aeis, that preibyterianifm hath no exiftenoeamongft 
them* They who» very improperly, are caHrd 
[^(hytertanf , as confident proteiboits, and as ge- 
nuine advocates for fiberty, have, no rivals^ and 
but few equals *• 

But it is time to drop thb fubje^ and to return 
to Mr. Biddle, to whom, it was expeded that 
the ordinance, which has led us into thefe refiexi« 
^nm wtould have proved fatal. Had it been 
more confiiKd in its diredion, it could fcarcdy 
have failed of being deftrudive tohim« But its 
lorce was direded to fo many objeds, and fo vz^ 
lious, that it would have involved, in the execu- 
tion of its fentence, many whom not only policy 
Uught, but neceility contfarained, them to ipare« 
ror, in the army, from which quarter the autho« 
fity of parliament met with confiderable oppofi* 

• • See to thfs effeft the animated and eloqueot dircourfes de- 
X|t«redl>cfore>he friends' of the New Academy at Mancfoefter, 
m 1)9^ j^ticularly Ur,WiXtiha'$ rerinoo> .p^J5, &c. . > 
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tion, numbers, both of foldiers and officers, were 
liable to the feverities of this ad. On this ac- 
count, and becaufe there was a diflenfion in the 
parliament itfcif^ it lay unregarded for feveral 
years. 



SECTION VII. 
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Mr. Biddle's Sufftrings /r^/w 1648 U ih^U HJs] 
fubfequeni enlargitmnt and imprivemint of if. 

Thoi/gh the circiimftances noticed in theclofe 
of thelaft Teftion enervated, to a great degree, the 
force of that (hocking ordinance, whicH was aimcct ' 
:^Mr. Biddle's life, yet he fuffercd for feveral 
yeair,' the mifcries of a fevere imprifonment. It 
derived, however, fome mitigation, and indeed, 
enlargement through the death of Charles I. 
- In the fubfequent confufioh of the times, arifing 
frcm^the oppofition that the comnioriwealth met. 
V9\t\i ifrom the Toyalifts, the fcoti an'd the iriflr, and 
from the condud of the prefbyteriahs^towarils the 
new government, the attention of the parliament 
and of the prelbytehans was naturally drawn off 
from religious difputesT to the' eftablilhment of 
thefr power ind influertce iii the political firale.' 

The 
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The parliament. alfe interfered with explicit and di^. 
red exertions in favour of toleration. 

For CromwelU before be embarked for Ireland^; 
iffhich he was appointed to reduce^ fent letters ta 
the parliament, urging the repeal of all the psoal 
laws relating to religion. His application was 
fupported by a petition from general Fairfax, and 
bis council of officers, praying that all penal Aa- 
tutes formerly made, whereby many confcientious 
people were mofeAed, might be remotted. This 
petition was favourably received, and, after fome 
thxie, pafied into a law, 

Thdugh it does nor ap^jear that Mr. BSddle^ 
iu confequence of .this, wa& difmiiTed from prtfon 
by a legal and official difcharge, yet, for tl^.pre^. 
£tnt, thefe a>eafures were favourabkto bim^ Hit^, 
keeper allowed him more liberty, and permitted, 
him, upon fecurity being given, even to go into. 
Staffbrdihire. Here the obloquy and confinenient,. 
which he had fuffered, were, in fome degree^, 
foothed and counterbalanced, by the patronage 
and kindnefs of a ju(Uce of the peace, who re-iH 
ceived bim into hi$ hpufe, couxrteoufly enter taiujed. 
bim, made him bis chaplain, and appointed him. 
to be a preacher of a church in that county, and 
at his death left him a legacy ; which was a very 
fcafonable fupply to bim, as he had already fpent 
liearly all his fubftance in about four years charge*, 
. ' able 
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ilil^reftniirit*. One regrets, that the memoirs 
af Mr. Biddle have not perpetuated the name of 
the gentleman who acted this excellent part. ~Hc 
evidenced a laudable fuperiority to vulgar preju- 
dices, in not being afhamed of this perfecuted 
man ; and he manifefted a chriflian benevolence 
and fortitude, in affording to him his patronage^ 
and in minidring to his wants. It is a pleafing 
thought, that though the names of thofe who 
perform fuch good deeds, (hould be loft to the 
world, they are on everlafling record in the books 
of heaven. 

Mr. Biddle was not Ibtig permitted to enjdy the 
•afe and comfort .of his friendly afylum, for fir 
John Brad(haw; preGdent of the council of ftate, 
being informed of his retreat, ^iiTued out orders 
for his being recalled, and more (fridlly confined, 
. In this long confinement, which laded to Febru- 
ary, 1651, ^^hat proved moft grievous to him, was 
that by reafon of his lying under the inrputation 
of Wafphemy and herefy, the minds of people 
were either fo alienated from him, or fo intimi-* 
dated with an apprehenfion of incurring the fanje 
odium, (hould they (hew him any kind and re- 
fpedU^ul attention, that he was cut off from all 
the intercourfes of life, and could hardly have 

* Britifli Biography, v. 6. p. 8j. 
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any one toconverfe with. In particular,' no di- 
vine, except Mr. Peter Gunning, afterwards bifhqp 
.of Ely, duiing his ilven')ears confinement, ever 
paid him a vifit, not even to attempt to convince 
•him of his errors. A good man, fuffering for 
confcience and his love of truth, muft be very 
fcnfibly afFeflied with a treatment, which expreiTes 
not only negle»3, but contempt and hatred. ' 
, A worthy fucceflbr to Mr, Biddle, in the like 
fufferings, and for the fame caufe, the excellent 
Mr. Emlyn, felt the full force of this trial, 
*' During this more than two whole years im- 
prifonment," fays he, " my former acquaintance 
(how intimate foever before) were altogether 
eflranged from nre, and all offices of civility in a 
manner ceafed ; efpecially among them of fuperior 
rank, though a few of the plainer tradefmen of 
my own people were more compafTionate and 
.kind. O ! my God, what a change haft thou 
made in my outward condition ! I had a tolerable 
edeem, and a muhitude of friends, but am now 
become their fcorn and bye-word, and my ac- 
quaintance and friends ftand afar off*." 

Thus bigotry cancels the. bonds of life, and 
•heretical pravity is looked on as mpre criminal 



♦ Emlyn's Wo4ks, vol. i. p. 36. 4th cd. 17^6. Memoirs of 
hU life, p. 32. 

than 
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than the moft heinous zSts of immorality. A 
ipbber and a murderer is treated according to the 
rights of humanity, and is indulged with the vifit 
of fympathy and fiiendfhip, which is denied ta 
the man who deviates from the prevailing faith, 
though his charader in every other refpe^l is 
blamelefs and excellent ; denied by thofe, wbo- 
prpfefs a religion which inculcates vifiting thi 
prifoncr^ as an exprefiion of refpe\9v of attach-; 
ment, and gratitude, to its great author. But fo 
it pleafeth providence, that. the cup of which the 
fufFerer for righteeufnefs fake partaketh, ihould 
be mingled with every bitter ingredient, to try his 
faith, to exalt his virtue, and to (hew the power 
of truth, furmoimting, in tbe-end, every evil and 
difficulty. 
. In the experience of Mr. Biddle, poverty was 
added to imprifonment and the aegleft of man* 
kind. Notwithftanding the recruit which hiy for- 
tune had received from the Jegacy juft mefitioned^ 
his fubflance, in the courfe of feven yeai^ con-^ 
finement, was all fpent, and he was reduced to 
fuch indigence, that, unable to pay for the ordi- ' 
nary repaft of the table, he* was glad, fays his'' 
biographer, ^' of the cheaper fupport of drinking, 
a draught of nlilk from the cow, morning and 
evening.'* 

When he was reduced to this fituation, and 
had been fo long precluded from all the means of 



fppporti vihich the benevolsnoe of olliers, or his 
Qivn in4uAky» might fupply, divine providence did 
QOt leave.hlm to peri(h through want, but opened 
fi^r bim an unexpe&ed refource. * Mr. Roger 
paniel, a printer, of London, formed at tliat 
time the defign of publifhing a new and mod 
accurate edition of the greek verfion of the old 
'J'eAam^t, called the Scptuagint. At the recom* 
menidjition of a learned man, he employed Mr. 
Biddle. to. corre£b the impreffion, knowing full 
well, fays. Mr. Wood, that.Biddle was an exadl 
grecian, and had tirt\e enough to follow it. This 
>vas an employment not only feafonable, but mofl 
accepuble to Mr* Biddle, ' ^ whofe delight,'' ob* 
ferves the writer of his life, ^^ was in the law of 
God. This, and another employment of a more 
private nature, did, for ibme time, furnifh him 
with, a comfortable fobAflence*.'' 

In the year 1651^ fuch public meafures were 
taken, a*, by their operation, were favourable to 
oiir virtuous fu^erer; for the parliament publilhed 
a(i a£t of indemnity for all crimes i with a few 
exceptions, wihich did not reach the cafe of thofe 
who were confined for advancing and difleminating 
what were deemed heretical opinions. This a£t 
nAoredy among others, Mr, fiiddie to full liberty. 

* Wood'f AtHeds OxenicDfcs* Art* Biddlc. 

In 
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In confequence of the pieces he had publtfbedt 
and of the fevere proceedings againft him, it ap» 
pears, that an attention to the general queftion 
was awakened ; and fome had been made converts 
to his principles, particularly in London. The 
liberty which be now obtained, was improved by 
his meeting, on every lord's day, with thofe 
friends he had gained in the city, for the purpofe 
of expounding tlie fcriptures, and difcoiirfing' 
thereon« 

The principle, on which Mr« Biddle and his 
adherents firft formed themfelves into a diftin£t 
and feparate fociety was, that the unity of God it 
an unity cfperfm as well as nature ; that the holy 
fpirit is indeed a perfon, but not God. The ob- 
je^ of their religious afTociation was to exert their 
endeavours, that the honour of almighty God 
ibould not be transferred to another. For, as 
Mr. Biddle urges, in a piece before quoted, ** God 
is jealous of his honour, and will not give it to 
another; we, therefore, as beloved children, (hould 
imitate our heavenly Father herein, and not, upon 
any pretence whatfoever, depart from his expreft 
command, and give the worlhip of the fupremc 
Lord of heaven and earth to him wliom the fcrip* 
ture no where affirmeth to be God.** 

Mr. Biddle's fociety, emancipated from the re^ 
flraints of ah eftablithtpent, and.a&mbling toge- 

F 2 thcr, 
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iher^ not only for tiie purpofe of divine w6r(iiip, 
i>ut for freely inveftigating theological que(Hon,9, 
adopted feme other difcriminating notions. Such 
"as thefe ; *^ that the fathers uiuier the old cove- 
nant had only temporal proniifes; that faving 
faith confided in univerfal obedience performed to 
'the commands of God and Chrift ; that Chrift 
-rofe again only by the power of his Father, not 
his own } x\\zi juftifying faith is not the pure gift 
of God, but may be acquired by men's natural 
abilities ; that faith cannot believe any thing-con* 
trary to, or above feafon ; that there is no original 
Jin ; that Chrift hath not the fame body now in 
"glory, in which he fuffered and rofe again ; that 
the faints (hall not have the fame body in hea- 
' ven which they had on earth ; that Chrift was 
not lord or king before his refurreilion, or frieft 
before his afcenfion ; that the faints (hall not, be- 
fore the day of judgment, enjoy the blifs of hea- 
ven; that God doth not certainly know future 
contingencies ; that there is hot any authority of 
fathers or general councils in determining matters 
of faith } that Chrift before his death h,id not any 
dominion over the angels; and that Chrift, by 
-dying, made no fatisfadion for us *." 

♦ Sbe the Preface to Sir Peter Pelt's Happy future ftate of 
'England t as quoted by Mo(heim*s tranfkttor. Mofheim's £c- 
■defiaftical hiilory, vol. v. p« ^6, note (rrj of the 2d edition ia 
o^YO| 1767. 

The 



Tile members of this ibctety were called froia 
Mc Biddle^ their head and paftor» ^* bidelli^ns ^ 
and from, their agreement in opinion, concerning 
ihe unity, of God,, and the humanity of Chrifl^j, 
¥rjth the followers of Socinus^ they were denomi-. 
Bated ** focinians.'* ** They followed indeed, at firft^ 
Mr. Biddle (as he eipoufed the tenets of Socinus.)^ 
but fo, that as-foon as^there appeared better lights, 
(to ufe a fcripture phrafc)' /A^y rejoiced in ii.^^ 
The name which mod properly eharat^erifed their.' 
leading fenttment and detachment from an impli*. 
cit adherence to any teadier,.was.that|Of ^^ unita*. 
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This was the rifeof the inglijb unitarians^ ta 
whofe honour it was faid,. that ^* befides an aciitc»> 
nefs and dexterity of thought, they were excel- 
lently learned,^ efpecially iafacned critidfm." But 
^ that which mofl; commended them, was the^ 
freedom and fiacerity, which they all along prac- 
tifed, in judging of the controverted articles oC 
religion." 

It is juftice to the worthy perfont themfelves,, 
and ufeful to pofterity and tfie caufe of truth, tdu 
perpetuate, if poflible, the namesL of tbofe wha 
have been its patrons and advocates^ or fuSerers 
for it ; and' who^ by their exertions, though nol^ 
by their pen, have contributed to the fpread of re- 
£^ou$ knowledge and free inquiry. We regirei: 

F3 ife 
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it^ that of thofe who were Mr. 6iddk'§ friends, 
wid members of the church which he raifed, only 
two names have been preferved to us, thofe of 
Mn Nathaniel Stuckey and Mr. l^homas Fmnin. 
The firft was a young gentleman, eminent for 
his diftinguiflied parts and early piety. He was 
bom in 1649. At the age of fifteen he pubtifhed 
a latin tranflation of Mr. Biddle's fcripture cate- 
chifm, for the ufe of foreigners ; and in the next 
'year '16659 he printed a latin verfion of Mr. Bid- 
•die's Briif catubifm f$r cbildnn \ to which ht 
annexed an oration of bis own, in the fame lan- 
guage, on the fufferings and death of Chrift*. 
OThis young man died at the age of feven- 
tcenf. 



* To this cdicion of Mr. Biddlc*B catechetical pieces was alfo 

ftilijoilKd, a letter addrefled to him by Jeremiah Felbinger, a 

isealpus uniuriaDi who was bora io Sileiia, but having been ob* 

-iiged often to change hit refidence on account of his fcntimcntSi 

died in Aoifterdam, where he fupported himfelf by tht care of 

a fchool, and correding the prefs. The purport of the letter juft 

mentioned, was to exprefs his joy in the acqutfition of Cucb a 

..nan to the party of tike antitrinitarians ; and to convey his eameft 

wifheS| fupported by various argumenta* that he would go oo to 

exert himfelf in the lame caufe, and would diflcminate the fen- 

timenta he adopted, not only in Eaghdd, but in the new worldt 

:Vide Fr. Sam. Back Hiftoria antitrinitariorum, vol. s. 8vo« 

\ 7 76, Art. Felbingeriui. 

f Sandii Bibliothcca iDtitrinitiriorum. Art, BidcUius & Fd* 
^iftgeriui. 

But 
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But the greateft honour and fupport were de- 
rived to Mr. Biddle and his caufe from the friend- 
fliip and exertions of Mr. Thomas Firmin, the 
friend and intimate of thedoSors Outram, Wbich- 
cote and Worthington, and of the bifliops WiN 
•kins, Tillotfon and Fowler 5 a man of enrinent 
piety and fuperior virtue; who, for aftive and 
generous benevolence, has had few equals in any 
'age. Bilhop Burnet fays of him, that ^* he was 
4n great eftecm for promoting many charitable 
dcfigns, for looking after the poor of the city, and 
•fetting them to work : for raifing great fums for 
fchools and hofpitals, and indeed for charities of 
a]} forts, private and public. He had fuch credit 
with the richeft citizens, that he had the com- 
mand of great wealth as often as there was occa- 
-fion for it»." His time was devoted to bericvo^ 
lent exenions ; his fortune was laid out in liberal 
munificent deeds. The hofpitals of St. Tho- 
mas and of Chrift particularly felt the influence, 
•and continue to enjoy the good effefts, of his ge- 
nerofity and a£Hvity. In the cloiflcr of the latter, 
a marble records and perpetuates the praifes of 
bis wonderful zeal and charity f. 

• 

* Bilhop BuroeU's ^iflory of bis own tisies» v. ^ odavo, 
p. sgt* 

i For a f uU account of hit moft ufeful aad generoos deeds, fee 
kit life wriucn by *^ oo« of his moft indmatc ac^iinunce," and 
^jMore iMcly by Mr, Coinilh. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Flrmin, befldes being the perfonal friend 
of Mn Biddle, continued, after his deceafe, and 
until after the revolqtion, with much vigour and 
aiGduit}% to promote the reception of his opinions. 
He encouraged many publications in defence of 
the unity of God, which he difp^rfed over the na« 
tion^ diftributing them freely to all who would ac- 
cept of them. He had a particular concern in 
the publication of feveral volumes of unitarian 
trwQs in quarto^ which iflued forth from the prefs 
about the time of tl>e revolution. 

Mr. Firmin was a very young man when Mr. 
Biddle^s ibciety was firA formed j and it does not 
appear that it fubfided after the death of its fouiv 
der, who did not attempt to bring his friends in^ 
to fuch clofe bonds of union, as would preferve 
them a diAint^ community after his removaL 
The force of the teflimony, which was borne ta 
the do<^ine of the divine unity by the writings of 
the unitarians, could not but be greatly dimini(hed 
by the diflblution of Mr. Biddle's ibciety,. It is- 
to be lamented, that Mr. Firmin, in particular, 
did not exert himfelf to keep together this body, 
of unitarians, or that, if, as one would hope, hd 
did take fome deps with this defign^ tliey were 
ttot fiicceftful; 
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SECTION vm. 

4 ' 

Mr. Biddlc's Difpuu with Dr. Ginning, and 
Publication of his Catechifm. 

While Mr. Bidcileand his friends enjoyed the 
liberty of holding religious aflemblies. Dr. Gun* 
ning, afterwards regius profeflbr of divinity at Cam- 
i>ridge, and bi(hop of Ely, who had vifited Mr. Bid- 
die in prlfon, and was eminent as a learned man, and 
as a ready acute difputant, came on a lord's day, in 
•the year 1654, to their meeting, accompanied 
with fome learned friends. Hb condud fbon exy 
.plained his intentions and views, that they wer^ 
.not to be an heater of Mr, Biddie, and a witnefs 
of the order of his wor(hip, but publicly and be» 
fore his own adherents, to confound and confutes 
him. For he commenced a difputation with him, 
4)n the firft time, concerning the deity of the holy 
'ipirit ; and then, on the next lord's day, concem» 
ing the fupreme deity of Chhft. The difputation 
was carried on in the fyllogiAic mode, and they 
took their turns of refpondingand oppofmg. 

Mr. Biddle was evidently taken at a great dif- 
sdvantage, as he was fuddenly furprifed into a de- 
bate, without any preparation for it» ^But this 

circMftv* 
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circumAance contributed to difplay both his fur« 
iiiture and abilities, and to Ihew how much he had 
fludied the qucAious, and was maAer of the argu* 
ment. For his biographer informs us, that Mr. 
£iddle acquitted himfelf with fo much learning, 
judgment, and knowledge in tlic fenfe of the holy 
fcriptures, that inftead of lofing, he gained much 
credit both to himfelf and his caufe, as evcnfome 
^ of the gentlemen of Dr. Gunning's party had the 
ingenuity to acknowledge**" 

But the do6lor, unwilling to fit down as 
foiled, or prefiiming on his own fuperiority in 
another queHion, furprifed Mr, fitddle a third 
time, and finding him in the difcuffion of the ar« 
-gumcnr againft the fatisfaSion of punitive jufl ice 
by the death of Chrift, he defended thai fentiment 
nirith great vigour. But on this, as on the former 
occafions, be met with a ikilful and dexterous q{>» 
ponent; which he had thegenerofity afterwards to 
confefs. 

Tliis method of attack, by intruding unawares, 
upon a religious fociety, and interrupting their 
worlhip, or by difcufling Controverted points in si 
public difputation, hath, very properly, been laid 
. afide, and given way, in bur more liberal age, to 
the ufe of the pen. There was a rudenefs and a 

« UnUtrtan traa*. Biddle's life, p 6, 7. 

violence 
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violence in it, from which modern politenefi it 
juftly averfe ; and it favoured more of tlie fpirit of 
contencion, and an eagemcfs for viAory, than of 
the love of truth. Yet public difputation was a 
Dfiod^ of oppofing fuppofed error, generafly prac- 
tifed through Europe, from the time of ti)e refor- 
mation till the clofe of the laft century. What- 
ever advantage might arife from fuch public dif- 
cuflion of theological quedions, by awakening the 
attention of men, and exciting them to think and 
inquire on fubje£ts, to which perhaps they would 
not, otherwife, have turned their thoughts : yet 
they were produdtive of much evil, by inflaming 
the fpirits of men. They thus tended to beget in 
fome a diflike, and in others a contempt of religi- 
ous, debate; while the prevailing party took occa- 
fion to triumph with all the infolence of power. 

But to return — this year of Mr. Biddle's life 
was diftinguiihed more by the publication of two 
cattchetical pieces, than by his public difputations 
with Dr. Gunning. They were entitled, " A 
•* Two-fold caffchifm 5 the one fimply called J 
«* Serif turf catecbiftn j the other A Brief fcrip^ 
^^ ture caUchifm for children } wherein thechiefeft 
*^ points of the chriftian religion, being queftion- 
^^ wife propofed, refolve themfelves by pertinent 
** anfwers taken word for word out of the fcrip- 
^^ ture^ without either confequences or comments. 

•• Compofed 
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<< Cbcnpofed for their fakes that would fain be 
** tmre cbrijlians^ and not of this or that fed, la- 
^^ armuch as all the fe£ts of chriftians, by what 
** names foever diftinguifhed, have more or leis 
^ departed front the fimplicity and truth of the 
'« fcripturc/' • The difcriminating title of the 
other runs, A Brief fcripture catechifm for cbil^ 
drin\ wherein, notwithdanding the brevity there- 
of, all things necefTary unto life and gbdlinefs are 
ciMitained. By John Biddle, mafter of arts, of 
the univerfity of Oxford. 

In the preface to the firft of thefe, Mr. Biddle 
complains, that all catechifms were generally fo fil- 
led with the fuppoHtions and traditions of men; 
that ^^ the leaft part of them was derived from the 
word of God." For, fays he, '* when councils, 
convocations, and afTemblies of divines, juftling 
the facred writers out of their place in the church, 
had once framed articles and confcflions of faith 
according to their own fancies and intere(ls, and 
the civil magi(!rate had by his autliority ratified tlie 
faine, all catechifms were afterwards fitted to thofe 
articles and confefBons, and the fcripture either 
wholly omitted, or brought in, only for a fliewj not 
one quotation amongft many being a whit to the 
purpofe, as will appear to any man of judgment 
who talcing into his hands the faid catechifms, 
(hall examine the texts alledged in them ; for if lie 

^ do 
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do this diligCDtly and impartmlly) he will find Hie 
fcripture and thofe catechifms to be *' at fo wide 
a diftance from one another, that he will begin to 
queflion, whether the Catechifts gave any heed at 
all to what they wrote, and did not only themfelves 
refufe to make ufe of thdir reafon, but prefnme 
that their readers' alfo Would do the fame/' 

To prevent the eviU of this method, Mr. Bid- 
die profess, that, according to the underftanding 
he had obtained by continual meditation on the 
word of God, he had compiled his fcripture ca- 
techifmj in which he himfelf a(&rted nothing, but 
only introduced the fcripture faithfully uttering 
its own aflertions, which all chriflians confefs to 
be of undoubted truth. 

Mr. Biddle, aware that his catechiftn would 
exhibit fcntiments contrary to the cun:ent 
opinion of the age, cautions his reader againft 
taking offence at them. " Take heed that thou 
fall not foul upon them, for thou canft not do fo^ 
without falling upon the holy fcripture itfelf, in- 
afmuch as all the anfwers throughout the whole 
catechifm are faithfully tranfcribed out of it, and 
rightly applied to the queftions, as thou thyfelf 
ma) eA perceive, if thou (halt make a diligent in- 
fpeftion into the feveral texts, with all their cir* 
cumAances." 

Hie was apprehenfivc that objcflion would 

G be 
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tht (chools, whether the old fliip of Thefeus 
(which had in a manner been wholly altered at 
fundry times, by the acceOion of new pieces of 
timber upon the decay of the old} were the fame 
ihip it had been at firA, and i>ot rat4ier another by 
degrees fubftituted in the Rc^d tiiereof. In like 
manner, there was fo much of the primitive 
truth worn away by the corruption, that did by Iit« 
tie and little overfpread the generality of chridians, 
and fo many errors inftead thereof tacked to our 
religion at fevcral times, that one might juflly quef- 
tion, whether it were the fame religion with that 
which Chrift and his apoftles taught, and not ano« 
' ther fince devifed by men, and put in the room 
thereof, 

^* But thanks be to God» through our lord Jefus 
Chrifl^ who, amidd the tmiverfal corruption of our 
religion, hath preferved his written word entire, 
(for had men corrupted it, they would have 
made it fpeak more favourably in behalf of their 
lufls and worldly interefls, than it doth) which 
word, if we with diligence and finc«rity pry into^ 
rofolving to embrace the doSrine that is there 
plainly delivered, though all the world flieuld fet 
itfelf againft us for fo doing, we (hall eaGIy difcera 
the truth, and fo be able to r^uce our religion to 
its £rft principles. 

•* For thus much I perceive by my own expe* 

rience. 
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rfence, who being otherwife of no great abilities^ 
yet'fetting myfelf with the aforefaid refolution,. 
for fundry years together, upon an impartiat- 
fearch of the fcripture, have not only dWeftccP 
many errors, but prefented the readers with a 
body of religion, exad^Iy tranfcribed out of the 
word of God ; which body, whofoever (hall weir 
ruminate and dtgeAinhis mind, may, by the fame? 
method wherein I have gone before him^ maker 
a further inquiry into Ihe- eracles* of God,' and^^ 
draw forth whatfoever yet lies* Irid, and beinp 
brought to light, will tend to the accomplifli— 
ment of godlinefs^ amongft us, for at this only all^ 
the fcripture aimeth : I fay the fcripture, whiclk' 
a^ll men, who have thoroughly ft udied the fanre, 
muft of neceflity be enamoured with^i as breath- 
ing out the mere wifdom^ of' God, and being the^ 
exafieft rule of- a ht)ly life (which all religionsr: 
whatfoever confefs to be the way unto happineft)^ 
that can be imagined, and whofe divinity will' 
iicver,veven to the world's endj bie queftioned' 
by any but fuch as are unwiWing to deny their 
worldly lufts, and obey the-piireand perfeft prc*~ 
cepts. Wlrich obedience, whofoever fliall perform,, 
he (hair not only in the life to come, but even in- 
this life, be equal to the angels." 

Mr; Biddle's faipture catechifm^ wh?ch'is in- 
troduced by thefe reflexions, is divided into twenty- 

G 3. fourv 
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fotar chapters^^ compriiing a fyflem of fpeculative 
and pmdical theology. The fubjeiEls are, of the 
fioly fcripture, or word of God y of God ; of the 
qreation; of Chrift Jefus ; of the holy ghoft ; of 
falvation by ChriA; of Chrift's mediation; of 
Chrift's prophetic office; of remiflion of fins by 
Chrift; of Chrift's kingly office; of Chrift'a 
prieftly office ; of CbriA's death ; of the univerfa- 
lity of God's love; of Chrift*s refurreciion ; of 
juftificatioD and faith ; of keeping the comnnand* 
ments, and having an eye to the reward ; of per* 
fo&ion in virtue and godlinefs to be attained, and 
' of departing from righteoufnels and faith ; of the 
doty of fubje£ls and magKlrates^ wives and huf- 
bands, children and parents, fervants and maf-* 
ters ; of the behaviour of men and women in ge- 
neral, and in fpecial, of aged men, aged women> 
young women and young men ; of prayer ; of 
the <;hurch; of \he government and difcipline of 
the church; of baptifm ; of theIord*sfupper; of 
the refurref^ion of the dead, and the laA judge- 
ment ; and what ihali be the final condition of the 
righteous and the wicked thereupon. 

This piece, though drawn up purely in the 
words of fcripjture, wa^ formed with a pointed re- 
ference to the opinions, which he conceived had 
no foundation in the fcriptures ; and a»ny of his 
(quotations were fo condru^ted as to introduce the 

texts. 
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texts vihkh appeared,- explicitly and plainly^to 
(land in contraft with thofe fentiments. For in- 
ftance. 

In the chapter on Gob, there is this general 
queAion concerning the love of the divine Being: 
Could we love him with all the hearty if he were 
thru ? Or is his Onenffs the caufe hinted by Mo- 
fes, why we fhould love him thus ? Hew found 
the words according to the truth of the hebrew 
text ? See Ainfworth's tranflation. 

Anfwer. — '* Hear^O Ifrael, the Lord our God^ 
the Lord is One/' Deut. vi< 4. 

In the chapter on the kingly o£Bce of Chrift^ 
there is another example of tliis pointed re* 
ference, viz. ^^ Ought men to honour the ion 
as they honoiur the Father, becaufb he hath 
the fame ejjence with tlie Father, or becaufe 
he hath the fame judiciary power?" What is 
the decifion of the ion himfdf concerning this 
point ? Anfwer. *' The Father |udgeth no man^ 
but hath committed ell judgment unto the fon ; 
that all men Jhould honour the/on^ even as thty ho^^ 
»our the Father. ^*^ John v* 22, aj. 2. Did the 
Father give judiciary power to the fon, becaufe he 
had in him the divine nature perfonally united t» 
ibi human i or becaufe he was the /on of man f 
What is the deciiion of the ion concerning this 
poial alfo ? Anfwer. *^ He hath given him au- 
thority 
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tliority to execute judgement^ becaufe he is the Jin 
of man ^^ 

On the head of juftification we meet alfo with 
fome que(Hons, iXoi^ and pointed, after the fame 
manner. E. g. 2. In the juftification of a be- 
Kcver, is the righteoufnefs of Chrift imputed to 
him, or his own faith for righteoufnefs ? Anf. 
^ To him that worketh not, but believeth on 
him that juftifieth the ungodiy, his faith is counted' 
for righteoufnefs,^* 2. Doth not God juflify men^ 
becaufe of the full price-that Chrifl paid to him 
in their ftead, fo that he abated nothing of his 
right, in that one drop of CArj/Ts blood is fuffi- 
cicnt to fatisfy for a thoufand worlds ? If nor, 
»^how are they faved? Anf. ** Being juftified 
FREELY by his grace, through the redemption-, 
that is in Chrtfi J^fus ; in whom we have redemp- 
tion through his blood, iht forgivenefs gf fn^ ac* 
cording to the riches of his grace^ Rom. iii. 24. 
Eph. i. 7. 

Should it be thought that this mode of'intr^* 
ducing and refuting the fentiments of others, has 
too much the air of controverfy, perfev91y te foit- 
the defign of a catechifm profefledly fcriptural ; it 
muft be allowed to be a pertinent and forcible way 
of bringing into view texts that fecmed to be over- 
looked ; and of (hewing that the language of the 
other party was totally unfcriptural, and- their 

con^ 
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conclufions from fome particular pailages abfoo 
lutely repugnant to the plain declarations of other 
texts. 

The catechifm which v\^e have reviewed, was 
too prolix for the attention and memory of chil- 
dren ; of this Mr* Biddle appears to have been 
fully fenfible; for, as it has been noticed, he con- 
nedled with it another catechetical compofition^ 
called, " A brief catechifm for children :" ** whe- 
ther," he fays in the preface, ** in years or un- 
derflanding ; that they might receive true and folid 
information concerning the chief articles of the 
chriftian faith." 

** Yea," he adds, " perhaps it may (as well 
as the larger catechifm going before) give further 
light and in(lrudion even to them, who feem to 
have attained a full ftature in the knowledge of 
the gofpel. For, though all the things^ whether 
of belief or pradice, that are either neceiTary or 
very profitable to the attainment of eternal life^ 
bcNf lainly delivered in the fcripture, yet, confider- 
ing in what principles chriftians are generally edu- 
cated, it would perhaps have been impoffible for 
them, having the eyes of their underftanding fo 
veiled with prejudicate opinions, to fee what is 
clearly held forth in the fcripture, and accordingly 
with eafe fetched out from hence by me, who 
have Iqh^ fince difcarded prejudices, and am» 

(through 
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(through the fpecial favour of Jefus Chrift towardg 
me) addiiled to none of thofe many faflions in 
religion, whereinto the chriftian world hath, to its 
infinite hurt, been divided, but rejoice to be a 
mere chrrflian^ admitting (as I have elfewherc-de- 
clared) no other rule of fairh than the holy fcrip- 
ture, (which all chriftians, though otherwife at 
infinite variance amongfl themfelves in their opi* 
nions abogt religion, unanimoufly acknowledge to 
he the word of God,) nor any other interpreter, 
if a doubt arife about the meaning of the fcrip-- 
tare, than reafon ; which all fober men confefs to 
be the only principle that God hath implanted in 
us to judge between right and wrong, good and 
bad, and whereby we excel all other living crea- 
tures whatfoever." 

** The lord Jefus grant, that this and the fore- 
going hrger catechifm may, by the readers, be per- 
ufed as profitably, as I have willingly to that end 
communicated the fame unto them.'* 

'The Brief ^catechifm is divided into ten chap- 
ters; treating, in fucceffion, of the fcripture, or 
word of God 5 of God ; of Jefus Chrif^ \ of the 
holy fpirit and of the trinity ; of the death, refur- 
reftion, afcenfioiv, and exaltation of Chrift; of 
mortification and holinefs ; of tlie commandments, 
and fo of love to God and men ; of faith ; of the 

churclv; 
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church ; of the refurreftion of the dead -, ani of 
the Jaft judgment. * 

Thefe catecliifms alarmed the advocates for the 
orthodox faith ; and the authority of thefcripture 
language and declararions, under which the writers 
took flielter, was infufficient to protect him from 
a profecUiidn, and his book from an ignominious 
cenfure. 

The parHament condemned, in particular, thefe 
propofirions: (i,) " That God is confined to a 
certain place. (2.) That he has a bodily fl"iape. 
(3.) That he Ikis paffions. (4.) That he is nei^ 
ther omnipotent nor unchangeable. (5.) That 
we are not to believe three perfons in the .God- 
head. (6.) That Jefus Chrifl has not the nature 
of God, but only a divine lordlhip. (7.) That 
he was not a prieft while upon earth, nor did re- 
concile men to God. And (8.) That there is 
no deity in the holy ghoft*. 

Confidering the very limited ftate of fre^ inquiry, 
at that time, it is rather fuprifing that a ninth pro- 
pofition, or ground of charge, againA Mr. Biddle 
had not been added ; viz. the future annihilation 
of the wicked, or that they would not, as the 
godly and faithful, " live for ever," but be " de- 
(Iroyed, corrupted, burnt up, devoured, flainj pafs 

* Ncal*! Hiflory of the purttana) v. it. p. 135. 8vo. 
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away, and peri(h." For he produced many lexts 
to exhibit this view of future punidiments. 

The propofitions, which they did deduce from 
thefe catechetical pieces, were deemed fufficient 
grounds for proceeding, with feverity, againft Mr. 
Biddle. A learned modern writer^ who does not 
adopt the author's peculiar fenthnents, has ob- 
ferved of '* the fcripture catechifm,*' thai it dif* 
covers an enlargement of mind, a liberality cf 
fentiment, and a fincerity, in freely publifliitig 
what he apprehended to be truth, which do ho- 
nour to his memory*.** But the age in which it 
was publilhed, as we have feen, was by no means 
difpofed to treat thofe compofitions or writers^ 
that difcarded or oppofed the prevailing faith, with 
candour or equity. Of which Mr. Biddle, on 
this occafion, had new experience. 

He was brought to the bar of the houfe of 
commons, which the proteftor Cromwell had 
convened ; and was examined whether he was the 
author of that two-fold fcripture catechifm^ wherein 
all the queftions are anfwered in the words of 
fcripture at large, Mr. Biddle, to thefe interro- 
gatories, wifely made a reply, which at once con- 
veyed an appeal to the principles of equity, and 
exprefled his juft expectations from the genius of 

* Hatwood, on tke fotinijiB fchemc, p. 21. 
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the englifli conftitution. For he anfwereiT by xflc- 
ing, *' Whether h feemed reafonable that one 
brought before a judgment-feat, as a criminal, 
(bould acctife himfelf ?'V The reafon, which this 
anfwer carried in it^ was not admitted as a bar to 
the proceedings againft him; but on the 3d of 
December he was committed dofe prifoner to the 
gate-boufe, ,and forUddeo: the ufe of pen, ink^ 
and paper, and denied the accefs of any vifitant. 

In this cafe, nothing lefs than a capital judg* 
ment was to be expelled ; a bill was accordingly 
brought. in for punifhing him. In this fituatioiii 
^r. Biddle preferved a compofed and cheerful 
mind, and maintained his hope of an happy event 
from the providence of God, in who(e eaufe. he 
fufTereri. His hope did not fail him ; for the pro^ 
teflor, induced by reafons drawn from his owft 
intereft, diflblved the parliament ; and the prifoner, 
after ten months imprifonment, obtained hisliberty, 
M^y. a8» by due courfe of law ♦. 

The refeotmeht of governiqent purfued the 
book as well as the author ; for an order was 
iflued out, that the, catechifm (hould be burnt by 
the bands of the common hangman ; which was 
accordingly done on the 14th of December* This 

* Unitarian ira£ls, vol. i. 4to« ...The life of BiUdlcj.p, 7* md 
Britiih biography, voK vi. 8vo. p. B6. 
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moAc of cafting an odmtn upon partictilar wriciogs^ 
imh been pn^fed by all governments, and in alt 
jiges*. Tke ^ifgraceTrltinttiteiy falls on thofe who 
«dopt .this Meafure : 'for it indicates the weaknefs 
of their caufe, or the indolence of its partFfans, 
They either -have-not the ebility,. or will not be at 
:|iief>ains^ ^Ocdifcttfs and refute the opinions they 
'^muld ft^prefs. It is a method of diflntffing, as 
muoh within the power of the igihorant, as the 
learned ; and of the fool, as of the wife -man. 
And, after all, tliotrgh a book may be burned, 
9n iinpreflion cannot be annihilated in one fire, 
Copks win be fecretly preferved and read; and 
will, in a future unprejudiced age^ bring forward 
the qaeftion, if it hath been judieioufly' (lated, 
and clofely argued, ^o difgrace the memory cf 
thofc who would have (lifled inquiry. 

It is however but juftice to the times of which 
9ve write^ to fay, that wliite the ruling (>6wers 
profecuted and imprifoned Mr. Biddle, and burnt 
his catechifms, fome purfued a more fair md ra- 
tional mode of expofirtg the fuppofed weaknefs df 
bis arguments, iand mveftlgatlhg tlie truth of his 
opinions. Mr> Nicholas EHwiek^ of Wakton, 
in Northamptonfliire, and fome time fellow of 

* Cicero de naturl dfoninit cur& Davifii, ]. t.' c. 23. Mi* 
JliKius Felix, cura Daviiii, cap. 8. Taciti Anoales^ 1. iv. cap. 35^ 

CJjrift'8 
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Chrt(l*8 college, in Cambridge, pubUflied a pro.-* 
feflcd Examination .and confutation of Mr. Bid« 
die's confefficin of faith concerning tiie haly trinity*^ 
And, to the honour f)f«the leading tnen in the ii^ie, 
it fhould be mentioned, that they availed theoin 
felves of the learning and abitities of thecelebrated 
Dr. Owen: to difcuft,^ from tii« prefs, the i>ofitk)n$ 
of Mr. Biddle's catechiiiiis. For at the command ' 
of the riglit: honourable' the council of ftate, he 
drew up andvpublifihed hi» ViNDiciiB £vAilia£.-f 
LicjK I .or the my(bery,of the gcifpel vindicace4s 
and focinianifm examined, in the confider^ti^ 
and confutation of a catechifm, called a fcripturt . 
catechifm^ written by J. Biddle, A. M. Mr, Neal 
has called this work a learned and elaborate trea* 
tife. The cefebrity of Mr. Biddt's writings was 
not confined to England, they were attended to 
abroad^ and fevdral f^reigncrt puhlHhed refutattons 
of his fentiments*. 

Anotfier dhSi of Mr. Fiddl^^s eateehciticftl pub* 
fic«tton ^»s^ that to guard the ittinds of pe6p)e^ 
cfpechBy of the rifihg geiorefatfott, frdm what werfe 
tfeeihe^ heretical fentimeht9, the provmciatl'ailem^ 
Hy at London- puWifherf -/;? exh^rfathn ti cati* 
<hfftng^y with direftiofis for the more irieguUr con^. 






^ Bock HiOoria: aatititauariorumi tom.i. par«i« p« 54* 
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duAing of it. Thefe inftrudions were fecit to 
the feveral claflles of London, and, after their ex- 
ample, the aflbciated minifters in the feveral coun- 
ties of England publiSied the like exhortation to 
their brethren ♦• 

This meafure originated from zeal for a parti-* 
cular fyftem, and certainly tended to fix in young 
minds flrong prejudices in its favour ; yet it was 
worthy of true piety and 2^al, and mty be fup- 
pofed to have greatly contributed to prevent a per- 
nicious and total ignorance of all religious prin-i 
«ples. 



SECTION IX. 

I ... 

Jl Tuw prsficutUn ccmnnncei againjl .^. Biddle. 

. It may be thought, that after having experienced 
,iuch evils and fufferings for the;, open aypwal and 
^lefence of bis religious opinionsv Mr. Bfi^dle (houl4 
have withdrawn from public noticp, and bav« 
filently enjoyed bis own view of ttiipg^ in private^ 
Tiie Ipvo of eale and fafety would cert^unly bav^ 
dictated this cOnduiSl^ and worldly prudence would 
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♦ Near* Hiflory.of the puritani, vol. ly, p. 135 and 136. 8vo. 
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have approved it. But Mr. Biddle ieetn» to hav« 
entertained other feotiments, and lo have thought, 
that perfonal comfort and.i^etjf ought to be iacri^ 
ficcd to trutby and our dutv t» God . Socrates> thfr 
gfecian iage, thought fo before him*. Wlien he 
wa3 pleading before his judges : ^^ Perhaps^" lays^ 
he, *^ fome one will aik. Why can you not, So«v 
^^ cifates, withdraw, and, banif(hing yourfelf (jrom 
^^ us,, ipend your lifi?. in fiient and retired leUure h 
^^ It would be^a xncA difficult matter to convince^ 
** you that I cannot .do this. Should I urge^ 
<< that this wouM be to difobey God, and that 
^^ therefore I cmppt be filent, you would difcredit 
*^ me, as a diii^mbkn Were J to ailedge, that 
^' to hold daily converiations on virtue and otlier. 
^^ topics, which you have heard that I canvas and^ 
invedigate with others^ is the greateft humau 
felicity > for a life fpent without inquiry is not 



C4 
61 



•v;^ cie; t* icn v[xn i^ihBcev ^»iv ; TotSi ^ iff vavlon ^aXtiroHatoif 
TTtto'en T(va; vfxw, ieiyrt yaf Xryot^ oil tm Qiit a-m^Btv rcirr fn> 
ftett ha rovi* a^jvarov r,crv)(iav aytiv^ eo irtia-icBi fxoty wf te^oenvofMf»* 
Mv T* avQti Myttff di ^ rvyyaui fxtyi^ov aytL$ov mS^mw roiSof 

an ufAiig tfAtu tiKOviii ^aXiyo/MCisV} ^ SfAitvlw ^ ttXXoc^c f^fra^cvrc^ 
(clh avi^trc^^ci Bio;, ov BtocTOf avB^oiyffO'j) ravlA S^tTi dtIw vtirio^i 
fjLOt "Kryofli. ra St I'^ti fxtit ovlac, «ff !>« f n/x»\ a# «>u?sf , ^fidstr >t 
#u pA)ta. Plactonis Dialog. V. cui& Forfter, p. iii, iia». <& 
Opera PUtonirs, quoted by Dr. DodUrid^c, family fixpofaor, 
\ol. iii« on A£ti ivt i^t note (n). 
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^ t life for man : you would be as far from tie' 
«* lievin^tne. Bat things are as I reprefent them, 
** thoii^ it 18 not cafy to pcrfuade you of' it/ 
^ If )e would difmifs me and fpare my lifb, otr 
«> condition that I (hould leave off to teach my 
** fellow-citizens, I would rather die a thoufand 
. •' times than accept the propofal.** 

Mr. Biddle's condu£l had a fuperior fanftjon in 
that ef the apoftles ; who, when comniatided by 
thejewKh fahhedrim, not tofpeakatall, nor teach 
in the name of Jefus, anfwered, ** Whether it be 
*' right in the fight of God^ to hearken unto you 
^ more than onto God, judge ye.*^ A<as iv. ig, 
A chriftiari has more powerful reafbns for a ftrr£^, 
open, and firm attachment to truths than has an 
heathen philofopher ; for he has the word of Go^ 
tadire6l his inquiries, and authorife bis condu6!:, 
and he Jias the hope of immortality to fupport 
and animate his Aeady zeal. 
■ Mr. Buddie, influenced *by rhefe confiderations, 
to far froni withdrawing from the fcene of exer- 
tion and fuffering, betook himfelf to his former 
exercifes for propagating, what appeared to his 
mind, divine truth, as clofely conneftcd with the 
honour of almighty God. Scarcely, therefore, 
had a year expir^^d, after he was releafed from the 
profecution on account of his Scripture catecbifm^ 
than a new danger^ not lefs formidable, overtook 
him. 

Notwith- 
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^ Kotwitliilanditig the odhiiifi, under which hW 
fehtimcnts^laid, and tfre'bffchce 'thfcy'gaVciathe 
govcfhihg- power, they began to be'enibrac'ed by 
jconfiderabte part of a baptift congregation iihiMr 
Ifie pafloral care of Mr. Griffin ; who took alarrt 
at this infefiion, and, to flop its fpread, chal- 
lenged Mr. Biddle to a public difputatbn m ini 
nfieeting-houfe at St. Paul's. Mr. Neal has^-to 
whatever caufe it was' owing, given a reprefcriei- 
tion of this* tnatter nfot quite ft honourable to 
Mr. Biddle, as the tnith of the f%t' requires ; for 
he (ays, that Mti Biddle^ being bf a reftkfs fprfit, 
challenged' Mr. Griffin ; thus not only miftating 
the proceiedings, as originating from Mr. Biddle^ 
b(it uncandidly aicnbtnfg thenrv tea WFong caufe* 
It appears ftoiii Mr. Biddle^s biographel',- that he 
hot only was liot firft in this bufinefe^ bui waved 
iha challenge, and declined thedifputatioi>for fome 
time. At length he met Mr. Griffin, amidft a 
fiumerous auditory, among whom were tnony' of 
his bitter and fiery adverfaries^r efpeckUy R)ifie 
bookfellers, notonouily known fot ilmt falfe zeal 
and former <^>pofitton to Chriftiah liberty, under 
the name of teacoufrurs ♦• 

^ Neal's Hiflory'of tke pwilsBS, vol; iv. p. 137. Svo. Tlieir 
tttmci were Tbomas UnderbUIi Luke Fawn, and Nathaniel 
Webb. See Croiby '1 Hiftory of the coglifli baptiAia voU i. p. 209. 

To 
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Ta introduce the debate, Mr. Griffin aftcd, 
<* If any man thei;^ did. deny, that. C^rifi wa» 
GcxI mod higb,-^'*: The: event g^e too muck 
TSgffoti to appKheod^ that the aaatter^was tbi^i; 
opened, infidicudy todraw^m Mr.Biddle's ow» 
oiOQth, grounds of accuAtiotw^ Mr. Biddle^ with 
iincetity and firmnefs^ replied, ^< I do deny it." 
Mr. Griffin, on this, it (hould feem, entered in^ 
a proof of the affirmative ; bui, xfi ibe judgment 
of judicious }iearers, wa^aot aUe. tafupport his^ 
caufe againft Mr« Biddte ; .and; U>e dlfputation was 
adjourned to another day,:,whenrr^rr£|iddlei it 
was agreed, (hould tabf his turn of * efUbIi(hing 
the negative (^le of the^ <|ue(lio^j bet^^ef^. them. 

Before that, day came^ other meafures: oricon* 
futat.ian,^befides-fair difcufljon ^^d ^gi^iveij^, were 
adopted. The adTerfaries of Mr. Biddle laid 
bold of the open and generous profeffion he had 
made of his fentiments : inforn^ation was lodged. 
agaiqft hio). . He was apprehended and committed 
to the compter,. July 3, 1655; from tJienoe he 
jwif removed to Newgate, and was at the next 
feffions called to trial for bi3 life, on the ordinance 
againft blafphemy and her^y, which we have 
before mentioned* The iniquity of this proceed- 
ing, was aggravated; by its being founded on an 
aft, which had never properly received the force 
bf a lavi^, and bdd, for fi^veral years, Iain obfolete. 

But 
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But the inveterate zeal of perfecuton admits no 
meafures of kindnefs or equity. The manner of 
condu6ling this profecution againft Mr. Biddle, 
as 'well as the grounds on which it was com- 
menced, afforded a proof of this. For when he 
prayed, that counfel might be allowed him to 
plead the illegality of the indiSment, it was de- 
nied hiiii by the judges, and the fentence of a 
mute threatened. Upon this he gave into court 
his exceptions engrofled on parchment, and, with 
fniich ftruggling, had coimfel allowed him ; batf 
the trial was deferred to the next day. 

In this emergency, the principles and poficyof 
OK vfcr Cromwell operated in favour of. Mr. Bidi> 
aife. ' 'The protdftor ^as an etiemy to perfecu^ 
tidnV'stfid among thie capital articles, on which* 
his- -gover nmeht was formed, were thefe liberal 
ones, viz. " That fuch as profefs faith in God; 
by Jcfus Chrift, (though differing in judgmenft 
from the doftrirrei worfhip, ■ or difcipHne publicly^ 
held forth )'l[hiall not be rcftrainfcd from;- but Ihal! 
ht protefted ' in the proffefTion of thb faith, aild 
excrcife of their religion j and that all laws, fta- 
tutes, and ordinances, 5cc. to the contrary of the 
aforefaid liberty, (hall be efteemed null and void* 
It was alfo his art, by dexterous management, ta 
keep, the oppoiite parties^ then jq the natiQQ9 in 4i 
kind of equipoife, which he found nei^eflaty for bis 
.; \! own 
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own fecurity. He faw it was not for the intereft 
of his government to have Mr, Biddle ehher con* 
demned or abfolved. He therefore took him oat 
of the hands of the law, and detained htm jn pri- 
foo* His rcleafe would have offended the pref- 
byterians and all the enemies to religious liberty, 
of whom there appeared a great number at his 
triaU On the contnrary, the procejcdings againflt 
Air. Biddle were oppoTed bj the friends of li«i 
berty ; they were c^n&ired: and reprpbaisd by dif- 
ferent publiqation^ frG^oi. the prefs. An4 whij^i 
petitions were, by one.- party prefented agaki^ 
hiai, the other did not. liei dornunt, but foli^ed 
bisdifoharge, and urged their fuit by poiitted fe« 
monftrance^ againfi that ordiaaBoe^ as^tluepteniiig 
all their liberties, and infringing, ttie fundaniental 
articles of the probe6lor'& government. ^Many 
congregations of baptiils appeared on this occa- 
fion, as friends to Mr. Biddle, and advocates for 
the rights of confcience^ At length CromweU^ 
wearied whb petitions, for and againfi, to termi^' 
Bate the affair, and, in (bme degree meet tlie 
wi(h^s of each party, banUhed Mr. Biddle to the 
ifle of Scilly, whither he was Tent O'dober 5, 

Di agreeable 
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Difagreeable and affiidrve, as muft be thisAate 
of exik, it was rather a (hdtcr from thevindiftivc 
ffHr?t of his enemies, and was a -means of prevent- 
ing another parliament, under the proteflor, frofti 
tJecrecing any tWng more rigid againft him^ as 
' he was abfent and out of their way. The moon- 
veniences and wants of his fituation were alfo re* 
iieved by the kindnefs of the protcflor himfeir; 
who, after fomctime, allowed him in his exile 
en hundned crowns per ^^nt1um for his (ubfidence'; 
which, as an a£l of pure generofity, (hewn to a 
perfecuted man, whofe tenets could not be agre- 
able to Cromwell, refle<3^s honour on his name. 

The evils of Mr. Biddle's banifliment were, in 
other refpe6lS) alleviated ; efpecially by the ftate 
of hts rfiind, and the employment of his flfottghts. 
" Here, hfe biographer informs us, he enjoyed 
much divine comfort from the heavenly contem- 
plations, for which his rcti^'ement gave him oppor- 
tunity. Here he had fweet communion with the 
Father, and his fon Jefus dhriff, and attained, in 
many particulars, a clearer underftanding of the 
divine oracles. Here, whilft he was more abun- 
dantly confirmed in the dofirines of his confeflion 
of faith, &c. yet he feems, notwithftanding, to 
have become more doubtful about fpme other 
points which he formerly held ; as appears from 
his EJpty to explaining the revelation^ which he 

wrote 
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. wrote after his return thence; which (hews that 

he ftill maintained a free and unprejudiced mind*. 

Though Mr. Biddle's baniftiment ]a(led three 

years, his friends were not regardlefs of his intereft 

and liberty ; but were adlive in their endeavours 

to procure his releafe. He himfelf wrote letters, 

both to the protedor and to Mr. Galamy, an 

^inent prefbyterian minifter, ta reafpn them into 

comp^ffion, but without immediate. fuccefs. It 

imy, perhaps, be offered in extenuation of Mr. 

Calamy's apparent neglect of Mr. Biddle's ap- 

.plications, that in Oliver's time he kept himfelf 

as private as he could* At length, the iblidtations 

of friends, favoured by th)s operation of other 

occurrences, prevailed, and the proteAor permitted 

.a writ of habeas corpus to be granted out of the 

upper-bench court, whereby Mr. Biddle was 

.brought back, and by that court fet at liberty, as 

finding no legal caufe of detaining him* 

.A ftiort account, &c. p. 8. Palmer'^, Nonconfornift^t 
metnbrial, vol. i. p. 2I^4. 
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SECTION x; 

Ks renewal of his public Minijlraiidns ^is Iqft 
imprifonmerit'^and Death. 

The reflexions, with which we ppened the 
preceding chapter, are equally pertinent to the 
condud of Mr. Biddle;^ w^yph we are to review ia 
this. He dill preferved the. firmnefs of his mind. 
He (till felt tlie ardor of ze^I. Notwithflanding 
the dangers, fuiFerings, and perfecutions, which 
be had fuftained, he was not terrified from what 
he counted his duty to Chrift, in propagating the 
true knowledge of the only true God, and of 
Jefins Chrift, whom he had fent. Upon his re- 
turn to London, he refumed his religious exer^ 
cifes among his friends, and a£led as paHor to a 
congregation in the city, formed on the principles 
of the independents*. 

The national ^fiajrs fpqn took a turn, ynfa^- 
vourable to Mr. Biddle's profecutiqn of his^Cf- 
Jightful work. For, about five months after, the 
protestor died, and Richard fiicceeding, called a 
parliament, which, it was fi^pofed,^ would be 

• Britifli biography, 8vo. vol. vi. p. 87. 
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particularly inimical to him. At the importunity 
of a noble friend, he reludlantly retired into the 
country, during their feffion. On the diflblutioa 
of that parliament, he returned to his former 
ftation. 

This period of tranquility, and of his miniOerial 
fervices, was but of (hort duration. The enjoy- 
ment of religious liberty was, in thofe times, 
fluctuating and precarious, dependent upon the 
ftate of political affairs, and changing with the 
national revolutions. Of this Mr. Biddle had 
repeated experience. And though the reign of 
his enemies, the prefbyterians, was now drawing 
to its -clofe, its termination afforded him no fecu- 
rity; but, by the change of government, he was 
involved in new difficulties and dangers ; and 
became a Itifferer in common with thofe, from 
whofe hands he had a little before luffered. With 
the fettlement of Charles IL on the throne of 
his anccftors, the ancient government in the church 
and ftate was reftored. The pre(byterians foon 
felt the iron hand of power, and all tJiffenters from 
the epifcopal worfhip were treated on the fame in- 
tolerant principles. Their liberty was taken away, 
and their meetings were punifhed as feditious. 

Mr. Biddle endeavoured to avoid the threaten* 
ing ftorm, by reftraining himfelf from public to 
more private affemblies. But his prudence and 

caution 
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caution were laefTedual. The retired and peace- 
able afibciations of himfelf and his adherents could 
not elude the jealous eye of magiflracy by their 
fecrecy, nor difarm its rage by their harmleilhefs. 
For, on the fird of June, 1662, he was haled 
from his lodgings^ where he and fome few of his 
friends were met for divine worfhip, and carried 
before (ir Richard Brown, a juftice of peace, who 
committed them all vo prifon, without admitting 
them to bail. Mr. Biddle was doomed to the 
dungeon, where he lay for five hours. The re- 
corder, a£tuated by more reverence for the law, 
releafed them on giving fecurity for anfwering, 
at the next feflions, to the charge brought againft 
them. They accordingly performed this. But 
the court not being able to find any ftatute whereon 
to form a criminal indidment, they were referred 
to the following feilions, and then were proceeded 
againA, under pretence of an offence at common 
law ; a mode of convidion which leaves much to 
the bread of the judge. The decifion, in this 
caie, was, that every one of the hearers fhould be 
fined in the penalty. of twenty pounds, and Mr. 
Biddle himfelf in one hundred ; and they were 
ordered to lie in prifon till tliefe mulfts were paid. 
The (heriff was difpofed to have remitted the 
greateft part of Mr. Biddle's penalty, and to have 
accepted even ten pounds, wliich he would havei 
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paid. Sir Richard Brown rigoroudy infiAed 
upon the payment of the full iiim, and even, in 
that cafc, threatened hiov with a feyen years im- 
prifonment, which occafioned his canrinuiDg in 
prifon, 

. But in lefs than five weeks, through the noi« 
fomenefs of the place, amd the want of air, whidi 
was peculiarly difagreeable and pernicious to him, 
whofe only recreation and cxercife hsui been^ for 
many years, to walk daily in the. fredi air, he 
contradled a difeafe which was attended with igi- 
mediate, danger to his life. So unrelenting, to 
unpitying is bigotry, fir R. Brown could iK)t be 
movedy in this extremity, to grant the (ick pri- 
ibner the comfort of a removal, in ordtr to re- 
covery. The flieriff, whofe name was Mijynel, 
siCttd on the principles of iiumanity, and granted 
it. But, on the fecond day after, between five 
and fix o'clock in the morning, the 22d of Sep- 
tember, 1662, he died, in the 47th year of his age. 
He had formerly aflured ,his friends, that he 
had brought himfelf, by frequent meditations on 
the refurre6tion and future happinefs, to look on 
death with contempt. The manner with which 
he met his difiblution, evinced to them the truth 
of thefe declarations. ^For when, by the difeafe 
more violently afife^ng his head, he perceived a 
great alteration^ he fignified it to his friends,. and 
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abfolutely declined any further difcourfe; but 
compofed himfelf, as it were to deep, for eight 
hours before he expired, being very fparing of 
words, and even of groans, 'that might argue any ' 
impatience. When a pious perfon, who attended 
him, broke forth into this valedictory wi(h, God 
grant that we may fee one another In the kingdom 
of heaven ; his fpeech failing him, he (hewed how 
pleafing that wi(h was to him, by lifting up hit 
quivering hand. He had, befeie this illnefs^ 
frequently dropped expreflions, that indicated an 
expe£iation of his approaching end< ; often facing, 
t!iat if he (Jiould be once more caft into prifon, he 
(hould never be reftored to 'liberty ; and more- 
over. That the work was done^ meaziing, that the 
truth which he apprehended God had raifed him 
up to pjpofefs, was fufficiently brought X6 light, 
and that there only wanted ingenuoujQiefs in meo^ 
for the embracing and acknowledging it** 



..i' 
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SECTION XL 

* 

His W^rkty mt npthed hff$re. 

It has been Qur defign, in the preceding fee-^ 
lions, to bring into view only thofe works of Mr* 
Siddle, which raifed the public attention, or drew 
on himielf fevere profecutions* .But, b^fides 
thefe^ there were other publications of h», which 
were fpecimens of bis learning and genius, of 
rtpreffive of his zeal to promote religious inquiry 
and truth* His juvenile peiformances have httxi 
iKfore mentioned. 

During his banifhment to the ifle of Sdlly, a$ 
we have faid, he drew up an eflay to the explain^ 
kig of the revelations ; in which he treated of 
*the bcaft in the apocaiypfe, antichrift, the per- 
fonal reign of Chrift on the%arth, &c»^ His 
prefent biographer not having been able to pro- 
cure a light of this piece, can fay nothing mor« 
concerning it» 



* Short account of his life, p. 4. and Britilh biogtaphyi Svo* 
volt vi. p, 79; DOte (1) and p. 87, 
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In the ye$ie 1653^ Mr. Biddle publUhcd feventf^ 
fmall pieces^ which were- tranflatiocis of traSk» 
vprittf a by fome 6f idie poU(h qnitaiianss Amoi^ 
thefe was one entitled BrMs difaijfk f or a Bri^. 
itiquiry touching a hetttr way than h commM^ 
made ufe af to rtfute papists, and reduce PKo- 
TESTANts to a eertainfy and unity in RELiGiptf^ 
The author of thU tra6^ was Joachim St<gma% 
* germady who^ on account of his attachment ta 
the focinian fentiments^ was difmtflcd iroln tha 
paftoral office in two' churches of the reformed > 
on which he went into Poland, and was firA cho« 
fen^'principal of the univerfity at Racow, ar)d wa» 
then fent, by the fynod of Racow, to fucceed 
Valentinus Radecius, as pallor of the: Ainitairiao - 
church at Claudiopolis, or, as it is called in^Get* 
man, Clauienburg, in Saxony^ whe^e bodied in 
1633* 

This work was printed in 1633 : a tranflationr 
of it is preferved in the Phcehix. It incurred 
cenfure,. as eontaining fundry focinian and peia*' 
gian tenets, and was a6:ribed to Mr. John Hales^ 
of Eton, 

*' The fcope of it is to fhew, that the prdtct 
t^ntS) by adhering to tise peculiar fjfftem of Lu» 



* Bock Hiftoria antitiiniurtonini, torn, i* p. u% p. 949f^9$0| 
«t S^ndii fiibliotheca antitrio. p. j^t^ 
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*ftier, Brei>tius, Calvin, Beza, &c. iic. had, in 
many inftances, offered weak and improper argu- 
ments againft popery, which had laid (hem under 
i|(Bediefs difficukies,. His advice is, therefore, to 
difcard all human authority, and to Aick to the 
fcripture only, as explained and underAood by 
right reafon, without having any regard to tradi- 
ticm, or the authority of fathers, councils, &c» 

*^ Mr. Bayle, we are told, fays, this book did 
more hurt than good, not becaufe it was not well 
written, but becaufe it tended to difparage tberer 
putation of the firft reformers, broke in upon 
their feveral fyAems, and, what was worie -than 
all the reft, was manifeflly the work of fomebody 
tainted with the herefies of Socinus and Armi* 
nius,"* 

We fuppofc that Mr. Bayle fpeaks here not 
his own opinion, but the fentiments of thofe who 
prefer the party they have once efpoufed to good 
lenfe and truth. The piece opens with this prin- 
ciple ; " He that will refute an error, muft nei- 
ther be entangled in the fame, nor rejeft the true 
grounds of refutations.*' In the fueceeding chap. 
ter« it treats of fathers and ioStors ; of the hofy 
fpirit; of the true opinion touching the judges 

♦ An hiftorical view of the controvcrfy concerning an Ixl- 
[ teri&ediate ftaie. sd ed. p. 64. 

of 
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of traditions ; of philo/bpbical principles ; of the 
true opinion iouching the rule ; whether the dead 
do properly live ; whether Chrift in heaven hath 
yet flcfli and blood j whether it be poffible to obey, 
the precepts of ChriA ; and whether it be necef- 
fary to obey the precepts of Chrift* 

The eighth chaptci* of this work may be deem* 
cd curious, not only for the example it gives of 
the fupport which popery derives from fome doc- 
trines embraced by proteftants ; but for the full 
and yet concife view which it exhibits of the ai]gu<4 
ments ag^inft an eAabli^hed dodrine, on whrcli 
few, even in the [!)refent day, venture to thinic ' 
vrith freedom. ** Luther and Calvin,*' he ob-» 
ferves, ^^ t^ach fuch things as are injuriou/Iy de«r , 
fended, not only againA Che pa{>ifts, but alfd againA 
the very life of the chriftian religion,* true pittyi 
Of the former fort, is that opinion wherein tbtf 
hold that the dead live. It will ftem abfurd, and 
indeed ^the thing itfelf is very abfiird ^ yet they 
believe it. 

^< For they fuppofe that the fouls of meti. In 
that very moment wherdh they are parted fro«i 
their bodies by death, are carried either to heaven^ 
and do there feel heavenly joy, and poffefs all 
kinds of happinefa which God hath promifed to 
his people ; or to bell, ztiA are theee tormenttd^ 
and exauciated with unqiienchabk^ ike. And 
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this, as was faid before, they attribute to th« 
mere fouls feparated from the bodies, even before 
the refurreftion of the men themfelves, that is to 
(ay, while they are yet dead. But thefe things 
cannot happen to any thing which is not alive, 
for that which doth not live, doth not feel ; and 
confequently neither enjoyeth pleafure^ nor en* 
dureth pain. Wherefore they believe, in e&ed, 
that the dead live ; namely, in the fame manner 
that they affirm Peter, Paul, and other dead men, 
to live in heaven. 

" Now thw is the foundation, not only of pur- 
gatory, but alfo of that horrible idolatry pradifed 
amongft the papiAs, whilA they invocate the. faints 
tliatare dead.' Take this avsay, and there will 
be no place left for the others. To what purpofe 
is the fire of purgatory, if fouls feparated from the 
body feel nothing ? to what purpofe are prayers 
to the virgin Mary, to Peter, and to Paul, and 
other dead men, if they can neither hear prayers^ 
nor intercede for you ? On the contrary, if you 
admit this, >ou cannot eafily overthrow the in- 
vocation of faints. Now, though the thing be 
fuch of itfelf, as deferves to feem abfurd to every 
one, yet will we fee, whether the contrary thereof 
be not fet down in the fcripture. 
. ** Nor need we go far Jor an example, Cncc 
we have a pregnant one in the argument of ChrKl, 

wherein 
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wherein he proveth the future refurreflion of the 
dead from th^nte; that God is the God of 
Abraham, Ifaac,. and Jacob, but is not the God 
of the dead, but of the living ; whence he con- 
cludeth that they live to God, that is, (hall be 
recalled to life by God, that he may manifeft 
himfelf to be their God, or behefador. Thig 
argument would be fallacious, if before the re- 
iiirredioti they felt heavenly joy. For then God 
would be their God or benefadior, namely, ac- 
cording to their fouls, although their body (hould 
never rife again. 

^^ In like manner, the reafoning of the apof- 
tle would be fallacious, i Cor. xv. 30, 31, 32. 
wherein he proveth the refurre<Slion by that ar« 
gument ; becaufe, otherwife, thofe that believe in 
JChrid would in vain feck hazards every hour ; in 
vain fuffer fo many calamities for Chrift, which 
he teacheth by his own example. Again, be- 
caufe otherwife it would be better to (ing the fong 
of the epicureans, ** Let us eat and drink, for to- 
morrow we (hall die." In (hort, of alt men, cfarif- 
tians would be the moft miferable. Certainly 
this would be falfe, if the godly, prefently after 
death, did in their fouls enjoy celeAial happinefs, 
and the wicked feel torment; For they would 
not in vain fuffer calamities^ nor thefe follow the 

pleafures, 
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plearurcs of the fle(h fcotfree. And the fpdif 
would be far happier than the wicked. 

^< Since, therefore, it is the abfurdeft thing in 
the world, to fay that Chrift and the apoftle Paul 
did not argue rightty ; is it not clear that the 
^oArine is falfe, which being granted, fo great an 
nbfurdiiy would be charged on Chrift and the 
apoftlc Paul ? 

*^ Farthermore^ why (hould Peter defer the feU 
vation of fouls, to the laft day, i Pet. i, 5. who 
^re kept by the powir of God^ through faith unto 
fahu/itton^ ready to he revealed in the lajl time ; 
«nd Padl the crown of- righteoufnefs to the day 
of judgment ; 2 Tim. iv. 8* Henceforth there is 
laid up for me a crown of righteoufnefs^ which the 
Lord^ the righteous judge^ Jhall give to me at that 
day^ ^c? To what purpofe fhould the judg- 
ment be appointed? How could it be faid of the 
gedly, under the old Covenant, ^hat they received 
not the promift, Gwi providing fome Better things 
for us J that they might not without us be made 
perfect \Jt\f^i xi. 40. if the foul of every one 
prefently after death, even without tlve body, felt 
celeftial happinefs? 

" But the very nature of the thing itfelf re- 
fofeth it. Is not living, dying, feeling, hearing, 
a^ing, proper to the whole man, or the com- 
pound 
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ipound of foul and body? Is not the. body the 
indrument of the foul, without which it cannot 
perform her fundions ; as an artift knoweth inr 
deed the art of working, but unlefs he ha^e in(faiir^ 
ments at hand, he cannot produce any efTeiSl? 
Let the eye be (hut, the foul will not fee, though, 
the power of feeing be not. taken away from it* 
JFor as foon as you (hall reftore the inflruments, 
a man vyill prefently fee. Wherefore fouls fepa* 
rated from bodies are neithjer dead nor live, and 
confcquenily enjoy no pleqfure, and feel no pain^ 
For thofe things arc proper to the whole com<* 
pound. 

** But the fcrlpture faith, that the dead are not^ 
that the fpiritreturneth to him that gave it ; and 
of the fpirits of the godly, that they are in the 
liand of God, but at the refurredion they fliall 
be joined with tlie bodies ; and then, having got- 
ten inftrumcnts, they will put forth their opera- 



tions.'* 



The translation of this piece. of Stegman's is 
attended with a (hort preface, in which Mr. Blddle, 
befid^s paffing encomiums on tlie work, chiefly 
labours to obviate an ohjedion that might be 
urged againft it, from tlie flrcfsjt lays on the ufe 
of rcafon in religion. The remarks, which Mr.. 
Biddle offers on this point, are worthy of att^n* 
tion. 

K Speaking 



^ Speaking of thofe who would be difpleafed with 
if, becaufe reafon is therein much cried up ; he 
iay$, ^* My defire therefore is, that fuch perfons 
^ould but confider what the holy fcripture itfelf 
faith on this behalf; namely, how Paul, ftom. 
aji. I. calleth the fervice which chriftians are to 
exhibit unto God, a rational or nafonahh fervice. 
And Peter, i Ep. ii. %. ftileth the word of the 
gofpd which he preached, fincere rational milk 
(for fo the original hath ir, as any one who is 
flcilled in that tongue, and looketh into the greek 
context, may perceive). And ch. iii. 15. he faith. 
Be ready always to make an apology unto every one 
that ajketh you a reafon concerning the hope' that it 
in you f with meeknefs and fear. Which paflag^ 
clearly intimateth, that as there is no incongruity 
for others to require a reafon of our hope in Chrift, 
fo we chriftians are, above all other profeflbrs what- 
ibever, obliged to be very rationale for to make 
an apology or defence in the behalf of fo abflrufe 
and fublime a dodrine as ours is, requireth a 
more than ordinary improvement of reafon. 

" This being fo. It may fecm flrange why fo 
great a number even oi protefiant miniflers (hould 
make reafon a common theme to difclaim againft, 
giving to it (without warrant of fcripture) th^ 
name of corrupt reafon and carnal reafon^ and 
others the like eulog^s. But the truth is, they 
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( "I ) 

themfelv^s hold many abfurd, ridiculous, and tin* 
nafinable opinions, and fo know right well, that 
if men once begin to make ufe of their reafon^ 
and bring the dodrines, that are commonly taught^ 
to the touchdone of the fcripture, explained and 
managed in a rational way, their tenets and repu-* 
tation with the people will be foon laid in the duft. 
Let fuch minifters henceforward either leave off 
clamouring againft reafon^ or no more open their 
mouths againft papids, and tiieir opinion about 
tranfubftantiatioil ; for whofoever (hall fift the con- 
troverfy between papijls and protejiants^ concern- 
ing it, fliall find that the principal, if not only 
ground why we reject it, is becaufe it is repugnailt 
to nafen. But if tranfubftantiation is to be dif- 
claimed, becaufe contrary to nafottj why (hall not 
ail other unreafonable dodrines, upon the fame 
account, be exploded, efpecially feeing there is 
fcarce any one of them can plead fo plaufible a 
colour of fcripture for itfelf as that can?" 
. Another piece^ tranflated by Mr. Biddle, was 
J^rzipcovius's Life of Fauflus Socinus j wit;h the 
preliminary difcourfe prefixed by ihaX writer to the 
■works of Socinus. The title of the tfa£k is, 
•* The Life of that incomparable man^ Faustus 
Socinus Senensis, dcfcribedby a Pdonian knight. 
Wkereunto is added^ an excellent Difcourfe which 
the fame author would have ffad, prendfed to the 
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iiidris of Socinus ; together with a catalogue ht 
Shoft works. The views of Mr. Biddle, in this 
publication, ap[)ear to have been trtily laudable 
Und liberal, viz. to do juftice to a charaiSler vchich 
had been much afperfed, and to hold up, to con- 
templation, a great example ; at the fame time 
that he enters a caveat againft an implicit defe* 
rence to the judgm^ent of his hero. 
* '* The life of Socinus, he fays in his preface, 
h here expofed to thy view, that by the perufal 
thereof thou mayeft receive certain information 
Concerning the man, whom minifters and others 
traduce by cuftomj having (for the moft part) 
never heard any thing of his converfatiort, nor 
feen any of his works; or, if they have, they 
^ere either unable or unwilling to make a thorough 
icnitiny into them, and fo no marvel, if they 
fpeak evil of him. 

^ ** To fay any thing of him here, by way of 
eulogy, as that he was one cf the moft pregnant 
^its that the world hath produced j that none, 
fince the apoftles, hatli deferved better of our relil 
gion, in that the lord Chrift hath chiefly made 
ufe of his miniftry to retrieve fo many precious 
truths of the gofpel, which had a long time been 
hidden from the eyes of men by the artifice of 
Satan ; that he (hewed the world a more accurate 
way to difcufs controverfics in religion^ and X6 
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fetch out the very marrow of the hdy fcripturc^ 
A that a man may more avail himfelf by leading 
]iis works, than perhaps by pemfing all thefathers,. 
together with the writings of more modem aa» 
tbors ; that the virtues of his will were not infe* 
vior unto thofe of his underflandiog, he being 
every way furniflied to the work of the Lord^ 
that he opened the right way to bring chriAians to 
Ae unity of the £uth, and acknowledgment of 
the fon of. God ; that he took the fame courfe t^ 
propagate the goijpel^ that Chrift and the apoftles 
had done before him» fbrfaking hi& eiiate and his 
neareft rebtiorts^ and undergoiBg all manner o£ 
labours and hazards, to draw men to the know* 
ledge of the truth ; that be had no od^er end of 
alt his undertakings, than the gfory of God and 
ChriA„ and the (alvation of himfelf and others^ 
>t being unpoffible for calumoy itielf^ with any 
colour^ to atperfe him with the leaft liiipictoii of 
worldly intereft ; that he of all interpreters ex* 
plaineth the precepts of Chrift in the flci^eft marw 
ner, andt windeth up the lives of men to the higheil 
ftrain of holineb ;. ta fay the other like things 
(though in themfelves true and certaia) would^. 
notwithflanding, here be impertinent^ in that it 
would foreftall what the poloniaa knight hatht 
in^ritten on this fubje£i« 
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■' * «* To him, therefore, I refer t!ice, defiring tfice 
io read his words without prejudice, and then the 
'works of Sodnus himfelf i and though thou beeft 
Yiot thereby convinced that all which ^ Socinus 
laught is true, (for neither am I myfelf of that 
l)elief, as having difcovered that in fome leiler 
things Socinus, as a man, went awry, however, in 
'the main, he hit the truth) yet for fo much of 
Chrift as thou muft needs confefs appeareth in 
him, begin to have more favourable thoughts of 
him and his followers.*' 

In addition to thefe pieces, which were tranf- 
iations from polifli unitarian writers, we (hould 
add another tra£l by the knight, who was the 
author of the former,* viz. DtJJertatio de paccy 
i^c. Or^ a discourse touching the peace and 
XOKCORD of the CHURCH. Wherein is elegantly 
and acutely argued,^ that not fo much a had opinion^ 
as a bad life^ excludes a chrifliah out of the king^ 
dom of heaven ; and that the things neceffary to he 
Itnown for the attainment of falvationy are very 
'few and eafy ; and finally^ that thofe luho pafs 
'amongfl us under the name of heretics ^ are not* 
*withjlanding to be tolerated. This piece, written 
'when the author was little more, than eighteen 

a 
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* For an account of Przipcovius, we refer to the Memoirs of 
ihc life, &c. of Fauftus Socinus, p, 439—452. 
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years old, had the honour of being afcrlbcd to 
Epifcopius. The compofition is inlinuating and 
jmafterly. The defign of it was liberal, and, con* 
(idering that, the author did not agree, in tlieir 
difcriminating opinion, with thofe on whole be- 
half he wrote, it was peculiarly expreflive of ge- 
nerofity and candor. His view was to moderate 
the zeal and bitternefs, of which the focinians 
were, in general, the unmerited objects. Tp 
effect this purpofe, it was introduced with fome 
reflexions on the lot of truth and innocence ia 
this world. In fome following chapters is (hewn, 
what things concerning God and Chrid are ne- 
ceflary to be known unto falvation, and what are 
the parts of true faith ; that fincere love towards 
God and Chrid is fufficient to falvation, and that 
the fame may be in thofe who err ; that though 
faith and the holy fpirit be the gifts of God, yet 
erring perfons have and may have tliem i that 
nothing but difobedlence and unbelief exclude ^ 
man from etefnal falvation j and that fuch as err, 
are free from thefe j that the things; necefTary to 
he known unto falvation are few and very fimple^ 
and eafy to be underflood by the fimpled -, fuch. is 
not the common do£irine concerning the trinity } 
that there is not in this life a perfect knowledge of 
God, and of divine myfteries, but in the other 
life 5 and that faith, hope, and charity are fuffi- 
^ cicnt 
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ctent to falvation. The difcui&on of thefe points 
is followed with a general apology for focinians 
oh this principle^ that they are not of fucb a per* 
foafion out of ambition, avarice, pleafure, or fu^ 
^rftition, nor offend out of any malice^ but only 
out of the care of their falvatbn. Then follow^ 
an anfwer to the objeAton, drawn from their re- . 
jcaing the confent of the church, and reAing the 
defence of their opinion upon the authority of 
fcripture only. This is fucceeded by an anfwer 
to three other objc£liQn3» with a comparifon of 
Calvin^s do<Sbrine on predeflination, with the doc* 
trine of others. Then fome particular reafons for 
Itolerating heretics are offered ^ and the queftion^ 
\vho are heretics^ is conCdered. The trad con« 
eludes with an inquiry, what heretics are to be 
excommunicated, and what not, and with a fuller 
apology for thofe who in that age pai&d as fuch)» 

Mr. Biddle^s preface, which is a fhort one, con- 
cludes with that ferious and juft exhortation^ 
formed on the mod enhrged piineiples, which we 
liave quoted, p. xi and i2» 

Large and numerous quotations from this work 
m^ht be deemed tedious, and iuperfeded by mo- 
dern publications on the fide of candor and mo- 
deration. But a paflage or two, it is hoped, wilt 
not be unacceptable to the reader. To a preju« 
dice imbibed againft the Ib<;inian fentiment con« 

cerning 
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dcming the peifon of Chrift, as what mufl be 
highly difpleafing to him, becatifc derogatory from 
his glory, the author anfwers thus : " The 
greateft part of them, who at tliis day recede from 
the common fenfe of the church in fo great a 
tnatter, are not out of any raflinefs fo perfuaded, 
touching the fon of God, but rather out of a 
pious fear, left they fhould deirasS from the Fa- 
ther fomewhat of his honour. Wherein, if they 
unwittingly offend againft the fon, out of love to 
the Father, (fo that improbity mingle not itfelf 
with their error) it feemeth very credible, that 
the fon will, for the very love of the Father, for- 
give them this error. For he gave a notable 
proof of his meeknefs, when he prayed for his 
Ignorant murderers. What, think we, will not 
he do for the love of the Father, who, for the 
love of men, foigave fo great an Injury to his 
enemies? Now if he, out of love to mankind, 
doubted not to afTume the form of a fervant, and 
really to endure extreme difgraces, certainly be 
will bear with the errors of men, who do not 
conceive worthily enough of bis majefty and dig- 
nity, efpecially that which is part. Will he, whjj> 
for the fake of men, did, of his own accord, de- 
bafe himfelf to the loweit condition, punifh them 
for this Very thing, namely, bccaufe they out ojf 
fgnorance, think more meanly of his condftion 

than 
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than is fit; efpecially vihtn he himfelf, by bis. 
debafemcnt, did in a manner give an occafion of 
fuch ignorance? Certainly it is incredible, that 
he, who of his own accord underwent, for the fins 
of men, a reproachful kind of death, will not par- 
don to human weaknefs, a fimple opinion that 
derogates fomething from his ancient excellence, if 
fo be the error be harmlefs, and be removed from 
all fin of maiicc." 

Another pafiTage, in which he endeavours to re- 
move the objfdion againft an indulgence to thofe 
who hold certain opinions, drawn from the ftar, 
that tlie intereft of truth will fuflPer by the favour 
*{hewn to the erroneous, deferves to be quoted. 
** If," faith he, " we be afraid of the contagion 
of fuch errors, either in behalf of ourfelves, or 
rather of the weaker ones, in the firft place wc 
may not thereupon renounce brotherly love, which 
we owe to them, although they err. For we 
ought n6t to forl'ake a certain and clear duty, left 
an uncertain evil fhould happen, nor to purfue 

* 

even the moft holy ends by unlawful means. 
But, fecondl) , that fear is vain. For if we have 
not the truth, there is little danger to be feared 
from them, much lefs if wc have it. For fince 
they maintain their tenets with no arms, nor with 
any force, and think it not fo much as lawful fo 
todo, norfet them off with any carnal allure- 
ments^ 
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fttents, certainly the truth can never be by theiti 
cither oppreflcd with force, or overthrown with 
fraud, inafmuch as the nature of truth is fuch, 
chat, like to eagles feathers, (he devoureth all otlier 
light plumage of opinions, never withdravving 
hcrfelf from tis, unlefs fhe be tired either with 
our fervitude, or fins. Which twain being not 
to be feared by us in a modefl liberty of diifenf- 
jng, and Rudy of true charity, what caufe is there 
why we fhould fo warily fence our opinions from 
their tenets? 

'* Let uT' rather be poflTeffcd with a certain 
hope, that as earthen veiiels being joined with 
tliofe of tin or filver, arc broken to pieces j fo 
atfo if Gbd, the author of peace, (hall bring back 
into the church that happy tolerance, all falfe'opi- 
nions fighting hand to hand with the true, will 
be daihed to (hivers, and peri(h. Otherwife, if 
we fo much fear that mutual patience and friendly 
conference, we do not think well enough con- 
cerning the goodnefs of our caufe. 

•* Hereto(t>re, when the dawning of gofpel- 
light was returned, Luther and bis followers would 
have wi(hed that they might be tolerated in the 
communion of the roman church. But it con* 
cerned the pope to fecure his darknefs from the 
approach of the morning. Again, when a dif- 
fenfion was rifen up between the lutherans arid 

the 
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the reformed, who was it that refufed the form of 
agreement that was offered, but he tliat doubted 
of his caufe ? Now alfo in the very reformed 
church itfelf, upon the difTenfion concerning fate, 
none are more difpleafed with tolerance, than they 
that fufpeA the truth of this doctrine. Would 
error were fo circumfpeA in the cradle of its in- 
fancy, as it is provident being once grown up. 
3ut it being blind when it is born, doth after- 
ward become (harp-fighted, forefeeing its fate afaf 
off, and efchewing it, and is never more ingenious 
to prolong its life, than when it is ^refled with 
the confcience of its own weaknefs." 

In aid of the dei^gn and reafonings oft this traA, 
Mn Biddle added a poftfcript } in which, among 
other reflexions, are the following pertinent re- 
marks and clofe appeals to thofe who, arrogating 
to themfelvcs the charaSer of the orthodox, cen- 
fure all others as heretics. 

Mr. Biddle granting, that he who contradids 
the divine writings of the apoftles, fhould be no 
lefs e(leemed an heretic, than he who oppofed the 
apof^Ie's preaching by word of mouth, adds; 
*' but even thus can we not challenge that cenfo- 
rian rod againft heretics, (referring to certain 
particular paflages in the epiftles.) For they 
whom ye place in the rank of heretics, are fo far 
from contradicting the holy fcripture,, that they 

wage 
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vage \yar againft you out of the fame, and appeal 
to the judgment thereof, not without a certain 
hope of vidory, in the examination of their caufe, 
inafmuch as they embrace the fcripturei in all 
things, with as great veneration of mind as yoq; 
do ; nor amongft ali the chriAian churches, which 
are at this day extant, (hall ye (hew any om {that 
I know of) which doth not religioufly, and front 
the heart, yield an undoubted aflent to all tbofe 
things, that are propofed ^nd taught in the holy 
fcripture. Wherefore, there is no oaufe wbyyQ 
ihould condemn any one of them for herefy, fince 
they agree with you in giving due credence to the 
facred writ. And, therefore, whatfoever pretence 
• ye feek for your carnal zeal againft fuch as you call 
heretics,.yet to indiiFerent judgments can no other 
ground hereof appear, .than their diflcnt from 
your interpretation of the holy fcripture, as to the 
controverted doflirines. 

*' B%it I will here bountifully grant you, that 

4 

ye have in all things hit the true fenfe of the 
fcripture, and defend it. Neverthelefs, it is fur- 
ther requifite, that ye make this plain to them, 
whom ye .brand with the crime of herefy. But 
what here is •the ftrefs of your arguments ? Ye 
appeal again to the ho)y fcripture, and from 
tlience condemn heretic^. But they have already 
firick^n this weapon out of your hands, fhcwing 

- L ihit 
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that the holy fcripture makcth for you, i»ly in 
your own fcnfc and interpretation, and that they 
are accordingly condemned by you, not from the 
facred fcripture, but from your interpretation of 
the facred fcripture. And this is the circle of 
your arguing, which they defcrvedly reje<ft. 

" Draw out, therefore, againft heretics thcfe 
truly apoftolical weapons, not the thrafonical. 
prating of th^ chair in the univerfity, but xht 
power of the holy fpirit, wherewith the apoftles 
being indued, could deliver blafphemers to fatan, 
I Tim. i. 10. and flay hypocrites with the fpeak- 
ing of a word. Ads v. If ye want the powerful 
efficacy of this fpirit, acknowledge your rafhnefs 
and iniquity in condemning them, to whom ye 
are not able^ with evident and fufficient arguments 
to demonftrate your interpretation of the holy 
fcripture, and who by riie /iame right, and from 
the fame foundation, objeA tp yojj not only errors^ 
but alfo herefies. 

*' Ye know that of Chrift, condemn ftot^ and yi 
Jhall not be condemned^ What account will you 
give to this jud judge, for fQ often vidating thj« 
precept ? Your zeal of tKe divine glory will not 
then excufe you ; for though it palliate itfelf 
under this reverend name, yet is it wholly of the 
fle(h, and odious to God. But if ye affirm, that 
it proccedeth from the lioly fpirit, produce argu- 
ments 
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sients worthy of fo great an authon For neitbec 
is this fpirit fo weak, but that he can Ihew forth 
tokens of his divine authority and prefenc^ in bis 
minifters, and by them againft his enemies. But 
whither am I carried away ? I befeech thee, g6o4 
reader, to pardon this digreffion of mine ; and 
having liked the pious counfel of our author, 
intreat God that he would inftillnto other readers 
aifo a mind (ludious of peace and concord.'* 

Such fentiments are fo important and liberal^ 
that they can fcarcely be repeated too often, or be 
prefented in too various forms. For every re« 
prefentation, whether in a modern or ancient drefs, 
carries a recommendation, of them to every can* 
did mind, and it may be prefumed, will not be 
wholly without etk& in making them lo be 
known, approved and fel^ 



SECTION xir. 



His CharaSfer. 



W£ have traced Mr. Biddle through the la-^ 
hours, &c. of a fiudious, and the events of an 
affii^Ied life* His ftudies were devoted to tlve 

L z purfuit 
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f urfuit of rel'gious knowledge, tnd his fufFering» 
tvcre incurred by a confcientious adherence to the 
convidions whicli his inquiries produced. From 
both, the reader will form his own ideas concern** 
ing his abilities, learning and chara£ter. They 
were all hejd in high eflipiation by thofe who 
perfonally knew Urn, and were acknowledged by 
his enemies. 

His acquaintance with the holy fcriptures, as 
Wis obfcrved in the fecond fe£lion, was Angularly 
comprehenfive and exad.. His knowledge of 
them was indead of a concordance, for no part 
could be named, but he would prefently cite thii 
book, chapter, and verfe* This perfe£l knowledge 
in the fcriptures, joined with an happy and ready 
*nemory, whereby he had, at recolleSion, what , 
he had read in other authors^ gave him a great 
advantage in all debates, of which, withoiut th9 
lead oftentation, he availed himfelf. 

The diftinguifliing point of view, under which 
the preceding account exhibits him, is that of a 
iL£FORMER„.and a fufFerer for confcience fake: 
yet, in the former character, he appears to have 
been modeil and candid, and in the latter patient 
and rqfigned. " It was,'* fays his biographer, 
who appears to have been intimately acquainted 
with him, *^ in his heart to promote piety, and 
tie bad no defign to aggrandife his name by oppo- 

fition 



fitioti (o dommon ddt^net. Indeed, he was a 
great ailerter of common dodrines aj^inft novd 
opinions, that tended either to fedition, liberti* 
nifm, or fuperfiition. And in what he held con*, 
trary to the current, he did not endeavour to tie 
thofe he had won, to be of bis mind in fuch a 
fociety, and by fuch a (bciety, and by fuch bandl», 
as might continue them a fucceflive party, bear^ 
ing his name as their founder; but left them to 
all that liberty, which the duty of owning the 
truth according to their confcience, and of mutual 
edification, would allow them*." 

Zealous and adive as Mr. Biddle was in prow 
Vnoting what he deemed great and important 
truth, he was Aill more siealons in- promoting 
holinefs of life and manners ; for this was always 
his end and deiign in what he taught. ^ He 
valued not his do£irines for fpeculation, but prac- 
tice, infomuch that he would not difcourfe of 
titofe points wherein he differed rrom others, 
with thofe ^at appeared not religious, according to 
knowledge. Nekher could he bear thofe th^ 
diilembled in profcffion, for worldly interefts." 

His own life was pure and irreproachable. 
Mr. Anthony Wood acfcnowfcdges, that, ** ex- 

* Sliort account of hI»-Hfe^ pi to. 
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cept his opinions, there was little or nothing 
blame-worthy in him/' He was fo free from 
being quedioned for any the leaft bkmifli in his 
life, that one of his advocates fays^ *^ the in- 
formers themfelves, who brought on tlie laft pro- 
secution againft him, had been heard to admire 
his ftri<^ exemplary life, fdl of inodcAy» fobriety, 
and forbearance, no ways contentious, touching 
the great things of the world, but altogether taken 
up with the great things eff God, revealed in the 
holy fcriptures*.'* 

Another writer, on the proceedings againft 
him, gives this teftimony to his converfation. 
•« We have,** fays he, " had intimate know- 
ledge thereof for fome years ; but we think he 
needs not us, but may appeal even to his enemies, 
for his vindication therein. Let thofe that knew 
him at Oxford for the fpacc of feven or eight 
years, tliofe that knew him at Gloucefter about 
three years, thofe that knew him at London thef& 
eight or nine years, (moft of which he hath been 
a prironer) ipeak what they know^ of uiirighte- 
oufnefs, uneleannefs, unpeaeeablene^, malice,^^ 
pride, profaaenefs, drunkennefs, or any the like 
iniquity^ which they can accufe him of, or fa^ath 

* Short account of his life, p. 19. 
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iie, (as the manner of heretks is) a Pet. 2. j. 
tbrottgb covitoufnefi^ with feigned words, made 
fnercbandife rf any ? Hath hc not herein walked 
.up6a fuch, true grounds of chriftian felf-denial^ 
that none in the w<^Id can Aand more clear and 
blamelefs herein alfo? He having (hunned t^ 
make any of ihiDfe advantages which are eaiily 
tuade in the worlds by men of his parts and 
breedings languages^ and learning, that (if any 
known to us) he may truly fay aa the apoAle, / - 
have coveted no man's filver, or gold, or apparel \ 
yea, y€ yourfelves know, that thefe bands hatfe 
minijiered to my necejkies ; he ever accounting 
it a nMre hlejfed thing to give, than to^ receive*^'* 

It is a proof of the great and ferious regard which 
he had for univerfal righteoufnefs, that '^ he 
wonld often tell his friends, that no religion could 
benefk a bad man ; and call upon them to rcfolve 
•with themielves, as well to^ profefs and pradlfe 
the truth that is according to godltnefs^ as. to 
fiudy to find it out, and thatagainft all terrors and 
allurements to the contrary; being aflured th;(t 
nothing difpleafing to almighty God, would be any 

wife profitable to tbemf* - The probity of hiai 

I • 

: ' . . . ' 

* Cro«'By's Htftory ot the eDgUIli bapiiil^^. \oUu pt 2io, 

*f Short account of bit lifct p. a«b 
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tl^n condiift was eminently oonfpicuous : fo thai 
the appeal vas made to many perfons of worth 
and credit in London, on thejufticeand integrity 
of his heart, and on his holy care not to diflemble^ 
play the hypocrite, or deal frauduiently widi any, 
not even to fare his Irfe *• 

The foundation of his moral excellencies was 
laid, where the foundation of every good attain*- 
xnetit muft be laid, in the application of the earlieft 
years to the puffuit of divine wiidom. Before be 
lefr fchool, there was difcovered in him '^ a fingu- 
hr piety of mkid, and contempt of fecular affairs:" 
be appKed himfelf to the ftudy of virtue, together 
with the ftudy of literature and fcience: and, in 
his younger years, was an amiable example of 
ilial aiIe£tion to his mother, tawliom, becominig 
a widow by the death of his father, he, with great 
ifiligenee, gave ducifol ailklance f. 

The events, which we have furveyed, furni(h>a 
flrilDng proof of the perfeverance and fortitude, 
• with whicbbe followed truth, and met his fufTer- 
ings. And, though be was converfant in the dif- 
cuffion of points, involved,, by the iavcntions of 
men, and a mixture of human fcience, in great 
difficulties and obfcurity, yet it doth not appear, 

* Cro(by'ft hiftory of the cnglifh baptifis, vol. u p* t.iOj M4«t 
■f Short account •£ hit life, p«^4« 



that he contended therein out of curiofity, vain- 
glory, and felf-conceit ;- but with great humility 
and courtefy : " for they *who differed from him, 
lu>w mean foever, could, not oblige him more,' 
than by pertinent objefiions, foberly urged, to give 
him the opportunity of refolving them: which he 
always did with great fimplipity and plainnefs of 
fpeech, without any oftentation of learning*.*' . 

His converfation was as remote from cbvetouC* 
nefs, as it was free from ambition* i For, when 
be v^as capable of doing it, he fupported hinbfelf 
by his own induAry, and refufed the fupplies^ 
which benevolence and friend(hip offered himi 
uniefs, when the neceffities, brought on by impri* 
fonmet^t, ficknefs, and the like calamities, con* 
Arained him to avail himfelf of the kindne& of 
others. After a feven years confinement, he v^at 
prevailed with to accept of a bed and board from 
a friendly citizen in London f: and the importu* 
nities of another induced him to do. the fiime^ 
after his return from exile in the ifle of cSciliy* 
But thefe were exceptions {p his geueral mode of 
miniftering himfelf to his wants. 

■ ■ 

* Short account of Mi \\k, p. lo.'attcl Od(by't Hiftbiy of 
tbcbftptifti, vol. i. p> M4« ... 

+ Mr. Firiui*. 
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He had learned to be content with a little, and 
fought notinore: nay, out of that little he would 
contribute to the neceffities of others. His grati-* 
fications were very moderate, for he was remarka- 
bly temperate in eating, as well as in drinking. 
The purity of his character was not only mod 
fair and unblamable ; but, to avoid the leaft fufpi- 
cion, he. carried his referve in his behaviour to the 
female fex, to an imufual (it may be called an ex- 
travagant) d^ree of delicacy and caution. 

He was careful to preferve judice in his dealings 
towards men, and was folicitous to enforce and exi 
cmplify this virtue, and that of charity, as, in hk 
opinion, eflentialiy neceflary to falvation. And 
he had fuch a lively fenfe of the obligatior^ of 
humanity ami kindnefs, that it was one of his 
lei&ns, which Mr. Firmin learnt of him, not 
only to relieve, but to vifit the lick and poor, 
as the beft means of adminiftering comfort t^ 
them, and of gaining an txzSt knowledge of their 
circumftances; and as affording an opportunity to 
affift them by our counfel, or.our intereft, more 
effedually than by the charity we do or can beAow 
upon them ♦. 

There is another ingredient in a good and ex« 
cellent chara^r, viz. reverent, humble piety, 

* The lifeofMr. ThonuaFirmin, i6g8, p. to. reprinted 
1791, p. 8. 
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iwhich deferves particular mention in the delinea- 
tion of Mr. Biddle's. <* The virtues of the de- 
votional kind, obferves a great writer, may be 
(hewn by arguments independent of the peculiar 
dd(9rines of revelation, to be, in their own nature^ 
the mod truly valuable, as well as the moil fu« 
blime of all others, and to form what may bd 
called the key-ftone of every truly great and heroic 
charafterf." The piety of Mr. Biddle was 
eminent. ^* He was, his biographer tells us, a 
Ari£t obferver himfelf, and a fevere exador in 
others, of reverence in fpeakingof God and Chrid^ 
and holy things : fo tliat he would by no means 
hear their names, or any fentence of holy fcrip* 
ture, ufed vainly or lightly, much lefs any foolifh 
talking, or fcurrility/* While he treated facred 
fubjeds with this reverence and gravity, he would 
i)e chearful and pleafant, and like well that the 
company (bould be fo too. ** Yet even in his 
common converfe, he always retained an awe oi 
the divine prefence, and was fometimes obferVed 
to lift up his hand fuddenly ; which thofe that 
were intimate with him, knew to be an effect of a 
tecret ejaculation. But in his clofet devotions, 
be was wont often to profh^te himfelf upon the 

•f Pricflley^iXcttcr» to aphibropWcal uobetiever, parti, 
p. an. 
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ground, after the manner of our Saviour in his 
agony, and would commend that pofiure alfo to 
bis moft intimate friends *." 

It is a pertinent remark made on the excellent 
chara6ler, which Mr. fiiddle fupported, that the 
unitarians who fuffered in our country, were all 
of them eminent examples of piety and virtue t« 
Jt is of confequence, on every occafion that ofiers, 
to point out this ; not only, as a good examfde 
can never be exhibited to view, without doing 
honour to religion, and leaving fome good im* 
preilions oh the oiind ;— but alfo to obviate th^ 
prejudices of fome, even good men,, who can 
rparcely be induced to fuppofe that true piety can 
tfxiRj where, what they deem, great and iunda-^ 
mental errors, are embraced. They have beeo 
fo accuftomed to blend their own .peculiar ideas 
and phrafeology, with all their meditations on the 
divine being, to incorporate them with all their 
devout addrefles to him, that they cannot conceive, 
bow devotion can exift but under fuch a garb, ojp 
piety be felt but with the affociations,, with which 
they always feel it. But fuch perfop% only prove 
by this, hpw limited is their acquaintance Mvith 

• Short account of his life, p. ji. 

+ Mr. Lindfcy*s Hiilorical view of the ftatc qf the uuitiriai 
do^lrine, p. 303. 
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human chara6lers, and how narrow are their own 
views of things. The principles which are the 
great ground's of devbut aflfeSions, are common 
<to aH religious fcheiiies : fuch as that G9d is^ and 
that he is the rtwarder of them that diligently feek 
him : that he hath given us eternal lif§^ and that 
this life is in^ or hy^ his fon Chrift Jefus. Into 
itiefe principles may, and muft, all the fentimehts 
and exerciftscof a pious mind be refolved, as their 
j[^ft caufe and animating motive. To a benevo* 
lent mind it is a fource of joyful reflexion to 
believe, that the power and pleafure of thele 
principles are^ and mufl. be, felt by every fincere 
chriltian, whether calvlnift or arminian ; whe- 
ther athanafian, arian, or focinian. The lover of 
truth, efpecially of religious truth, cannot but 
poflefs a ferious and devout mind : for he is con- 
verfant with the mod ferious fubjeds, and from 
them only can derive his fupport and confolation 
under the difcouragements and evils to which his 
inquhries after truth may expofe him. And if 
trinitarians can mention a Howe, a Baxter, and a 
Watts; anti-trinitarians can boaft an Emlyn, an 
Abernethy, and a Lardner. 
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SECTION XIIL 

Corulufion-^S$mi general refle^iem on Mr, Bid* 
dle*x character — and m the utility of religious 
cmtrwerfy. 

SpMB will be ready to hold the labours and 
chara^r of Mr. Biddle, which we have repre- 
fented, in low eftimation : as diftinguifhed chiefly 
by an exceflive attachment to religious contro- 
verfy. But the negle6i or indifference, with 
which they themfelves treat the difcullion of theo* 
logical queAions, is not a fair and juft ftandard by 
which to judge of thofe whofe attention, like Mr. 
Biddle's, hath beeii direded to them : for how 
can they be fuppofed competent to the determina<> 
tion of a point, on which they have beftowed no 
pains ? All that their opinion of its value proves, 
is only that fuch a direction of the thoughts and 
fiudies does not fuit their tafte. But ftill, in the 
great circle of human a£lion$ and purfuits, it may 
have its peculiar importance and ufe. 

It will not be denied, that the difcovery of 
truth, mathematical or philofophical, is a fuitable 
and valuable employment of the rational powers: 
and though it be not neceflary for the good of the 
world, that every man Ihould be a philofopher or 

mathe- 
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mathematician, yet mankind are greatly indebted 
to the- labours, and ought to hold in high efteem 
the names, of thofe who have devoted iheir time 
and thoughts to fuch inveftigations : which, in 
innumerable inftances, are capable of being im- 
proved, and have been aSualiy improved, to the 
advantage of mankind. 

Why (hould its due value and praife be denied 
to the inveftigation of religious truth ? Tliis hath 
a more extenfive influence, than fcientific : it hath 
a more intimate connexion with human condu6^, 
in all the intercourfe, and with human felicity, 
under all the events of life. This derives a pe- 
culiar importance, from the energy it poflefleth, 
to form a moral charader i to meliorate the 
vrhole human race in this world 5 and to train up 
. individuals, who yield to its power, for eternal 
PERFECTION and happinefs. 

The revelation of religious truth, firft by Mofes 
and .the prophets, and then by Jefus Chrift, is a 
'moft ftriking and convincing argument of its 
value and importance. Being revealed from 
heaven, it becomes an obje£t of facred attention 
tQ all, to whom it hath been communicated. 
There is a merit in the improvement of any ta«- 
lent, in the fulfilling of any obligation. On thefe 
plain principles, the inveftigation of religious 
truth hath merit :«— the merit of attending to what 
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God hath imparted. Diligence and aSiduilf. 
heighten this merit ; but fufferings endured in 
the purfuit and profeffion of it, add Aill.more ta 
it. Probity and integrity are ineAiipable in any 
courfe of (jfe. Can they lofe their value becaufe 
the principle, which calls them into exertion^ is the 
love of divine truth i 

Le( thsfe confiderations be weighed ; they wiit 
afllft us to appreciate the excellence and inapor- 
tance of fuch chara(5iers as Mr. Biddle* Such 
charaSers have been rendered pecuKarly nec^ry 
and ufcful, through the grofs corruptiosna, ia 
which chriftianity hath been, for ages, almoli loft. 
Without fuch exertions, fuch Audies« arid fuch 
fufferings, as mark the lif^ of Mr. Biddle, no 
reformation from papery could have taken place, 
could have been fupported and carried on. A 
Biddle, as hath been feen, calls ^he attention t^ 
important qucixions, thro^^^s light by difcuffion oa 
intereOirg points, and awakens the fpirit of inquiry 
and zeal. 

In aidof thefe remarks, I am iK\duqed to pro* 
duce the following reflexionst- '^ Notwithilan^'^. 
ing the difrefpe(Sl which is occaQonally flie^n to- 
wards religious controverfy, by little ^nd illiberj^l 
minds, it is to fuch controverfies as eng?g!ed iha 
pens of Clarke, Hoadley and Sykes, tha.t we owq 
much of what is moil valuable, find d^r tQ UV 
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An affeded difparagetneht of the feveral colntro« 
verfies which have re(pe£ted re1igib\is liberty, and 
the improved knowledge of thefcriptureis, gene- 
rally indicated .an indiflfefence tp the natufe and 
obligations of religion itfelf, or befpeaks a total 
ignorance of the bleflings we derive and enjoy 
from free inquiry and debate, by means of the 
prefs; or is the efFed of a lamentable prcju^ce 
againft every defire and attempt to bring all pro^ 
feffing chriAians to abide by the plain and artleft 
gofpel of Chrifts or, when fuch aVerfion to cori- 
troverfy is held by weH-meaning and more candid 
minds, it is no other than their declaring their 
earned defire to eftablifh the end^ while, at the 
fame time, they inconfiAently and peremptorily 
proteft'againft the only means which can effeA 
it»." 

The fentiments of the learned bifhop Pearcc 
are very pertinent here, and deferve to be recited, 
** Let rt be further confidered," fays his lord- 
fh:p,' " that, if no difputes had ^ver been raifed 
in the chriftian church, there is great reafon to 
think, that lefs of truth would have been preferved 

• $cc the very indruflive and entertainiag Memoirs of the 
life and writings of Dr. Arthur Aflilcy Sykcs, by Dr. Difoey,^ 
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in Ut th^n there is |q be fqund at prefent. CIcecp 
tcHs ^$ (Tufc. Pir|j>ut. 1. ii. cap.jt.) thatphilpr 
fQpliy wovld-not. bfivc arrived at that height of 
credit, to which it arrived in Greece^ if it had not 
received force and vigour from the controverfie^ 
lod difputes which were there carried on among 
the learned^ And fo it fares with religion : how« 
ever good men may juftly diflike the methods by 
i^hich difpute^ about religious points are too often 
o^riedon, yet we fee^ that, in fa^ ignorance of 
religion is no where (b grofs as where free debates 
about it are not allowed. Ati^ it is obiervaUfi of 
the earlier- and better ages of the church, that 
when hdetic^ arofe^ and carried fp^ne do^nnes tg 
one extreme, it commonly was when the church 
ieemed inclined to bear too much towards the 
other extreme. . Thefe heretics then, under the 
guidance of providence, caufed a revuljion of bu- 
tnours^ as it were, in the ecclefiadical bodv: it 
brought many back again intp the right channeii 
and made them Aigk more clofely to the truth 
than they would probably have done, if no op- 
pofition had been made. So that difputes about 
the chridian religion feem to have contributed as 
much to the preferving it pure^ as the conftant 
motion of waters does to the keeping themyii;^^/; 
atid if fo, that can be no argument again/f te» 
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liiving chrijliamty^ which b^ been oqe great caufe 
of continuing it worthy to ba believid*. 

After all, it is perhaps niore accurate to ^cjcril:^ 
Mr. Biddle, after his biographer, as ^ finc^rt rr^ 
formiTy than a controverfialift : for, befi^tes pub« 
liihing but a few books, he did not reply to tboft 
diverfe anfwers, which were given to what he did 
publith. For this condu£^ feveral reafons have 
been gjven. ^^ Firil, that he was veiily perfuadedt 
that truth being in itfelf plain and fimple, efpen 
ciajly what is neceflary and very ufefpi) is eafy tO 
be apprehended by few words: it is error that 
ieeks garni(h in many words and figures of fpeech« 
Ag^in, what he did pubtiQi, he well deliberated 
of I fo that he did not find in the advcrfe writings 
atiy thing of moment, which ap attentive reader 
might not perceive already obviated; and they 
that attend not to the firft propofitions, will not 
receive benefit by replies and rejoinders. W« add, 
that he, treading in a path, long overgrown with 
briars and thorns of error and fophiftry, it re- 
quired vaftly greater labour and diligence to find 
put the way of truth, in which no Englifhman 
had, by any appearing footAeps> gone before him 
for m^ny agjes t«*' 

* Bp. Fearcc't Sermoas, vol. t. p. 386} 387. . 
f Short accottfit of hif liff|^ ^v9b ?o.. 
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To thofe who arc convinced that, notwith- 
ftanding bis miftakes in Tome points, Mr. Biddle 
had truth on his fide in the great, quefiions he dif- 
cufled, concerning the unity of God, and the. 
humanity of Chrift, it will be a painful reflexion, 
that his opinions have made but a very flow pro- 
grefs during thefe hundred and twenty years : at 
leaft the firft hundred years of this period. The 
progrefs of truth is ever flow : for it has great 
difiicuhies to encounter from the indolence and 
interefts of mankind ; the difcovery of it is at« 
tended with a painful procefs : light mud be let 
into the minds of men by degrees: and many 
arguments mufl be, one after another, laid before 
them ; and prefented in diflferent forms, and re« 
p^tedly renewed, before prejudices are fubdued 
and convidion is produced. But to every flncere 
lover of God's truth this is a pleafing and encou- 
raging thought : that it is great, and will ik 

THE END PREVAIL. 

In the mean time, it is the duty of every one 
to ufe his own- bed and faithful endeavours to 
come at the knowledge of it, and to promote it. 
** Let him," to ufe the words of the prelate juft 
quoted, " be indifferent, if he will, to the know- 
ledge of the feveral curious fciences, with which 
men of leifure wifely enough fill up the intervals 
of their timet Let him flight, if he will (though 
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I commend him not for it), the account of wh^t 
hiftory records concerning the paft ages of the 
world, or what travellers or voyagers fay concern-, 
ing the diftanr parts of the earth. In all thefc 
things, his ind iTer nee, though not praife- worthy^ 
is not crimlnaly is not dangerous to the health of 
his foul. But, when the queftion is, *' How (hall 
we worftiip God aright," (it may be as juftly faid, 
when it concerns the obje6f of our worftiip) 
•* How (hall we pleafe him ? Upon what terms 
will he receive penitent finners into favour?— 
Can it be wil'dom ? can it be common fenfe, not 
to make a diligent and impartial inquiry ? — No 
man who finds his mind entangled with doubts 
and difficulties can be ju(^ified, if he negledl, as 
Pilate did, to know what the truth is. It is his 
duty to fearch : it is his intere(t to do it \ for the 
fafety of his foul is highly concerned in' it*/' 

• Ut fupri, p, 388, 389. 



THE END. 
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Mr. THOMAS FIRMIN. 



Thb long acquaintance and intimate friendfliip 
I had with Mr* Fxrmik, are (I confefs) warrant- 
able caufes, that fo maHy do expe£i: from me, an 
account of his (memorable) life. If fome other 
man would anfwer the public expeSation, with 
more addrefs, as to expreffion, method, number and 
value of obfervations and reflexions ^ in a word, 
more elegantly; yet I will not be wantii^ i«t 
fincerity or truth. 

Thomas Fiumin was bom at Ipfwich inSuf- 
Ibtlk, in the month of June, an|io 1JS32, b^ing the 
fon of Henry Firmin, and Of PrudeiKe his wife> 
Henry and Prudence, as they did not overflow witi^ 
wealth of the world, fo neither was their coodi- 

tion k>w or ftrait. God gave them the wifl) of 

.... ■ > 

Solomon, neither poverty nor riches j , but that 
middle eftate and rank, which containeth all that 
is valjus^le and defirable in wealth) without th^ 
parade, vanity and temptations, that (generally) 
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adhere to riches. But thefe two were verycorit- 
derable in their degree, or place, both as to edeem 
and plenty ; by means of their fobriety, diligence 
and good conduft, the efF.fts: of their piety, they 
were of the number of thofe, who were then cal- 
led " Puritans," by the loofer fort of people : who 
were wont to impute precifianifm, or affected pu- 
ritanifm, to ftich as were more devout, and withal 
more confcientiouSj and exemplary, than is ordi- 
nary; though in the way of the church of Eng* 
gland. 

When he was of capable years for it, they put 
their fon (Thomas Firmin) to an apprenticefhip 
in London ; uider a m^fter who w.a«? (by ft£l of 
opinioJi.) an arminian, a hearer of Mr. John 
Goodwyn. Our young man, accompanying hif 
matter to the elegant and learned fermons of Mr. 
Goodwyn, foon exchanged the (harfh) opinions 
cf Calvin, in which he had been educated, for 
thofe (more honourable to God, and snore ac- 
countable to the human reafon) of Armlnius and 
the remonftrants. And now it was, that he learned, 
as was the commendable cuftom of thofe timeSi 
to write fliort hand ; at which he was fo dextrous, 
that he would take into a book, any fermon that 
he heard, word for word, as it was fpoken by the 
preacher 5 if the fermon were not delivered with 
too much precipitance. Of this he made a dou- 
ble ufe^ both then, and in the very bufiefl: part of 

bis 
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hi% life* For, i( the fermofi was confiderable, fof 
(judicious) morality, or weighty arguments, he 
often read it, in hU fhort-hand notes, for his own 
further improvement : and then took the pains to 
write it out (in words at length) for the 1>enefit of 
bis acquaintance. He left behind him a great 
many little books of that kind ; fermoas copied fair 
from his fhort-hand notes, Which, not jfeldom, arc 
" multum in parvo." 

As to his demeanor in his apprenticefhip ; he 
was fo nimble in his motions, in taking dowi^ 
opening goods to chapmen, &c. that fome gave 
him the name of " Spirit." And in making his 
bargain, his words and addrefs were fo pleaiing;, 
and re(pe£tful, that after fome time, the cuftomers 
rather chofe to deal with Thomas, than with the 
maftcr of the fliop : or if a bargain was flruck 
between a cuftomer and his mafter, he would 
decide the difference to the liking of both. 

He met, however, with one rub, in tfie courfe 
of his feWice j for the elder apprentice pur- 
loined five pounds of his mafter's money, and laid 
it to the charge of Tom. Firmin. I know not 
whether the imputation was believed, probably it 
was not; but it pleafed God himfelf to judge in 
this cafe. For the elder fervant was, (hortly after, 
taken with a mortal ficknefs ; and, before he diedji 
made confeiGon, that he took and fpent his maf« 

r 

ter's money, Thomas Firmin not being in the 
icaft privy to it. Thus he that made all things 
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the very leaft) dbes not difdain or negle£t to judge 
all things, even little things,. in the propereft time., 
Many crimes are fufFered to reft, or are not pre- 
fently called to judgment: becaufe the delay of 
juftice ordinarily hurts no body ; but, when the in*" 
xiocent and virtuous lie under imputations, by oo 
cafion of the guilt of others, the deteftidn of of- 
fenders, and die execution of wrath, are but feldom 
"(if ever) refpited.. 

So.ibon as he Wd/» made free, he began to tradt 
for himfelf, though his firft ftock was but about 
one hundred pounds. By the opinion he had raifed 
©f himfelf among the merchants and others, and the 
love he had gained among his matter's cuftomers, 
the neighbourhood, and a great number of inci- 
dental acquaintance^ he overcame the difficulties 
of fo weak and incompetent a beginning ; (o that 
in the year 1660^ hemarried-a citizen's daughter^ 
with five hundred pounds to her portion. 

From his firft fetting up (as they fpeak) for 
himfelf, he would be acquainted with all perfons 
that feemed to be worthy, foreigners as well as 
englifli, more efpecially minifters : he feldom 
tlincd without fome fuch at his tablfej which, 
though fomewhat chargeablfe to his (then) flender 
abilities, was of great ufe to him afterwards, both 
in relation to the poor and the public. For out of 
his large acquaintance and multitude of friends, 
he engaged the (powerful) intereft of fbme, and 
tlie (weighty) purfcs pf Qthers, in fomc of thofe 



( 7 ) 

great defigns of charity^ or other fervices to tHr 
public, for which I (hall hereafter account. 

Now aTfo it was, that he happened to become 
jkcquatfited with Mr. Biddle, who much confirmed 
him in his arminian tenets^ and carried him a great 
deal further. Mr; Biddle perfuaded him, that the 
unity of God is a unity of per fin as well as of 
nature ; that the holy fpirit* is indeed a ^^r/^;/, but 
not God. He had a great and^jti ft efteem of Mr. 
Biddle's piety, exemplarinefs and learning ; an4 
is that friend (mentioned in Mr, Biddle's life), 
who gave Mr. Biddle his bed and board, till he 
was fent prifoner by proteftor- Oliver Cromwell 
to the ifle of Scilly 5 and' when there, Mr. Firming 
with another friend, procured^ for him a yearly 
penfion of one hundred crowns from the prote<Sor, 
beiides what he obtained from other friends, oc 
gave himfelf, 

Mr. Firmiti's. diverfiori^ in thiis part of his life-, 
was gardening ; for which purpofe he cultivated 
a piece of ground at Hoxton, not a mile from 
London;- where he raifed flowers, and (in time) 
attained no fttiall fkill in the art of gardening, in 
the culture of flowers, herbs, greens, and fruit-- 
trees of all forts. I have often borne him com- 
pany to his garden; but, either' going or coming 
back, he ufed often to vifit the poor and flclc. 

* [The perfonality of. the holy fpirit is renounced by uoitt* 
rian chriftians; and by tbt ffirit of God^ is very generally un- 
der ft ood, tkeprwer cf God^ or God himfclf.J 
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Ic was one of Mr. Biddle^s leflons, diat it is a 
duty not only to relieve^ but to tifit the fick and 
pooTi becaufe they are hereby encouraged and 
icomforted, and we informed of what nature and 
clegree their firaits are, and that feme are .more 
worthy of affiftance than others ; and their con- 
dition being known, fometimes we are able to 
jjiflift them by our counfely or our intereft, much 
jnore effeftually than by the charity we do, or caa 
beftow upon, them. 

Before I pafs to die next fcene of Mr. Firmin'^ 
life, I am obliged to take notice, that by his bt 
wife he had a fon and a daughter; the fbrnigr 
lived to man's efiate, but died (a bachelor] about 
fcven yea!!S before his father* The mother of 
thefe two children died while Mr^ Firmin was 
(occafionally) at Cambridge, managing there fome 
affairs of his trade. Her death was accompanied 
with this remarkable circumftance* Mr. Firmin 
dreamed at Cambridge, that he faw his wife 
breathing her kft : whereupon, early in the morn- 
ing, he took horfe for London ; but, on the way 
4hither, he met the meffenger who was fent toigiv^ 
htm notice of her deceafe. 

Another (neceffary) remark belonging to thi$ 
jpart of his life is, that though hitherto his wealth 
.was no more than a competence, confidering hi^ 
liberal humour, and the multitude of his acquain- 
tance ; yet he was even then a moil kind brother, 
uncle, and kinfinan. The reader may take account 
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of this in the following tranfcript, behig the 
copy of a paper written by one of his neareft rc^ 
lations, and ^o hath liverf with him above thirty 
years, and was (a great part of that time) his 
partner, and alfo a perfon of great fobriety, dili- 
gence, integrity and prudence, " He had many 
*' relations, of feveral degrees, who ftood in need 
•* of his care and hefp ; to whom he was a very 
•^ kind brother, uncle, and kinfman ; befides tht 
•' great pains he took to promote them, as. it lay 
" in his way or power. His lofs by Come of them,. 
" for whom he advanced money, and his difburfe- 
•^ ments for others of them, amounted to very 
^* confiiJeraUe fuirif: ; a good part of v/hich v/«i8 
** not long after his firft beginning in the worlct 
" This was the greater prejudice to him, be- 
<^ caufe then his own circumfiances requirej 
** money to carry on his trade with cafe ani 
'* advantage j for he had then more occafion 
** for his money, than when he was arrived to a 
" very cohfiderable eftate, which hfe did not till 
*' about feventeen years* before his death. Hi^ 
** eftate at (about) feventeen years before his 
« deceafe, was three times greater than when he 
^ diedy (iiough then confiderable. He might 
<' eafily have increafed it, as much as he dimi-^ 
*' niftied it, had he fet his heart on riches ; but 
** thofe he never vahied in comparifon of doing 
*< good : and 1 have often heard him fay, be wouli 
^* not die morth n^re than five thcujantt poundi.y^ 
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'. Of his Ii]>eralities* to the poor, and die Je^* 
krvingi and the motives to them, I may (ay 
enough hereafter. But lor his beneficence to his 
kiodrod, it proceeded not merely from the benign 
niiy of his nature, or natiiral affbiSiioa; whkb 
(however) to cheriih and improve is a great vir- 
tue ; but from his reverence to the chriftian reli- 
gion. For as be would frequently fay, &at paf* 
fiige of St» Paul to Timothy is to be r^ad a$ it 
ftands in i^ maegia of our bibles, ^' He that pro* 
^^ vides not for bis Own kznoreDi is worfe tbait 
f^ an infidel :'' fo he was went to give that text 
as the reaibn of his bounties to his relations. Sa 
hr was he from that deifm, of wiiich fonre have 
been fo over-forward to fufpe<St him. 

During the imprifonment of Mr.Biddle in the ifle 
©f Scilly,Mr.Fifmin was fettled inLombard-ftreet> 
where firft Mr. Jacoibb, then Dr. Outram, was 
minifter : with Aefe two, being excellent preach^ 
cps,. and learned men, he maintakied a cefpedfut 
and kind fri^dfiup ; tirhich was anfwered ais af* 
fedlionately and cordially on their parts. Now 
alfo fee grew into intimacy with Dr. Whichcote^ 
Drv Worthington, Dr. Wilkins, Mr. Tillotfon : 
Dr. Wilkins . viras afterwards biihop^ rf^ Cbefter,, 
Mr. Tillotfon (for he was not yet made doftor) 
archbilhop of Canterbury; but in their dignity,, 
and to the very laft, Mr. Firmin had the fame 
place and degree in their eftcem and friendihip^ 
* that 



^t at any tSme formcrfy he had. While Dr. T*^ 
lotfon preached the Tuefday's ledure at St. Law-^ 
pence, (fo much frequented by all the divines of 
the town, and by a great many perfons of quality 
and diftindtion) when the dodtor was obliged to 
be at Canterbury, where he was dean, or was out 
of town, either for diverfioh or health, he geneJ- 
rsdly left it to Mr. Firmin to provide preachers 
for his ledure, and Mr. Firmin never failed to 
iQ}^ly his place with fome very eminent preacher $ 
fo tiiat there never was any complaint on the ac* 
count of Dr. Tillotfon's abfence. And this Mi^ 
Firmin could eafily do, for now there was hardly 
a divine of note (whether in London, or, in tht 
country, that frequented London) but Mr. Fir- 
min was become acquaintc^d with him. This 
helped him much to ferve the interefte of many 
('lK^)eful) young preachers and fcholars; candU 
dates for ledures, fchools, cures, or refitorles^ 
'fyr whom he would folicit with as much afFe^W 
and diligence as' other men do for dieir fons^ er 
near relations. 

SSee here a trader, (who knew no latin or greefa, 
nd logic or philofophy) compafled about by an 
inevedible number of learned friends^ who differed 
46 ^widely in opinion from him, and were contik 
nually attacking him for his (fuppofed) errors; 
yet^oidd they never remove him from the belief of 
the UNITY OF GoD) nor did their importunities^ 

or 
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0r his refiftancf, break off (or fo much as leileu) 
the friendfbip between them ; certain arguments 
of the extraordinary wit and good addrefs of our 
friend. 

' Her late majefty (queen Mary) of moft happy 
memory, having heard much of Mr. Firmin's 
ufefulnefs in all public defigns, efpecially thofe of 
charity ; and that he was heterodox in the articles 
of the trinity, the divinity of our faviour, 2^ 
the fatisfa<Slion ; 0ie fpoke to archbilhop Tillotfor^ 
and earneftly recommended it to him, to fet Mr. 
Firmin right in thofe weighty and neceilary points. 
The archbilhop anfwered^ that he had often en- 
deavoured it ; but Mr. Firmin having fo early and 
long imbibed the focinian docSlrioe, wa$ not now 
capable of a contrary impreffion. However, his 
grace publiihed his fermons (fom^erly preached at 
^t. Lav^rence's) concerning thofe quefKons, and 
f(mt Mr. Firmin one of the firft copies from the 
.'prefs. Mr. Firmin, not convinced by his gracufs 
reafonings, or his arguments from holy icripture, 
caufed a very refpeiStful anfwer (although fome \mt 
ftretched one e^preiBon too far), entitled) C01' 
-fiderations 9n th explhafhns end defmces 0/ thi 
do^rine af the trinity^ to be drawn up and pub- 
liihed, hin>felf giving to his grace a copy of it % I 

• ■ ■ . • . 

* [Sec third volume of VnltarioH frsffh 410. 1694.}. 
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aiuft not omit to do the archbifliop juftice againfl: 
thofe who pretend, that the archbllhop, notwitb^. 
ftanding thofe fermons, was inhis heart an unitarian* 
For Mr. Firmin himfelf told me, (hortly after the 
archbiihop had publiihcd thofe fermons, that go- 
ing to Lambeth, and the archbifhop happeniiig to 
-dine in private, he fcnt for Mr. Firmin to him, 
and £iid to this efFed, " that the calumnies of peo- 
ple had obliged him to publifh his fermons, fome 
time fince preached at St. Lawrence's againft the 
tenets of Socinus ; that he had fincerely preached 
as he then thought, and continued flill to thinlc, 
of thofe points *, that, however, nobody's falfe im-- 
putations (hould provoke, him to give ill language 
to perfons who diiTented confcientioufly, and for 
weighty reafons* That he knew well this was 
the cafe of the Socinians, for wbofe learning and 
dexterity he fliould always have a refped, as well 
as for their fincerity and exemplarinefs/' After- 
.flards, when Mr^ Firmin gave him a copy of 
The Confederations j after he had read it, he only 
laid, " My lord of Sarum (hall humble your 
writers/* Nor did he afterwards, at any time, 
exprefs theleaft coldnefs on the account of the 
anfwer made to him, but ufed Mr. Firmin as forr 
merly, inquiring, as he was wont, " How does 
" my fon Giles ?" for fo he called Mr. Firmin"s 
fon, by his fecond wife. 

B About 
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About the time the (great and goo43 archbifliop 
died, the controverfy concerning the trinity, aiid 
the depending queftions, received an unexpeded 
turn. The unitarians took notice, from D. Peta- 
vius, Dr. R. Cudworth, S. Curceliaeus, the Oxford 

heads, Dr, S th and others, that their oppofers 

agreed indeed in contending for a trinity cf diyine 
|>erfons, but differed from one another^ even as 
much as from the unitarians,, concerning what is to 
be meant by the term ptrfons. Some of them fay, 
three divine pirfons are three (eternal, infinite) 
minds J fpiriu^ Juhftanas and beings ; but others 
re]e£l this as herefy, blafphemy, and tritheifm. 
Thefe latter afitrm, that God is om (infinite, 
eternal, all-perfedi} mind andfpirit \ and the tri- 
nity of perfons is the godhead, divine effehce, or 
divine fubftance, confidered as unbegctten^ begot^ 
Un^ and proceeding ^ which modes or properties 
they (further) explain by original wifdom^ unbegot- 
ten, and therefore named "the fether;" the reflex 
wifdoM^ logos, or WORD, which being generated or 
begotten, is called " the fon;" and the eternal 
fpiration of divine love^ that has therefore the 
name of " holy fpirit." The unitarians never in- 
tended to oppofe any other trinity, hut a trinity of 
(infinite) minds or fpirits \ grant to them, that 
God is one infinite fpirit or mind, not two ik 
three, they demand no nipre» Tiiey applied them*- 

felves. 
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ielves, therefore,, to inquirr, which of die(S 'tri- 
nities^ a trinity o( fpirits or of pnperties^ i« th^ 
'do<ftrine of the catholic chtmrh. They could not 
mifs of a ready fatisfaflion* All fyftetns, cate- 
chifms, books of contrpverfy, councils^ writers 
that have heen efteemed catholic, more efpecially 
fince the (general) Lateran council, anno I2I5) 
and the reformation^ have defined God to be om 
infinite alUpirfeSi fpirit ; and the divine ptrfons 
to be nothing elfe, but the divine efTence or god» 
head^ with the three relative properties^ imbegot- 
ten, and begotten, and proceeding. They faw, 
therefore^ plainly, that the difference between the 
church and. the unitarians bad arifen from a mere 
miftake of one another's meaning : a miftake oc- 
4;afioned (chiefly} by the uofcriptural terms tri* 
nity^ perfonsy and fiich like* They rcfolved, that 
\t became them, as good chriftians, to feek the 
peace of the catholic church, and not to litigate 
nbout terms (though never fo improper, or imply- 
ing only trifles,) when the things intended by 
thofe terms are not unfound oji: heterodox. Theffs 
(honeft, pacific) inclinations of men, who had 
no defign in their diflfent from the church, gave 
birth to '* The agreement between the unitarians 
""and the catholic church j" a book written at the 
inftance (chiefty) of Mr. Firmin, in anfwer to 
Mr. Edwards, t}ie bifliops of Worcefter, Sarum, 
a|id Cbi^hefter, and monfieur de Luzanxy* I 

B 2 need 
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' need not to fay, what will be owned by every 
(ingenuous) learned perfon, without hefitation, 
that The Agreement is as well the dodlrine of the 
catholic church, as of the unitarians ; and that in 
all the points, fo long and fiercely debated and 
Tcontroverted by the writers of this and former 
ages. It muft be confefled, the hands of a great 
many excellent perfons did concur to this re-union 
of parties, that feemed fo widely and unreconcilably 
divided, and did encourage the Author of Hit 
Agreement in his (difihterefted, laborious) fearches 
into antiquity, and other parts of learning ; anrf 
feveral learned men, fome of them authors in 
the focinian (or unitarian) way^ cxan^insd ths 
work with the candour and ingenurty that are as 
neceflary, in fuch cafes, as learning or judgment 
are. Mr. Firmin publifhed it, when examined and 
corrected, with more fetisfaftion than he had be- 
fore given in different controverfial writings. I did 
not wonder, however, that our friend vras fo ready 
to embrace a reconciliation with the church : for 
he was ever a lover of peace, and always f^«* 
formed as far as he could^ according to that di- 
reftion of the apoftle, Whereunto we have already 
attained^ let us walk by the fame rule. Which 
with the beft interpreters he underftood thus : 
" Conform to the doftrines, terms and ufages, 
*' that are commonly received, as far as you can ; 
<* if, in fome things, you differ frdm the church, 
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<^ yet agree with her, and walk by her rule, to 
^^ the utmoft that in confcience you may > or, a$ 
'' the apoftle himfelf words ityfqfar as (or where- 
" unto) you have attained.*' From this prin- 
ciple it was, that our friend never approved of 
thoTewho feparate from the communion of th^ 
church on the account of ceremonies, habits, form 
government, or other mere circumftantials of re- 
ligion. He was wont to tell fuch, that feeing it 
was undeniable they might communicate with the 
church without either lin or fcandal, and did com- 
municate on fome occafions ; it is therefore both 
fcandal and fm to feparate and divide. With this 
he filenced many, and reclaimed divers*. 

In the year 1658, the unitarians were banifhed 
out of Poland ; the occafion was this : Poland had 
beeo long harafled with moft dangerous civil and 
foreign wars, infomuch that at one time there 
were in arms in Poland, I^ithuania, and the Ukrain, 
one hundred and fourfcore thouiand Poles, as many 



* [This argument for conformity will not, in the. moft dtftant 
fllcgrcr, apply to thofe who, believing the proper unity of Godt 
fiiall continue to join in giving religious worlhip to Jefus Chrfft, 
the creature of God ; or to a trinity of Gods. A pra^lice highly 
reprehenfible upon every principle of religion and morals; and 
"whiclj^ it may reafonably be fuppofed Mr. Firmin himfelf 
would have viewed in the fame light, had the fubje£l been pre- 
vioufly difcuded, as in our day, or had his temper and habits 
tdmitted bim to think for himfelf' in this refpefl.} 
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Tartars, and two hundred thoufand Coflacks, be^ 
fides powerful bodies of Auftrians, and Tranfdva* 
nians, who attacked Poland on the weft and fouth* 
The ravages and defolations committed, and caufed, 
by fo many great armies, in a country that has 
but few fortified places, were inexprefiible. Po- 
land^ therefore, was reduced to {iich a feeble and 
de^rate condition, that theiT king withdrew him* 
felf } and the king of Sweden took the advantage 
©f their confiifion and k)W eftate, to invade them 
with forty thou&ndmen, regular troops. He took 
the cities of Warfaw and Cracow, and with them 
sdmoft all Poland : he conftraiiied the Polandere 
to take an oath of Cubje£Hon and allegiance to 
him J which oath was firft fubmitted unto, and 
taken, by the roman catholics, then hy the pro* 
teftants, and, not till laft of all, by the unitarians.. 
But the fwedifh king engaging himfelf in other 
wars, particularly with Denmark, and in Ger- 
many, John Cafimire, king of Poland, appeared 
again ; and the Poles generally joining their king, 
at length drove the Swedes out of Poland: the 
fwedilh king found himfelf obliged to condefcend 
to a (reafonable) peace with king Cafimire. As 
the unitarians were the laft that fubmitted to the 
obedience of Swedeland, fo being' bound thereto 
by an x)ath, they did not concur with the other 
Polanders in rebelling againft him. Thfey confidere^ 
the fwedilh king as a fair conqueror, and a pro- 
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teftant prince, and themfelves as tied to him hf 
oath ; therefore, they even opppf^d, in fome places, 
the revolt from him. This was interpreted a 
defertion of their natural prince, and native coun- 
try ; and (though all the partakers, with the fwedidi 
king, were included in the peace made with hin) 
Was avenged in the very next diet after the peace;, 
ty a decree and edi<9:^ the fum of whicli wis as 
follows: " The toleration granted by die lawsj 
** and coronation-oaths of the Icings, to di (Tenters 
^' from the church, does not legally extend to tht 
•' unitarians (whom they called arians, or ana^- 
*• baptifts), this betng a new herefy, fi nee the 
** granting that indulgence or toleration ; there- 
*' fore all unitarians, who within fuch a limited 
** time will not embrace the roman-catholic reli- 
*' gion, (hall be baniflied out of Poland ; allow- 
** ing, however, two years (in efFeft but one) to 
•* fell their eftates, whether real or perfonal.'* 
Hereupon, the unitarians left Poland^ and fettled, 
fome in Tranfilvania, where divers provinces and 
cities are unitarian; fome in ducaf R-uffia^ and 
Brandenburg, where they enjoy Jike privileged 
with his eleftoral highnefs's other fubje£ts; fom^ 
(few) in Holland, Thefe unitarians were (in 
my opmion) unhappy, th^t they had not a man 
among them who could difcern it, and {hew them^ 
that neither la the article of the trinity,, nor of 
the divinity of our feviour, they had any re^l dif- 
' ferene© 



fihrence with the catholic church: and Aat the 
terms ufed by the church, imply nothing that is 
contrary to the unity of God, as it is held by 
learned men. Their confeffiox), which they pub- 
lilhed upon their banifhment, afcribes as much to 
our faviour^ as is intended by the catholic terms 
incarnation f God-man^ God the fon^ hyfojlatical 
(or perfonal) union, and the reft : therefore, fee* 
ing the church will not difmife thofe (uiifcriptural) 
termSy but (for certain reafons) contents berfejf 
to interpret them to a found fenfe, it had beeiji 
well if the polifh uiiitarians had been fo dextrous, 
as to diftinguiih between an unfound fenfe, and 
improper terms ; difclaiming only the former, ai>d 
fubmitting to the latter*. The unitarian cpngre* 
gat ions in Poland had many poor perfons ; there- 
fore the nobility and gentry prayed a contribution 
for them, from all unitarian churches of foreiga 
parts : and though they knew there were but few 
unitarian families in England, they fent a letter to 
us to intreat our help. Mr. Firmin procured for 
them fome affiftances from private perfons ; and, 
though without a brief, fome colle£tions in 
churches: both thefe in the year 1662. But I 

* [Mr. Firmio's biographer appears to have faUen into the 
cpfuiftry of Mr. Firmin himfelf oo the fubje£t of conformity; 
which we cannot but greatly difapprove, howeyer we msy 
'v«lue hii principles of inregriiy in other refpe^lt.] 

mentioa 
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mention this for the fake of what happened aniio^ 
1681, for then king Charles granted a brief for 
another fort of polonian fufferers, proteftants alfo: 
thefe were they who had fufFered tbe unitarians to* 
be banifhed about twenty years before, when it 
nvaS' in their pawer to have prevented it, if fo» 
much as one of their deputies had proteffed againfl^ 
it in the diet. ,They willingly permitted, nay^ 
they promoted J the violation of the liberty of 
difTenters not twenty years before- 5 and now,^ 
weakened by the lofs of the Whole unitarian 
intereft, it came to their own turns to be th^t 
fuifFerers. They had never loft either country, or 
jibeity^j if they had not voted thcmfelves out o9 
both, by their (former) votes againff the unfta* 

A. 

rians* A toleration or liberty of religion, once vio-^ 
Jated, will foon be difregarded ; for break it only in* 
one inftaiice, or party, and you have difannulled 
the whole reafon of it, and all the pleas for it. 
'^Phe pialice of any againft the Englifti unita- 
rians comes now too late i they lefs difTent from 
the church (if they are at all diflenters) thaiv 
any other denomination of difTenters*: therefor© 
let thofe diflenters look to it, who have promoted 

* [This argument is founded apoQ the prefumption that the 
church of England is unitarian; but the inconfiUency in her 
do^rines, and the difference between the liberty fhe claimSf 
and that which (he allows, jufttfies the plea of the unitarian dif* 
fcnter beyood the pofllbility of stfutition.] ' : ' 
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a biti, in name and pretext,, againft itnniora- 
li ty, and blafphetny ; in truth and real defign 
againft ^ unitarians*. I &id king^ Charles granted 
a brief for the polonian proteftants, ^o had af- 
filed in baniihing the polonian unitarians — This 
brief ^r. Firmin promoted as much as in him 
lay :. I find he received of nine diiTenttng cengre- 
gationsy iiol. i6s. lO^* and in another book 
I find the fum of 568!. i6$« o^d. coUe^d on the 
£ime account. 

We are now come to another part of Mr. Fir- 
min's life, his fecond marriage. In theyearr 1664. 
he married a daughter of a jufiice of peace ia 
the county of £flex>. and bad with her^ b^icb^ 
^mi the qualifications of a good wife, a confideraUe 
portion. God w^s ple^e^ to give them fevet|l 
children ; but one fon, Giles Fir/niii, lived to 
man's eflate. He promifed to becom? an eminent 
merchant, his father giving him the whole portion 
be had received with his mother : 9fii. tfa^ young 
gentleman going into Portugal,. to> manage th^tc 
his own bufmefs, he was called hy the heavenly 
ibither to eternal mercie$« 

In the year 1665 was a great ptague,/ of which 
liiere died in that one year, in London only, near 
0ne hundred thoufand perfons :. moil of the weal^ 
Ihier citizens removed themfelves and children 
into the country; fo did Mr. Firmin, but left a 
jl^ijpi(man in his houfe, ^ith order to relieve fo.n^e 

poor 
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poor weekly, and to give out fluff to employ them 
in making fuch commodities as they were wont. 
He forcfaw that he (hould be hard put to it, to 
difpofe of fuch an abundance of commodities as 
thefe poor people would work off, in fo long time, 
for him only : but when he returned to London, 
a wealthy chapman (who was greatly pleafed with 
his adventurous charity) bought an extraordinary 
quantity of thofe goods ; fo that he incurred no 
Jofs^ at that time^ by employing the poor. 

The year after the ficknefs, happened the great 
fire, by which the city of London fuflained the 
damage of ten millions of pounds flerling. Mn 
Firmin, with his neigbours, fufFered the lofs of his 
houfe in Lombard-flreet, and took (thereupon) a 
houfe and warehoufe Jn Leadenhall-flreet* But 
now his fine fpirit, and generous way of trading, 
wer^ £o well known, that in a few years he fo 
improved his flock, that he rebuilt his houfe^ and 
built alfo the whole court (excepting two or three 
houfes) in which he lived. And having now 
provided fufficiently for himfelf and family, he 
began to confider the poor. 

His firfl fervice to them, or rather to God in 
their perfons, was the building a warehoufe by th6 
water-fide, for the laying up corn and coals, t6 
be fold to the poor, in fcarce and dear times, at 
moderate and reafonable rates, at the rates they , 
had been purchafed, aUoiving pnly for lofs (if zrtf 

(hould 
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AMuld happen) by damage of the goods while 
kept. 

He went on with his trade in Lombard-ftreet 
till the year 1676, at which time I eftimate he 
was worth about nine thoufand pounds. If we 
coailder, that this eftate was raifed from a begin- 
ning of about one hundred pounds, in an ordinary 
way of trade, and in about twenty years time ; to 
what a mighty wealth would k have grpw;n, in 
the hands of fuch a manager, in his remaining 
twenty or one and twenty years ;- had not his 
native liberality, great mind and zeal of ferving 
the divine m^efty, turned his endeavours a con- 
trary way J to fupport, and to raife others, while 
he leflened and impaired himfelf ? For in this year 
fae erecfted his warehoufe in Little Britain, for the 
employment of the poor in the linen manufafture* 
Let us hear what archbifliop Tillotfon (then but 
dean Tillotfon) fays of this defign of Mr. Firmin, 
in his fiineral-fermon on Mr. Gyuge, anno 168 1. 
*< He (Mr. Gouge) fet the poor of St. Sepul- 
*' chre's parifli (where he was minifter) to work, 
*' at his own charge. He bought flax and hemp 
^* for them to fpin ; when fpun, he paid them. for 
** their work, and caufed it to be wrought into 
" cloth, which he fold as he could, himfelf 
*' bearing the whole lofs. This was a very wife 
*' and well-chofen way of charity 4 and in the 
** good effeft of it, a much greater charity, than 

" if 
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** if he had given .-to thqfe very perfons (freely 
" and for nothing) fo much as he made them to 
" earn by their work : becaufe, by this means he 
'' refcued theni from two moft dangerous tcmpta- 
" tions, idlenefs and poverty. This courfe, fo- 
*^ happily devifed and begun by Mr. Gpuge, gSLve^ 
^\ it may be, the firft hjnt to that ufeful mid wor- 
*' thy citizen, Mr. Thomas Firmin, of a much 
*' larger defign ; which has been managed by 
''. him fome years, . in this city, with fuch vigour 
^' an4 good fuccefs, that qjany hundreds of poor 
*' children, and others, who lived idle before, 
** unprofitable both. to tbemfelves and the public, 
** now maintain theniftlves, and. are alfo fome 
*^ advantage to the community. By the affiftauce 
*' and charity of many excellent and well-difpofed 
" perfons, Mr. Firmin is enabled tabear the un- 
*' avoidable lofs and charge of fo vaft an under- . 
** taking ; and by his own forward inclination to., 
" charity, and unwearied diligence and adivity, , 
" is fitted to fuftaia and go through the incredible, 
". pains of it." (Sermon on Mr. Gouge, p. 6^/ 

It is of this projeft and warehoufe that Mr. . 
Firmin himfelf fpeaks, in a book of his, entitled,.- 
Propcfais for the employment of the poor^ in thefc ; 
words : " It is now above four years fince I f?t • 
" up my workhoufe in Little Britain, for the 
'' employment of the poor, in the. linen manuri; 
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^^ ftAure I which hatb aflbrdrd fo grett he^ anl 
<<< rdltcrf to nMny handrdls of poor families, thtt 
^^ I m/¥W dUj and I (ear never OM do, an* aAkm 
^ more to my own fadsfaftion,' or to tiie good 
'^ and fa€ffiefk of the poor/' He employed, in this 
mftnti/adure) fometii?M« fixteen hundred, fome- 
tim^ finrtntten hundred fptnners^ "befides dreflers 
of Aui, W0av4r«9 and others. . 

Beoamfe he found that hts- poor miift work fix- 
teen hours- in the day to earn fNcpence) and thought 
that their nec«ffidej» and 4abour were not feifici- 
eiitlyfupp)t«d, or Mcootpenfed) by thoTe effl-ningss 
therefore, be was wont to di(kibute<:harity among 
vth^sm, as he Qm their need, dfpecially at Chrift- 
mas, and in hard weather. Without this eharity, 
fomeof them would h&veperi(hed for want, when 
cither they or their children fell ill. He ufed alfo 
to lay in vaft ^quantities of coals, which he ga^e 
out by a peck at a time : whoev^^ of the ^nners 
'brought in two pounds of yarn^ mi^ take away 
with them a peck of coals, befides what coal^ 
were given to fuch as were aucien^ had many 
children, or any fick in their family. But, becaufe 
they foiled themfelves by carrying away coals in 
their aprons or fkirts, he obviated that inconve- 
nience, and damage to them, by giving them can- 
vafs bags. Cleanlinefs contributing much to health, 
he diftributed among them fhirts and Shifts madeof 
the coarfcr and ftronger fort of cloth, that had been 
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ipun by thenlfel ve9,iafKi he gzvt tbe^fiuliedifeamotig 
their children. Much of this linen he begged f6r 
them ; far he found, among his acq^uaintamce aitd 
friencb, divers charitable perfons^, who wovid ra- 
ther buy the cloth thsit had been wrought foy ottr 
home^poory than porchafe it, though at fomewhtit 
cheaper rates, from merchants or fliops, dial fell 
£Darce any except foreign doth. By the afflftan^e 
and order of his friends, he- gave to nscft, w6- 
ineii, and ctuldren, fbmettmesi three thoufiuid ifairts 
and ihifts iit two years. Bat ftiU foftber to enr- 
courage and help his poor^ he would invite per* 
ftms of ability to come to his worichauft^ ocr da3rs 
ihe fpinners brought thehr yarn,.tiiat>.(eeii^ their 
pioverty and diligence, he might the more eafily 
pnfiiade them to giv^ or fubferibe, iiMRietiifng fer~ 
their reliefs Some would work, birc knew iiot 
Ac art 4f ^Mitmng, . or wece not able to purchafir 
wheels and reels ; for diefe he hired teachers, and 
trttiy gave them their jreels^and wheels. He often 
took up poor children as they were begging in- 
the ftreets, whom he caufed to be taught at ids 
ovin charge, and provided for them their reels aft4 
wheels, which were never deduded out of their 
irorfc* 

Ift his book tfpr^pfab he takes notice diat, ^ In 
^ Above four dK)uiand pounds laid o«t the bft year, 
^ reckoning houfe-rent, fcrrants' wi^es, lofs by 
^ learners, with Ht^ intereft of tiKT smuey, dieore 
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";«ras itot above two hundred pounds loft. Onie 
** chief reafon of which was, the kindnefe of feveral 
" pcrfons, who took off good quantities of commo- 
'* dities at the price they coft me to fpin and 
^^ weave : and, in particuhu:, the Eaft India and 
*^ Guinea companies gave me encouragement to 
^^ maketheir^/Ztf^iix cloths, and coarie canvas for 
** pepper, bags 5 which before Aey bought from 
" foreign countries*.'* 

:He pubHflied that book of prep of ah to engage 
t>thcrs to £et the poor to work, at a public charge; 
or at leaft toafGft him, and two or three friends, 
in what he bad now carried on, for above five yeaiis, 
at the loOs of above one thoufand pounds. But^ 
finding that the brd mayor and the aldermen were 
jiot perfuaded by. what he had offered in His book, 
and by difcour& with them, and other wealthy ci- 
tizens, he began to leflen the fpinning trade : for 
I find that. in the year 1682, the whole difbuHe- 
ment was only two thoufand three hundred arid 
thirty-feven pounds three (hillings, and yet the lofs 
thqr^^by that year was two hundred and fourteen 
pcunds... 

It fliould fcem he did not meet wi th fo many chari- 
table perfons, who would buy his manufaflure at the 
price it coft him, as in fome former years.- — Nay, 
from this, time the lofs increafed yearly upon hith. 
For feven or. eight years -together he loft twcUpente 
in the fliilling, by all the work of his poor ; but he 
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«w tontcnted, for lie wotdd fik)^, 1m^pmci£mM 
them iy hfs in thrir mwriy war funafi tmuhjitve4 
40 the public^ in tbiKt it took them off from heggary 
or theft. But his loTs fome years was extmordi* 
Mry. In the year 1683, the trade iocrcafingagatni , 
kk% own d»(biiirfemeiitS) befides bis friends^ were 
not Ms than two thou&nd pounds) the lofsfor thAC : 
year was four hundred pounds* Continuing tbA% , 
kk^ the year 16849 the balance of Ior% not then re^ 
cetved^ ameunted to iiiven hundred and fixt^-tbi^ 
p«iAnd«« Arid sA the year i6ft$ it increafedlp 
tint hundred pounds eleven ihiUings iknd threes- 
{HK)(e I toward which loft, an eminent citizen, who 
h^ five hundred pounds in that ftoek, quitted the 
wthole principal, and required no intel'cft. In the 
^rs 1686, 1687^ 1688; and 1689) thrtradi4iic^> 
dined for want of more fuch benefadocs. The I06 
Aow remaining was four hundred and thirteen 
pounds, eleren {hillings and three^rpencej, the vakie 
of the goods then in hand, and debts flanding ottt . 
being eomp'ttted at three hundred and fsvem^-twa 
pounds three (billings and one permy,. I find nb 
more in the whole leceired ttein two hundred and 
feventy-nine pounds and one penny, which falling 
fliart ninety-itbree pounds three (hillings^ added to 
the former lofs of four hundred and thirteen^poimds 
eWen (hillings and three-penece, makes five hutt* 
dradaikl fit: pounds fourteen ^ (hillings and three-. 
fence*. Thia whole fam I fiixL not any ti^y made 
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good) but remains due to Mr« Firmin, though Tve^ 
ver reckoned by him as anj part of his eftate. 

Anno 1690. The defign was taicen up by tbt 
patentees $f the linen manufa£iure ; who made the 
poor, and others, whom they employed, to work 
cheaper ; yet that was not fufficient to encourag€ 
tiiem to continue the manufadure. The patent 
tees -agreed with Mr. Firmin, to give him one hun- 
dred pounds a year to overfee and govern their 
manufadhire: but feeing their undertaking had 
not anfwered their, or his, expectations, he never 
received the promifed fklary, nor difcounted it to 
them ; and if he had, he would certainly have^ 
given it (in money, linen, and coals) among the 
fptnners^ This I venture to fay, becaufe when 
he dre^ fome prizes in one of Mr. NeaVs lotteries 
to the value of one hundred and eighty pounds, he 
feferved to himfelf only the money he had adven- 
tured : the money gained, he gave partly to fome 
relations, and partly to the poor. 

But the popr fpinners, being thus deferted, Mr. 
Firmin returned to them again, and managed that 
trade as he was wont : but fo, that he made rt 
bear almoft its own charges. But in order that 
their fmailer wages might be comfortable to them^ 
he was more charitable to them in his diftribu- 
tions, in this than in any former years j and beg- 
ged for them of almoft all perfons of rank, with 
whom -be bad intimacy, or fo much as friendfhi^. 

He 
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He would alfb carry his cloth to divers perfon% 
with whom he fcarce had any acquaintance ; tet- 
ling them, " it was the poor's clotji, whict in 
^*- confcience they ought to buy at the price it could 
*^ be afforded:'*. If the buyers were very wealthji^ 
he prevailed on them to give fome of the clgth. 
they had bought, in fhirting ;* and he would 
quickly fend for the money^ that v/as due for 
theck>th. But, without thefe ways, it had been 
impofiible for him, to imploy fuch a multitude of 
people, who could not ftay a minute for their 
money. This continued to be his chief bufinefs 
and care, to the day of his death : faving 
that about two years fince, when the calling in 
the clipped money occafloned fuch a fcarcity qf 
current coin, that it was hard with many lich to get 
money enough to go to maricet, he was forced to 
difmifs fome cf his fpinners, for mere want of mo^ 
ney to pay them, I heard- his partner and kinit 
man, Mr. James, tell him, that he had taken about 
feven hundred pounds out of dieir cafli- already, 
for the fpinners ;. and that he fliould take out no 
more, as yet. Not that Mr. James was not always 
an encourager and promoter of the work-houfe 
charity j for he never took any interjeft-moneyy^ 
for his fhare in that ftock : but, their whole com- 
mon trade going through the {lands of Mr. James, 
and being, managed by him, he was more fenfible 
Ihan Mr, Firmin,, that more ready money could 
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jiotte {puti to that uft, without gitat diUvafl- 
Cige tD their trade. . 

Flax. and tow b«iiig goods very combttfttUe, 
Jtfr, Firmin was always a little uaatfy^ left by 
lifgne accident^ , die work-houie, being in the 
ketptf»g only of fervants, .ihould take fire : and I. 
reoieinber the boys, in one of their licentkns 
eifnt* of throwing rq.vibs,,fiun§ one into the 
W^k^houfi celhur, where the tow and flax wife 
ftovred 9 bnt providenpc did not perititt it fbouU 
40 any hurt. 

Before I difiAifs thin work-hooTc; . I muft take 
notice, that at his deaths ouc £rtend toM Dr. L. 
that he did not regret his dying» only he could hare 
been willing (had GcA fe pkafed) to have conti- 
fW^ two months longer, . to put bia work-houfi^; 
and fpinners into another ml^thod. . That method 
h now fettkd by Mn James ', and the poor (piiw 
ners ewtployed as formerly. 

Concerning this work-houie, and the fpinners^ . 
Mr. Firmin would often fay, that. To pay tr 
rtliroe thi ff inner s^ with m$Hey heggei fmr 
them J with coaisy and Jhirting^ was. i§ him fuch 
a phafftrej as magnificent huilditigs^ pUmfamt 
walks^ weU cultivated orchards and gardens^ the 
jollity ofmujic andwins^ or the charms ^f Iruo or 
Jludy^ are to others* I am perfoaded he iaid no 
more than the truth ; for Mr. James, who was 
his apprentice^ journeyman, and partnei^ upwards 
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of thirty years, gives this account of his uncle*^ 
cxpence on this and other charities 5 " Comparing 
** and balancing, feys he,hi3 expencesandloffes witb 
** his gains, he might have left an cftate behind him 
*' of at leaft twenty thoufand pounds,- if he had not 
*^ given and (pent it in public and private charities^ 
** buildings, and other good works ; whereas now 
■** his eftate amounts to no more than a fixth part of 
" that fum." But it was his fettfed refolution not 
to be richer : he told me, but a little before he died, 
that v^ere he now worth forty thoufand pounds>h*» 
would die but very little richer than he then 
was. I inclined to think that in fuch caf^, he would 
have died much poorer j for fuch a fum woutd 
have engaged him in fuch vaft defigns • fer 
his province, the poor, that (probably) he would 
have gone beyond the expencc he intended at 
firll for them. I have heard his phyfician blame 
him fometimes, that he did not allow himfelf com- 
petent time for his dinner ; but ha(tened to Gar- 
raway*s cofFee-houfe, about his affairs. But thofe 
affairs were feldom, if ever^ his own 5 he was to 
folicit for the poor, or in the bufinefe of ibme 
friend who wanted Mr. Firmin*s intereft : or be 
was to meet on fome defign relating to the pub- 
lic good. In thefe matters his friends, that were 
not quick in their difpatches, had reafon oftentimes 
to complain of him, as not giving them fufiicient 
time, to. difpatch bufineis with bimi for he was 
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tAMe above moft men, in a{>prehenficD, in 
i^eccby judgment^ refolujtidni aod a£tfonv 

He was perfuaded by Tome to make trial of the 
Woolen manufaSure ;; becaufe zt this,, the poor 
■light make better wages, than at linen Work. 
For this, he took a houfe in Artillery Lane: bat 
Ibe {MTiGt of wool advancing very much, and tbe 
Loadon (pinfters beif^ almoft wholly uiiikilfiil at 
daawing a woolio-tfareadf after a confiderable lo& 
iy the&v ^ twemy*aint aiontha* f riali he (gave 
up ^ projedi 

He laboured wiA a partioidar aeal and ^Bdvibfy 
In redeeming ftoor 'defalDrs o^t^ofprifon^ notioniy 
$B it was charity to -the perfons, but out of rqgard 
H^ their (in the n^ean time) diftrefied and ftarved 
fiMailifs^: be would'fiiy, the releafe of one man out 
«f priibo, is a.relief beftowed <la bis whole fiuaily. 
I have fiire grounds to believe, that it was himielf 
f)f whom he Qmke, ie his book of Pr^pofak^ p. %%. 
ikniw^mmam^ wbop in a.fiw ymrt hft ft^i 
wM tbi charity of f9m$ worthy perfonif bms diU-- 
mfTidfime hundrods of poor piople wi of prifm ; 
who Uty ibgft^ sithor only for jsihr*s fnsj or fhr 
very fmall dthts : I haw f^afon H MUvg that 
many mon bow bum delivored by oibm ; 4i»d.yet 
MM- /ball Jbulf tbi prifimi vsry full tf prifonmrt at 
thit time. 

As -he diicharged great numbers of priianer!s, 
1ml took care £ac the better and ^afier fubfiftente 
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xt olhcrs, while in prifon : for he \rouM exstnaine 
the priA>nerS) coiicf:rn!ng their uiag« by their 
keepers ; and fomctirties profecuted jailors, before 
the judges^ for ^^orting unlawful fees, and other 
exorbitant pra6lices. I remember, oue of d^ 
jailors profecuted by Mr. Firmin, made a rope, 
and hanged himfelf before the matter wa& <iet«r* 
lAined : ^ flrong prefumption, that he was con* 
feious to himfelf, of great fkiltinefs, and a demon- 
firalave proof, of the great %ieed of fuch profecu*^^ 
tions, and of the virtue of him that undertook 
them. 

He continwed thefe endeavours for poor debtors, 
from before the year i6Si to bis laft breath: 
but being grieMd, that he could do nothing far 
debtors, confined for great fums^ therefore, on boi^ 
half of fuch he always vigoroufly pi^moted a6ls 
of grace by parliament, whereby Jnfol vent debtors 
were difeharged. Tho' hfe never was a pariiainent ' 
'tnan, be had mighty intereft in both houfes ; t»n^ 
wa« the caufe that many bills were quafhed, Bot- 
others paiTed : infomuch, that-onoGi, ^en an ^St 
of grace for poor prifoners, that was* liable to 
have, and had, an ill ufe made of it by unconAriv 
onable or knavifli peo[de, pafled the houfes and 
royal aifent ; he was upbraided with it by fome of 
the creditors, and told that it was his a£):. 

Mr. FnTnin was not infenfible, that fometlmes 
people come into prifons, or otherwife become 
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pooT) more by their own. negligence, idIene(St. 
riot, and pride, than by hii&ap and mifad venture; 
]|iet he could not join with thofe, who fay' here- 
upon, they hate the poor ; and t/jat fucb well dir 
Jerve the Jiraits^ and miferies^ th^t they bring on 
tbemf elves n He was wont to anfweri.ro fuch re^? 
(bnings, that; // would he a mijerahle tvorld'^in^ 
deed^ if the divine providence Jhould. a^ by that 
Yule: if God Jhould Jbow no favour^, grant n§ 
bilp^ or deliverance to msj in th^fe Jlraiis or^caJa^ 
mities^ that are the effcSls of our fins. If the 
univerfal Lo'^d fecks to reclaim^ and to better us^ 
by favour Sy and graces \ do we dare to argue 
againji the exarnple fet by him ; and agaiift a, 
method^ without whicly no man livii^g may ajk. 
any thing of Gcd ? ■ 

There is no place whatfoever, but of neceffity 
it muft have divers poor, more efpecially London : 
where every houfs having one or more fervants, 
who are obliged to fpend their whole wages in 
tifethes; when thefe fervants marry, every little 
mithap in the world reduces them to beggary ; 
their fmall, or rather no, beginnings are cruOied 
by every accident. Mr. FirmiiV had fo fulla fenfc 
of this, that (in fome years of his life) he begged 
about five hundred pounds a year 5 which he dif- 
tributed to th? poor, at their houfcs, or at his own, 
by the fums of two fhillings and fix-pence, or five 
(hillings, or ten (hillings, or fifteen fhillings, as he 
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£iw (or was well informed of) )3st neceffides of the; 
perfons. The way be took for the better efFed« 
ing this charitable diftrlbution, was j' he would, 
inquire of the mo& noted perfons for hone% and 
charity, in the fevend parifhes, who were die moft 
neceffitous aad beft deferving poor in that neigh- 
bourhood : he went then to their houfes, that he 
inight judge fardxer, by their meagre looks, num- 
ber of children, forry furniture, and other circum- 
ftances, in what proportion it might be fit to affift 
them. He always took their names and numbers 
into a book ; and fent a copy of fo much of his 
book, to the perfons whohad intrufted him with their 
charity, as anfwcred to the money trufted to him 
by every fuch perfon : that if he fo minded, he 
might make inquiry, by bimielf or any other, con- 
cerning the truth of the account given in. But 
Mr. Firmin's fidelity grew to be fo well Iqiown^ 
that after a few years, ^many of his contributors 
would not receive his accounts. I know a cer- 
tain perfon, whofe hand was with Mr^ Firmin ki 
all his charities y I (hould not exceed (I believe) 
if I faid, that in twenty-one years time he hath 
given by Mr. Firmin's hand^ or at his recommea* 
dation, five or fix thoufand pounds : this perfon 
hath himfelf to^d m?, th^t Mr. Firmin was wont 
to bring him the accounts of his difburfements, till 
he was even weary of them, and (beca^fe he was 
fo well aiTured of him) he deilred him notio bring 
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Mm «iy mcHt« S^metirtie^ the fums brought, or 
lent ift, to Mf. F&TiiMi, for the poor, were ftich, 
is did etteible hiih tb fpare feme part t6 fame whom 
fte knew t6 be charitably di^ofed like himielf : in 
Ihiit cide he would fend fmall fitms^ faeh as ferey 
fliillings, or three pouikls, rometimea^ttibf^e, t& thofe 
ki$ acquaintance, which Turns thejr were to divide 
Mtitotvg die poor of their vicinage; whofe natttet 
and caTc tfiofe friends were to return to him. He 
Iradi fent to me^ and divers others that I know of, 
Ituiny fiich feim, in chriflmas time, in hard- Wca- 
Aer, and times of fcardty. . 

In thde diftributions, Mr. Fifmhi fomet im cs 
Milidered others, befides the mere poor ; parti- 
tAdAy the poorer fort of miniftei^ : I doubt not 
he hath made ufe of many hands befides mine ; 
Imt by me he hath fent, (of hfs own proper mo* 
tlon) divers times the fum of forty fliillings, fome- 
, times two guineas, to minifters who were good 
jM-cachers aitd exemplary, but whofe vicarage, cu* 
t^cy, or kiShire was fmall. I have known thiat he 
has fent no lefs than ten pounds to a clergyman in 
ikbt, or bppreffed with tnatny childrefi, ^hen he 
bath been wdl aflTur^d, that the perfon was a man 
tof probity and merk. He afked me once concern- 
ing Mr. P. of Gr. Ch. what fort of man he was ? 
1 anfNvered ; his n>ind was much above his purfe ; 
he was charitable, curious, learned; a father 
teiong yotinj; fcbolars, who were promifing men; 
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\ut his liKiJig not above eighty or ninety pounds 
a year. Mr. Firmin faid, J have d9ni confideror 
hfyfgr that man.^ I aiifwered as I thought mjfdi 
cMiged, y^n mojf iah it w my word that your 
fiber ality was nrotr better flacei. ^Afterwards I 
met the widow of Mr. P. in London; I defired 
her to accept Haifa pint of wine at the next ta^ 
yern. While we were together, I aflced her whe- 
ther there had not b^en fome acquaintance between 
her huiband and Mr. Firmin. She faid, the ao> 
quaintance was npt much; but the friendlhip 
great. She (aid her huiband was acquainted with 
many perfons of quality, that he had experienced 
their liberality through the whole courfe of his 
Jifc : becaufe his addrefs, as well as his merit, wag 
fo remarkable. She (aid, that of fo many bene&c*- 
fai^ors to Mr. P. Mr. Firmin had done mod for 
him both in life and death. When her hufband 
died, his eftate would not pay his debts ; (he ^m 
advifed hereupon, by a clergyman, to propofe a 
compodtlon with the creditors : feeing that every 
one could not be fully paid, yet all of them might 
receive part of their debt. She confulted ATr. 
Firmin, by ietter, about this ; he approved die ad»- 
vice, and was one of Che firft that fubfcribed the * 
cotnpofition : but withal, fent her a letter, wherein 
, be remitted his wbole debt ; and defired to fee 
her, when her affair was cleared, and flie at quiet* 
When de came to him, he laid, U bad miffed in 
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tut hi would dofomeihing himfelf. Shortly after, 
he fefit her a good Norwich ftuff, that very weH 
clothed her and her four children. She told m% 
this, with many tears ; to which I had the- mort 
•regard, becaufe I had long known her to be a vir- 
tuous, and a very prudent woman. 

As Mr. Firmin's pains, and care, in giving forth 
thefe charities, were not fmall, fo neither were 
they little, in procuring them.: not only becaufe 
inany perfons are hardly perfuaded to give the 
bread of themfelves and families to others ; hvA 
.becaufe it is mi;ch more difficult to beg for others, 
than to give ones felf* He that begs for odiers, 
muft be mafter of a great deal of prudence, as -weH 
OS wit, and addrefs : he mufl know, how to choofe 
the Millia tempora fandi^ the fittefl: opportunity of 
fpeaking; and when he fpeaks, he muft apply 
himfelf to thofe paffions of the perfon, by which 
only he can be wrought on. I remember Mr. 
Firmin told me, of his applying to a citizen of 
the higheft rank, for .his charity in rebuilding St. 
Thomas's Hofpital j of whom be demanded no lefe 
Chan one hundred pounds. The perfon had been 
fome way difobliged by the governors of that hof- 
pital ; fo he refufed to fubfcribe any thing : but 
our friend feeing him one day among fome friends 
whom he refpefted, and by whom he was willing 
to be refpe(^ed ^ and that alfo he was in a w^y 
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-good faiunouri ht^ puflicd <ni hii requfeft for tM 
lioipitali md prevailed with him fo far as tofub* 
fcrifoe the whole one hundred poiunfe. But to hts 
perfonal folicitatioms, he was forced fometimest# 
«dd letters ; and foaoedmes fucoeedod b}r the ar^ 
guments in his letter^ better than bjr the actthd* 
rit^ of his perfonal mediation. I find in one of 
his books, in the year 1679, the fiim of fivehuor 
dred and twenty pounds (ix fhillingS) received of 
feventy-two perfons ; in a book of the year 168 1^ 
the fum of five hundred and thirty*one pounds 
nineteen fliillings and fgc-pence^ received of forty^ 
three perfons. All thefe were to be treated witb ^ 
privately^ and opportunely, which required much 
time, caution, indufi-ry, and di&retion ; and whicb^ 
laid out oil his own bufinefs, what great effe^ 
Would it have produced ? Mr. Firmin might, 
much more eafily, have been one of the great mca 
of the world, than almoner general, for the poor 
and hofpi tals . I obfcr ve in the fame book of 1 6 8t^ 
that the difburfements againft the fum of five bun^^ 
dred and thirty-one pounds nineteen (hillings' 
and fix-pence, do amount to five hundred, and 
ninety-four pounds fifteen (hillings and clcveft 
pence ^ the balance oveq>aki is fixty-two* pounds- 
fifteen fhillings and five-pence ; which over-paid 
balance is to be found in many of his accounts, 
am) I believe it came out of his own purfe. I muit 
note alfo, that the fums were not given . for th«r 
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poor alonC): or for the fptnners alone ; but of fiftf 
pounds given, thirty pounds of it isfor the fpin- 
ners, and twenty pounds for die poor -, fometimes 
twenty for the fpinners^ and thirty for the poor: 
cUewhere, one hundred pounds is given, fifty for 
the poor, and fifty for the fpinners ; anothergives 
fifty pounds for cloth, to be divided to the poor; 
anodier one hundred pounds for the fam&ufe. 
' Mr* Firmin having fet his heart (o mucfr on cha- 
rity, could not but eftectn and love Mr. Gouge^ 
a man of the fame Q)iTit : whom while he was in 
London, he got to table with him. It is not to be 
doubted, that it was the intimate friendfhip of 
thefe two perfons, that gave occafion to.that (re<- 
markable) paflage in Dr. Tillotfon's funeral-fer- 
mon on Mr. Gouge, p. 82. "Mr. Gouge was 
.** of a difpofition ready to embrace and oblige aH 
'*•' men ; allowing others to differ from him, even 
^ iti opiniofls that were very dear to him*. Pro- 
,** vided, men did butyV^r God and work rightC" 
^*' oufnef»^ he loved them heartily, how diftantfo- 
" ever from him in judgment about lefs^neceflfary 
** thi-ngs, in which he is worthy to be propounded 
** as an example to men of all perfuafions." And 
till thQ example is followed, the world will nevQr 
have peace. 

That great preacher has giVen us an account of 
Mr. Gouge's religious charity, in printiiig divert 
^ood bogks in the Wekh and EngUfb. tongues^ 
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io be given ' to. thofc that were poorj znd Mi 
to fuch as cpuM buy. them. The chief of thoie 
prints^ and the moft expenfive, was an edition 
of the bible and liturgy in the Welch tongiiej 
no fewer: than eight thou&nd copiesr of this 
work were printed together; One cannot, ques- 
tion that Mr. Firtnin contributed to, and .pro- 
cured, divers. funi$ for this;' excellent under- 
taking of his friend ; though aU is attributed to 
Mr. Gouge, who was chief in that great and 
good work. After Mr. Gouge-s death I find the 
fum of 41 9I. 9s. given to buy a number ofthofe- 
bibles ; whereof Dr.^ Tillotfon, (then Dean of St. 
Paul's) gave 50I. Mr. Morrice, 67I. other per- 
peribns the reft : but there wants in the receipts 
^61. 13s. to balance the difburfement, and that [ 
judge was Mr. Firnain's money. Now that we 
are fpeaking of hooksj I ought not to forget, that 
Mr. Ftrrain often printed ten thoufand copies of 
the Scripture catecbi/m, which fome think was 
' written by Dr. Woithington ; but I have caufe to 
believe that the author was Dr. Fowler,' now bi- 
fliop of Gloucefter ; who in compiling it, followed 
.the method of Dr. Worthington. Thefe Mr. 
Firmin ^avc to his §)inners and their children, 
• and to the children of the hofpital j engaging 
them to get it by heart, and giving fomething to 
tbofe that did. He lodged alfo great numbers of 
^ them with. hookfelLers, at cheaper . rates than they 
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were printed^ that Aey might be (bid niSoi cbxapaX 
and therd>7> be difperfed dl ^er Ertg^d. His 
acquaintance migbt^ at aU ttmes^ have x>f thea 
vriiat numbers they would, gratis^ He valued diis 
catechifm^ becaufe it is wholly in die wonls cf 
faripturc, favours Ao particular party or perfot''- 
fioD) and therefore is of general ufe : the aim of 
die judicious author being to inftrud the young 
and the ignorant, in what aliparfiis agrte is ne^ 
ceflary to be believed, and done ; leaving it t& 
odi^rs to engage them in controverfies and de«> 
bates* 

In the year 1680, and i68i,cameover the French 
proteftants ; thefe aiForded new work for Mr. Fir- 
min*s charity and zeal : for of all the objeds of cha- 
rity, he thought thofe the moft deferving) who were 
undone for confcience toward God ; whether fuch 
confcience be a well-informed coi^fcience, or an er- 
roneous and miftaken one* It is not the truth or 
falfehood of the opinion, but th^ zeal for God, and 
the fincerity to the didates of confcience, that 
makes the martyr. Therefore now our elemoiinary 
general had to beg, not only for the fpinners, the 
poor of the out parifhes of London, the redemption 
of debtors from prifon, for coals and fhirting ; but 
for a vafl number of religious refugees, Whofe 
wants required not only a great, but an immediate, 
fuccour* The firft, and one of the moftrdiffituHt 
cares for them, was^ bow to provide lodgings for 
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'fuch multitudes, to a city where lodgtngi art as 
cofily as diet ? But Mr. Firmin bethought him 
of the Pe/i" houfe^ then empty of patients : the mo- 
tion was approved by the lord mayor apd court of 
aldermen 5 and fome hundreds of thefe ftrangers 
were accommodated in that ipacious and conver 
nient place. As for relief in money, they made 
their firll application to the French church : there- 
fore I find in Mr. Firmin*s books, Delivered to the 
deacons of the French (hurch^ Sol. to J, S, loL to 
an old man at Ipfwich 20I. This was immedi- 
ately upon their coming over. In 1681, and 
1682, I find thefum of 2363I. ios. id. iiEied 
forth^ for the ufe of the French, through his hands 5 
and in 1683, for the French children at Ware^ 
4431. 185. 9d* For their mceting-houfe at ~iS!j|)^9 
'2ol. I^nd upon his books thefe following^ fuin% 
•before a\^r/^ was granted to them^ lool. then 
155I. in the next page 70U t^Si To anfwer 
thefe receipts, the books fay, Sept. 15. Delivered 
to Mr, Carbonel, ^c^in ib pieces of clothy 50I. 
rSept. 24. To the deatans of the Savoy, in clothj 20L 
'Oft. 7. To Carbonel, €s^tf. in thirty -^two pieces 
of clothy iQol. i4s.-.The balance is 27I. 8s. which 
'(it is likely) was his own money.. 

In the year 1682, he fet up a linen manufafhure 

for the French at Ipfwich^ to which himfelf gave 

I col. which was all fiink in their fervkey frying 

' that at laft he received 81. 2$. 6d« He paid aUb 

for 
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fertbeir meetlng-houfe at IpTwich ijl. In the 
lame year alfo he difburfed for them for coals 6oL 
io%* whereof he received only 2ol. los* There 
have been four briefs granted to the French) one 
by king Charles in 1681 1 a fecond by king 
James in 1686 ; another by king James in 1687 > 
the fourth by king William in 1693. Befidcs 
which king William gave to them loool. per 
month, for thirty-nine months. It was Mr, Fir* 
min that was chiefly concerned in the diftributioa 
of all this money ; e(peciaUy of the thirty-nine 
diouiand pounds, which was committed to two 
bifhops, two knights, and a gentleman ; but al- 
moft the whole diilribution was left to Mr. Fir- 
inin, fometimes witby. b\it more commonly ^tifr 
^ut their infpe^iion. 1 fee I have omitted, before 
I was aware, the following fums, paid to die 
French proteftants at Ipfwich, before their brier 
was colleded ; 45!. lOs. and 42I. and 45L 9s. 
another 42!. to twenty-one £Eunilies at Ipfwich« 

He had a principal hand in the fpecial coUec«- 
tions, that are now made . every winter, abont 
Chriftmas time, in churches, for the poor in and 
about London. He was the man that foiicited the 
Ring's letter for making thofe collections. He 
took care of printing and diftributing the king's 
and bifliop ef London's letters to the fereral rec- 
tors, and other minifters^ of churches in London, 
to be by diem read in thdr reijpoSiva chwcfact. 

He 
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fie vnitei on the^ Jords of the treafuiy for tbe 
king's part of dtat charity. And wben.the money, 
as weil of the king^asthepariOies, was cdlec^ed, 
snd paid into the chamber of London, and was 
llien to be divided, among the poor of the feveral 
pariibes, bf my lords the biihop and mayor of 
London, no man could fo . well proportion thdr 
dividends as Mr. Frrmin. Thi's v/as well known 
to their lordfhips, who, therefore, feldom made 
any alteration in his diftributions* In dicie mat« 
ters, all the churchwardens made their applications 
to Mr. Firmin ; and, when the dividend was fet-*^ 
tied, received their warrants from him : for which 
purpose, the biQiop of London would many times 
intruft him with blanks, and the lord mayor was 
rfways ready to give his hand. The whole of 
this charity was {o conftantly, and fo many years, 
flian^ed by Mr. Firmin, that, he dying fome days 
before Chriflnwis laft, the king's letter, for the 
CoNedion, ^as fiot given till the I2th of January : 
Aivd vAien the €ot]e<5lion was brought in from tbe^ 
feveral pariflies,^^ they were at a Usk for the diftri* 
bution, and were glad to take dir^dion from Mr. 
Firmin*s pattern. 

Tbere bath been occafion, in tn^ lafl- foStUyn^ 
to ttientton the bi(hop of London, Dr. Henry 
Compton. I ought not to omit, that JVir. Firrfiiii 
Could never fpeak of this bifljop, withoiit a parti^ 
tular refpei6t and deferent. He admifed tkie «aiH 
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iaaVy moderatioiit wifdom, iikI dexteritjr, zccoai*' 
panied and tempered by caution and vigour, which, 
((aid be often) are fo eminent in his lordfhip, and 
to conftantly appear, upon all occafions proper to 
any of thofe virtues, that I wi(h it were as eafy to 
be Hke, as it is impoffible not to efteeni him. I 
return to Mr« Firmin. . 

t During the laft twenty-diree or twenty-ibur 
years of his life, he was one of the governors of 
Chrift-church hofpital in London* It i» known 
to every body almoft, in London, that Mr. Fir- 
nin procured a great number, and very confi- 
derable donations to this hofpital ; but I cannot 
^ecify many particulars, becaufe he kept not ex- 
z& account of them; but thofe that have come 
to my knowledge, are remarkable. Give me leave 
to give the reader this account of one of them* 
The honourable fir Robert Clayton, having had 
it in his thoughts to mal^e.a provifion for a ma- 
thematical mafter in that hofpital, became die 
happy propofer, and (by his intereft in the dien 
lord treafiirer Clifibrd, and fir Robert Howard) 
the fuccefsful procurer of the eftablifhment of a 
mathematical fchool in that hofpital, for the coor 
Aant breeding of the number of forty hoySj (killed 
in the Latin tongue, to a peifed knowledge in 
the art of navigation* The occafion was this. 
There was yoopl. given to this hofpital, by a 
oitizcn9 (payable put of Weavers-hall) for die 

main* 
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maintenance of forty boys% Upon the reHoratlon^ 
the fund, out of which this iffued, reverting to 
the crown, king Charles the fecond, upon the faid 
propofal and petition to that purpofe, was gra« 
cioufly pleafed to grant to the hofpital the faid 
7000I. to be paid them by loobl. per annum for 
feven years ; upon which the hofpital was obliged 
to maintain t&e faid forty boys, fuccefEvely to be 
fo educated for ever. Sir Robert Clayton, being 
greatly pleafed that he had been an inftrument in 
fo charitable and beneficial a cbnftitution, did 
afterwards meditate a donation from himfelf to 
this hofpital, and fo to take it into his fpecial care 
and beneficence. And that which inftigated hint 
to thefe thoughts, was, he had laboured under a 
very grievous ficknefs, even to defpair of reco- 
very; but it pleafed the almighty governor that 
he did recover; and Mr. Firmin was very inftru-. 
mental in it, both by his perfonal mlniftry, and 
giving quick notices to phyficians of feveral iymp- 
toins. Hereupon fir Robert, advifed with Mr. 
Firmin about the building and adding a ward for 
girls to this hofpital, as a teftimony of his grati- 
tude to God ; and determined that Mr. Firmin 
(bould have the management of that afFair. Ac- 
cordingly he went about it, you maybe fure, with 
great alacrity and diligence ; but at whofe charge 
he erefted this large building was a fecrct, not 
known to any of the family but John Morris,^ efq; 
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fir Robert's partner in this work alfo ; and perhaps 
to my lady. In this was laid out near 4000L 
but it was not yet fini(hed, when upon occafioa 
of the unhappy difFerence between the paffive^ 
obedience men and the law-obedience me% the . 
former, having 'the power on their fide, turned 
Che latter both out of the government of the city 
and of that hofpital, among whpm fir Robeit 
(though, eminent) was ^jefted, together with bis 
£iithful agent and friend Mr. Firmin, '•smother 
governor, as I have iaid. Then it was that Ma 
firmin broke filence, and upbraided thofe ex- 
cluding governors with depriving the hoipital oif 
fiich a behefai^or as the ^builder of that ward» 
For fir Robert was now alone, Mr. Morris being 
deceafed, and having left him the refidue of his 
eflate. Mr. Firmin alfoi>uilt a ward for the fick, 
to prevent infe<Sling the healthy and found i if the 
fmall-pox, or other contagious diflempec, fhould 
happen among the children, as it often .doth* 
This ward cofl 426I. 4s. befides 61. 5s. for §^ 
prefe; but the gentlema^i that gave the money 
for both, would not then be known ; and cohti- 
jiues flill of the fame tnind. I find, however, an 
account in Mr. Firmin's books of 1,537!. (the 
fick ward included) received, and laid out, by 
Mr. Firmin ; and another account of 7Q4I. lod. 
received, with the names of the perfons who gave 
it, and the ufes for which it was given. In the 

year 
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year of our lord 1675, our friend built two houfes 
for the two beadles, or other officers, of the hof- 
pital, at his own charge ; of which I have a cer- r 

tificate, under the clerk's hand, in tbefe words : 
^ At his own proper coft and charges, Mr. Fir- 
** min fet up a clock and dial, for the ufe of the 
•^ hofpital, at the top of the north-end of the 
« great hall. The faid Mr. Firmin built two 
^ new brkk houies in the town-^lilch,' one at die 
** fouth-weft end, the other at tfie north-caft, to 
" be difpofed to fuch officers, as the government 
^ of the hofpital ihould think fit. Farther, at his 
•* own coft and charge, a (bed, or little room, 
w ^ at the eaft-end of the late bowling-^Iey ; and 
. ♦* a new brick wall. He repaired all the walls, 
^ and levelled the ground.** 

At the charge of a. friend of his, a citizen,' he 
laid leaden pipes to convey the water to the feveral 
offices c^ the hofpital; and bought them a large 
ciftern; which in all coft about 200l. Thefe 
were great conveniences to the houfe, for the 
orphans, (who before fetched up the water they 
tifed on their backs, which agreed not well with 
their ftrength,) kept the houfe foul, and prejudiced 
their clothes. Out of town he built a fchool, 
with all conveniences to it, for the hofpital chil- 
dren ; this he fet up at Hertford, where many of 
the hofpital children are boarded : the fchool coft 
544l. 13s. of \^ch he received, by the charity 
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«f ten perfons, the fum of 488L the balance is 
56K 13s. which lies upon himfelf for any thing 
that appears. He was wont every lord's-day^, at 
five in the evening, to fee the orphans of the hoC- 
pital at their evening fervice ; at which time thejr 
prayed, and fung an anthenx by fele£t yoiceS) the 
chorus by all the boys. After this, they fat down 
to fupper, at the feveral tables, under the care of 
their matrons ; heire Mr. Firmin viewed them in 
their provifions, and in the behaviour both of 
them and their oiSicers and attendants,^ commend* 
Ing, or admpnilhing, as there was occafion. To 
this fight he invited, one time or other, all his 
friends, whether of the towa or country ; and at 
laft led them to the orphans' boxv into which they 
would put fomewhat, more or lefs, as they were 
charitably difpofed. A countryman was very re- 
markable : for having feen the order and method 
of the hofpital, when he came home,, he made his 
will» and gave very confiderabLy to the place. I 
was once with our friend at the hofpital, when 
looking over the children's fupper, which was 
pudding.pies, he took notice of a pie that feemed 
not of due bignefs j he took it immediately into 
the kitchen, and weighed it himfelf i but it proved 
down-weight. 

Thefe cares did not fo wholly employ this afijve 
man, but that he was alfo a great and good com* 
monwealth's-man. He was always, mindful of 

thofe 
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ChoTe who fuflfered for conibience, or for aflerting 
the rights and liberties of the nation: and he 
printed a great many fheets, and fome books, of, 
that tendency and nature ; great numbers of which 
he himfelf difperfed. When king James com-» 
Biandcd the reading his declaration (for toleration 
^nd indulgence in religion) in the churches ; 
a great number of well-written pamphlets were 
printed and difperfed, to convince people of the 
bad defign of that fpecious declaration : Mr. Fir* 
min was a principal encourager and promoter of 
thofe prints, which coft him confider^ble fums, 
as well for their publication as otherwife. He 
furthered, as much as in him lay, the heroical 
attempt of the prince of Orange, to. refcue this 
nation from flavery and popery: and fince his 
majefty has been feated on the throne, our friend 
has been particularly diligent in promoting the 
manufacture of the Luftring-company } becaufe it 
is highly beneficial to thi3 nation, and as prejudi*- 
cial to our (then) enemy. He had the greatdL 
hand, and ufed the moft efFe<Shial endeavours, for 
procuring ads of parliament, and rules of court^. 
in that behalf. 

He and Mr. Renew took great pains, and were 
at much expence, to prevent- corrcfpondence with 
France, and the importation of filks, a^d other 
commodities, from thence. For this, tbey ran the 
hazard of their lives, from the revenge of mer- 
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chants and others, whom they profecoted to exe--^ 
cution. A merchant was fo defperately angry at 
bis dctedion, and the great damage he (houldt 
luuvoidably fuftaia thereby, that he went into a 
room alone, in a tavern, and ended his life by 
{hooting htmfelf ia the head.. The agents of 
Mr. Renew and Mr«. Firmin gave either die firflv 
er very eady intelligence of the French invafion ^ 
which was to have been followed by the aflaffina- 
tion of die king^ 

But he was not more a ftiend to the liberties of 
the nation, and to the prefent eftablifiiment^ than 
be was an enemy to licentioufneis. He was, from 
the firft, a member of Hbt fociety far tht reformat 
tion of manners.^ he contributed, to. it by his ad- 
vice, aififtance, felicitations, as much as his leifure 
from the cares and endeavours (before mentioned 
and exemplified}- would permit him : but his purf^^ 
was always with them. He had fiich a zeal againft 
needlefs fwearing, whereby the religion of an oath 
grows vile and contemptible, amd fidfe-»fwearing 
becomes almoft as common, as idle and uone-> 
ceflary fwearing, to the indelible fcandal of the 
chriftian name, and the great danger (even as far 
as life and eftate) of particular perfons : I (ay bis 
zeal againft common needlefs fwearing, in \diat 
form fo^ver, was fo. great, that in cofFee-houfes, 
or other places, where he overheard fuch. (wear- 
ing, he would immediately challenge the forfeiture 
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(appointed by law) for the ufe of the poor; Cd 

diat, in companies i^ere he was frequent,, an 

oath was feldom heard.. Bitt he raifed the for*: 

feiture according^ to the quality of the perfon ; ; if 

a nobleman, or other perfon of diftin^tion, or z 

clergyman, fwore, they came not off at the ordi*. 

nary forfeiture, appointed in the law^.it was dou*^ 

bled on trebled upon them ; efpecially if any fucb 

were very coiiHnon fwearers, or their oaths of a 

profane or impious fort. If any perfon refufed 

to pay the forfeiture required, our friend would 

tell them,- the forfeiture was to the poor, whofe 

colleftoT and de ward he was : if ftill .they refufed 

to pay, ijieir puuifhment (he told them) was^ to 

be fet,down, by him, in the lift of his /Wr- 

rigible fwearers 5 and that, for the future^ he 

would not own them as his acquaintance, orfpeak 

to them as fuch. Divers noble per&ns would not 

endure this kft; but would immediately conde* 

feend to pay the forfeiture, or promife payment^ 

which he feldom remitted; particularly if they 

were often in that fault. As for himfelf, I never 

heard an. oath from him in forty-four years (almoft 

daily) convetfation with him; though his temper 

was naturally quick andwarm, and he had often 

great provocations to anger,, one of the principal 

caufes of ra(h and intemperate fwearlng. 

But let us return to Mr. Firmin*s charities. 

Nobody can bare forgQtten the great aumber of 

Iriflx 
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nofiiltty, clej^y, gentry, and others of all 
qualities,, and both fexes, who fled into England 
from the perfecution and'profcriptions of king 
James- A brief was granted to them,, of which 
Mr. Firmin was one of the commiifioners ; but,, 
befides that, die minifters, churchwardens, and 
cbUedors, of every pari(h in England, were to 
give account, by letter, to Mr. Firmin^ what fums 
they had coile£led,.-and paid to the archdeacons*. 
Therefore, on many poft-days, feveral hundred 
letterf came to his hand, for a long time l and 
many of the collected foms were lent to him, and 
by him paid into the chamber of London : the 
money given by the king and queen was wholly^ 
in a manner, folicited and received by him. The 
numbers and neceflities of thefe refugees required 
a fecond brief: the fum total (paid to thefe two 
briefs) that went through Mr. Firmin's hands, 
was fifty-fix thoufand five hundred fixty^fix f>ounds, 
feven {hillings, aiid fixpence. The diflribution 
f»f die money, gathered on thefe briefs, was by 
a certain number of the commiiBoners ; but Mr.. 
Firmin was the rnofl conflrant man at their meet- 
ings : fometimes he attended the diflribution from- 
morning to night, without intermiilon for food.^ 
But, befides the fums paid into the chamber, and 
diflributed as aforefaid, I am afTured our friend 
folicited, and gave many private fums to parti- 
eular perlbns, whole quality made them aihamed 

to 
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to take of the common flock, or whofe lieceffiw 
ties required more than (without giving ofFence)t 
could be allowed out of it. When by the. mercy 
of God;, and th^ magnanimity of the king, Ireland 
was reduced;; .and the proteftants might nowreturiv 
to their houfes, employs, and eftates, Mr. Firmiit 
doubled his induftry and diligence to furnifh thenx 
for their journey ; becaufe thereby he not onlyr 
ferved them, but eafed the nation, efpecially the 
better (that is, the charitable)'' part of it. He 
obtained great fums for this purpofe ; fir Thomas 
Cook (to whom I think it a debt to name himj^ 
gave fifteen hundred pounds to thi$ fervice, ap^ 
prehending it a charity to England, as well as to 
the poor fufferers. See here a- letter from the 
mofl reverend the archbifhcp of Tuam, and fcveii 
others ; all of them, ,1 think,. bifhops of that king;^ 
dom y I am fure moft of- them are. 

TO MR. THOMAS FIRMIN-. 

SIR, 

Being occafibnally met together at. Dublin, 
on a public account ; and often difcourfrng of the 
great relief, which the proteftants of this king- 
dpm found among their brethren in England, in 
the time of our late miferies j we cannot treat the 
fubjefl: without as frequent men tipn of your name, 
Mrho fo chearfully and entirely 4evotedyourfelf to 

that 
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tfiat miniftiy. We ^confider^ with all thankfuf- 
nefs, how much the public charity was improved 
by your induftry; and we are witnefles of your 
indefatigable pains and faithfulnefs iathe diftribu-^ 
tion ; by which many thoufands were preferred 
from perifliing. We know alfo^ tb^^ fome wha 
icfiifed to take out of the common ftock, asbe-* 
log defirous to cut off occafion of murmurs, were^ 
however, by ypur mediation, comfortably fubfifted 
by private benevolences*. We doubt not, but yoit 
and tbey have the earneft of your reward in die 
(eace of your minds ; which we pray God to fill: 
with comfortSy and illuminate with bis truths f. 
nakmg Ms grace tp abound lA them^ who have 
abounded in their charity to odiers. And we in* 
treat, that you, and all fuch as you know to have 
had their parts in this fervice, woulcf believe, that 
we fball ever retain a grateful remembrance of it; 
as fome teftimony whereof, we defire you, for 
yourfelf in particular, to receive this acknow- 
ledgement of your kindnefs to our brethren, and 
therein to 

Your much obliged 

andmoft humble fervants, 

Jo. Tuatpj, 



W. Clonfcrt,. 
Bar. Fernleigh,. 
S. Elpin, 
£dw. Cork and Ro(s, 



N, Waterford, 
R. Clogher, 
W. Raphoe* 

Certain^ 
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Certainly, a letter I'^ery worthy of their epif* 
copal character ; and which I have inferted in 
thefe memoirs, as much out of regard and revcr 
rence to them, as for the fake of Mr, Firmin. 

In April, 1693, Mr. Firmin entered upon part 
.x)f the care of another hofpital, that of St. Tho*. 
mas, in South wark ; a foundation intended for th< 
Telief of all forts of lame, or wounded, or fick 
perfons, till they are recovered by the application 
of proper medicines, and other means, and by the 
fervice of the phyficians and fargeons of the hof- 
pital. Sir Robert Clayton (now father of the 
city of London) being, upon the deceafe of fit 
John Lawrence, chofen prefident of this hofpital, 
thought fit to accept of that province : but upori 
view of it, he took notice that it was greatly gone 
to ruin, the ground about the lodgings in a long 
trad of time raifed fo high, that the patients lay 
as it were in a cellar, without the benefit of air 
or good fcent, but clofe and noifome : aftd the 
roof and walls fo out of repair, that the poor pa- 
tient$ oft-times could not lie dry in their beds; 
He faw the greater part of it mufl be rebuilt, it 
could not be repaired ; and that the rebuilding 
could not be delayed without great danger and 
damage to the place, whereof fome part prevented 
3th e workmen's pulling it down, by falling of h- 
felf : therefore, knowing well his friend Mr. Fir- 
4nin's aftivity, and good addrefs, in works of that 
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nature, he caufcd him to be chofen one of the 
governcfrs of that hofpital. He was chofen in 
April ; and finding that the revenues of the hof- 
pital would go but a little way in the rebuildings 
or repairs, and befides could not be well (pared 
from the fupply of the wounded and fick ; in July 
lie provided three round boxes, in each of them a 
parchment, one for fubfcriptions of one hundred 
pounds, the Second for fubfcriptions of fifty pounds, 
the third for twenty-five or twenty pounds fub- 
fcriptions% The prefident was pleafed to fubfcribe 
three hundred pounds, and other govcmors.wcre 
liberal ; fo were divers merchants, and other rich 
traders ; that the whole fubfcription was not much 
(hort of four thoufand pounds. Without doubt, 
the greateft part of this money would have been 
fubfcribed, though Mr. Firmin had not been the 
-folicitor for* it: yet I reckon, and am fupported 
in my computation by knowing and equal judges, 
that the fubfcription was greater by a thoufand 
pounds, than it would have been if Mr. Firmin 
had not been concerned in procuring and im- 
proving the fubfcriptions. A prcfpcd of the 
charge being taken, and fome money (near four 
thoufand pounds) toward rt procured; materials 
muft alfo be provided^ and workmen confulted 
and agreed wi^. Mt. Fivmin was conftant in 
the committee appointed for that matter. I took 
notice, that the mafter-builders made their moft 
' ' frequent 
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frequent application to him ; and he ii^S as caris-: 
fill to overfee their proceedings. Several pf the 
wards for the patients are now finiflied > befides a 
ipacious hall, iupported by pillars, which make a 
very handfome piazza. It troubled the governors 
very much, that they were obliged to rebuild the 
church of that parifh, which would coft fome 
thpuiands of pounds, that could not be takeq out 
of the revenue of the hofpital, without great pre- 
judice to the houfe and patients. It happened 
that the parliament were then about fettling a tax 
for finifliing St. Paul's church, in London ; fo the 
governors of St, Thomas's hofpital petitioned the 

houfe of commons to have fome fhare in that tsac 

I. 

toward the rebuilding their church : but becaufe 
many other pariihes prayed the like afliftance at 
the fame time, the houfe, upon a debate in a grand ^ 
committee, refolved, that only St, Paul's and Weft- 
minfter-abbey churches fliould have any fuch pro- 
vifion allowed to them. Mr. Firmin hereupon- 
Game home, not a little heavy : but he, and ano- 
ther of the governors, put into writing (that very^ 
night) fome reafons, why St. Thomas's church- 
might better, claim fome favour of the honourable 
houfcj than other ordinary churches. They ufed. 
fuch diligence as to get their paper printed againft 
the next morning. Mr. Firmin and his ailbciate • 
gave copies of it to the members as they entered, 
the houfe ;r telling them, theymuft not expe<Sl to. 

F have 
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M not gnut ^memag f&miia tut t^^Mtng of 
thm th^ik:lk4 IrHt dfeSt ms^ AM Ad Rente t(A)kr 

liMtt dfM&id j^^tifiA 16* tbd toll^iCtf fbf tfb tf^ 
Ifcf d^«4: M M^licli o<i¥ fti«M cMtte bMM vl^ 
tfMre: pf«^r« itIAiA f^fiiiftim, fltenf if -ait efbier^f 
dM t^X^ Hild Men e6 bimfeK. 

AnMAf M$ 6Mer ^hiarMefS, ^ ifM iiti xta^ 
MiSikA 6f Ihofe Ait Ibffered by fire, hUi vtdtiU 
imih^hKtiy supply bitfirelf fo tMnr for tbeif pre- 
MM relief: aA^rWarcby h^ afifted A6at rtt ioR- 
lAfifig thi^ir Wiehy and n)^ manigiilg Atir' bridfSi 
fMM dbtained)^ lb- the' tt^ advarriSage. Htf oftoft 
iMt fMri^ tid Koneft p^rfdM, to MWet fh^tt 
MleiTgdAcie^ dr diftrei!^ ; buf fie Idff fo mmrft 
tfcb ^h^, titer he vh» forced, ^ laft, refetetd/ 
t6 fotb^M lerkKilg r buf, mftcad of lohdiAg, be 
W4MM- Mltly tiiue^ git« fofttic pttrt 6f '^lat Ai^ 
dlfi#etf fo borf 6iv. 

Ife put very hiany boy» to apjtreriticcfflfps, artiif 
fWtttf ibiited io the fetting ftem up, if ft^ had ferved 
<Kei¥ apprehttee&ips fait?hfdly artd fdigenfly. Hrf 
IM «6M iWe, that the clergy of Lortrfbri, arid otfhcf 
dRgtiifled perfons in the diurch, often etiafifed hittl 
ih <bi$ kind of charity : he faid, he had put many 
boy^ out with die fftoncy of fome of the richer 
defgy; who cortfidered thi^ (he thought) as h 
f6it of cHarif y that e%tcnds to the perfon^s whdle 

lif€^ 



Ufky JM^ jmi^t i^ ihfi ^omA x>f mstay xiuLriim . 
j^ UtB^ to com€^ 

It ^eferves^ ill my ppiirtioo, to be r.friroagd 
^mong b^s £:l)frHie% i^t vt^icn ({owe two or 
^ree years fince) tiiier^ was a great icaccky ^ 
P)ifre;nt coin, all t\}fi n^cmey «.n Sugla^d btin^ 
either clipped, or ^ebafed by mixture of coarfe 
jHietafe^ h^ l^f&ned bis lexpencc by laying dowa 
^is co«qh, tbiit be jmight be the more able to £od»> 
$xnvkc his former tchari^ties, at a time when thqf 
ijirei^e more ne^f^I <thao .ever^ 

Jihav.e now accounted for .the genend endea;»' 
^tfiws and pcdformaoces of Mr. Firmin's life*: 
ihe particulars, .to each general head, were too 
fiumerous to be reckoned up, without tiring die 
#:eader^ if not alfo th^ writer. We have there- 
/oi^e taken only a ihopt view x)f ^a perfon, c£ 
0iiddle extcaSioQ, and jlender >beginniagfi, Wh<» 
traif<^ liimfdf to tthe bonour of a very g-peat ^num* 
ixBT of itkiftrious iciendfiiips, and to an affluence 
S^ worldly wealth, which, when he had at« 
4^ined, ji^y induftKy, integrity, and worth, Jikeour 
^yiour, h^ wmt4ibout doing good. Nay, Kkce the 
(mi^ iayieiu:, hg iuicamt poor^ ihat^ thr-ough -hn 
fiaur$y^ Mhfir4 n^gj»t ^-rioh. A perfon, ^who, in 
rdfdSk «idf ids ^cindeavours -in ^ kinds pf -charky, 
/nay iddcryedlyibe .called 4ie f^riher of the foor^ 
ia feipe£l: >of the Jlriflu «ffid Fr^ehdi fcfugees, iSn 
^dmoai^^f Mmglmmdn The'dMnetiand -had <)iiati^ 

Fa ficd 
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Aed him to do much good ; hhnfelf fought out 
the bbje£b and occaflons. for it^ and delighted In 
the doing. He did it with fo much diligence and 
application, that he might even have faid, with 
our favfoiir. My meat is to do the will of him that 
fent me i and to finijh his works ; u e. the works 
that he hath commanded. (John iv. 34.) 
. The jefuit that aflifted the late &mous marihal 
Luxembourgh in his lad hburs, thought he might 
put this queftion to him: ^^ Well, fir, tell m«^ 
bad you not rather, now, have given one ahm 
to a poor man, in his diftreis^ for God's {ake> 
ihah have won.fo many viftories in the field of 
battle?" The marihal confefled he (hould now 
choofe the former v feeing nothing will avail any 
man, in the eternal world, but only the a6Hpns 
of charity, or of juftice and piety. The con- 
feiTor doth not feem to have been unpertinerit in 
the queftion ; for, in our ferious laft hours, we 
fliall all be feiifible, and forward to confe(s, that 
we were virife,only in that part of our life that 
Mras laid out in the duties either of humanity to 
men, or piety to God. The Craffi and Croefi^ 
the Hannibals and Luxemburghs, the moft con- 
spicuous for wealth, or military glory^ how gladly 
would they now give all that tinfel, for foine part 
of our Firmin's fwfeat and drudgeries for the poor, 
and for the deferving ? Is it for want of feith, or 
of confideration^ that we ib much more delight to 

read 



4>een ^Kempbryfor^uftiee, ^endfcence, -w'iJev©- 
fton; and are new triumphant 'in lieflven, <^ ^e 
«ccount of ^hofe fcrvices to God, wA to tnon^ 
Bat fo k -is, either becaufe we -are mot -chnij/ftrnfT^ 
t)r 3>ecaufe we ^rr fiolsy VfQ arc (commoiAjr 
^^esflemg) better -pleafed with 4he fons of •earA, 
tbanof lieayen. 

1 teve read fomewhere, fbtrt Tolong fince, -Aat 
I forget the audioes name, and the fubjeS-of bis 
todk,) that the punifhment ctf Judas, who te- 
*trayed our faviour, is, that be ftands on tficfur- 
fece of a fwelling dreadful -lea, with his feet fomc- 
-What below the water, as if he were about to 
4ink. The writer ^if h, befides his continual hor<- 
^or and -fear of -going to the bottom, a moft ter- 
-rible tempeft of hail and wind always beats on 
the traitor's niSced body and head: he fufFers-as 
much by cold, and the fmart of die impetuous 
lail, as it is poffible to imagine he could fufFer 
*by the fire of purgatory, or of hell. But, faidi 
my author further, isi this fo great diftrels, Judas 
•has one very great comfort and Tclief ; for whereas 
♦thetempeft would be infupport^ble, if itbeatalways 
upon him from all fides ; at a little diftance ifirom 
"him, and fomewhat above him, there is ftretched 
-out a ihcet of ftrong coarfe linen cloth, which 
^ft^eet -intercepts a great part of <he tempeft. Judas 
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( .66 ) 

iregales hlmfelf by turning fpmctimef i^m fide^ 
(bmetimes another iidd; of hU bead and body, to 
the (heker of this fheet. " In fliort, the fheeC is 

' fuch a protection to him, that it defends; bim from 
the one half of bis puniihment. But by ivhat 
^meritorious adign, or adtions, did Judas defe4:ve 
to great a fevour ?. Our author anfwers, be gave 
juft the fame quantity of linen cloth to a certain 
poor £unilyy for fhirting^ Ithad.been impoffible 
that this gentleman ihould hit on fuch a conceit 
as this, but from our natural opinion, of the value 
;^d merit of charity^ it feems to us a virtue fa 
nxcdlent, that it may excuie even Judas from 
fome part of his puniihment. I can hardly afFord 
to afk the reader's pardon for this tale; I incline 
jto think, that divecs others may be as well pleafed 
.with the wit. of it, and the morat implied in it, 
as I have been, who remember it after above forty 
years reading, without remembering either the 
author, or argument of the book. 

I return once more to our dear Firmin,. to take 
leave of him for ever. He had very much we^kr 
cned his ^therwife). ftrong and firm conftitu- 
tion, by his manifold charitable employments, &c. 
having b^een^ fometimes h'able to the jaundice,, 
often aflilSed with cholics, and fcarce ever WLth»- 

' out a cough ;. his lungs had long been phthyficaK 
.He would often return home fo tired and .depreiled 
.in his ^irits^ that bis pulie was fcarce to be felt,. 

1 



Jtr very languid : he would then take^ a little ly^. 

in his ch^ir, and ftart up from- it, and^ appesur 

very vigorous in company, efpecially wh^re any 

good was to be done. The more inunediate c^ufe 

of his death was a fever which jeized his fpirits^ 

beginning with a chillnefs and fliiverjng, and. then 

a heat enfued. He was, at the fame, tiipe, afflifteff 

both in his lungs with a great fhortneft of,breath» 

not having ftrength to expedorate, and alip witl^ 

fuch terrible pains in his bowels, that for many 

•hours nothing could be made to pafs him. He 

.had for many years been troubled with a larg^ 

rupture. All which made^ his ficknefs very fhort;* 

He had wifhed, in his life-time^ that. he naight 

. not lie above two days on his laft Ackrbed ; God 

granted to him his defire; he lay not fo long by 

eight hours j and December 20, about two of the 

clock in the morning, anno.1697, he died. 

During his laft iUnefe, he was vifited by his 

moft dear friend, the bilbop of Gloucefter.. What 

pafTed between them, his lordihip hath made me 

to "know, under his own hand, in.thefe words: 

. JIdr. Firmin toU me, he was now going : and I 

iruji^ faid he, God will not condemn me to worfi 

.company than I have loved^ and ufedj in the prjr 

fent life, I replied. That he had been an extra-- 

.ordinary example of charity \ the poor, had a. won^ 

derful blejjing in you: I doubt, noty thefe works 

will follozff youy if you have : no expeHation fHWi 

'^ thi 
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ihp mrUt 4f iiemi l«f «r^ en tht i^ ^ iu pf^ift^ 
wf ^Gnfy ^md the m€f*iti 4if ••m f tmm r . Shre ie 
fiv/cMvW^ 1 4o Jfo; awi/ tjfry^ i/t <he wonli efartjf 
fmfieuTy When IfaHFe-done-dl, 1 ma l>«t ^an ^oor 
frdkible (ervatit. ^ umi^ ^» ^/i»ril -an €igmj if 

§§Jj^M§ 0Mrt t9 iiniy f Mf M/f ^tw Mm t^ffiirmict 
4f mj tmiHJt frofers fir ^nm^ mlfSe ht r tn imint d 
ift1^'W9f1d. Then i iteok filtnm Mmt iijfMhtMk 
fitrewM of iim^f -and ht-offiti^ 
~ it JB uftsal to conclude Ijiipes^^ii^«'f3iaraAer 
tf <die perfens, both as to their boftes, <and 4ie 
qualities of tbetf minds : 4herdbre I fiiuft rtiHbcr 
4dd : Mr.Firmin was df «1ow flature, well pro- 
•portioned; his complexion fair and %right^ 4iis 
vye and^^ountenance livel^y \ his afpeft manly, ^qd 
^promifing fomewhat extraordinary; you would 
readily take him for a man of good fenfe, worth, 
«and -dignity. Walking or fitting -be af^eared h\ore 
<romely than ftanding ftill ; for his mien and aiSion 
•gave -a gracefulnefs -to his perfon* 

The endowments, inclinations, and qualities-of 
^tsmind, may be beft judged of by the account we 
4iave giv^n ctf hfs life. *It appears, 'he -was .quicSc 
t>f apppehenfion, ani difpatch, and yet almdft -in- 
•d^atigably induftrious ; properties -that very rarely 
'meet in the fame maa. He was, .befides, inqut- 
ifitive, and very ingenious-; thatis, heJiad athirft 
^ luiowipg tnu^h; ^and ^his £« anfl -ivciecttrfal 
^ - ' wk 
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wU enabled him to acquire a large knowledge^ 
with little labour ; but he wzs utterly againft Tub- 
tilties in religion. He could not dtflTemble ; on 
the contrary, you might eafily perceive his love 
or anger, ,hi$ liking or d>flike r I have thought, in 
both thefe refpedis, he was rather too open ; but 
both are the efFe£^s of fincerity, and arguments 
of an honeft mind. He never afFefted proudly 
the refpcfts of others, whether above or below 
him: with which I was the better fatisfied, be- 
caufe it follows, that his charities proceeded nc^ 
from any afFedbtion of honour, or glory, among 
men ; but from the love of God, and his affli6led 
brother. He was fecetious enough, but without 
affeding it ; for he valued (what indeed himfelf 
excelled in) judgment, rather than wit. He was 
neither prefuming nor over-bold, nor yet timorous ; 
a little prone to anger, but never exceffive in itj 
either as to meafure or time : which affe£lions, 
whether you fay of the body or mind, occafion 
great uneafmef8,.and fometimes great calamities 
and mifchiefs, to pcrfons who are governed by thofe 
pafSons. If the mind is turbulent by ftrong paf- 
iion^ of any fort, the life is feldom-ferene and 
calm, but vexed with great griefs and mifadven- 
ture. His manner of converting was agreeable ; 
fo that feldom any broke friendfhip with him. 
Being well affured in himfelf of his own integrity,, 
he could even unconcernedly hear that this or 

that 



that infiunpus ftory of tb^ iiiipy4^si||: dpoffcfiriiii^ 
)^iiicb Jwl been broached fix pr lev«!c;]i| jrisais iiiei' 
fpxts^ Jiad he not been oyer-iper&Adecl, he iiaroidi 
jQpt have taken any notice of bim : }rei: iwys moce 
^loncerjied at Mr. B'*^ prifi^g it, tbip at <1^ 
pl;her £BUp>K'fi i|ive^4ng U } ;»pt fi;<om itbe int 
coafciouibeir^ of gnik, b«it thai bt &q\M be C» 
vnchrif^ianly uki by ^ ipiqilU^ of tibue igofpdf 
l^bo too raflily took iip >l;be ftory figwoft hiffl* 
IVbicb ibews what fti:ai^<? tUiipgs i«9jf be 4oi]i 
vpder pretejQce of a j^es^ for religioOi. 

My iady Claytoii ha^ 6> ^eat a rie()fift Spr hk 
mcunory, tba^ fli^ k9S {witk the icoikCui'rcMr of 
fir Robort), fins:;^ bi^ 4Mi^ <ireQ:^ a huotfsMM 
monuiQent io itheir garden^ ^i^^^on, in JBuriT^ 
in a walk ^er^ called Mr* Firmin'^ walk» J»f 
jp^aibn A>f hi^ cootr^Hr^mc^ an^ «^vj^y ik» it» Thw 
monumwt j^ a msM?b.lf t^IWt iidbpu^ ejight &«^ 
hi^h, wjth an urn, lad^ S^yv^s gro^^ig *fiM: fif 
rbe xop ^f it, witb ihip v^ixmy fk^fpU fimftv 

9nd r^furrecjlion. TAftrp lb jilfo « fiarUf Mhlf 
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^ i%«^ £ver paj/ed the feveral periods of hurrian 
life more irreprodihahly^ or performed the common 
duties of fociety with greater Jincerity and appro- 
Baiton. Though it appears^, by his public fpifit^ 
i^at he thought himplf born rather for the bene^t 
t)f others J than his own private advantage ; yet the 
Jatisfa^ion of doing goody and the univerfal ejieem 
ef honeft men^ made him the happieji perfon in the 
fvorld* But his charity (whieh was not confined 
to any nation j fe^^ or party) is mofi worthy thy 
imitation^ at leaji infome degree^ O reader. He 
was as liberal of his own^ as faithful in dijirir 
iuting the pious donations of other s^^ whom he fuc- 
cefsfuliy perfuaded to relieve the dijlrejidy parti'- 
cularly the laborious poor ; for of vagrant^ idUy 
and irifolent beggars^ he was no advocate nor en-^ 
courager. His agreeable temper rendering him an 
extraordinary lover of garHens^ he contrived this 
waliy which bears bis namey and yjheire his im^, 
proving converfdtion and example are fiill remem^ 
kered. Butfince heaven has better difpofed of hiniy 
this pillar is ere3ed to charity and friendjbip ^jr 
ftr Robert Clayton, and Mardia;^/V lady, who firjl 
builded and planted in Marden. 
Born at Ipf io^^ in SufFolk. 
.^Buried in Chrift-church bofpitaly London. 
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: I. have now anfwered the demand of divers, as 
well ftrangers as friends, of writing and publifhing 
fome account of Mr. Fjrmin's life and , death : I 
hope the well-minded reader will find much in it, 
diat may both confirm and ftrengdien him in die 
bed ways, e(pecially in humanity and charity. He 
may fee here, how much beneficence a good man, 
of but indifFercnt eftate, is capable of exercifing, 
by means of acquaintance and converfation with 
wqll-chpfen friends, whom he may excite, by his 
example and felicitations, to be' highly ufefiil in 
their generation ; and thereby be himfelf incom- 
parably more ufeful, than otherwife he could be. 
But if I am lefs fuccefsful in that part of my de- 
fign, than I wHh to be ; yet I have much eafed my 
own mind, by paying fome part of the debt that I 
owe to the memory of our friend. The reft I fhallbe 
always paying, by a grateful and mournful fenfe 
of the public and my own lofs and benefit by him, 
when prefent, and as now deceafed. 

I cannot better conclude thcfe fhort memoirs, 
than in the words of a letter, written to the author 
of the enfuing fermon, by a perfon of great worth ; 
and who, from the time that they became acquainted, 
enabled Mr. Firmin to do many of thofe great 
fervices to the public, the deferving, and the poor, 
for which he was fo highly commendable. 



« Sir, 



' *■• L 
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« Sir, 
** I received your letter of February 16, and 
" therewith the parentation to our valuable friend 
" Mr. Thomas Firrain; that man of fo extraor- 
" dinary affeAions, and abilities, for the great 
** works of charity and piety. May it pleaTe the 
'* divine providence to raife up to us adequate fuc- 
" cefTors* In the mean time, what an abate- 
•* ment of forrow is it to us, that He who alone is 
** abfolutely good and all-powerful, lives for ever t 
** —I am your affeftionate and affured friend, 

«Br. Pr»" 

He had often fignified his defire to be buried in 
Chrift-church-hofpital, when dead, the care of 
which had been fo much upon his heart while liv- 
ing. In compliance with which defire, his rela- 
tives have interred him in the cloyfters there, and 
placed, in the wall adjoining, a marble to his me>- 
mory, with this infcription, viz. 

Under that Jlone^ near this place^ lyetb the body 
ef Thomas Firmin, /^/^ citizen of London, a ^a- 
vtrnor of this and faint Thomas* s hifpital; wh/ 
ly the grace of God^ was created in Chriji Jefus 
good worksy wherein he was indefatigahly indii/tri» 
ousy and fuccefs fully provoked many others thereto ; 
becoming clfo their almoner^ vifiting and relieving 
the poor at their houfes ; and in prijons^ whence 

G ' al(M 
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alfo hi redeemed many. He Jet many^ hundreds of 

them at wcrk^ to the expending of great flocks : 

He rebuilt^ repaired^ and added conveniendes t$ 

hofpitalsy weekly over^feeing the orphans. The re» 

fugees from France and from Ireland, have par'* 

taken largely the effe5ls of his charity, pains, and 

earnffl folicitations for them. He was wonder- 

fully zealous in every good work, beyond the exam- 

pie of ^ny in our age. Thus Jhewcd he his faith 

by his works, and cannot reafonahly be reproached 

for thot which brought forth fucb plenty of good 

fruits, . 

iii? ^/W December XX, 1697, and in the 66th 
year of his itge% 



THE END. 
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A SERMON, 

ON LUKE X.' i6, 37. 

WHICrt OF THESE THREE,. THINKEST THOIT* 
WAS NEIGHBOUR TO HIM THAT FELL 
AMONG THE THIEVES ? HE ANSWERED^ HS 
fHAT SHEWED MERCY ON HIM. THEM 
SAID JESUS, GO, AND DO THOU LIKEWISE^ 



Our faviour is talking here with a learned jew ; 
one of the queftions between them, a& we are taught 
by another evangelift, was, which is the great, or 
chief, commandment of God's law ? It is an in- 
quiry not altogether needlefs, for it happens fome- 
times, diat there is a clafli, as they fpeak, of laws; 
if you will keep one law, you muft break another. 
For inftance, one law laid ; Remember ihe fabbath 
day^ to keep it holy; in it thou Jhaltde no manner 
of work y thou, or thy fo/ij or daughter. But the 
law at Gen. xvii. 12. fays, He that is eight dap 
.oldfiallie circumcifsd. And the law at Numbers^ 
XXV iii; 3, 9. This is the offering to be made by fire ; 
^^two lambs without Jpt^ day by day^ the one ht 
mornings the other in the evening : but on the fab^ 
bath two latnbs. Every one fees thefe laws woul J , 
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often clafh with one another ; m keeping one t&& 
other muft be negleded. If your child happen to be 
eight dayt 4U en the fabba^-day, either ]rou violate 
tbefabbath by the u^^ri of circumcifion; or, out of 
regard to the law of the fabbath, jrou muft tranfgrefs 
the law of circumcifing on the eighth day. In like 
manner, if you keep the iabbath, as the law of the 
fourth commandment requires, by doihg therein 
no manner of work ; you could not obey the Faw 
about the burnt-offering or facrifice, that was to 
be made in the tempte of God twice every (fay: 
namely, two lambs to be killed^ their fktns ditawn 
off, and their bodies burnt on the altar, every 
mornings and c:vcry eyening. It is in confidera- 
tionof this that our faviour fays, {Matth. xii. $J) 
Have ye net read-^ hewy en the fahhath. days^ the 
priejfs do profane the fahhath^ and yet- are blame* 
lefs ? His meaning is, though the priefts da 
break the W of the f^bbath,. which faith. Thou 
Jlialt do no manner of work on the fahhaths.\ yet" 
the}^, are blamelefs herein, becaufe at the fame time 
they obey another- law, which faith. They Jhall 
^fftr the appointed facrifiees every morning- and 
evening, A great number of fuch like cafes hap- 
pening every day ; cafes, wherein, by obferving 
one law of God, you could not avoid to omit ano-. 
tjier : therefore, it was very requifite to determine 
which of God's laws were chief laws y or were to be 

obfcrrcd. 



obferved ilia daih with another law (of laws) of 
Gpd. . ^ 

The jewifh rabbles had eftablilhed fome rules^ 
that were of. great authority atnoQg the more zea-- 
lous of their nation, for direfting men's pra£tice 
in doubts of this nature ; yet fo, that divers cafes 
weire left undecided,, and many queftions were de« 
bated warmly enough among them. They could 
not agree in refolving this quefiioji,^ Which is the 
great or chief law of all f^ Some faid, the law of 
the fabbathj . or fourth commandment,' is the prin-« 
cipal of all the divine bws ; fox two reafons. It 
is that.law^ or appointment, by which our religion 
is pr^feryed,.and kept up ; and that both as to the 
knowledge, and the praSice of duty* And it was 
that law which was firft given by God j no fooner- 
had he made the world, than he biefled and fan£):ified 
the feventh day. (Gen.'xu 1.) Gad ended the work 
which he had made^ and rejled on the feventh day % 
therefore he hlejfed the feventh day^ andfanSiified 
it* But other learned men of that nation denied 
that the fabbath is the chief conmiandment ; giv- 
ing this reafon : becaufe it muft give place to the 
w^r>^of cifcumcifion, and to the work of facrificing. 
A child who is eight days old muft be circumcifed, 
thoughjhis eighth day £hall happen on the fabbath ; 
and the naoroing and evening &crifice muft^be 
flain, and offered, even on the fabbaths. There- 
fore thefe faid, circumciilon is the great law dF* 

alii . 
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iH I k being tke factimenty or fifn^ of the c^e^ 
nant between God and our nation. Him that H 
not crpctuHciied, God dotb not consider m an 
iftaKiite^ but as a pagan or heashen ; 2»^ f$ piatnly 
jBrtimattd in the texts that fpeak of circ^inicifion^ 
Luftly, fome of their dtvifies thought that the 
hor of iacri^ces muft take place of all kws : for^ 
Ml to facrifice, was not to woirftip God ; &cri- 
fickig being the only worfllip< then appointed* 
And their facrifices were the expiations^ or atOne* 
iHcntB, for their fins^ ordained and accepted by 
God. So that,, not to iacfifice^ Was to ftand 
giiilty, before God, of aH their fins. They were 
liable to his judgments^ on account of their 
finS) titt the atonement was made by the daily 
fiicrifice. 

Thcfe were their opinions, and the principal 
reafons of them.. The jew, in our text^ either 
not well fatisfied with any of thefe anfwers j or, 
it may be, fo well perfuaded of one of them^ 
that he imagined nothing could be faid againft it;- 
put the queftioii ro our faviour : Maftety^ fays he, 
/ wonld know which of all the commandments is 
the chief? To this our faviour immedi^Uely an- 
fwers ; I will tell cnee : The firft, or principal, 
commandment, thou (halt find it atDeut, vi, 4, 5. 
Hear^ O Ifrael, the Lord our God is one Lordi 
and thoii Jhalt love the Lord'thy God with all thy 
hearty and foul^ and might. As who (hduld &y,. 
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the chief commandment is, that a, man believi and 
profefs thi unity of God\ and that we love him^ 
with all our might, or foul. I have told thee» 

- continues our iaviour, which is the firft great 
commandment i I will add what thou, haft not 
afked. Which is the fecond^ or next great law 2 
Thou haft it at Lev. xix. x8. Tboupalt love th]f 
neighbour as thyfelf. The jewi(b dodor wa* 
amazed at this anfwer by our faviour. . He granted^ 
prefently, that it was true and certain in both 
parts of it. It is true, iays he> that there is oho. 
God, and none other but he^ and to love hii9 
with all the foul and ftrengtb, and one's neighs 
bptir as one's fi^lf^ this is more and better thmi 
all facrifices, the which are commodly fuppofedto 
be the chief commandment*. ■< 

But their difcoujrfe fliU goes om I am well 
fatisfied, fays the jew^ which is. the firft great I^w^ 
and which is the next tQ it:, but. whereas th<i 
fecond of thefe commandmenta iays, Tbou Jhalt 
love thy neighbour as^ihyfelfi itjnay b^ a queftion^ 
Who is my neighbour, whom I am to love (faitK 

r the. com,man4ment) as ipyielf ? Are my. neigb-r 
hours thofe of the vicinage, fJ\e next dvKelleF$ t% 
me ? or are they my whole towi> ? or all thofe of 
the fame country with me ; even all je^s? or aro 
they my reljitions ? For there are all thefe opi-* 
nipns of dq^ors^ oa that text. Hear, fays, our 
iaviour, what happened no$ long iince in th^fp 
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fwrtsj and It will ferve for an anfwer td thy que& 
tjon. A jew was travelling from Jeni£detn t^ 
Jericho ; in bi9 Way^ a Company of robbers came 
tip to him ; they took from him hia money, and 
trtn his clothes v and having wounded him dan^ 
geroufly, left him for dead. Sh6rdy comes that 
iriyalevite> and^ but little after htAiy a pHeft; 
lodi thefe^ feeing si naked body^ covered with 
Uood) kept at a diftanee, and pafled M. In At 
mean tinu^y tb# wounded man lay tt» dead i rntiy 
While he fo hvy Aere came by abb a fahiaritaik 
The &marilani) yott know, are of attother iMdcir, 
Md (KflSerent religion, from u^ jeWi : for all tha^ 
lie mside no difficuky of coming to, and viewing 
tttf wounded, jew. He imagined there might be 
life ftiU left in him : and therefore^ flrft Covef ing 
turn with a part of his own garments, he began 
t» ddanfe and drds his wounds. Upon this, tfie 
figns of life foon appe»iedy the wouilded man t^ 
Viyedy and by help df this eharitable ftnmger was 
brought to an inn. But, 2da$ \ mfl^t ihaU he do i 
wounded, naked, and vtrithout money, )K was ftill 
i* X fdrloi^n, h(fpeic(s condition. The fimaritan, 
tW^M diat he had done nothing yet, if he did not 
go forward, e^Us for the l^dlOrd^ or hoft. FrieYi^ 
6ys he, I know not this man ; but ydu know me : 
therefore, take care of him in all refpe£ts,. his 
diet, clothes, and health ; when I return, I will 
&ti^y for alL T^ bind this promife and bargaiii, 
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take thefc two denarii in way of earned, before 
thefc witnefies. Now, fays our faviour, thou th«t 
alkeft) Who is my neighbour ? let me^fee whether 
thou caaft not anfwer it of thyfelf f Was it th^ 
levite, or the prieft, or was it the famaritan, that 
doferved to be accounted and called the neighbour? 
I'hc je^y was again overcome,' and . therefore re*^ 
plies, in the v^ovds of our prefent text: He was 
the neighbour that Jhewed mercy. Was he fo? 
fays our faviour again : Then go, and do ih^ 
(o/Aow^) in like manner 9 io fo\ do as thou hq^ 
fold. My meaning is, reckon him to be thy 
neighbour, whom thou haft but now confefled 
to be, in truth, the neighbour; even the man 
who is a doer of good. Though he (hould be, 
or (he be, a famaritan, of a foreign nation, of ^ 
faife religion; yet, if he is a lover of men, one 
that does good to others, account him t\iy neighs 
boiir, vyhom^thou art to love as thyfelf. 

This determination, or conclufion, by our fa* 
viour, was. very contrary to the humour and prac- 
tice of thofe times: for both the jews and. tho 
famaritans not only did not account of one another 
as neighbours, whom they fliould love as theixi- 
fejves, but they even hated and perfecuted each. 
the other. The jew would have no dealings with 
the famaritans ; and thp famaritan would not re- 
ceive, or fell, even neceflary provifions to the jews. 
(John iv. 9,) Th^n jaid $1^ \UQman of Samari% 
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How is ity that thou^ being a jew, ajkeji drink of 
mef who am of Samaria ? For the jews have no 
dealings with the famaritans. Again, (Luke ix« 
52.) y^fi^f fi^^ mejfengers before him^ wba came 
to a village of the famaritans ; but they did not 
receive him^ becaufe his face was as though he 
would go to Jerufalem ; that is, .The faces of Jefus 
and his company being toward JerufaJeni) there- 
fore the famaritans, fuppofing he was a jew, wouid 
not receive him into their inns. So much can a 
bad example do, when it grows to be common ; 
it will perfnade men even againft their honeft 
and juft profit: the very vi<£hjallcrs on a road (hail 
deny entertainment to paffengers of another reli- 
gion,^ if example has made it cuftbmary to do de- 
light to fuch perfons. 

The caufe of fo great averfion and difpleafure 
between the famaritans and jews, was (as has 
been already hinted) difference of religion. The 
famaritans owned only the fir ft five books of holy 
fcripture, namely, the books written by Mofes. 
As to the prophets, the books of Solomon, the 
pfalms of David, Job, the books of Kings and 
Chronicles, Nehcmiah, Ezra, Ruth, Eflher : thefc 
they received not as divine hooks. There is no 
doubt that, in thefe matters, the (aqiaritans were 
to blame, and were in the wrong ; the jews had 
the advantage in all points that were controverted 
between th^m and the famaritans. Nay, iarther, 
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the Samaritans miftook, even about the obje6t of 
worftiip, GOD. Their notions or apprehenfions' 
of God feem to have been confufed and uncertain*' 
They are the words of our faviour, (John iv. 22.) 
Yf (ye famaritans) know not what ye worjhip ; 
we (we jews) know what we worjhip. The error,' 
then, of the famaritans, confifted not only in re- 
fufing divers books, belonging to the old Tefta-»* 
ment ; but their conceptions or opinions con- 
cerning God were not clear, nor true. Ye know 
not, fays our faviour, what ye worfhipj that is, 
ye know not God : fome knowledge ye have of 
him, but ye know him not rightly : it is an ob- 
feu re, confufed, and, for the moft part of it, a 
miftaken knowledge that ye have of him. 

Of this nation, and of this religion, was the 
perfori whom our text fo much commends. This' 
is he of whom our faviour fays here, he was the 
true neighbour ; the perfon whom* the ' law of 
God intends when it fays, Thou jhalt Itfue ihy^ 
neighbour's thyfelfi He was not a jeW; that^is^ 
he was not of the true church df ^&od.' Hq" 
owned but a fmall part of holy fcripttrfei''d1fowri-" 
ing the far greater part of the dilrine wot^l. His 
knowledge of the objeft of woffhip, of God,^ 
was fo imperfeft, and uncertain,' and coftfufed,' 
that our faviour himfelf pronounces, the rrien of 
that religion know not God. But,'Svith dl thefe 
ipfelicitics, he was a doer of good,*'a lover of men ; 
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adorned with beneficent, charitable principles : 
Hot c^u'ried away 'by the common anid general 
example, whether of the famaritans or jews, to 
hate others merely for their religion j . open- 
handed and well-afFe6led to men, as men. Such 
a one, iays our faviour in this text, is to be ac- 
counted a neighbour ; he belongs to that charge 
sind law of God, Thou Jhalt love thy neigUour as 
ihyfelf. A levite or a prieft, though he is the 
minider of God, mod: high, may lefs dcferve the 
benefit of that Jaw : he may not have fo good a 
claim to it, as a man of a far country, and ano- 
ther religion ; the good man^ the doer of good, 
is that perfon who only can challenge it as his 
right, to be loved as ourfelves. 

Give me leave to make thefe few fliort remarks 
hereupon. 

. I.. Our moft bleflfed faviour prefers here the 
famaritan before the levite and the prieft j the 
doer of good, before the man of right feith, or 
true opinions. The reafon is, a man's faith, his 
right feil or way of religion, why, it is a defirable 
thing, a valuable felicity; but it does good to no- 
body, but. the perfon himfelf. If I hold the true 
religion, in all refpeils, fo as not to miflake fo 
much as in gne point j What is the world, what 
is my neighbour, the better for my great and exa£l 
knowledge and fkill ? But if, like the iamaritan 
in this text, I am a lover of men, a doer of good, 
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open-handed ; or, if I cannot do fo, yet open- 
hearted ; a great many others, one time or other, 
{hall be the better for this. We cannot reafo- 
nably Wonder that God efte^ms a virtue which ifi' 
ufeful to many, before a right &ith, or true know- 
ledge, which are not a common and general good, 
as the doing of good is. 

I know well there are divers fuch worldlings 
as have no relifh for fuch difcourfes as thefe. 
They reckon, they have no need of any body, 
and that they are cunning enough never to lack 
other men's help. But fo aifo aD thofe have 
thought, who have moft needed the nffiftance of 
others 5 thofe, fer inftance, who have become the 
fubjefts of briefs, letters of recommendation, and 
oiiier fbrms of begging. All thefe, or moft of 
them, faid in their day of profperity, '* I fhall 
** never be moved : thou. Lord, of thy goodnefs, 
** haft made my mountain to ftand ftrong.'* Hear 
me, fon of this world ; Mayeft not thou, like the 
man of this text, fall among thieves ? May not 
they, (the thieves,) rob thee, wound thee, and leave 
thee for dead ? Certainly this may happen to you, 
and fo may a hundred other, as unexpected, uh- 
Jooked-for accidents ; fo that were there no fama- 
ritans, non? that cared at any time for any but 
themfelves, the uncertain world We live in would 
be a dangerous place ; and the woridfing might 
as foon find it fuch as any other man. They wfll 

H z fay. 



( 88 ) 

iay, fuch accidents fall out (o feldom^ that we 
need not to change our ordinary courfe, for fear 
of fuch things* But in very deed they happen 
«ftcner, and to worldlings, than they have good 
confideration enough to think of and lay to heart. 
Alas, it is almoft every day, and in every place, 
that wc fall among thieves, that rob us, and that 
almoft quite ftrip us, if alfo they do not wound us. 
Not feldom, the times are thieves to us i other- 
while the wife, or prodigal cljiildren. A knavifli 
kindred,.falfe fervants, grinding- mafters, a litigious 
.or envious neighbourhood, fometimes rob us, and 
fend us away naked, or next tanaked,^ even- bare 
and neceifitous. The rich themfelves too often 
experience the. ftraits to which thefe forts of 
thieves do reduce mcp ; they make the rich to be 
poor in the midft of the greateft abundance and 
plenty : fo that certainly it were to be wifbed there 
were more famaritans, more well-conditiotied, 
well-difpofed, and open-hearted perfons^ 

2. Again, I take iiotice; it is not indeed in 
every one's power to do as this famaritan, to re* 
lieve the poor or diftreflcd in their wants,, or to 
encourage the worthy and deferving in their ex- 
cellent endeavours. But though few of us have 
the famaritan's purfe, all may and (hould have hi? 
fpirit. We caa all of us countenance and be of 
party with the well-deferving ; and the poor we 
can ail of us help by our counfel, favour, good 
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looks, and good words. There is no command* 
ment of God but all perfons may earn the recdm-* 
pence that belongs to it ; for all of us oan. per« 
form it, either in aft, or by approving,^ a{>pkud«^ 
ing, and favouring it. I make the deed ^f thift 
famaritan, nay, all the beft deeds of all other pub« 
lic-fpirited, well-difpofed men, -to be mme j iff 
wanting their wealth, or their opportunities, / 
efleem their ferfons for their anions ^ the men fair 
what they ^ff^ or have done. As, on the contrary, 
but too many do make the luft, debaucheries, and 
other vices, of their friends, or ftrangers, to be 
their own ; in that they love or'efteem the perfons 
on thofe very accounts. You (hall hear them 
telling with great pleafure, with jnany approving 
fmiles, the wicked or lewd deeds of fome others ] 
efpecially when the wickednefs has a mixture 
either of wit, or feemtng bravery and courage. 
The fiift beginnings of excellent virtue, of what>« 
foever kind, are (ufually) in our approbation of 
thofe kind of aftions : when we have ufed fome 
time to mak« them ours by our good-liking and 
efteem of themj we grow fuch ourfelves, before 
we are well aware of it: I mean, grow fuch in 
fpirit, in inclination; though opportunky or abi* - 
lity of afting accordingly may be vi^anting. 

The inclination, the Spirit, is accepted- by Godi 
no lefe than the aft or performance*. This is*' the 
peculiar advantage of God's ier^ice-^ >i4i^*is".iTiot 
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found in the fervice of any othet wbomfoever ; 
thnt the inclination of the mind- goes for the z& 
it£?lf, and tbat God recompences the well-difpofed, 
as the well-doer. In ihort, this is our. privilege 
and our comfort, as chrifiiansi we may all. be 
£unaritanS| without the purfe of the famaritan, or 
his opportunities. 

3* Not the levite, not the prieft, fajrs our fa- 
viour here) but the famaritan, the doer of good, 
}s that neighbour, whom by God's law thou art 
to love as thyfelf. It is true, the famaritan is of 
another religion ; he is fo overfcen, as not to own 
fpme books that are genuine parts of holy fcrip* 
ture : nay, he has great miftakes about the very 
cbjedt of worfbip, about the very perfon of God 5 
his conceptions of God are fo confufed and uncer- 
ttain, that he worfhips he knows not (well) what. 
For all that, I fay to thee, feeing he is an ufeful 
man, full of good works, thou art to love him 
as thyfelf; his ftrange country, or his miftaken 
religion, notwithftanding. ' Nobody will, deny, 
that this is our favipur's plain meaning in this 
text, and the context. But if fo, why is it the 
practice of fo many, to be.difafFe<3ed to the very 
bcft perfons, for their (fuppofcd) errors in reli- 
gion ? How dare we to contravene, go againil, 
the undeniable charge given to us all in this plain 
text? The man, fay you, is a famaritan; in our 
\ udgment he is n>iftaken in fome points of religion -, 
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it m^ be about the very objeA. of- wocfhip; the 
nature and the properties of God. I pray, chri£- 
tians, think of it, . that it is our favioux who fup- 
pofes that the perfoji is indeed^ a iainaritan : he 
tells US' plainly he is of a diffeiEcnt religion from 
the true church, and even that he worihips he 
knows not what: yet, after ally the fame javiour 
fays, decrees,, this, is thy neighbour, whom, thou 
art to love as thyfelf; becaufe, fays he, he is a 
doer of good, open-hearted, well - conditioned* 
I will have, thee (feys that. teacher, whom im art 
ta hear in all things whatfgevir h^ Jball fay' unto 
us) to embrace this (amaritan j to think him wor- 
thy, of more love than the orthodox, levite or 
prieft', found in the faith< 

But here, .what fay fome men ? What, embrace 
a fag:)aritan, a heretic, a m^n of falfc religion? . 
We h^ve learned better things, and that from holy 
fcripture, from the word of vGoditfelt (Titus iii^ 
10.) "A man that is. an heretic, after the firft 
" and,fecond admonition, rejeft;" that is, caft 
him oiF,,.have nothing to do with him, avoid him 
as a peft. . It is too .common, among the con- 
tending parties of chrifti^ns, to. take fcripture 
words and names; and,, having put them on the 
wrong perfbu or fubjeft,. to conclude prefently, 
we have confuted, and .fliamed. them, A heretic, 
fays the apoftle, rejeft him, caft him off. Right ! 
but thejQ l^t u& me^ by heretics wbat he means. 
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/'He means fedious perfoiis, whether Aey be of a^ 
right or a* wrong opinion in religion. To bj 
It in few words, hcrefy is bigotry or faSAon 3 and 
heretic is a bigot, a fk£Kou9 or iurimldnt perfony 
whether fuch petfen happens to be right or wrong 
in his opinions* Hrr^ts funtflacita vehementiu^ 
iefenfa^ lays a moft learned critic : " Herefy is 
** any opinion, whether in. phiiofophy, religion, 
** or politics^' for which men contend too eameftly 
** and fiercelyi" It is not then the truth or falfe- 
hood of any opinion that makes it to be herefy,. 
and the perfon that holds it a heretit ; it is the 
fthr, clamour, and buttle made about it by any, 
that makes the opinion herefy, and the man a, 
heretic : concerning fuch men the apoftle dire<5b 
well, rejeSf the?n ; after having admonifhed them 
once and again of their dangerous warmth, avoid 
them, have no more to do with them. But as 
for others who are miftaken, (that is, we think 
tiiey are miftaken in their doftrines,) the charge 
concerning them is, not rejeSf them^ or avoid 
them. "On the contrary, we are cautioned not ta 
judge them^ not to condemn them ; and for this 
reafon, becaufe they erring confcientioufly, God 
receives them^ G;d accepts them^ God will uphold 
them. (Rom. xiv. 4.) " Who art thou that, 
•* judged: (o^A^T^iov hvaivrif;) the fervant of ano* 
** ther? To his own matter, to God, he muft 
« ftandw/^/i yea, h^ Jhcrll btM^tn t^:^ -He 
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had (aid in the foregoing verfe, (v^ociXeiStro avrh 
• Qtoq,) God bath accepted him^ or God hath r^* 
ceived him^ 

. In Qxoxty they (ay, 2t. heretic is to be rejeded. 
I anf^¥er, yes, every bigot y every turbulent perfon, 
^very fire-brand, of whatfoever feft or perfuafion. 
But for heretics, that are commonly fo mifcalled^ 
(that is, perfons erring in dodtrine,) it will but ill 
become us to reje^ them^ when the holy fcriptures 
afTure us in expreis terms God accepts them. 

4. LafUyi. As .the divine wifiiom and goodneis 
has made it to be our duty, to love the doer of 
good as ourfelves ; fo,. in difpeniing his laft fen- 
tence, and the everlafting recompences, himfelf 
will confider, i>ot what the opinions of men have 
been, but what good they h^ve done; to other 
men. When our favioor. defcribes that general 
judgment in. which all men (hall receive their 
laft and irrevocable doom,. (halL be; adjudged 
by God, either to- happinefs or mifery : he 
afTures us, the reafon of both thefe (hall be 
grounded, by the-moft holy judge, on our foff 
.wardnefs anfi frequency in doing good to qijberfl^ 
,or (on the Qontrjary) our negleft thereof;. .The 
manner and reafons of that judgment are very 
particularly ftated in the gofpel by St. Matthew, 
(chap. XXV.) to. this effe<9;.or fenfe: When the fon 
of man i? dcfcended frcjim the higheft heavens, in 
the glory of the Father 5. which i% to fay, waited 
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on by a gliftring, triumphant train of angels anJ 
feraphims ; they will prefent to him the throne of 
glory^ the tribunal or Judgment-feat of the whole 
world. So foon as he is feated thereon-, the earth 
find fea giving up their dead^ there will be gathered 
before him all nations ; the men of all countries, 
of all ages, Cnce the firft creation of things; of 
iXL conditions, ftates, or degrees^ and tipecially 
of all reKgions. Never before and never again 
will there be fuch an aflfembly ; the firft parent^ 
of tS[ mankind^ the particular, progenitors (or pa* 
triarchs) of the feveral cations, aH the greJrt: per- 
ibnages, whether for dignity, wifdbm. Wealth, wit„ 
-arts, or fuccefe, that have ever been. All" thefe 
mingled with the promifcuousj pld)eian crowd^ 
andi not left Aan they, under the moft mortifying^ 
doubts and fears, what fhaH become of them. 
The jtidge, unmoved, declares, in the firft place, 
that all their former dtftinftions are now to 
ceafe J he will confider Aem but only as ftieep or 
-goats, as good or bad. AH your other differences, 
"fiiys he, were intended only as trials, or as oppor- 
tunities ; trials what yoa would delerve, or op- 
jjortunities of doing well or doing* ill. They 
ivere only to prepare you for this day, and this 
judgment ; to make you capable (iibje£ls of God's 
crerlafting love, and the beatitudes ^nfequent 
thereon ; or elfe objefts of juftice, for your neg- 
leds of duty, and abufes of the power, wealth, 
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and talents, that were" truffed to your manage- 
ment. This is no fooner faid, than miniljring 
angels feparate the one from the other ; in the 
language there ufed, they divide the fiieep from 
the goats ; perfons that have been innocent and 
ufeful, from thewily and harmful. Then follows 
the iacred irreverfible. fentence: you that have 
fed the hungry, clothed the naked, relieved the 
prifons and (ick famities s in (hort, you that havi 
Jhown mtrcy by exercifing any fort or kind of be- 
neficence, are to inherit tverl&Jling mercy^ evca 
the joys and kingdom that fo well correfpond to 
iuch adioQS and ways. But you on the other 
hand of me, that have done all things contrary, 
i.t is the will of God that you depart forthwith 
into that punifhment, by fire, which God, all-wife 
suid all-powerful, has thought you worthy of; and 
will fo fs^r fupport you, as t5 enable you to fufrer it* 
This is the purport and fubftance of that famous 
portion of holy fcripture. I cannot ftand now 
to make any other refledtion upon it, than this, 
for which I alledged it: that When the men di 
all nations, which includes (and implies) the men 
of all faiths, fhali be judged by our faviour, he 
will give fentence, he will m^e them miferable, 
or happy, on the foot of their good or bad deeds ; 
their deeds of charity or other beneficence ; with* 
out any r^fpe£t to their opinions, to the do(^rines 
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thev believed, or thought thej had caufe to denj^ 
or to-doubt of. 

In anfwer to this context; I have heard fome 
men '(ay: It is true, indeed, our fa viour mentions 
there, only the doing good to others, as the caufe 
of falvation ; but it is certain, from a great many 
other texts, that juftrce or righteeufiiefs is alfo a 
neceflary condition of falvation, and no lefs necef- 
fary than charity or beneficence, or. doing good 
to others, is. Therefore, whereas oar faviour 
(there) inftances in beneficence, without "fpeak- 
ing either of juftice, or of a right faith : it was 
becaufe beneficence is the principal, not becaufe 
it is the only, condition of men's (alvation. But 
I pray let us not fo interpret fcripture, as to de- 
ft roy it. Our faviour fays exprefsly, in that con- 
text, he will judge the men of all faiths, by their 
beneficence. Yes, fay thefe (fkilful and faithftjl) 
interpreters, he will judge them by their bene- 
ficence, and by their faiths. Plainly, this is not 
to interpret the divine word, but to add to it 
what and as we pleafc. 

But they fay, other texts make juflice a con- 
dition of falvation ; therefore, beneficence cannot 
Tie the only ground of that fentence, which the 
judge of the world will at liift pronounce. His' 
fentence will be grounded on men's beneficence, 
on their juftice, and right faith. A very little 

heed 
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heed would h&ve prevented this objeSion, anil 
the miftake-that is tacked to it. For juftice fe 
included in benefkence, as a lefler number is in 
a greater : he ;diat will do me good, will be Aire to 
do- me right; he that beftows on me what is hiij 
will not defraud me of what is mine. In fliort, 
the beneficent perfon is always juft : as a greater 
number- always includes the leilbr, beneficence 
^waysv comprehends and implies juflice. Our 
favioiir, aware of this> did :hot think it nccefTaiy 
to make (thefe) exprefs mention of juflice; but 
only of benpficehce. Which (always and necefTa- 
rily) implies and includes it. But, if a right faith 
had alfo been a necefiary condition of falvatioii> 
it mufl h^vebeen exprefsly named ; becaufe it i$, 
not at all, in any degree, implied in beneficence^ 
which is th^re propofed as the condition of bi^ 
vafiorr. -^ • - • * ' - •- 

I have not faid any thing, of all that has been 
faid, with a defign to • depreciate, or leflen die 
efleem or value of a right &ith. As it is a (duty, 
to be confcientious ; to try ■ the fpirits ; to prove 
the doSfrincs J whether they be of God \. fb we muft 
needs grant, it is matter of (juft) prarfe, with all 
good and wife men, and of acceptance with God, 
if our faith.be right, as well as Our works good. 
It is lawful, however, to compare even jewels', 
to judge not only of their intrinfic, but of theit 

I relative 



( «8 ) 

-ffUtiv^ umA ; tn tmmm noi <^jf w^t ^ 
4rt in ifaemlblvcs but v^t if thiir v^Hr» in a 
cGpnparifen witk oae ao^lb^r* We q^ fiqii tbe 

cproeliaB) tisi%ikmoodAm^ovs^j(k. A^Cd 
ia )ifce ma^lff^ efpociajlj it beiag ^I^cf our fin 
viQur, we 9147 ^nii» that welMoing is [mfcriUe 
19 Ih^ moA dextrous ^ lucky (kunkinss it is btitv 
to be 4 good man, or a doer of gie^d^ than to be 
•» leirned or orAodox mzxu 
. I m^y err, and yet be ikmi : ift Ae 4«lk aiul 
iiitricat^i walks of controrerfy I guy niai^ &lfe 
ibeps^ wiftbout being (at aU) <b% more eml of nay 
y^itf} blefie^n^i^. gut, if I ^n npt a fiiqiaritaiv 
4 4p%v of good) ^Hb^ ia ^ or 19 iacJmitiQn 
and ipirit) I neither l^ive a right tQ be iQved by 
■n>y i^eighbpui;, n<^T to be succ^p^ed by (jod* No^. 
not though I be a fon of the churchy by an. ortbo* 
^0;^ £ulh and dpdlrine ^ or even a f<^^ in the 
church) a pried or levite. 

Thus, as wen and fully as the tinre (allowed 
to the& exercifes), would pemiit> I bave repre- 
sented to you what encouragements Qod h?^ 
propofed tp welUdoing^ particularly to beneficence. 
I iboyld pow prefent you with one of the faired 
examples thereof^ that this age or ^ny fbrnner 
could boaft pf, in an accpunt and chara£ter of our 
4ec^afed bipthqr and. Mend, Mr« Thomas Fir- 
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UlH ; but that part of the ftfycSt ^tat we owe 
to his memoiy, being^ performed to him by (bme 
others who knew hkn Ionger> and therefore can^ 
draw him more exadly^ I wilt conclude with die 
doxology that is fe jitft and ib due» 

Td thi King iterttat, imrnorialy invifiile^ GoJt 
B^ly wtfe^ be bomur and gloryy for tver 
cndcvir. (i Tim. i. 17.J 



THE END* 
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